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mailing list for its 
Program in U. S. 
Berlin-Haus des Rundfunks (Berlin 


| NAZIS’ RADI 0 
Broadcasting House) issues the 36- 
page booklet which includes every 


INTO U. S. 
That Germany is making strong 
efforts to propagandize American 
radio listeners and German-born 
residents of the U. S. on a regular 
the Deutscher Rurz- 
A 


basis is seen in new program sched- 
ule especially designed for North 
America. Written in both English 
and German, monthly booklet of 
programs has established a regular 
Nordamerika 
program of 
wellenfender (German _ short-wave 
station). Listing include ‘news’ in 
English and German, economic re- 
views, fireside chats of German 
youth, soldier evenings, rafts of 
brass bands and military marches, 
sound pictures of Germany today, 
etc, Much is later translated into 
German. Book is believed to be only 
one of its kind coming to U. S. from 
a foreign country. 
Free mail in the U. S. 
Possible for the matter 
through regular channels. Same is 
hot so with European’ countries 
where mails are watched and pos- 
sible propaganda eliminated. How- 
ever, understood that programs are 
also printed in other languages for 
two column, dual-tongued pamphlet, 
Which includes ‘inspirational’ pic- 
tures of Nazi gatherings, scenery, 
(Continued on page 53) 


makes it 
to come 





| Song Pluggers Also 
Give Lessons in Hew 


To Do ‘Lambeth Walk’ 


Professional men at Mills Music, 
Ine, N. Y., are doubling as terps in- 
structors, It’s in connection with 
‘Lambeth Walk,’ the Br itish song hit 
ind dance craze. Mills holds the 








Taking It Seriously 


Sam Rosoff, the subway con- 
tractor, was on the jury during 
a performance of ‘Night of Jan- 
uary 16th’ recently at the Spa 
summer theatre, Saratoga. 

None of the jury is supposed 
to talk, being recruited from 
the audience, but Rosoff asked 
one witness (an actor) to repeat 
his testimony. 














American rights to the tune. 

llroom teams, as well as vocal- 

and band leaders, keep popping 
a with the request that me staff men | 
ow them how to do the cockney | 
rem Jack Mills, head of the pub- 
ng firm, is hoping that the 
, te lands solidly with the older 
ment before the kids start sh: agging 


and the Harlemites merge it with | 
in’, 


Airing Debbie’s Life 


Society family program is being 
for a Sponsored spot this fall. 
Iet-nisthet’ 18-year-old deb, and 
ia Other, Mrs. Esmond O’Brien, 
dea registerites, are in the skit. 

is Henry Dagand’s. 
ey be a series dramatizing the 
ty a debbie from childhood 
8h exte nsive schooling and on 


conn eventual coming out. Edmund 


| 
| 
| 





ere the film director and au- 
Will Script. 


levent there 


Rodgers-Hart 's 
Four Concurrent 


Musicals in 38-9 


Weekly at 154 “West 46 th Street, 
Entered as second-class matter December 22, 1905. 





Richard Rodgers and Lorenz Hart | 


look to have four concurrent musi- 
cals on the boards this season. It’s 
something of a record for musical 
stage productions, although 
have been instances of 
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CGH DAILIES NOW 
IN THE onW BIZ 


Midwest Capital 


the Boxoffices — Theatres 
Can’t Stop It, So They’re 
Trying to Tie-In with 
These Record Turnouts in 
Some Way 


SPORTS, STUNTS, SHOWS 


— 


Chicago, Sept. 8. 


Crowd-pulling promotions sed 


pnb ster which formerly was an | 
there | occasional stunt and which received | 


prolific | 


the full co-operation of the theatres, 


dramatists gathering royalties on as | have now become part of a well- 


many, or more, straight plays during | 
the same season. 

Their ‘I’d Rather Be Right’ re- 
sumes with the return of George M. 
Cohan, and ‘I Married An Angel’ is 
still current on Broadway. The new 
George Abbott musical, ‘The Boys 
from Syracuse,’ based on Shakes- 
peare’s ‘Comedy of Errors,’ is slated 
to open shortly, and right thereafter 
Rodgers and Hart will have a new 
Beatrice Lillie-Charles Butterworth 
musical, via Harry Kaufman (Shu- 





bert) production, This book will be 
based on a Robert L. Ripley’s ‘Od- | 
dities’ libretto idea. | 

Rodgers and Hart at one other 
time, in the heyday of Broadway mu- 


sical comedy successes, had four 
shows running simultaneously on 
and off Broadway, viz, ‘Dearest 


Enemy,’ ‘The Girl Friend,’ the “oa 
ond ‘Garrick Gaieties’ and ‘Betsy,’ | 
the latter a flop. The songsmiths | 
like to consider the ill-fated Billy 
Rose Fifth Ave. Club as a fifth score, | 
since they wrote a special set of | 
tunes, but that was a nitery venture 
and not legit. 

Apropos ‘Boys from Syracuse.’ Lor- | 
enz Hart points out that they've au- | 
thored 30 stage shows and many plc- | 
tures, but this is the first time he’s | 
writing for his brother, Teddy Hart, 
who is co-prominent in the Abbott 
show with Jimmy Savo. 


SEE SPA GAMBLING BAN 
EXITING '39 TURF MEET 


Saratoga, Sept. 6 


From inside racing sources it 
stated that unless this resort per- 
lmits gambling next August the 


race meet may not be held. In that 
will be longer meetings 


lat the New York tracks. Season of 15 
davs is figured to be the limit here 
next cummer. anyhow, because of th 
New York World's Fait 

Understood, howeve! it the I 
islature would have to first pass a 
bill to eliminate the Spa from the 
race circuit. Without the horsey 
month, few night ss W i at 


tent ner 
tenp ) Ope 


planned, well-organized and well- 


| publicized schedule on the part of 
|the dailies and are attracting the 


public in such large numbers that 
they have become a real threat and 
headache to theatres throughout the 
nation, 

Entrance of newspapers into the 
sports and show biz promotion an- 
gles has reached such proportions 
in the past year or so. that the the- 
atres are looking upon these stunts 
as real competition, and are now 
considering ways and means of re- 
ducing the damage that these stunts 
are doing to the theatres’ box-of- 
fice. 

Chicago area is a prime example | 


| papers into show biz field. Crowds 
(Continued on page 21) 
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A a Sie Up 
A City Festival; St. L. 
Can’t Get ‘Charlie McC.’ 


St. Louis, Sept. 6. 
Because the Music Corp. of Amer- 
ica could not deliver Edgar Bergen 
and ‘Charlie McCarthy’ to the St. 
Louis Festival Assn., which planned 
a three-day entertainment and cele- 


bration in the $7,000,000 Municipal 
Auditorium following the annual 
Veiled Prophet parade and ball here 
next month, the fate of the plan is 
hanging in the balance. The idea of 
having 3ergen ind McCarthy, 
Dorothy Lamour, Bobby Breen and 
other headline: of the screen and 
radio ake p.a.’s originated about 
six weeks ago when Mayor Bernard 
F. Dickmann thought it would be a 
;o0d one to attract natives from the 
e ] 
La 1a tn iVvO ) yred 
* la: ng and te il 
lemol Plaza tt jowntown 
jist t f - para vh 
te; ! f { lardi Gra 
i's) 9,000 part 
1 i i it wa 
( 1 29@ | 


at the Post Office at New York, 
1938, BY VARIETY. INC. ALL 


Keynotes | 
How the Big Newspapers’ | 
Promotional Shows Drain | 


lal subscription, $6 











| 


}of the broad advance made by news- | 


| around $3,000,000 working capital to 





Single copies, 1 his 


N Y., under the act of March 3, 1879. 


RIGHTS RESERVED. 
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NEWSPAPERS HURTING B.0. 


92 000,000 in Film Money Spoken 
About to Renew B way-Pix Accord 





Preparedness 





Des Moines, Sept 6. 

Management of the Grand 
here pulled a unique ballyhoo 
stunt when it showed ‘Birth of 
a Baby.’ 

Invited expectant mothers as 
its guests, with nurses and an 
ambulance in attendance, 


Mae West Back 














On Bway During 
Fair; Own Pix Co. 


The New York World’s Fair sea- | 
son will draw Mae West back to! 
Broadway legit, according to insid- | 
ers. She’s reported due to appear 
in a play, ‘The World’s Worst | 
Woman’, 

As for the writers, a number — 
participated, with the star having | 
considerable to do with the author- 
ing. She similarly figured in the | 
scripting of most of the shows in| 
which she appeared, including ‘Sex,’ | 
which ran for months until they | 
backed up the patrol wagon. 








Hollywood, Sept. 6. 
Louis Lurie, San Francisco 
financier, is discussing with Mae 
West the formation of a new produc- 
tion company for her pictures with 


' be tossed into a pool by Lurie and 


la Frisco 


business group Outfit 


| would bear her name and star het 
| in four pictures annually. 


Meantime she embarks on a Coast 
p.a. tour late this month, opening 
Sept. 28 at the Golden Gate in Frisco. 
Louis Prima is coming west to join 
| the act. Five weeks’ booking ar- 
ranged by William Morris office 


+ 


Attempt will be made at the 
American Theatre Council conven- 
tion next week to bring about re- 
vision of the Dramatists Guild 
minimum basic igreement. Plan is 
to have some outside referee an- 
nounce a fund of $2,000,000 of film 
coin for Broadway production on 
condition the Guild will make con- 
cessions in the agreement. Herbert 
Bayard Swope has already been 
suggested as the referee. 

From what the Suild has learned, 
the idea is that with a $2,000,000 
production fund in the offing, pro- 
ponents of the plan hope to place the 
dramatists in the spot of having to 


| make concessions in the contract or 


| appear to be acting selfishly against 
the interests of the theatre as a 


|'whole. Understood the $2,000,000 has 
| tentatively been offered by Samuel 


Goldwyn, who hopes to use Broad- 
way as a school for talent and story 
material. Walter Wanger and David 
O. Selznick are named as co- 


| operating. 


Guild had at first declined to par- 
ticipate in the convention, but last 
(Continued on page 54) 


WINCHELL WOULD NOW 
LIKE ‘BLESSED EVENT’ 


Walter Winchell is flirting with 
Darryl Zanuck for a third 20th-Fox 
film, this time more or less straight 
comedy-drama, sans music. Win- 
chell’s idea is a revival of the Man- 
uel Seff-Forrest Wilson play, ‘Blessed 
Event, which Warners filmed in 
1932 with Lee Tracy doing the 
cinematic counterpart of Winchell. 
There’s a role also there for a 
crooner-maestro, which could again 
enlist Ben Bernie as co-star with 
the columnist. 

Winchell-Bernie did two musicals 
for 20th last year and the year be- 
fore at $75,000 and $50,000 each, re- 
spectively. 

Present negotiations are in the 
talking stage. 









































In New York Daily News 








ED. SULLIVAN | 


“Finest stage show 
is at the Paramount. 
Phil Spitalny’s all- 
girl band and choir” 


Just concluded third week 


Aug. 31, 1938, Says— 
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Average of Principals Stays That Way Every Year— 
Necessary Interchange of Marquee Talent Among 


Studios Will Be Part of Reply to U. S. Suit 


Fewer than 2,000 screen actors, ex- 
cluding extra players, appear in ma- 
jor productions in Hollywood studios 
in an entire season’s group of fea- 
ture pictures. Some of the vagaries 
vf acting employing will be graphi- 
cally presented in answers to the 
Government’s anti-trust suit against 
the larger film companies 

Players come and go through the 
years, but the totals are singularly 
consistent season after season. At- 
torneys for major companies are as- 
sembling data from their respective 
studios in order to answer that por- 
tion of the Govenment’s complaint 
(pps. 202 to 213, incl.) in which the 
charge is made that whereas the ma- 
jors lend and borrow screen talent, 
similar privileges are denied to in- 
dependent producers. 

Listings only of contract directors 
and players ire contained in the bill | 
of complaint. In the seven major 
studios cited, directors under term 
contracts for the season of 1937-38 
are given as follows: Columbia, 12; 
20th Century-Fox, 20; Metro, 20; 
Paramount, 13; RKO, 20; Universal, 
14; and Warners, 22; total, 121. This | 
compares with a total of 112 di-| 
rectors under contract in 1936-37, and 
124 in 1935-36. 


Government investigators also dug 
into the lists of contract players in 
the same studios. For the production 
season just ended, 1937-38, the figures 
are Columbia, 53; 20th Century-Fox, 
85; Metro, 90; Paramount, 96; RKO, 
78: Universal, 71, and Warners 81; 
total, 554. The combined figure is 
considerably higher than in the pre- 
vious season ('36-'37), when 401 con- 
tracted actors were listed, which, in 
turn, was slightly higher than the 
1935-36 total of 393. 


important com- 
picture wken the opportu- 
Good parts are the prov- 
ing ground for talent. 

Conspicuous as a recent example 
is the popular success achieved by 


ising playe! in an 


petiliv S 
nity arises. 


Hedy Lamarr in Walter Wanger’s 
production, ‘Algiers,’ a United Artists 
release. Actress has been under con- 


tract at the Metro studio for more 
than six months without an assign- 
ment. Her initial 
therefore, was as a ‘guest’ player off 
the lot. She returns to Metro a more 
valuable screen personality. 

It will be contended, no doubt, in 
the answers drafted by film com- 
panies to the Government's suit, that 
the type of independent production, 
other than for United Artists’ re- 
lease, is unsuited to the talents of 
higher-priced players. Some of the 
major stars at Metro, Par, Warners 
and 20th-Fox receive per picture 
compensation far in excess of the 
entire budget for some independent 
productions. 

Studios use various formulas for 
estimating the compensation to con- 
tract players who are loaned to a 
competing plant. Most common prac- 
tice is a minimum charge of four 


| weeks’ salary, with three additional 
to cover | 
idle | 
Another method is to charge | 


weeks’ total as 
necessary 
time. 
the basic salary plus 25%. 

Any forced limitation of the pre- 
vailing customs of interchange of 
talent would necessitate radical 
changes in the Hollywood procedure. 
Observers do not believe that act- 
ing employment would be extended; 
rather, it is said, the contract lists 
would be shortened and the free- 


a bonus, 
retakes and forced 


| lance roster, already too crowded, 


Some pruning | would be extended to include many 


of contract lists was made during | names that now are under steady 


the past spring and summer, and the 
current total is said to be closer to 
the 1936-37 figure. 


Hollywood’s freelance field em- 


braces names of thousands of play- | 


ers who, at various times, have acted 


j 


in the theatre but never have ap- | 


peared before the camera. Recent 
survey of call bureau lists shows ap- 
proximately 15,000 registered play- 
ers, of both sexes, who by stage and 
screen experience qualify for char- 
acter and supporting bit parts in 
features. Actually not more than half 
the entire list has played in films 
in which they have received screen 
credit as cast members. These totals 
do not include registered extras, 


which far exceea in numbers the call | 


bureau registrations. 
Delving into the records of a re- 


cent production season, typical of | 


the current conditions of actor em- | 


ployment in so far as the number 
of feature films produced for 12 


months is concerned, some surprising | 
data is uncovered. In an entire year | 


Only 1,200 supporting players from 
the call bureau freelance lists found 
places in one or more major studio 
productions. Of these only 1,040 ap- 


peared in two or more pictures, and | 


172 played in three or more. 


40 Big Freelancers 
There are about 40 higher-bracket 
stars and featured players not un- 
der exclusive studio contracts, but 
available for picture to picture as- 


signments. These two score, almost | 
continually in demand, plus the free- | 
lance and the contract players, total | 


about 1,800 as the full personnel com- 


plement in a whole season’s output | 
of nearly 500 films from the major | 


plants. 


Interchange of talent among major | 


studios has been practiced more fre- 
quently since the 
sound than in the previous days of 
silent films. The reasons are obvious, 
as casting requirements have become 
intensified and the individual acting 
part much more important in the 
ensemble than in silent films. The 
complexities of casting for the out- 
put of any individual] studio are so 
great that no single plant can cast 
its own productions from its contract 
lists. 

Interchange of acting talent is one 
of the highly developed functions 
of studio management. The demands 
to borrow far exceed the desire to 
lend. At the same time every pre- 
duction head is alert to the advan- 
tages of placing a younger and prom 


employment. 





N. Y. to L. A. 


Louis Armstrong. 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Astaire. 
Bern Bernard. 

Ben Bernie. 
Marjorie Crosland, 
Debby Dare. 

Mary Dees. 

D. A. Doran. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gene Fowler. 
Susan Jackson, 
Arthur Loew. 
Christine Maple. 
Joe Moskowitz. 

J. Carroll Naish. 
Doris Parker. 

Irene Purcell, 

Ethel Remey. 

Al and Jimmy Ritz. 
Ernest C. Rolls. 
Jeseph M. Schenck. 
Norma Shearer, 





* A. to N. Y. 
Ken Asprey , . 
Marion L. Balderston. 
Whitney Bourne. 
Far! Carroll. 
June Collyer. 
Mr. and Mrs, Jack Curtis. 
George Dean. 
Stuart Erwin. 
Sidney Howard. 
Henry Jaffe. 
Louis Loeffler, 
Nate Manheim. 
Leona Massey. 
Louis B. Mayer. 
Hal Mohr. 
Moe Siegel 
Bob Sill. 


e Paula Stone. 


introduction of | 


Carol 
| Mabel 


| 


Stone. 
Todd. 
Spencer Tracy. 


LESS THAN 2.000 PLAYERS WORK IN 
MAJOR PICTURES EVERY SEASON 





| Marching Thru Georges 


By JACK OSTERMAN 
Last night we had a dream. We 
dreamt we were marching through 
Georges. The first one happened to 








i 


| 
| 


be George Washington, daddy of this | 
country and the guy who made the | 
cherry tree famous long before Harry | 


Green did it as a sketch. He never 


told a lie, which today would make | 


him a swell Dewey witness. 
came Arliss, who was chatting with 


Then | 


Bernard Shaw, who said he was re- | 





Hollywood role, | 


George White he couldn't go in the 
| ‘Seandals,’ and George Jessel called 
up his mom to tell her how grand 
, the George Gershwin memorial con- 
cert was. By this time George M. 
Cohan told us we left out another 
famous George and that her 
|}name is Grace. 
|immediately called up George Jean 


0. 0. McINTYRE SCREEN 


BIOG WITH NED SPARKS? 





Toronto, Sept. 6. 

After a fortnight of fishing in the 
Georgian Bay area with Premier 
Hepburn and other Canadian biggies, 
Ned Sparks has left for Hollywood. 
First assignment may be the lead 
role in a picture based on the life of 
O. O. McIntyre which Warner Bros. 
will produce. 

Prior to columnist’s recent death, 
Sparks was repeatedly mistaken for 
McIntyre. 


20th ‘Tail Spinning’ 
Cleveiand Air Show; 


Par Ties In on ‘Wings’ 





Cleveland, Sept. 6. 
Twelve cameramen and staff of 
three executives were sent to Cleve- 
land last week by 20th Century-Fox 
to shoot scenes of national air races 


| at Cleveland Airport, which will fur- 


writing the life of the late King | 
George of England Mary Astor’s 
dairy fell in our lap, and <a pic- | 
ture of George S. Kaufman fell 
out, telling us his new play, | 
‘The Fabulous Invalid, looks like 
it will hit as well as George 
Herman (Babe) . Ruth before 
he dodged the Yankees for the 
| Dodgers. Georges Carpentier told 


nish background for aviation 


tagged ‘Tail Spin.’ 


| Richard Greene mentioned as tenta- 


first | 
We awakened and | 


Nathan to ask him if he could think | 


of any other important Georges that 
we didn’t march through, 


Gpen Letter 





| 
| 
| 
| 
criticism of yourself, which is one 
way of getting a good notice, let me 


| tell you we resent that crack about 
Osterman being 


one shortly. As far as 
called an actor, 


being 


you 


to go to Fire Island, which is where 
you went after your 
| consecutive week. Heard you did a 
swell job, however, but you know 
how rumors are. 

Hoping this finds you in another 
theatre and with best wishes, from 
| one mugg to another, we remain, 
| ete. 








It Happened Last Week 

Charlie McCarthy getting top bill- 
ing at the Rivoli and doing swell in 
‘Letter of Introduction,’ with 
Adolphe Menjou doing a fine job as 
the drunken ham. See what you 
started, Ferber and Kaufman, when 
you wrote that part in ‘Dinner at 
Eight’? 

Backstage at Hippodrome watching 
them construct for Jai-Alai and think- 
ing of the girls who used to go in 
the water and come up dry...the late 
Charles Dillingham and the Burnside 
productions...the Hipp marches on. 

The crowds on the street Sunday 
night—all Broadway needed was a 
merry-go-round and a scenic railway, 
and the set would have been perfect. 

Right around the corner from the 
Hines trial you can buy all the num- 
bers you want; they're going like hot 
cakes. Well, why not? This whole 


for the game. 

Add ‘now-it-can-be-told’ — Jimmie 
Cagney was elevator boy at the NVA 
club. 


of Oz.’ 


corn is always taller 
| fellow’s band!’ 


‘SHADOW’ CAST 
Hollywood, Sept. 6. 
‘Shadow Valley,’ 
|George O'Brien group of westerns 
;for RKO, starts Sept. 15 with Dave 
Howard directing. 


in the other 














; Other News of Interest to Films 


Lee Tracy clicks in London’s ‘Idiot’s Delight’.......... Page 11 
Tom Mix scores in London... Page 11 
Eddie Cantor's small studio ideas..................c2000. Page 29 
Radio reviews of ‘Good News’, Jim Ameche, Olivia de Havi- 

land, Grace George-W. A. Brady, Teddy Hart, Lou Parker. .Page 30 
Radio battling television in England.................... Page 34 
Suit over ‘Snow White’s’ whistle..............cccccccoces Page 39 
WB vs. Par on ‘Says My Heart song.........ccccccece Page 39 


Vaudeville again trying to ‘revive’ 4 evs 
George Jesse] to do ‘Our Town’ with Jed Harris in London...Page 49 


Page 43 








Dear Joe Laurie, Jr.—Anent your | 
| Twentieth-Fox is reported to have 


in the night club | feature film 
class. We are a member of the fourth | was ' 
estate and expect to reach the fifth | ™@jor newsreel companies that they 


and holding an/| 
Equity card, allow me to inform that | p 
Equity is holding our card on account | €Tsaults trying to accommodate Hol- 
of owing them a smart 300. Don’t | lywood crew, hoping they would give 
know anybody with enough dough | Cleveland and races a better break | 


route of one} 


affair is probably a publicity stunt | 


Wonder how the sophisticates, Har- | 
old Arlen and Yip Harburg’s nursery @%4 Labor Day (3-4-5), 


rhymes are in forthcoming ‘Wizard | W@S represented by two ships in the | Dobbs, Helene Denizon, Jack Arthur, 


first in the new 


tive leads. 

Crew spent eight days here work- 
ing under James Tinling, director; 
Ben Wurtzel and Fred Spencer, as- 
sistant director. Latter was one of 
the Forest City’s richer young blades 
before going celluloid. Five of the 
| technicians flew in Saturday 
start of races to give the scene a 
firial o.o. For a double-check, they 
staged a race of their own when the 
meet closed, just in case some of the 
actual races didn’t come up to screen 
par. 


paid $15,000 to Henderson Bros., who 
promoted annual event, for exclusive 
rights. Understanding 
reached with cameramen for 


wouldn’t steal or crab special scenes 
for ‘Tail Spin.’ 
Airport officials virtually did some 


|than Metro did last year. Metro 
| sent even a bigger troupe, paid some- 
| thing like $18,000 for rights, and shot 
miles of film of champ aviators for 
‘Test Pilot.’ 
the studio nobody has yet figgered 
out, Nearly every authentic shot was 
dumped, only a half-minute scene of 
the 1937 races here being shown. 
Rest of the Clark Gable aerial stunts 
were dubbed in from old newsreels 
or faked on the Coast. 

With cool, favorable weather over 
holidays, three-day aviation classic 
was expected to pass last season's at- 
tendance mark of 250,204. Gross of 


38‘s out-of-town advance sale was 
40% better. Prize money was in- 


made longer and more hazardous. 
Hendersons are still fighting U. S. 
Treasury Department's edict that they 
should pay 10° amusement tax on 
all tickets, claiming it was a non- 


tional purposes. It’s the first Federa 





cording to J. D. Wright, attorney for 
co-sponsoring Thompson Products. 
Wright now in Washington for of- 
ficial hearing on question, but threat- 
| ens to get injunction restraining col- 


| lection of taxes if they are upheld 
by Treasury. 


Tying in with the National air 
Paramount 


| competition. Stunt was conceived as 


And Lennie Hayton remarks, The | @ Plug for ‘Men With Wings,’ fall re- 


lease. Par studio sent Edward 
Churchill on to Cleveland on the 
; Stunt. One of the planes was called 
‘Men With Wings.’ 





| ploitation stunt, differing from 20th’s 
| feature production idea. 


| - 


| ARRIVALS 


William S. Paley, Joseph Herge- 
sheimer, Alfred J. McCosker. Andre 
Kostelanetz, Lily Pons, Sylvia Sid- 
ney, Luther Adler, Paulo Longone, 





|Roman Bohnen, Art Smith, Phoebe 
Brand, Sanford Mesiner, Mady 
Christians, Sir Harold Harmsworth. 
Carmel Snow, Norman 
Maurice Schwartz, Mr. and Mrs. Ar- 
| thur ‘Bugs’ Baer, Raymond Massey, 
Joseph M. Schenck. Mr. and Mrs. 
Harry A. Bull, Peter Mathew. Ru- 
dolph Ganz, Isaac F. Marcosson, 
Robert Morley. Alfred de Liagre, Jr., 
Betty Allen, Paul Stanton, 
M. Cohan, Herbert Graf. 


George 


yarn | 
Alice Faye and | 


(3) at} 


What happened back in | 


$300,000 was hit by °37 edition, and | 


creased to $102,750, while races were | 


profit air event organized for educa- | 


action ever taken to tax races, ac- | 


races at Cleveland, Saturday, Sunday | 


This is strictly a newsreel and ex- | 


Lillian Emerson, Morris Carnovsky, | 


Marshall, | 


U TIES-IN WITH 
AIR PROGRAM 
ON ‘MILLION’ 


A direct hookup between pictures 
and radio will revolve around Uni- 
versal’s forthcoming film, ‘I Stole 
a Million,’ which is based on the law: 
less career Of a 50-year-old western 
| guerilla, Roy Gardner, just out of 

Alcatraz, U paid Gardner $5,500 for 
| his life story and all rights 

Philip Morris’ radio program, 
which features a ‘Thrill of the Week’ 
sequence, will periodically point up 
zn excerpt from Gardner’s crime 
career, tieing it in directly with the 
U film. And just before ‘I Stole a 
| Million’ is ready for release. the 
ciggie show will reprise some of 
the highlights. Philip Morris show 
is on a CBS national hookup. 


To further cement the hookup, the 
now famed ‘Johnny,’ who ‘pages’ 
Philip Morris on the air, wiil do a 
page-boy bit in the U film. 

In the annals of present-day U. S. 
crime, Gardner is rated the modern 
| Jesse James. His encounters with 
postal authorities for robbing the 
mails, etc., has had him in and out 
of Federal penitentiaries many times, 
His last Alcatraz bit dates from 1921, 

John Bright and Robert Tasker au- 
thored the U script from Gardner's 
original, 








FILM-RADIO ANGLES 
TO $10,000 MISS. RACE 


St. Louis, Sept. 6. 

A race up the Mississippi from 
New Orleans to the local port next 
spring, between the Delta Queen of 
Stockton, Cal., and the City of St, 
Louis, owned by Commodore Ed- 
| ward C. Koenig for a side bet of 
| $10,000, will revive memories of the 
historic contest between the steam- 
boats Robert E. Lee and the Natchez, 
It already has film and radio peo- 
ple interested for sponsorship. The 
owners of the Delta Queen wanted 
the race in California as an attrac- 
| tion for the San Francisco Expo- 
| sition, but Commodore Koenig coun- 
tered with the proposal that if the 
Queen was victorious everyone 
would want to see the boat anyway. 


| The Queen will be powered by oil 
;}and the City of St. Louis by coal. 
| Commodore Koenig said it will cost 
| him between $50,000 and $75,000 to 
recondition his craft, which formerly 
was the harbor boat of the city, for 
the race and he expects to use 500 
tons of coal which will cost another 
| $5,000. Commodore Koenig has also 
agreed to pay 50° of the insurance 
costs of transporting the Queen to 
New Orleans for the race. The City 
|}of St. Louis, Commodore Koenig 
|said, will carry a crew of 60 and 
| about 40 passengers, including news- 
paper men, film folk, photographers, 
radio gabbers, etc. It has not been 
learned here what the Queen will do 
|to accommodate those interested in 
the contest. 

The Robert E, Lee’s record of 90 
;hours and 20 minutes made in the 
| 70s is certain to be shattered in the 
| forthcoming race. 





| SAILINGS 


| Oct. 12 (Los Angeles to Sydney), 
| Bernice Claire, Maryon Dale, George 
'Fred Harper, Katheryn Crawford 
| (Monterey ). 
| Sept. 15 (London to New York), 
Bert Wheeler, Ernie Dillon ‘Ile de 
| France). 

Sept. 14 (Los Angeles to Sydney), 
Irene Purcell, Mary Dees, Christine 


Maple, Marjorie Crosland, Ethel 
Remey (Mariposa). 

Sept. 8 (New York to London), 
Dorothy Alt (Queen Mary). 

Sept. 7 (London to New York? 
Ben Goetz, Gilbert Miller, Sonja 
Henie, Alexander Korda, Archie 
Mayo (Normandie). 

Sept. 4 (New York to London), 
Chester Hale, Nick Long. Jr.. Vera 
Hall, Marion Daniels, Jeanne Ross, 


Johnny Gaynor (Champlain) 


Aug. 30 (New York to London’, 
Sherman K. Ellis (Europa). 

Sept. 20 ‘London to New York), 
London Casino Revue, Eddie Fishnet 
(Degrasse ). 

Sept. 15 «London to Ne» York), 


Mr, and Mrs. Clifford C. Fischer, “i 
and Mrs. Henry Lartigue Hie of 


France). 
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GOV'T IMPATIENT WITH PIX 





Text of Arnold's ‘Consent’ Invitation 





Here is the text of the Governme 
the film industry, sent by U. S. asst. 
‘As Mr. Wiliiams of my staff advi 
tion for a preliminary injunction i 


one of the petition. 
intensive. 


and commitments from which no 


assistant attorney-general in charge 


and Distributors of America. 


to the Hays office’s chief counsel, which so far has been disregarded 
py the five majors at whom it 1s directed: 


this department is engaged in preparing the papers upon an applica- 
The preparation of supporting papers will be 


‘It will be appreciated if you could communicate with the five pro- 
ducer-exhibitor. defendants and ascertain whether or not they, or any | 
of them, would consider stipulating for the entry of such a preliminary 
injunction in order to maintain the status quo until the determina- 
tion of the suit upon its merits or until the further order of the court. 

‘It would be understood, of- course, that outstanding obligations 
relief may be obtained would be | 
excluded from the operation of such a preliminary injunction.’ 

Communication, dated July 28 and signed by Prof. Thurman Arnold, 


to Gabriel L. Hess, general counsel of the Motion Picture Producers 


Washington, Sept. 6. 
nt’s poorly disguised ultimatum to 
attorney-general Thurman Arnold 


sed you over the phone last week, 


n order to make effective prayer 


of anti-trust actions, was addressed 











‘ 





SMITH LEAVING 
UA; CO. MEETS | 
TOMORROW 


Andy Smith, sales manager under 
George J. Schaefer, vice-president 
in charge of distribution of United | 


Artists, is leaving that company. 
Smith came to UA from Warners 
two years ago, where he was eastern 
sales manager for several years. 

There is every indication that the 





scheduled meeting of the United | 


Artists board tomorrow (Thursday ) 
afternoon Will be‘an~ordinary ses- 
sion for purposes of discussing cer- 
tain routine corporate matters in ac- 
cordance with company regulations. 
Any thought purporting to indicate 
that a new chief executive, such as 
a president, would be named at this 


meeting is treated lightly for sev- | 


eral reasons. 


Principal one is that under com- 


pany regulations the president of the 
frm must also be a member of the 
board. Secondly, to name a presi- 
dent, the unanimous approval of the 
board is necessary. At the moment, 
such unanimity of opinion is lacking, 
but should it be had, the only pos- 
sibility the board would name ap- 
pears to be Maurice Silverstone, 
chairman of the executive commit- 
tee. Silverstone is the operating 
head of U.A., but not a member of 
the company board. 

It requires a meeting of stock- 
holders to name directors. So far, 
there has been none called. The 
board setup might be altered event- 
ually, in accordance with previous 
understandings of the partners, at 
such a shareholders meeting, at some 
future date. 

The presently scheduled board ses- 
sion was to have been held today 


(Wednesday), but has been post- | 





Tax Exemption Idea 


To Encourage Live 
Shows in the N. W. 





U.d. MAY Aak FOR 
PRELIM TNJUNC. 


Decision This Week—-Wash- 
ington Still Hopes _ for 
Parleys with the Indus- 
try’s Legalists on ‘Consent’ | 








—Know of the Film Busi- | 
ness’ Intention to ‘Fight’. 


—Bans Any Moves for 


Further Theatre Expan-' 


sion 


TRUCE MOVES 


Washington, Sept. 6. 

Decision whether to request pre- 
liminary injunctions against the 
major film companies named in the 
Federal Government’s anti-trust ac- 
tion is looked for late this week. 

With officials still hoping the in- 
dustry lawyers will consent to open 





Minneapolis, Sept. 6. 
As a means of increasing employ- 
ment of flesh-and-blood talent and 


theatre labor generally by encourag- | 
Congress- | 
man Dewey Johnson of one of the} 
Minneapolis districts announces he'll | 


ing stage presentations, 


introduce a bill to exclude all the- 


atres playing vaudfilm, _ straight 
vaude and legit from the present | 
theatre admission tax. | 


Johnson believes that the elimina- | 
| tion of the tax for the theatres in| 
/question would serve as a stimulus | 
to live talent. Whatever tax revenue | 


would be lost directly would be 


more than offset by direct tax gains | 
tax money from | 


through additional 
more corporations, individual 
payers, etc., in his opinion. 


KENT AND JOE SCHENCK 
BACK: LATTER TO COAST 


tax- 








Sid Kent, who has been vacation- | 


ing in Maine, returned to his office 


day) coming into town for confabs 
| with Joe Schenck, just back from 
| Europe. Kent returned from his va- 
ication at Rangely Lakes last month 
;to meet Darryl Zanuck when he 
| reached N. Y. Aug. 1, but went back 
,after a brief stay. He5s been in 
Maine for his health. 
| Before returning north early in 
| August, Kent indicated that nothing 
‘could be done on the trade reform 
| program until after Labor Day, if 
| anything at all was done. 

Schenck and Joe Moskdwitz, his 
N. Y. rep, leave for the Coast today 
(Wednesday ). 


‘Mrs. Fox Agrees to Open 
Ail-Continent’s Books 


boned a da¥ in order that Mary Pick- | 


ford might be able to attend. 


ether or not the new pact with) 


George J. Schaefer, distribution head 
the company, comes up at this 
meeting depends on whether it is 
‘ompleted and signed by that time. 
far as official indications go, the 


Schaefer deal is all that latter wishes 
It to be, 


As regards Silvers is ties | 
h 5 Seereee, Mie Sunes | creditors $500,000 if Hiram Steelman, | 


lof Atlantic City, trustee of the $9,-| 


nd authority are governed by con- 
act signed some time ago, so that 
M0 change could be envisioned or 
‘ontemplated therein. 

chaefer’s new deal is 
Years, 

Some operating changes are ex- 
ected under the Silverstone rule, 
tnd already certain economies have 
N put forward since he came into 
company. These are distinctly of 
1 operating nature. 


for five 


Fun in Durance Vile 


Hotlywood, Sept. 6. 
Warners added $50,000 to the 


bud 


~d ‘Blackwell's Island’ for ad- | 
als i - j o 
edy — particularly in com 
Wie” Curtiz is working with 
‘am McGann on direction. 





Atlantic City, Sept. 6. 

Compromising still farther in their 
battle to prevent William Fox's 
creditors from recapturing asserted 
assets in All-Continent Corp., the 
ex-picture magnate’s wife last week 
offered to permit the creditors to 
examine All-Continent’s books. 

Mrs. Eva Fox recently offered 


535,000 bankruptcy, would drop his 


suit against All-Continent.  Steel- 
man maintains that Fox, knowing 
|; bankruptcy was coming on, trans- 


ferred his assets to All-Continent, a 


corporation owned almost solely by | 


Mrs. Fox. 


— Selznick’s 506 ‘Rebecca’ 


| Hollywood, Sept. 6. 
David O. Selznick paid $50,000 for 
‘Rebecca,’ a British best seller, as 





| 
| 
| 


‘ducer aims to get Ronald Colman as) 
a co-star. 
Novel has already sold 


/ copies in England. It was authored 
| by Daphne Du Maurier, who wrote 
‘Jamaica Inn.’ 


iin New York City yesterday (Tues- | 


a starrer for Carole Lombard. Pro-| 


conversations aimed toward a con- 
sent decree, the Justice Department 
appeared to be getting impatient 
over the continued failure of the 
principal units to answer whether 
they will promise to maintain status 
quo concerning theatre investments. 
| Matter of waiting longer is one of 





No More Theatres 


The film industry,  coinci- 
dental with the original filing 
of the U. S. Government's suit, 
expressed itself opposed to fur- 
ther acquisitions. In fact, 
spokesmen for the major com- 
|} panies, which have theatre af- 
filiates, state that long before 
| 


the U. S. civil action they had 
| decided to do a little self-di- 
vorcement on their own. 

A new tack is that the in- 
dies, seemingly inspired by the 
cloak of Governmental litiga- 
| tion, are the ones going in for 
the haphazard theatre-building. 
The majors feel the brunt of 
this when the _ indies find 
themselves embarrassed for 
film product, due to prior 
commitments, and then they 
squawk anew to Washington 











|} and to the courts via a flock 
|| Of nuisance suits. 
'the propositions Prof. Thurman 


| Arnold, assistant U. S. attorney gen- 


| their 
| 
| have quite a few being edited and 








Hammons-Alperson-Skirball to Set 


1938-39 Program for New GN-Educ |: 
Minimum of 30 Pix; Jacksons B. R. 





Coast Preview Famine 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 
Previewers had a soft snap last 
week. Only one picture projected 
for their criticism. 
Reason for slump is that most 
studios are either well advanced in 
exhibitor commitments or 


| cut. Local exhibs managed to do 
| quite well without the preview 
| prop. 


| 
} 
| 


- PUB MAY JAM 
UP ‘ALEX’ 


London, Sept. 6. 
B. Feldman, music publisher here, 

lis holding out on 20th-Fox in con- 

numbers in 








nection with musical 
|‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band,’ for 
|'which clearance had not been ob- 
| tained up until today (Tuesday). 
| Feldman still holds 
| many of the original Berlin numbers, 
| while Chappell’s has the remainder. 
‘Alexander’ opens at the Regal 
Sept. 23. 

Warners’ new theatre opens with 
| ‘Robin Hood’ the end of the month. 
‘Saint Martin’s Lane’ opens at the 
| Carlton in October. 


Pix at Crossroads, 
| Says Pettijohn; Gov't 


Milwaukee, Sept. 6. 





lis at the fork of two roads—self- 
| regulation or another which is to be 
‘policed by a cop—Charles C, Petti- 
| john, of the Hays office, outlined 
| his conception of thé film business 
|as it currently exists, in a talk be- 


‘eral, is expected to take up with as- | fore the Wisconsin Motion Picture 


sociates this week, following absence 


| from his office most of the last fort- 


night. 

Silence on the part of the industry 
for more than a month irks the Jus- 
| tice Department. Only response to 
| Arnold's suggestion of an amicable 
| agreement, sent to Gabe Hess of the 
| Hays organization within a week 
after the petition was filed, is a curt, 
| non-committal acknowledgment, to 
ithe effect that the Government's 
| proposition would be laid before at- 
| torney’s for Paramount, 
RKO, 20th Century-Fox, and Warner 
| Bros. 

In the face of the industry’s pro- 
tracted refusal to take a stand, the 
| Justice Department prosecutors con- 
tinue to expect the assailed majors 

(Continued on page 21) 


GOETZ BRINGING M-G’S 
‘CITADEL’ FROM LONDON 


London, Sept. 6. 
Metro’s ‘The Citadel’ has been 
completed. 

The sneak preview proving satisfy- 
| ing, Ben Goetz sails with it on the 
Normandie Sept. 7. 

Flack Makes Good 
Hollywood, Sept. 6. 
former Paramount 


| Lew Smith 


50.000 flack, has been upped to associate 


producer in the Frank Lloyd unit. 
He gets screen credit as such in 
‘If I Were King.’ 


’ | 
Loew’s, 


| often 


'reunion here last Wednesday (31). 
‘If we follow the road of self- 
regulation we can continue to con- 


duct our own business,’ he said. ‘The | 
|; other road provides us with a po- 


liceman whose beat is changed so 
he can never learn the busi- 
ness. If any of you are thinking of 
taking this road, I beseech you to 
reflect just for a moment on the fate 
of other industries which have felt 


the throttling grip of political con- 


| trol. 
‘We are still free to choose the 
road we shall travel. I am old- 


| fashioned enough to believe that self- 


‘regulation is the correct course, not 


only for ourselves but for the public 
we serve. We haven't long to make 
up our minds, and by ‘we’ I mean 
all of us—exhibitors, distributors and 
producers. We can't just stand still 
and do nothing. The forces, in and 
out of the industry, which would 
put us under thumb are on the 
march. And we need a united front 

‘First necessity in self-res 


our trade problems is to 


ulation of 
adopt the 
principle of live and help live. T 
industry cannot operate 
under any system which would give 
group unfair advantage 
another. Every roup must have 
equal opportunity to do business and 
... All that is re- 
faith, integrity and 
If we have the will 
methods of self-regula- 
find. To help us 
don’t 
don’t 


one 
g 
t 
stay in business 
quired is good 
common sense 
to act, the 

tion are easy to 
make up our minds we 
courts and lawsuits, we 
legislatures and laws Exhibitors 
distributors and producers must 
make the decision for themselves.’ 


need 
need 


+ 


Cancelling prior plans to discuss 
initial season’s lineup over the Labor 
Day weekend at his home in Ma- 
maroneck, N. Y., E. W.. Hammons 
went into huddles yesterday (Tues.) 
with Edward L. Alperson and Jack 
H. Skirball to lay out the 1938-39 
program concurrent with immediate 
preparation of papers for incorpora- 
tion of the company that will repre- 


sent the merger of Grand National 
and Educational. Haste being im- 
perative in view of the lateness of 
the selling season, the entire °38-39 
etup will probably be set today 





LONDON MUSIC 


rights to} 


Policing, or Self-Reg 


Claiming that the industry today | 


(Wed.) or it the latest, by the 
of the 

Under plans to proceed conserva- 
| tively the first year. the season’s out- 
| put will number at least 30 features 
| the initial semester. How many 
more might be mace, if more. not 
decided, nor just what shorts sched- 


end 
week. 


ule will be. Shoris will carry the 
Educational label. 
Having under consideration nu- 


merous substitute titles, the tentative 
name of New Grand National may 
be changed. If something else isn’t 
accepted, old company’s name of 
Grand National Films may _ be 
changed to Grand National Pictures, 
Inc., Hammons having dislike for the 
appellation ‘New’ which is. being 
| tentatively used to designate the ac- 
' quired GN organization. 

Coincident with immediate plans 
|for a program schedule for °38-39 
| and incorporation of the merged 
| GN-Educational compantts, ac- 
| countants are at work making audits 
| which will be forwarded to Wash- 
|ington for the information of the 
| Securities & Exchange Commission. 
This will require about a week or 
| 10 days, in the opinion of Hammons. 
| Having approved the stock setup for 
| 
| 
| 





the new GN company meantime, the 
underwriting of the securities of GN 
will be set and officially announced 
when the audits now under prepara- 
| tion are filed with the SEC. Ham- 
mans states two large houses are 
| interested in the underwriting. They 
are not disclosed pending completion 
of official procedure with the SEC. 

The initial payment under the ac- 
quisition of GN by Hammons, 
(Continued on page 15) 
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‘Alex’ Sets Another Kind of Record 
Through Almost Getting Back 


Its Neg Cost in the First Month 


| This is the original title, but a pos- 


+ 








True to Title 


Placed on national release less than 
three weeks ago, date of availability 


throught the 20th-Fox exchanges Hollywood, Sept. 6. 
having been Aug. 19, ‘Alexander's Les Goodwins, RKO director, 


Ragtime Band’ lays claim to the un- 
-ecedented distinction of having 

precedente 

gotten back close to its negative cost 


claims a record for working his 
company on seven different sets 
in one day 


in rentals within that very brief He was making ‘The Miracle 
period. Costing around $1,200,000 to Racket.’ 








2 nnn ¢ 


make, nearly $1,000,000 
been reached in rentals in 
paratively small number of key en- 
gagements. 

A large proportion of the 
return is credited to two major en- 


has already 


a com- 





$87,000 Income Tax 


Claim Pursues Sr. 


rental 





3 ‘ 1.Y., and the ° 
gagements, the Roxy, N.Y., an F rb k e A | 
Chicago, Chicago, with new run al an S; ppea S$ 
grind records set in both. Picture —— 


is the first in the history of the Roxy 
to go more than four weeks and the | 
first to do more than two in B.&K.’s 
flagship, Chicago, Chi. The total gross 
at the Roxy will be around $340,000 
on the five weeks, while the total for 
the 2?-.ay run at the Chicago totals 


Washington, Sept. 6. 
Douglas Fairbanks is latest film 
|} personality to get his back up over 
the Treasury Department’s 
ent attempts to snare bigger portions 
of Hollywood income and has turned 
to the Board of Tax Appeals in hope 


$148,300 Over $200,000 in film | 6¢ relief from mounting tax burdens. 
rental is collected on these twW0! Fight over receipts from securities 
engagements, a record in each 1M- | transactions. Fairbanks asked the | 
stance. Additionally, as owner Of| Board to review the way the Fed- 
the Roxy, 20th obtains the theatre | 6,9) accountants classified a profit of 


operating profit on the house after 
payment of overhead and the per- 
centage to Fanchon & Marco, 
operators. | 

On the four weeks ending Thurs- 
day night (1) the Roxy had scored 
exactly $283,832 and played to a total 
of 636,253 people. On the fifth week, 
gauged at $57,000, the attendance will 
run more than a quarter of a mil- 
lion. Theatre, on a basis of gross, 
could hold a sixth week, excepting 
that other pictures, committed under 
contracts, are waiting for their open- 
ing (national release dates meantime | 


$689,594 from sale of bonds. 
Government assessed a deficiency 
judgment of $87,283 for 1930. 
Douglas Fairbanks is due 
from a European stay on Sept. 
and goes to the Coast pronto, 


ALAN HALE MULLING 
B’WAY PLAY: WB DEAL 


Alan 


back | 
14, 











Hale is in New York from 


“CAVALCADE’ TITLE 


STICKS FOR U. S. PIC 


Film industry’s feature, ‘Cavalcade 
of America,’ will be known as that 


'when it is shown in the theatre 
auditorium of the Federal building 


at the N. Y. World’s Fair next year. 


| sibility existed that it might be re- 


| tagged 


persist- | 


| monthly 


having been set and availabilities| the Coast on a possible play, along 

being held up), plus that RKO,| with personal business. Freelancing 

buyer of ‘Alex’ 2d run, has been | jn films for a spell, a Warner termer 

backing aip its play date calendar | is in work. 

waiting for it. Hale came east to look into sales | 
It is variously estimated that | angles of a new theatre seat manu- 


*Alex’ will gross from $3,500,000 to | facturing firm in which he’s inter- 
$4,000,000 in domestic rentals alone. | ested. If Coast deals permit it, 
| likely he will take a spot in Eddie 
Dowling’s forthcoming production of 
| ‘Madame Capet.’ 


20th Sales Up 10% 
Hollywood, Sept. 6. 
Selling for the new season at 20th- 
Fox is up 10% over the correspond- 
ing period for last year, according to 
Herman Wobber, general sales chief, 
here to confer with Darryl Zanuck 
and other production execs. 





Shorting M-G Features 
For Foundation Stunt 














a | tional experiment by Joseph Losey, 

$185,000 UA Suit Up 
Shorts made from ‘Captains Cour- 
Washington, Sept. 6. | #8 material on human relations by 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 
e T k Hi Four old Metro features are being 
Bill Hart a es 1S | cut into 14 shorts as an _ educa- 
financed with $69,000 by the Rocke- 

feller Foundation. 
To U. S. Supreme Court ageous,’ ‘Men in White,’ ‘Fury’ and 
_ | ‘The Devil Is a Sissy,’ will be used 
Squabble between William S. Hart, | the Progressive Education Associa- 
tion, N. Y. 








past generation cowboy star, and 
United Artists over split in profits 
from 13-year-old thriller was laid 


before the U. S. Supreme Court last 
week. Hart is requesting a review 
of Second Circuit Court of Appeals’ 
decision nixing his suit for $185,000 
against the distributing company. | 
Fight is over distribution of rentals| Samuel Goldwyn’s ‘The Lady 
from ‘Tumbleweed.’ | the Cowboy’ is being directed in two 
UA booked the film in accordance | Units on the United Artists lot, 
with provisions of the contract, Hart Henry C. Potter continues to pilot 
told the judges, but ‘knowingly and | the first company, and Stuart Heis- 
intentionally’ agreed on low rentals | ler is handling No. 2, completing tie- 
so that receipts from exhibitors were | Ups between outdoor and_ indoor 
insufficient to cover production | stuff. 
costs, which hit $302,000 without con- — 


sidering worth of his own talent. ‘GUN’ FOR RUBEN 


ERWINS EAST FOR PIC Hollywood, Sept. 6. 


Speed Up ‘Lady’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 
Behind in its production schedule, 











J. Walter Ruben’s second job as 
| producer at Metro will be ‘Gun in 
| His Hand,’ 


| 
| 
| 


‘These United States,’ be- 


| 
| 


' 


cause E. I. duPont de Nemours Co. | 


had protested it had a radio program 
bearing the same name. However, 
‘Cavalcade of America’ is the best 
title and will stick. 

Ed Flynn, designated by President 
Roosevelt to have charge of the 
Government’s building and exhibit 
at the New York exp sition, asked 
the film business to make this fea- 
ture for showing in the Federal 
building’s theatre. Will Hays and 
board of directors of the Motion Pic- 
ture Producers & Distributors 
ciation agreed to produce the film 

Production largely will consist of 
highlights of American history as 


aSSoO- 


presented in great historical photo- | 


plays that principal U. S. producers 
turned out in the last 20 years. Part 
of picture may include a superim- 
posed description and overlay effect; 
but this has yet to be ruled on. 


MUCH ACTIVITY 


IN JULY WALL 
ST. MART 


Washington, Sept. 6. 


—3 


Astoria Plant's Extensive Prod. 
Necessitates Another New Bldg 


— —_—__ -— -—_ 

With an untitled feature by A, p 
Waxman and associates, and anothe; 
by Educational-Grand — Nationay 
spotted for forthcoming Production 
at the Astoria plant, Eastern Service 
Studios and Audio Productions. Inc 
have drawn plans for a new building 
to be erected adjoining its ; 





Down but Not Out 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 
That old Hollywood tragedy, 
‘The Face on the Cutting Room 
Floor.’ was reversed for Wal- 
ter Kingsford, playing Tristan 


Dresent 


L’Hermite in Paramount's ‘If lI studios. This would provide three 
Were King.’ additional studio stages in a true. 

Attracted by Kingsford’s vil- ture the same height at the presen 
lainous face peering from the studio building. New structure would 


be 200 by 350 feet in size and fill ous 
the full square block owned by East. 
ern Service. 

No date set as yet for start of con. 
struction, and it is 


sweepings, Producer - Director 
Frank Lloyd inserted half a 
dozen elose-ups which had been 
discarded in the first cut of the 





possible t} 


Nat 








film. 
| 





Audio and the educational] picture 
group of Electrical Research Prod. 
P L k M H ye ucts might confine al] its activities 
ar, 00 ag a to the new plant addition. Audio 


93 one ? s yroduces industrial an ‘om 
Hollyw’d Time Idea; iionie em 
’ — Feature film which Waxman will 
U S Similar Newsreet produce is reported as set for Uni- 
| versal release. The Educational-GN 
feature would be among the first 1 


rcial 


0 


Look magazine in conjunction | be turned out under the merged <et- 
with Paramount will essay a sort/ up. It is understood also to be in the 
of March of Time of Hollywood. The | nature of an experiment to deter- 

mine how easter : . 
stunt will be a series -of shorts, | " i age production. costs 
compare with those on the Coast 
cit se > » be y- a Cr J a 
taking the public behind the Holly-| where Grand National has made al] 
wood scene, tied in with the Look| of its features thus far. 
periodical. Par and the Des Moines William Rowland is now winding 
Register-Tribune crowd, which pub-| up shooting on first of £roup of Span 
| ~ AE ar e ‘ . ; ge el 
| lishes Look, have long had a coO-/ ish language features which RKO 
operative exploitation tieup. will handle for the Latin-American 


| for 


Topflight bosses of 20th Century- | 


} 


Fox dominated resurgence of stock | 


market trading by film corporation 


insiders 


Commission 
week. 


| chairman 


during July, the  semi- 


Securities & Exchange 
report showed last 
Unusual number of transac- 
tions, ending long period of in- 
activity on the part of officers and 
directors of pic companies. 

Both Joseph M. Schenck and 
Darryl F. Zanuck sheared substan- 
tial part of their 
Fox common. 
over the entire month, the 
unloaded 19,600 
Zanuck, in five deals over as 


board 


while 


many successive days, turned 10,000, the Spa 
| ducats 


into cash. At month end, 
Schenck still accounted for 
shares of common and 23,284 of $1.50 
preferred; Zanuck for 152,130 com- 
mon and 21,946 preferred. 

Trading also in paper of Warner 
Bros., Pathe, Loew's Boston and Uni- 
versal, while belated report showed 
details of April 1936 transactions in 
Universal Pictures securities. 


Stanleigh P. Friedman, officer and | 


director, gave away $5,000 worth of 


| WB debentures, hanging on to $41,- 


| 000. 


| Loew’s Boston Theatres. 


and | 


He also holds title to 600 com- 
mon shares. 

Gurdon W. Wattles, Pathe board 
member, peddled 400 Pathe common, 
in two 200-share lots, cutting his in- 
terest to 800 shares. 
shares of its Hub realty subsid, 
Added 29 
more common shares, bringing the 
total in the parent company’s port- 
folio to 99,634. 

Series of deals in Universal Corp. 


PIC TERMER FOR B’WAY 





| 


toga, this summery, is slated to ap-| 


| player stated she did not wish to re- 
holdings of 20th- | turn to Hollywood this season and is | © 


tickets, | 


In 16 blocs, peddled | Known to have turned down an of- 


Universal newsreel has just closed, market. Production on ‘One Third 
with George McCall, Old Gold's} of a Nation,’ which Harold Orlob and 
Hollywood gossiper, for a_ similar) associates will make, starts Sept. 6 
weekly stunt, treating with the film) with Sylvia Sidney in the lead. Wi). 
studios. McCall gets $100 a week} liam K. Howard and Bernard Steele 
this chore. |}also will make ‘Home Town’ at the 
cence Astoria studio. Both pictures 


FAY WRAY REFUSES COL. be distributed by Paramount. 





W ill 


Milton Schwarzwald will 
| production activity at the Eastern 
Service plant this month, when he 
Swings into action on additional mu- 
sical shorts for the 1938-39 programs 
of both Universal and RKO. Educa- 
tional unit also starts on its new 
short features this month. 

Sylvia Sidney had to return to New 
York by Thursday (1) on a smaller 
boat from Europe in order to live up 
her contract with Harold Orlob 
for ‘One Third of a Nation,’ which 
specified she must be in New York 
three days in advance of Labor Day 
(5). 


add to 


Fay Wray, who has starred in sev- 
eral shows at the Spa theatre, Sara- 


pear on Broadway this fall. Picture 


fer from Harry Cohn of a termer 
with Columbia films. 
Miss Wray’s final 


was in ‘There's 


appearance at 
Always 


| Juliet, which closed the season there | Par Has ‘Vessel’ Pic 





| 


; , | tire income 
Loew's cortinued corralling stray | 


voting trust certificates by Daniel M. | 


Sheaffer. In six batches, he disposed 
of 600 coupons, cutting his pile to 
13,600, plus his stake in Standard 
Capital Co.’s 26,500. Whiskered re- 
port showed P. D. Cochrane in April, 


| 1926, dumped all of his paper, 688 


rn now being scripted by | 
AND PERSONAL TOUR | Wells Root from an original by Wil- | 


(liam A. Ulman, Jr. 
| gets the top role. 


Wallace Beery 


Stuart Erwin and his wife. June} Ruben cooperates with Mervyn Le- 
Collyer, will arrive in New York) Roy in his first Metro production, 
around Sept. 10 to arrange a _ per- | ‘Stand Up and Fight.’ He will have 
sonal appearance tour and make a| complete charge of ‘Gun.’ 





picture at the Astoria, L. I., studios. 

Harry Engel! of Fanchon & Marco 
office is holding up booking at the 
Fox theatre, Detroit, until pair work 
out their film studio time. Not set 
whether they will tour or film first. 


U Drops Whale 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 
Universal is dropping Director 
James Whale. 
Letting his option lapse Sept. 20. 


READY FOR GRID SEASON 
Hollywood, Sept. 6. 

Metro has three football shorts 
ready to be released as soon as the 
| grid season opens. 

Robert Benchley’s ‘How to Watch 
Football’ is a comedy. The other 
two are Pete Smith specialties, ‘Grid 
Rules,’ a technical explanation, and 
‘Football Thrills,’ 
usual plays from last year’s news- 
reels, 








| voting trust certificates of the first 


series, 1,408 of the second series, and 
184 pieces of second preferred, 


Another overdue statement showed | 


Daniel C. Collins, added to the Uni- 
versal Corp. directorate last year, 
has no financial interest in the firm. 


Spitz Betting $75,000 


Corrigan Is an Actor 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 
Leo Spitz still hopes to make a 
film actor out of Douglas Corrigan. 
RKO president paid the ‘wrong way’ 


' flyer $25,000 for his biography and 


| technical advice, and is ready to pay | 


a collection of un- | 


him $75,000 more to appear in the 
picture tentatively titled ‘My Flight 
to Ireland.’ 

Corrigan is slated to 
Pandro Berman, studio 
chief, Sept. 10. Picture is skeded to 


report to 


iHhit the cameras withia five weeks. 


production | 
| Western Electric for 24 years, serv- 


129.843 | last week. 


For U.S. Release; Will 
Grace Moore’s $339,175 Try for Quota Credits 


96. | 
Income int 36; US. Probes “Vessel of Wrath,’ Charles Laugh- 


!ton starrer which Erich Pommer was 
‘trying to spot for distribution in 





Washington, Sept. 6. 


Government hauled Grace Moore,|U.S. during his stay in U.S. last 
warbler, before the Tax Appeals|month, will be handled by Para- 
board last week in an effort to collect | mount. Deal will be signatured 


large amount which she allegedly shortly. 
failed to pay on her 1936 film and The British-made feature will be 
concert earnings. Bureau of Internal | used by Paramount in fulfilling its 
Revenue levied deficiency  assess- | quota lineup the first year of the 
ment of $109,292, on ground that en- | new English quota act. Effort will 
is taxable. be made to obtain at least $150,000 
Brief presented the board Satur- gross rental on the picture in the 
day (3) said she pocketed $339,175 U.S market. This will enable Par 
in 1936, to receive credit for two quota pic- 
a a a tures. If below that figure, but in 
M-G Icing Three Rinks excess of $100,000, distributors figure 
it will give Paramount one quota 

Hollywood, Sept. 6. 

Metro is building three complete 


credit. 

ice rinks to film ‘The Ice Follies,’ 
which Harry Rapf will produce and 
Reinhold Schunzel direct. 
Locale of the rinks will be Holly- | 
wood, New York and an imaginary | 


BENNY-LAMOUR TEAM 
IN PAR’S ‘ABOUT TOWN’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 6 


city. Dorothy Lamour co-stars with 

a Jack Benny in Paramount's ‘Man 

This is the troupe from the Inter- | About Town,’ a comedy based on 
national Casino, N. Y., which MCA Benn W. Levy's original 

sold to Metro. | Production starts Nov. 14, with 

sieaicacneiadm Arthur Hornblow, Jr., producing 


11 Kick Off in Sept. at RKO 


Hollywood, Sept. © , 
tomorrow (Wednesday’ 





3 Young ’Uns Okayed 
Los Angeles, Sept. 6. 
Superior Judge Emmet H. Wilson 
last week approved film and radio 
contracts for three femme minors, 
Pacts were between Samuel Gold- 


Starting 


}wyn and Earleyne Schools; Eddie RKO js slated to roll 11 pictures dur- 
labia eis sate ete Cliff Reid production, is the ke b 
go, followed by ‘Law West of 1oMmit 

STEVENSON HEADS ERPI tune’ Seo 12. 
T. Kennedy Stevenson has been| Three more, ‘Pacific Liner, “Love 
named president of Electrical Re-|Match’ and an_ untitled Georse 
search Products, Inc., to fill the post | O’Brien starrer, get the gun Sept 15; 


left vacant through the recent death | ‘Trailer Romance,’ Sept. 20; hse 4 
of Whitford Drake. House’ and ‘The Castles, with 
Stevenson has been associated with | Astaire-Rogers, Sept. 21; ‘Miss xX. 


Sept. 23, and ‘Memory of Love 
‘Little Orvie,’ Sept. 30. 


ing as comptroller the last 10 years. 




















To! 
at th 
that | 
coup! 
Kalm 
patch 
of ot 
monc¢ 


Bo 
but ! 
the s 
conc’ 
in tl 
Mart 
ing | 
Stan 
ule 
day 
at 8 
half 

In 
femr 
resul 
unmé 
quar’ 
of A 
$0 Pp 
ferer 
to st 
all a 
a gli 
his.a 

Ka 
are i 
betw 
sock« 
to ct 
fall ; 


Hu 
hew 
open 
Asso 
ance 
the 
past 


day 


hous 


of st: 
days 
sing] 





— 


8 


.P. 
ther 
onal 
tion 
Vice 
Inc, 
ding 
Sent 
hree 
rue. 
sent 
Ould 
out 


¢ ¢ 
suS\- 


con.~ 
that 
ture 
rod- 
ities 
udio 
“Cial 


will 
Uni- 
-GN 


t to 


hit d 
and 
t. 6, 
W il- 
eele 
the 
will 


| to 
tern 

he 
mu- 
ams 
Ica- 
ew 


New 
ler 
> up 
rlob 
hich 
‘ork 
Day 


| 
dits 


ugh- 
was 
) in 
last 
ara- 
ured 


| be 
y its 
the 
will 
). 000 
the 
Par 
pic- 
t in 
pure 
uota 


| 


WN’ 


with 
Man 


with 
icing 


lay ), 
dur- 


yrity 
with 
» 


vr, | 
ant 








+ 





Wednesday September 7, 


1938 





PICTURES 





BIG RUSH 





Pitt Finds Femmes Crazy for H'woo 


Males in Person; 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 6. 


Tony Martin’s dynamite b.o. draft 
at the Stanley this week parallels 
that of Gene Raymond at same spot 
couple of years ago and has Harry 
Kalmine, WB zone manager, dis- 
patching SOS to Hollywood for flock 
of other film names. Cases of Ray- 
mond and Martin are pretty much 
the same. 

Both fairly well established in pix, 
but mean less than nothing here on 
the screen aS far as marquee draft is 
concerned. Yet Raymond came along 
in the flesh to break records and 
Martin’s doing the same thing. Open- 
ing day biz terrific, so much so that 
Stanley found it necessary to sched- 
ule six stage shows both on Satur- 
day and Labor Day, opening doors 


at 8 a. m. to get picture started 
half hour later. 
In both bookings it’s been the 


Wants More of ’ 


Buck Ain’t Ridin’ 
Hollywood, Sept. 6. 
Buck Jones got off his horse 
and signed with Paramount as 
a star in ‘Vice Squad,’ a pic- 
ture without boots, saddles or 
thundering herds. 
Jones just finished ‘South of 
Rio,’ his last western for 
Coronet Pictures. 


— + 








FO 


+ hahoielimmsinnainay 


MUCH STALLING AT 























CROSBY SIGNS 
FOR SOLO AT U 


-_—_-_-—_—-— 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 





femme patronage that’s bringing the 
results. Raymond at the time was 
unmarried and it was figured in some 
quarters fact that Martin’s the spouse 
of Alice Faye might not make him 
so potent a draw. Makes no dif- 
ference, however, with alley leading 
to stage door packed with dames of 
all ages and descriptions waiting for 
a glimpse of the fillum singer and 
his autograph. 

Kalmine’s of the opinion that there 
are a flock of other Hollywood in- 


Bing Crosby inked agone-picture 
deal with Universal after a huddle 
| with J. Cheever Cowdin, chairman 
| of the board. Crooner is understood 
| to have a financial interest in the 
| Sorneenee picture, similar to the 
|}one he had with Emanuel Cohen. 
| Film, still untitled, is slated to start 
| Oct. 15. 

Cowdin spent the weekend mak- 
ing a survey of Universal produc- 
‘tions. He made a similar canvass 
| two weeks ago. 





betweeners who would be similarly | 


socko in person, and making efforts 
to corral a few more of them for 
fall and winter season. 


Detroit’s Pix P. A.s 
Detroit, Sept. 6. 

Hugh Herbert is booked into the 
new Wyandotte theatre, recently 
opened in suburban Wyandotte by 
Associated Theatres, Inc., in continu- 
ance of a name policy followed by 
the chain in its Rialto in Flint for 
past few years. 

Three Stooges completed a three- 
day appearance at the Wyandotte 
lat week, while Tom Mix played 
house during opening ceremonies 
Aug. 19. Top admish for three days 
of stage shows, Friday through Sun- 
days, is 30c., compared with 25c. for 
single pic rest of week. 


PAR’S $50,600 FOR GEO. 
ABBOTT'S ‘WHAT A LIFE’ 


Deal for the purchase of the 
screen rights to ‘What a Life,’ Clif- 
ford Goldsmith’s comedy at the Bilt- 
more, New York, is ready to be 
signed at a reported price of $50,000. 
Several companies have been after 
the play, but the author and George 








Abbott, producer, held out for a| 


Price, 
According to the tentative terms of 
e deal, Paramount cannot re- 


lease the picture in the U. S. until 
next June. No date has been set for 
the English release, as negotiations 
we under way for a legit produc- 
tion in London. 


Goldsmith has a deal in the works 
a radio serialization, based on the 
tharacters in the play. 


BOJANGLES, 10 OTHERS 
DROPPED BY 20TH-FOX 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 
wil Robinson is off the contract 
Xa 20th-Fox. He is now on a 
mer fn Picture basis, being held 
Which or a role in ‘Hard to Get, 
day 80es into production Thurs- 

8), 
Ronit Zanuck has dropped 10 
last heron the player roster in the 
Beck €w weeks. Others are Tom 
Shirl Dick Baldwin, Paul McVey, 
Meee Deane, Virginia Field, Ethel 
Trevos Simone Simon, Claire 
Ca r and Helen Westley. Eddic 
st ntor last week left the 
“Ory differences, 





lot ove! 


‘M-G Hunts Yarn For 


Cantor; Comedian 





Hollywood, Sept. 6. 
| Eddie Cantor, who split with 20th- 
Fox after story difficulties, is talk- 
ing a deal with Metro. 

Contract depends on studio’s 
| ability to find a suitable yarn. 


Cantor’s Reasons 
Beverly Hills, Sept. 4. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Darryl Zanuck and I disagreed 
over my next story. I felt, and 
still feel that it is time to get away 
from the formula pictures I have 
been making. It is important at this 
time to make a big musical, where 
I can play ‘Eddie Cantor’ for a 
change. 

Despite the fact that ‘Ali Baba 
Goes to Town’ will gross $2,000,000, 
it is my contention that one who 
has been successful in the theatre, 
as in my particular case, will be 
successful on the screen. I 


thing else besides an insipid char- 
acter which the audience does not 
believe. 

The disagreement with Zanuck 
was, believe me, a friendly one. At 
the present time negotiations have 
been opened up between two studios 
and myself so that maybe before 
you go to press I will know my 
future plans for the screen. 

Eddie Cantor. 


STEFFES’ STAND FOR 
‘EXTENDED’ PRODUCT 


Minneapolis, Sept. § 

Alvin theatre, W. A. Steffes’ de 
luxe loop house, which is to provide 
downtown opposition for Paramount- 
Singer combine, will open this month 
with ‘Drums.’ After playing here 
film will go into World for extended 
first-run. 

Steffes is making a fight to obtain 
| product. He has addressed letters 
to all exchanges to ascertain what 
| films are available. If he not 
succeed in getting sufficient first-run 
product it is expected he will de- 
mand pictures after they have played 
other houses for extended first-runs 


| 








does 


It’s a question here whether, es- 
pecially in view of the Government 
anti-trust suit, a demand for picture 
for extended first-run can ve re- 
fused, especially if the exhibit 
willing to meet the price paid Iini- 
tially for the films. 


Expiains Fox Schism 


want | 
to sing and I want to play some-| 


| 
| 


Panic Is on to Complete New 

| Product Deals—Stalled All 
Summer, but, as Expected, 
Now Anxious Close 
Picture Buys 


| 
to 


| DISTRIBS OVERWORKED 


ly reached the frantic stage. Buyers 
| from all over the country are now 
| rushing to exchange centers or home 
offices in New York to make deals 
before any more time is lost. An un- 
usually large number of theatre op- 
erators, with chains or individual 
properties, have waited through the 
summer months of June, July and 
August before lining up their film 
supply for the coming year, 

Those that have been delayed in- 
clude some who have stalled in all 
directions with all companies, while 
a representative group has aone 
some buying for protection, but 
waited until now to round out the 
season’s requirements. 

Out of the delay and the bicker- 
ing, with the lateness of the sum- 
mer finally forcing operators to fill 
their playing time demands for the 
new year, a tremendous strain has 
been placed uron both exhibitors 
and distributors, principally the lat- 
|; ter. The top sales executives of the 
producing-distributing companies are 
| working overtime right now, as ne- 
gotiations for contracts pile up on 
them from all directions. A lot of late 
traveling on deals is also part of the 
current pressure, 








A few pictures are being sold un- 
| der contracts at 40%, but generally 
the top is 35% with all companies. 
Metro is getting 40% for two on its 
*38-"39 program and United Artists 
is demanding this figure also, though 
meeting considerable resistance. 
20th-Fox, one of the three majors 
which is claimed to be fairly well 
ahead of others, is selling its pictures 
at no more than a 35% high, includ- 
ing ‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band,’ 
which, it is conceded, could ask for 
more percentage. 

Flat deals are being made along 
with those on percentage, the pro- 
portions running abou: the same as 


turning down flat proposals on 
everything, but the Hal Roach four- 
reelers. These alone are being 
marketed flat. 
Par-WB Sliding Percent 
The Warner Bros. percentage plan 
worked out with Paramount, and be- 
(Continued on page 22) 





EAGT, EAGER NOM 


After much delay, stalling and 
parrying, negotiations on new sea- 
son (1938-39) contracts have sudden- | 


8°39 DEALS 


VARIETY 8 


| 








esser Distributors 


Staging 


A ‘Sellers’ Strike in Northwest: 


Resent Indi 














P-CANADIAN'S 
0TH ANNIV'Y 


Toronto, Sept. 6. 
Marking the 20th anniversary of 
the founding of Famous Players- 
Canadian, and its growth from one 
theatre in Toronto to some 200 
owned or operated across Canada, 


executives will make flying visits to | 


hold regional conferences and in- 

formal celebrations at Western key- 

points. 
Visitors 


are N. L. 


prez; J. J. Fitzgibbons, v.p in charge | 


|of operations; R. W. Bolstad, comp- 


troller; Ben Geldsaler, chief booker. 
Schedule is Winnipeg, Sept. 6-7; Ed- 
monton, Sept. 9: Calgary, Sept. 10; 
Vancouver, Sept. 12-13. 

Eastern division deliberations cli- 


i|maxed here with bonus cheques be- 


ing passed out to managers, amount 


based on percentage of year’s in- | 


crease on gross take. All managers 
participated, lowest cheque being $50 
but several running from $700-$800. 
As a tribute to his 20 years’ service 
with FP-Canadian, Clarence Robson, 
eastern division supervisor, was pre- 
sented with a cellarette. 





Diveveal 15 Yrs. Ago, 


Gertie Vanderbilt Now 
Asks Pincus’ Support 


Joe Pincus, 20th-Fox story and 


| talent scout in New York, divorced 


| Gertrude Vanderbilt, 
| sical comedy star, 
| ago. 


former mu- 
some 15 years 
Miss Vanderbilt, in retirement 


for some years, has now started 


| proceedings through attorney Jo- 


,;needy Pincus 


~ Selective Bargaining 


last year, although UA this season is | Sepa Schallek for alimony and non- 


support. 

Former actress alleges an oral 
agreement that if she ever became 
would take care of 
her via alimony. At the time of 
their original schism, there was no 
alimony awarded. The 20th-Fox 
film man denies any such agreement 
or understanding. 


Authors Now Shop for Agents with Reps for Script ana 


| Sales to Films 


| 


| 
Ai:sthorse now shop 


agents, idea being to hook up with 


whatever agent has made a partic- 
ularly good sale at the moment. 


Scribblers, the 
are evidently of the opinior 

agent who has sold the screen rights 
of a play for a big price can get a 


tyros, 


that an 


~ le mler 
particularly 


similar price for anything else the 
agent is handling, and hence a rush 
of typewriter-jugglers to get that 
particular agent as their representa- 
tive. 

Scribble ire making it the busi- 
ness to lea th der f of the 
agent o sell stuff fe Fig col 
whereupor ey pu awa fro 
tnell gu representative f 
tl p » J e their stuff t f 
) f cal Pp i f 

t ri ( } ri até 
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selectively for! 


comed by the agents, of course, ex- 
cept for the fact that most of thi 


material is not so good. 

Current play market is an illus- 
tration. Agents are generally be- 
moaning the lack of plays, and one, 
in an effort to get some plays into 


the office, recently announced a con- 
test, with $250 as a prize for the best 
script submitted. Yet another agent, 
a woman, who placed a play 
ubsequently 


hit and 
i garnered some 


whict 
became a 
$200,00" for the 
has had such a rus} 
cripts that he 

charging $10 a for 


10 nave nota yet had a Broad vay 


whicl 
picture rignts, 
o! manu since 


autnol 


Nathanson, | 


e Exhibs Pettiness 


a ~ - —— — 
Notes on Noses Minneapolis, Sept. 6 
- Twin City independent exhibito1 
= 
Noses for ne W alte ;} who are stl king against percentage 
y ; . | _—" . 
Wanger had his broken in a } pictures and boosted rentals, will run 
1 > 
polio game into a stone wall on buying the so- 
Lou Clayton is bobbing his i 
, called lesser product, it has become 


apparent here. Used to dictating 
company stuff 
even more 
the ensuing sea- 
de- 


prices for the minor 
g to buy 


| vantageou ly during 
} 


and expectin ad- 


on, because of such industry 
velopmen as the divorcement case 
lecision and the Government’s anti- 
trust sult, these theatre owners are 
due for the surprise of their live 


according to the present stand taken 


| by exchange heads. 

In revolt because of alleged un- 
| fair treatment at the independents’ 
hands, the companies that are further 
down the scale than Metro, 20th-Fox, 
| Paramount, etc., are preparing to 
| stage a strike of their own. This 
|}one, however, will be a_ sellers’ 
| strike and, as a result of it, the shoe 
will be on the other foot, and buy- 
|ing af Columbia, Universal, etce., 
| product will be tougher than ever. 
Feeling they’re in the saddle be- 
| cause of their exceptionally strong 
| product lineup and general condi- 
tions within the industry, the lesser 
| major companies, and even the in- 
| dependents, here indicate they’re 
| ready to take the ‘strike’ play away 
|from the exhibitors and _ obtain 
| ‘revenge’ for the exhibitors’ alleged 
mistreatment of them. 


Heads of the ‘unimportant’ com- 
panies declare that many of the 
independent exhibitors, who squawk 
the loudest about the ‘unfairness,” 
‘greed’ and ‘squeezing’ tactics of the 
major distributors, and the ‘murder- 
| ous’ trade practices crushing the 
| little fellows, are the least ‘live-and- 
| let-live’ in spirit. These independent 
exhibitors won’t give the smaller 
| distributors any kind of a decent 
| break, take every possible advan- 
tage of them when it comes to buy- 
ing the pictures they want, don't 
| know the meaning of ‘square deal’ 

‘fairness’ in dealings, and aie 


| or 
| ornery and stony-hearted persons to 
| do business with, it’s charged. When 
the bigger major companies, who 
can afford to be independent, exact 
all the traffic will bear and drive 
the little fellow to the wall, they’re 
giving the boys a dose of their own 
medicine, the independent exchange 
| people in particular feel. 

Columbia here, claiming to have 








in ‘You Can’t Take It With You, 
| one of the finest pictures ever 
| made,’ is letting Twin City inde- 


| pendent exhibitors know that com- 
pany will close ‘only the right kind 
of deals’ and they’re not going to 
sell ‘for peanuts’ any more, Exhibi- 
tors who want Columbia product 
will ‘have to come across,’ Hy Chap- 
man, local branch manager, says. 
If a company has the box office pic- 
tures, what's the difference who 
made them and why will exhibitors 
pay for major company product, 
then try to ‘steal’ other lesser 





| companies’ product? the ‘unim- 

| portant’ distributors’ branch man- 

| agers are asking. 

Of course, there’s an exhibitor 
ide to the present controversy, 
however. The independents declare 
that a company such as 20th-Fox 
for example, is deserving of more 
consideration than the lesser outfits 
because it turns out consistently high 
quality films. Instead of being 
‘abused,’ the minor distributors have 


been the abusers and inflicted plenty 


of suffering on theatre-owne! the 
independents charge. In order to 
obtain one or two itstanding box 
office pictures from the le come 
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Crester Flas Drive Off in Gala 


Style; All Sorts of Ballyhoo Stunts 





Launching of big ads in daily pub-| addition, publishers requested dra- 
lications brought special sections, matic and city desks to open up on 
color layouts and editorials in news- | special stories for reams of public- 
papers participating, Tribune-Tele- | ity have been devoted since on all 
gram of Salt Lake City used eight} sides to the inter-industry goodwill 


Tuning Up the Drive 








Hollywood, Sept. 6. 
Master record, bearing songs 
by six film stars and short 
speech by Will H. Hays, is en 


—————__ 


gie’s All Set with Flock of Wrong 


Wednesday September 7, 1939 | 


Answers in the $250,000 Movie Qui 





route to New York, to be used -- 
as a radio plug for the ‘Motion 
Pictures Are Your Best Enter- 
tainment’ campaign. 

Irving Rubine, who sent the 
record on its way, is distributing 
24 copies to Coast broadcasting 


Dear Joe: 


pages in color with news of film | splurge. ; ; stations through Fox-West son for both of them. 
business. Many cities called atten-| Idea of launching campaign locally Coast theatres. . 
tion to campaign in Labor Day | with a parade was dropped when Transcription contains ‘Pic- 


parades when IATSE affiliated unions | opening day of contest coincided 


furnished floats and decorations. with opening of Allegheny County’s ‘Song of the Marines,’ by Dick 
First supply of Movie Quiz book- | Sesqui-Centennial celebration. Two Powell; ‘Thanks for the 
Jets was virtually exhausted in more | parades that day, one for Wrong- Memory,’ by Bob Hope; ‘Medley 
than 200 theatres, reports early this; Way Corrigan and other for Sesqul of Hits,’ by Shirley Temple; 
week indicated, with the distribu- | inaugural, left the films out in the ‘The Man on the Flying 
tion of about 20,000,000 contest books | cold although the ffirst-run_ sites Trapeze,’ by Claudette Colbert 
thus far. profited briskly as a result of the and Clark Gable, and the music 
Veiled threat last week from Na- | downtown influx. of ‘Singing in the Rain,’ by a 


tional Association of Broadcasters 
to keep the film industry from ob- 
taining free access to the radio was 
followed by complaints from weekly 
newspaper editors and publishers. | Is 


Campaign Pic Rolls 
Hollywood, Sept. 6. 
Frank Whitbeck rolled ‘The World 
Yours,’ 





colino,’ sung by Ginger Rogers; 


studio orchestra. 











comedian in show business. 


Weekly papers were overlooked in 
the newspaper ad plans with the re- 
sult that publishers of these com- 
paratively small-circulation papers 
were beginning to voice squawks and 
in some instances threaten to ‘boy- 
cott’ the campaign. 
the large number of 
weeklies, it was explained at cam- 
paign headquarters in N. Y., a big 
additional appropriation, perhaps of 
$250,000, would have been necessary 
to spot ads in them. Campaign of- 
ficials denied that the decision to use 
only daily newspapers was made be- | 
cause advertising agencies, reputedly | 
leaning towards such method of cov- | 
erage, were relied on too much for | 
advice. 
Despite the NAB threat, various 
radio sponsors already have given 
time to the film drive on their vari- | 
ous programs, 
ample will be the keynote speech | 
by Will Hays next Monday (12) on 
the Lux broadcast over CBS and 
Canadian outlets, plus foreign short- 
wave facilities. On Thursday (1) 
night, Louis B. Mayer spoke about 
the drive and ‘Boys Town,’ Metro 
release, specifically on the Metro 
‘Good News’-Maxwell House pro- 
gram. Major Bowes Capitol Family 
program Sunday (4) featured promi- 
nently, broadcast going to 93 CBS} 
stations. Radio City Music Hail’s | 
broadcast over 100 NBC stations also 
boosted drive in its Sunday broad- 


3ecause of 





cast. Beth pln continuing with men- | more lasting results will come from 


tions of campaign. 

J. Walter Thompson ad agency, 
which handles Chase & Sanborn, 
Kraft Music Hall, Royal Gelatine, 
Fleischmann’s Yeast hour, one Man’s 


drive, 
from campaign headquarters, 

Indies have gone over the top in 
the industry’s present institutional 
drive, and the $1,000,000 fund set has 
been oversubscribed. This was an- 
nounced by Harold B. Franklin, 
business manager of the industry’s 


campaign, under George J. Schaefer, 


who revealed the success of the fund 
subscription at an unusual midnight 
Supper meeting of the picture thea- 
tre managers of Brooklyn and 
Queens last week. Fund, it is now 
believed, may even reach $1,250,000. 





| 
| 


Hoffman and Lou Harris, to be used 


as a studio contribution to the Mo- | 
tion Pictures Are Your Best Enter- | 


tainment drive. 

Basil Wrangel is 
consisting of Sam Hinds (Universal), | 
Dorothy Peterson (free lance), Anne | 
Shirley (RKO), Johnny Walsh (free | 
lance), and Charles Grapewin | 
(Metro). 

Film row is wearing banners and! 
bunting as part of the city-wide ob- 
servance of the Motion Pictures Are 


Your Best Entertainment campaign. 





Louisville’s Co-Op 
Louisville, Sept. 6. 
Proclamation was issued. by| 
Mayor Scholz, of Louisville, calling | 
upon citizens to observe the Great- | 


er Movie Season, and much white | 
space in local newspapers was de- 
One outstanding ex- | Voted to the campaign. Local Amer- 


ican Legion is also co-operating, by 
using their 40 and 8 locomotive, 
which was a feature of the Labor 
Day parade, to carry the message 
for the ‘Better Entertainment’ cam- 
paign. A special band was also en- 
gaged to participate in the parade, 
and carry banners calling attention 
to the screen fare in store for pa- 
trons in the next few weeks. 
Campaign as it gets under way 


a two-reeler by Herman | 


i 
| 
directing a cast | 
} 
| 
| 


| lined up for production. 








indicates that it will be the means 


of bringing together exhibitors as| ysual taboo on street banners, telling 
nothing else has ever done before.| the theatre boys they could go the 
| Boys are beginning to realize that} limit in their campaign ballyhoo. 


they are in business to stay, and 


co-operative effort, than through 
sharpshooting, competitive methods. 


If that is accomplished, as well as'| 


a return of patrons to ‘their best 


Family and Lux Radio Theatre, has |entertainment,’ local exhibitors feel 


pledged its support to the industry’s | 
according to announcement | 


that the campaign will be worth 
much more to the industry than the 
amount of dollars and cents in- 


| vested, 





Okla. Quiz-Minded 
Oklahoma City, Sept. 6. 
‘What’s the name of that show?’ 
The password to a hot argument in 
this contest-conscious berg has 
shifted from politics to the ‘Motion 
Pictures Are Your Best Entertain- 
ment’ campaign as advance adver- 
tisements hit the local dailies. 
Moppets in the grade schools now 
carry contest books instead of note- 
books and the teachers stop grad- 


Philly Waking Up 
Philadelphia, Sept. 6. 

‘Best Entertainment’ drive, which | 
got off to a slow start here, is build- | 
ing rapidly in exhib interest since 
start of the publication of heavy ad- 
vertising in local dailies and distri- 
bution of the quiz books. More than 
2.500,000 books have been ordered 
through RKO, which is handling 
them and accessories here. Warner 
circuit put in an original order for 
1,000,000 and Comerford for 500,000. 

Since the chains and large indies 
have begun to pass out the booklets | 
and the ads and trailers have ap-_ 
peared, there is considerable interest 
growing on the part of the public 
in the campaign. 


ing papers to jot down hot tips. 





Seattle Whoops It Up 
Seattle, Sept. 6. 

The $1,000,000 drive opened here 

with street parade last Thursday, in- 
cluding sound trucks, half dozen 
autos loaded with good-looking ush- 
erettes and motor cycle escort. Din- 
ner at Washington A. C. was given 
, to managing eds and publishers of 
the three local dailies, with John 
| Danz, district chairman, presiding. 
| Newspaper co-op was promised and 
obtained. 

The parade and inaug of campaign 
got front page in all the dailies and 
big spreads and illustrations on in- 
side. At Chamber of Commerce din- 





= | explain what it all meant and tie in 





Pitt’s Strong Sendoff with local drive of ‘Sales Mean Hollywood, Sept. 6. | 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 7. Jobs.’ current film campaign. Salt Lake} Freddie Bartholomew's p. a. tour 

Luncheon meeting between film Tribune’s Sunday (4) edition, com-|is set back three weeks by Mary 
execs and newspaper publishers here Cleve. Over-Subscribed | bined with the Telly, issued special | Astor’s injury, which is delaying 


last week brought assurances from 
local press of whole-hearted co- 
operation for Motion Pictures Are 
Your Best Entertainment Campaign. 
Get-together produced so much good 
will und impressed journalistic big- 
gies with importance of drive that | 
each vi the three Pittsburgh sheets, 
Post-Gazette, Press and Sun-Tele- 
graph, agreed to contribute free a 
quarter-page advertisement ir be- 
half of the $250,000 prize contest. 
First of these will run this week 
in the Post-Gazette and others will 
be spread out over the month. In 


Cleveland, Sept. 6. 

Exceptionally strong support from 
newspapers and Better Business Bu- 
reau, which are hoping the Greater 
Movie Season Drive will 
buying psychological effect on the 
tight-pursed natives, has helped to 
push campaign contributions way 
| over the original quota. 

Committee including M. B. Hor- 
witz, Nat Wolf, Harry Long and Nat 
|, Holt announces that $75,000 is al- 
ready guaranteed by major circuits 
here. With the last of the indies 
swinging into line, they are confi- 


| ner, the showmen were present to | 


have a | 


SCHULBERG'S 


Well, Labor Day has passed, and you know Labor Day to a showm 
like the day a kid sez, ‘Today I am a man.’ 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


Coolacres, Cal., Sept, 6. 


; ; an fg 
It's the starting of a new Se 


We had the house packed all day because it seems everybody is inter. 
ested in that Better Pictures Year, and they are all after that $250,4y 
prize money. Aggie is all set with a bunch of wrong answers. They sent 
me ‘Dynamite Delaney’ and ‘Life in the Raw,’ two sleeping powders, }yy 
the customers didn’t have time to tip each other off, so we were packeg 
Aggie and me liked it, but you must remember we get in for free . 

Joe Smith and Charlie Dale of the Avon Comedy Four stopped off ty 


see us and we grabbed about everything and everybody. They are on 
their way to Hollywood to make pictures for Columbia and if they get 
the right material they ought to wow them, because I don’t know of any 
| better comics in the business. And by the way, do you know they are the 


oldest two-man act in the business outside of Willie and Eugene Howard? 
| We spoke about Bert Fitzgibbon’s passing on last week, the greatest nut 
Aggie sed, ‘If vaudeville don’t come back 
soon, there'll be plenty of nut comics.’ 

Vic and Flo came back from their vacation in Hollywood. 
they met Daisy Betts, the gal I wrote you about that won the popularity 


While there 


| contest in this town early in the season and whom I sent to Hollywood 
WN UA UNI | to get a picture test. Well, she has a big home with a swimming pool and 
| the funny part of it is that she hasn’t taken the test yet. She is doing 


| fine and claims that she is better off than being in pictures, because once 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. | swell. 
B. P. Schulberg cancelled his | 
pact with Selznick-International by 


mutual consent and is dickering 
with United Artists to head his own 
production unit. 

Schulberg has 


She sez she likes to see 
likes ‘fresh air.’ 
but the kid has plenty of heart. 


roots to them. 


two stories, ‘Ex- | new life in the place. 


| you are in pictures you have no alibis. 
Vic and Flo sez that she was awfully glad to see them and treated them 
folks from her home town 
Well, she may come from the wrong side of the tracks 
The wrong side of the tracks may be 
the wrong location for a family tree, but the trees seem to have better 


You get the idea? 


because she 


They started a rocking chair factory in town and it seems to have put 
They employ about 50 people but expect to double 


Hero’ and ‘The House of Morgan,’ | it, as the guy that owns the place told me the rocking chairs are coming 


| back in style. 
| them a lot. 





dent that definite pledges will reach | 
$100,000. Approximately 120 Cleve- 

land houses are being represented in 
drive, making it the first time all of 
them got together on one project in | 
harmonious accord. | 


Dailies turned over a surprisingly 
large amount of space to it on edi- 
torial puges, commending theatres | 
on efforts to uplift the town’s busi- 
ness morale. Current week of Sept. 
2-8 was also designated as Motion 
Picture Week by Mayor Harold H. 
Burton, who praised venture in 
speech. Mayor further dropped the 


| radio station in town. 
| 30-minute talks on it every day. 
publicity if this goes through. 


bigger we can get worse. 








Detroit's Drive 
Detroit, Sept. 6. 
assisting H. M. 
m. of Co-Op Theatres, in 
| conducting ‘Motion Pictures Are 
| Your Best Entertainment’ drive in 
| this territory, consists of George W. 
| Trendle, prez United Detroit chain; 
D. M. Idzal, managing director of 
Fox here; Ollie Brooks, of Butter- 
field; James Sharkey, Edward Kirsch- 
ner and Charles Perry. e 
Handling publicity and advertising 
for Detroit campaign are Ear] Hud- 
son, of United Detroit; Harry Rem- 
ington, of Fox, and Joseph LaRose. 


Exec committee 
| Richey, g. 





Hollywood, Sept. 6. 
Bette Davis is definitely set for 
the role of Carlotta in ‘Juarez,’ War- 
; ners’ $1,000,000 picture based on the 
| career of Maximilian. Starting date 
| has been postponed to Oct. 15. 


Atlanta Goes te Town | Script, completed two weeks ago. 
Atlanta, Sept. 6, |i8 being revised to coincide with 
Concerted efforts on part of film | historical data gleaned from gov- 


| peodeeees and exbthihers _| ernment archives in Mexico City by 
P ee . exhibitors put spot | Hal Wallis on a recent visit to 











|light right on industry’s ‘Motion | e ‘ ; 
| Pictures Greatest Year’ campaign. | President Cardenas. 





| Colorful parade, with bands and all im 
| trappings, including decorated floats, 


| 
saree? araaggt eater [Raft Inte Blue-Grasser 
When Par Exite Lifts 


| bands, etc., wended its way through | 
downtown Atlanta as thousands lined | 
Hollywood, Sept. 6. 


eets. 
Theatre managers and Film Row 
—— gg _ that ok deco- George Raft returns to the Par- 
ite’ pve : wenty they blocks of | amount fold as star in ‘The Lady's 
jcittys Cowntown section is gayly | from Kentucky,’ due to roll Oct. 17. 

decorated with bunting and banners | : ; 
proclaiming ‘best entertainment’ Actor has been under six weeks 
| suspension without pay for refusing 


angle for all to see. ; : 
| to accept a role in ‘St. Louis Blues.’ 


Salt Lake’s Big Bally ieee lifts Oct. 1. ot 


Salt Lake City, Sept. 6. | 

Salt Lake City’s three daily news-| Freddie’s Tour Stayed 

|; papers and three radio outfits are | 

being used extensively to plug the | 
| 





| 12-page section devoted to ‘Motion 
, Pictures Are Your Best Entertain- 
‘ment,’ garnished with 
| large layouts. 
Highlighting the campaign will be 
the first Rocky Mountain ‘Show- 
men’s Round-Up’ Sept. 7-9 here, with 
more than 300 theatre owners, ex: | 
|hibitors and film producers from | 
Utah, Idaho, Wyoming, Montana and 
Nevada expected to be on _ hand. 
| Harry David, general manager of the 


production of ‘Listen Darling.’ 
New sked calls for the youngster 
stories and,to appear at Loew's State, 
| Oct. 13, 





JONESEYS’ ‘BUNDLE’ 
Hollywood, Sept. 6. 

‘A Bundle of Joy’ is the 12th in- 

, Stallment of the Jones Family se- 


| Intermountain Theatres, Inc., re-| Picture is based on an original 
‘gional director of the campaign, di-; by Hilda Stone and Beity Rein- 
| recting the ‘round-up.’ | hardt. 


ries at 20th-Fox, due to start after 
completion of ‘Down on the Farm.’ 


Aggie got in a jam with one of our customers. 
of shorts she had on, and she said ‘None of your business.’ 
with these yokels is they have no sense of humor. 

Remember us to the boys and girls and tell ’em to keep their chins up 
even if they have to use a stage brace to do it. 


BETTE DAVIS TOPPER BROADWAY'S RESPONSE 
IN ‘JUAREZ’ AT WB TO DRIVE 


He claims that people are thinking more and rocking helps 
I am figgerin’ on putting a row of rocking chairs in my the 
| atre; it may make ’em think they're seeing good pictures. 

Local Radice Station 

Another great break I got is that the banker has a radio complex. 
| has been practicing with a loudspeaker and now wants to build a small 
He wants me to run it and he is going to give short 
I can give my picture house plenty of 
When I told Aggie about 
‘There’s a lot of guys on the ether that should be under it.” 
Aggie is her sweet sacrcastic self again. 
except time, so what have I got to lose? 
use and I figger if they’re old enough I may get a sponsor. 
is a good bunch of records and with my routines and the banker we can 
give them a good hour show every day. 


He 


it she said, 
So you see 
It ain’t gonna cost me anything 
I g® a lot of old routines I can 
All we need 


And then as the station gets 
He asked her what kind 
The trouble 


Sez 
Your pal, 
Lefty. 


P. S. Bill Nye sez, ‘There is no doubt that millions of people every yeaf 
| avoid discomforts by remaining in obscurity.’ 


—— | 


IS VERY BIG 


Broadway picture theatres, back- 
ing the Motion Pictures’ Greatest 
Year drive, already have received re- 


| ports indicating that audiences are 


reacting favorably to the campaign 
and the $250,000 Movie Quiz contest. 


| Music Hall, biggest film house to 
sign the campaign pledge, has or- 
| dered 100,000 contest booklets. Roxy 
| theatre on first day of contest dis- 


tributed 20° of booklets on hand, 
with Irving Lesser, manager, report- 


| ing that if early returns mean any- 


thing the campaign will be a com- 
plete success and of tremendous good 


| to the whole industry. Capitol, Pal- 


a or. 


ace, Astor, State and Mayfair man- 
agers were reported figuring on OF 
dering additional Quiz contest books 
because of demand over the week- 
end. 

All theatres on main stem, includ- 
ing the Music Hall and Roxy, are Co- 
operating in plan to decorate the 
street during the drive with plans 
for gala ‘Hollywood on Broadway 
celebration soon to be announced 
by Ben Serkowich, committee chall- 
man. Giant banner will be strung 
across Times Square this week. 





Mounty in Snow Time 
Hollywood, Sept. 6. 

Warners is prepping another 
mounted police story to follow the 
recently completed ‘Heart of the 
North,’ 

Shooting will start in the 
Big Bear region as soon as the 
falis. 


came 
snow 


UP FROM NOWHERE 
Hollywood, Sept. 6. 
Preston, practically un- 
known two months gets the 
second ranking male in _— 
B. DeMille’s ‘Union Pacific’ at Paté 
mount. 
Graduate 
munity Piayhouse, 


Robert 
azo. 


spot 


Com- 


play ed 


of the Pasadena 


~ ) 
he pies 


, bits in three pictures. 
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Movietone's Loss 


——$>—_—__ + 


Philadelphia, Sept. 6. 

Fox-Movietone cameras and sound 
equipment and 665 feet of film were 
confiscated last Thursday by city 
officials investigating the roasting to 
death of four convicts at Holmesburg 
Prison. An assistant district attor- 
ney ordered police to take the equip- 
ment and reels from J. Dennis Welsh, 
chief of the crew despite the fact 
Welsh had previously obtained per- 
mission to shoot the footage from 
the coroner, who is nominally sup- 
posed to be in charge of the prison. 


When Welsh refused to budge 
from the scene until his film and 
camera were returned, the d.a., John 
Boyle, went before Common Pleas 
Court Judge Gerald F. Flood with 
a petition to impound the pix. Film 
was ordered impounded, but Boyle 
was instructed by the court to re- 
turn the equipment. Welsh was 
principally angered at the confisca- 
tion of his equipment, valued at $18,- 
000, because he needed it the next 
day for the start of the Davis Cup 
matches at the Germantown Cricket 
Club. 

Film, which has been sent to New 
York for developing and will be re- 


of ‘Klondike’ Shots 


Long Time No Tumble 





Hollywood, Sept. 6. 

David O. Selznick achieved 
another record by the purchase 
of ‘The Married Life of Helen 
ind Warren,’ longest serial in 
newspaper history. It was 
started 25 years ago by Mabel 
Urner and is still going. 

Selznick also owns ‘Gone with 
the Wind.’ 














Columbia Pix Net Profit 





$183,392, as Against betel wee Be of 





Columbia Pictures net profit, after 
all charges, taxes and other deduc- 
tions, totalled $183,392 for the fiscal 
i year ended June 25, statement sent 


tc stockholders this week revealed. | 


| 


This compares with $1,317,771 net 
| profit for fiscal year ending in June, 
1937. 


| Decrease in profits was recorded 


turned to the crew if it includes 
nothing to injure the State’s case 
against prison officials, were of | 


preparations for a test of the heating | 


apparatus in the ‘Klondike,’ where 
the convicts were roasted. 

Boyle argued that release of the 
film uncensored might not only ob- 
struct justice, but might ‘jeopardize 
an important homicide case right in 
the middle of a trial and even might 
give the defense grounds to demand 
a change of venue.’ 

Robert N. Green, attorney for 
Fox-Movietone, told Judge Flood the 
da. had used ‘high-handed methods 


and emphasized that the men were | 


inside the prison walls taking pic- 
tures with the specific consent of 


Coroner Hersch. He declared Boyle’s | 


action ‘infringes on the freedom of 
the press.’ 

Judge Flood said he wanted to be 
very careful about infringing on the 
freedom of the press, but felt the 


flms might prove too dangerous to | 


an important case to be shown un- 
censored. Hersch later withdrew his 
Permission when Boyle so vehem- 
ently objected to the shooting of the 
pix. In giving the okay to Welsh, 
the Coroner stipulated that prints 
for simultaneous release had to be 
Provided to all other major news- 
reels, 

In the crew from which detectives 
took the truck containing films and 
equipment were included sound 
technician James McKeon, electrician 
John Hawking and cameraman U. B. 
Whipple. 


ADJOURN RKO REORG 
UNTIL END OF SEPT. 


The hearing on the confirmation 
of the RKO reorganization plan, 
Originally set for this Thursday (8), 


Will be further adjourned until the | 
was | 


at week of the month. It 
learned yesterday (Tuesday) that 
Judge Bondy wili not return to the 
Nch until then and, as a result, 
ol. H. C. Rickaby, counsel to the 
Proponents of the plan, will ask 
Judge Mandelbaum to adjourn the 
Caring, 

The same action will be taken on 
he application for fees by George 
ser, special master, who has not 
Tequested a lefinite amount. 


It’s Done in Sixes 


Hollywood, Sept. 6 
Tt Will take six weeks to complete 
8) av 
X days of actual shooting of 


ig re- 
takes on David O. Selznick’s ‘The 
Sung in Heart.’ 

he for some of the scene 
rent] Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., cur- 
Din working in RKO's ‘Gunga 
yw. _@nd Roland Young, busy in 


al Roach’s ‘Topper 


Takes a Trip.’ 


|despite the fact that gross income 
from film rentals and sales totaled 
$20,101,699. Cost of amortizing pro- 


duction figured as the largest single ; 


|item to be deducted from this total, 
being $12,230,387. General adminis- 
trative and selling expense also was 
a large item being placed at $6,- 
598,216. Taxes set the company back 
$36,484. 

Columbia showed that it paid out 
$585.577 in dividends, with 


!common and preferred shares. 
cluded in this total was $117,214 


| value of common shares distributed 
as stock dividends. 

Company’s earned 
| June 25 this year was placed at $4,- 
098,680, asa result of operations in 
the past fiscal year. Report also re- 
vealed that the company issued $1,- 
500.000 of its six-year 44%4% deben- 
tures in that period, being placed 
privately with an 
pany. 





Col. Registers Stock 
Washington, Sept. 6. 
Permit to register another batch 
of voting trust certificates 
ready authorized common stock was 
sought from the Securities & Ex- 





Columbia Pictures Corp. 

Trustees asked to have listed on 
the New York Stock Exchange cou- 
pons for 34,454 shares of no-par, as 
lwell as the securities tiiemselves. 
| Also want to 
mon ducats on the New York Curb. 





-— Day for Needle 


Workers at Warners 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 
Dressmakers and tailors are get- 
ting a heavy play at Warners, with 
five heavy budget productions re- 
quiring 2,800 costumes. 
1,000 for 


Requirements are ‘Jua- 


rez’: 500 for ‘The Sea Hawk’; 300 
for ‘Dodge City’; 750 for ‘Memphis 
Belle” and 250 for ‘Oklahoma Kid.’ 
Erroll Flynn is slated for the top 
role ‘Dodge City,’ second of the 
Technicolor super-outdoorers. Pic- 
ture set to roll about Oct. 15. Wat 
ners’ other prairie tinte1 ‘Okla- 
homa Kid,’ starring James Cagne} 
and Ann Sheridan, due for a mid- 
September start Both screenplays 
are by Robert Buckner. 
Doran Back West 
D. A. Doran, east for conference 
it the Columbia home office, left 
yesterday (Tues.) fo! the Coast 
In the east two weeks, he will 
make periodic trips back and fort 
probably coming on again shortl 


to see the new crop of fall pla} 


$1,317,771 in 737 oe 


almost | 
equal amounts of cash on both the | 
In- | 


which was supposed to represent the | 


surplus as of | 


insurance com- | 


and al- | 


| change Commission Thursday (1) by | 


register 36,272 com-j| 
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Ratio Still Peeved Because Pix Biz 


BROOKE! SQ |) Overlooked "Em with Some of That Ad 


Studios’ Paint-and-Wig Spe- 
cialists Overworked— 
Cycle of Outdoor and Cos- 
tume Specs Call for Un- 
usual Transformations 


BULL MARKET 


By BOB MOAK 
Hollywood, Sept. 6. 
These are golden days for Holly- 


army of studio makeup ar- 
the flood of out- | 
spectacles and unusual cos- 


carrying heavier-than-usual 
; casts, the demand for grease paint 
| Spreaders and wig and chin spinach 
specialists is running far in excess 
|of the supply. Result is that all 
those of the clan who want it are in 
a position to pile up fancy overtime 
| earnings. 

Record number of pictures cur- 
rently being shot in Technicolor is 


|further swelling the makeup prob- | 


lem. Paint, formerly purchased in 
| gallon units, is now being bought by 
the barrel. 


the season for production executives, 
what with the regular studio con- 
tract and freelance face and hair 
toucher-uppers, as well as those em- 
| ployed by the Factor and Westmore 
; cosmetic and wig plants, 

| solidly until late into the fall. 
| 


Most monumental task 


sented any talker factory makeup 


| bureau is that of converting human | 
| thesps into the semi-human charac- | 


| ters in Metro’s ‘The Wizard of Oz,’ 
which producer Mervyn Le Roy will 


° ° | 
|send before the cameras within the 
next few days. Calling for such 
| ° ° 
j;screwy characterizations as_ the 


Searecrow, the Tin Woodman and 
the Wicked Witch of the West, ‘Oz,’ 
which will be turned out as a tinter, 
|has occupied the vastly swelled 
| makeup personnel of the Culver 
City lot for more than two months. 


Lion-Sized Job 
Munchkins, to be played by 
| midgets, will wear plastic masks de- 
signed by Jack Dawn. More than 
150 of these, bearing the same char- 
acteristics, but of a necessity evi- 
dencing distinct personalities, have 
been manufactured. Cowardly Lion 
will wear a lion skin which sets a 
mark as the largest wig ever made. 
| Instead of using a real skin, which 
|by no stretch of the imagination 
| could be made to fit a full-sized ac- 
tor, a synthetic one has been assem- 
| bled hair by hair. 

Filming of exteriors for ‘Gunga 
| Din,” near Lone Pine, has James 





| Parker, RKO makeup chief, and his | 
and night. | 


| big crew working day 
(Continued on page 22) 


Headaches seem to be the order of | 


booked | 


yet pre- | 


Munchkins, the Cowardly Lion, the | 





Hollywood, Sept. 6 
Two tinsmiths were 
to tailor Buddy Ebsen’s costume 


in Metro’s ‘The Wizard of Oz.’ 


required 


His role is the Tin Woodman 
| and his clothes are made of 
| sheet aluminum 











Television Tourists 
(At 55c Per Tour) See 


Themselves Via Visio 


Television Tour, latest to be in- 
augurated by National Broadcasting 


Co. in Radio City, began giving the 


public intimate gl'npses of sight- 
|} sound secrets last Thursday 
High spot of tour, admission 
| which is 55c, is when members of 


touring party are televized. Stunt 
is cleverly arranged so that some 
members may see into television 
studio vehile sight-sound broadcast is 
in progress and then see the tele- 


| Vision program on four different 
| television sets at same instant. 
| Screen image shown on sets is 


clearer and more lifelike than those 
shown by NBC-Radio Corp. several 


| months ago before it temporarily 
| halted test televizing. Television 
| tourists are brought through from 


the adjacent studio room by means 
| Of coaxial cable. No makeup of any 


sort needed, indicating how far 
television has progressed in the 


hands of NBC engineers. 

For this tour, the usual 441 lines 
standard is employed with the image 
approximately 7 by 9 inches in size, 
same as when last viewed by the 
public in New York. Black and 
white objects appear on the televized 
screen, admittedly a stride forward 
although employed before. 

Remainder of tour consists of word 
description of equipment and 
methods used in television, in the 
past and at present time. Tour has 
what is known as a self-contained 
unit and is separate from the one 
currently in use for experimental 
telecasts from Station W2XBS, atop 
Empire State building tower, by 
NBC-RCA., 

When the N. Y. World’s Fair opens 
next year, tour probably will he 
elaborated so that telecasting and re- 
ceiving between the exposition 
grounds, where RCA will have an 
extensive television exhibit in its 
| building, and the RCA _ building. 
Whole tour is through a series of 
rooms on the ninth floor of the RCA 
| structure, 











Forcing Holdovers 





Minneapol Sept. 6. 


The latest way for local down- 
town first-run houses to combat the 
inroads on their business from 
curtailed bu s ) d f 
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| psychological effect of 


extended 


loop runs, it’s found, is to increase 
the average person's desire to see 
the attraction immediately 
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~ Coin; Talk ‘Reprisals’ on Film Plugs 
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| 
Tin Typed 
| 

| 


Radio means busine n checking 
yn the gratuities given the film in- 
dustry Vendetta looks sure, par- 

| ticularly in view of picture leaders’ 


refusal to give broadcasting stations 





(Jj). | planation, 
for | promises. 





!an ASCAP requisite that a 








a slice of the big fund raised to 
build good-will through ‘Best Enter- 
tainment’ campaign 

Attitude of the film crowd has 
strengthened determination to con- 
duct a thorough study into radio sta- 
tions’ generosity Survey outline 
now being pondered by the National 
Association of Broadcasters, with 
Paul Peters, r« ircher, due to be- 
Zin active inquiring within a few 
wecks 


In the week since Ed Kirby, NAB 
| public relations boss, chided Howard 
Dietz, Metro p.a.. about the intent 
to use newspapers predominantly in 
| the business-building effort, the 
| radio industry has received no ex- 
no alibis, apologies, or 
Unconcern of the Hays 
organization about holding the good- 
will of broadcasters—particularly 
while films are trying to win friend- 
ship of the public—seems to be ir- 
ritating the radioites specially. 

Only response since the Kirby 
letter was from Jim Stahlman, presi- 
dent of American Newspaper Pub- 
lishers Association, disclaiming any 


| thought among the press of freezing 


out radio. This was heartening, as 
it improved prospects of better rela- 
tions between broadcasters and 
newspapers. 
Reciprocity Angles 

While no direct threats have been 
uttered, the NAB staff expects to 
collect data showing film moguls that 
radio has been very open-handed 
and is entitled to some. return. 
Among the matters due for examina- 
tion are: (1) amount of gratis time 
for ‘previews,’ gossip spielers, nut- 
shell dramatizations; (2) extent of 
plugging for film tunes; (3) use of 
platters and free chatter sent out by 
Hollywood praiseries; (4) number of 
stars employed on radio programs. 

Broadcasters take the attitude that 
they have built up film personalities 
and attracted new crop of picture 


customers. Good business tactics, 
since novel airwave _ personalities 
have stimulated listener interest. 


But the talent has been compensated 
when hired for commercial pro- 
grams, so radio cannot be accused 
of widespread chiseling. On the 
contrary, chains often have identi- 
fied musical numbers with current 
or forthcoming screen features as a 
matter of course, without com- 
pensation. [This seemingly refers to 
copy- 
production, 
credit its 


righted tune from 
stage or. screen, 
source by title.] 
What will be done with the data 
is a matter for Neville Miller and 
the directorate. Probability the 
NAB will move in on film execu- 
tives and talk pointedly, suggesting 


any 
must 


that the relations in the future be 
on a two-way basis and emphasizing 
that one-sided good neighborliness 
Will not go on forever. 
Northwest Radio’s Beef 
Seattle, Sept. 6. 
Radio exec are not feeling very 
happy since the $250,000 Movie Quiz 
broke here Sept. 1, leaving them out 
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LA. Trade Hyped b 


y BO. Campaign; 


Henie’s ‘Star’ $28,000, 2 Spots; ‘Spawn | 
Big 246, Carefree’ 23156, ‘Crowd 196 


+ 





Los Angeles, Sept. 6. 

First week of ‘Greater Movie Sea- | 
son’ locally helped pile up a few sub- | 
with takes in other | 
spots slightly below normal. Sonja | 
Henie’s newest, ‘Lucky Star,’ looks | 
a smart $28,000 at the day-date | 
State and Chinese, while ‘Spawn of | 


stantial grosses, 


the North,’ solo at the Paramount, 
finished first week with a smart 
$24.000. 

‘Carefree’ is heading the Pantages | 


and RKO to very profitable takes, 
while ‘Four’s a Crowd’ will finish at | 
the Hollywcod-Downtown with close | 
to $19,000 in the till. ‘Marie An- 
toinette’ wounc up nine weeks of 
two-a-day roadshow run at the Car- 
thay Circle (5). while ‘Algiers’ (UA) 
continues in its eighth profitable 
week at the Four Star. 
Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,518; 55- 
83 - 1.10 -1.65)---‘Marie Antoinette’ 
(MG) (9th-final week). Two-a-day 
engagement wound up with very 
good $3,000 on final four days, and 
a neat £4,800 on eighth full week. 





House dark pending a_ two-a-day 
candidate. 
Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024; 


30-40-55-75 )-—'My Lucky Star’ (20th) 
and ‘Safety in Numbers’ (20th), dual. 
Extra holiday biz helping for prob- 
able $13,000. Last week, ‘Crowd 
Roars’ (MG) and ‘Keep Smiling’ 
(20th) just fair $11,200 after brisk 
start. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800: 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Four’s a Crowd’ (WB) and 
‘Bulldog Drummond’ (Par), dual. 
Will likely finish with okay $9,000. 
Last week, ‘Shopworn Angel’ (MG) 
and ‘10th Ave. Kid’ (Rep), $8,300. 

Four Star (F-WC-UA) (900; 40-55) 
—Algiers’ (UA) (8th week). Now 
that Labor Day holiday is over, end 
is near although trade still profit- 
able. Looks like neat $2,700 on cur- 
rent stanza after strong $2,900 last 
week. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Four’s a Crowd’ (WB) and 
‘Drummond in Africa’ (Par), dual. 
Running slightly ahead of its day- 
dater, Downtown, and will probably 
finish with okay $9,500. Last week, 
*‘Shopworn Angel’ (MG) and ‘10th 
Ave. Kid’ (Ren), $8.700. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-40-55)— 
‘Carefree’ (RKO) and ‘Crime Ring’ 
(RKO), dual, Astaire-Rogers combo 
got away to good start and with 
holiday ought to have no trouble hit- 
tint $13,500. Last week, ‘Letter of 
Introduction’ (U) and ‘Gladiator’ 
(Col) (2d week) fell a little short of 
exvectations with fair $5,900. 

Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-40-55) 
— ‘Spawn of North’ (Par) and stage 
show. Opening two days prior to 
incuguration of Greater Movie Sea- 
son, ‘Spawn’ clicked for solid returns 
and wound up initial week with 
smash $24,000, holding over. Last 
week, ‘Give Me a Sailor’ (Par) on 
nine days copped slightly better than 


$16,000. 

RKO (2,872; 30-40-55)—‘Carefree’ 
(RKO) and ‘Crime Ring’ (RKO), 
dual. Will have no trouble reaching 
$10.000 on the stanza. Last week, 
holdover of ‘Letter of Introduction’ 
(U) and ‘Gladiator’ (Col), satisfac- 
tory $6,100. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,414; 30-40-55- 
75)—‘Lucky Star’ (20th) and ‘Safety 
in Numbers’ (20th), dual. Henie 
heading for good $15,000. Last week, 





| holdover. 





Last week, ‘Sailor’ (Par) | 
and ‘Booloo’ (Par), nice $13,000. 

Met (3.618; 25-50)—-Tough Guy’ 
(U) and ‘Blockheads’ (M-G). Pleas- 
ant $14,000. Last week, ‘Woman’ 
(M-G) and ‘Chaser’ (M-G), satisfac- 
tory $13,500. 


Paramount (4,126; 25-50)—‘Four’s 
“rowd’ (WB) and ‘Bulldog Drum- 
mond’ (Par). Nice $16,000. Last | 
week, ‘Racket Busters’ (WB) and 
‘Army Girl’ (Rep) (2d-final week), | 
good $14,500. 

Strand (2,870; !5-50)—‘Gold Mine | 
Sky’ (Rep) and ‘Convicted’ (Col). | 
| Average $4,500. Last week, ‘Dark | 


Sands’ (Rec) and ‘On Great White 


| Trail’ (GN), garnered $4,000, so-so. 





SHEARER PULLS 
LVILLE FEMS; 
BIG $12,000 


Louisville, Sept. 6. 

A strong pic lineup currently, 
with ‘Marie Antoinette’ bringing the 
patrons in droves. Matinee trade is 
particularly strong, as Shearer ap- 
parently still stands high with the 
femmes in this town. 

‘Spawn of the North,’ on a dual at 


the Rialto, and ‘Four’s a Crowd’ both 
look to come through with some nice 
grosses. No particuiar competish in 
town to dent film takings, and with 
cooler evenings the b. o. should con- 
tinue to build. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Ave.) (1,- 
000; 15-30-40)—‘I Am Law’ (Col) 
and ‘Block Heads’ (M-G). Pair 
moved over from Loew’s State after 
fairly successful seven days. Looks 
headed for satisfactory $1,900. Last 
week, ‘Rich Man’ (M-G) and ‘Chaser’ 
(M-G) (dual), fair $1,800 after a 
good week at Loew’s. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-20)— 
‘White Banners’ (WB) and ‘Tropic 
Holiday’ (Par) (dual). Consistently 
steady biz at this house would in- 
dicate around $1,800, okay. Last 
week, ‘Paris’ (U) and ‘You and Me’ 
(Par) (dual), held even at $1,700. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,100; 15- 
30-40 )\—‘Antoinette’ (M-G). Going 
over big here and looks to hold 
strong pace, with indications of 
punchy $12,000. Last week, ‘I Am 
Law’ (Col) and ‘Block Heads’ (M-G) 
(dual), satisfactory $5,100 and moved 
to Brown for additional seven days. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40 )—‘Four’s a Crowd’ (WB). 
Errol Flynn’s name means something 
on the marquee here. Should have 
no trouble copping okay $3,900, and 
may hold. Last week, ‘Boy Meets 
Girl’ (WB) seemed to be over the 
heads of localites, who just didn’t 
get the drift of the comedy. Under 
expectations at $3,400. 

Ohio (Settos) (900; 15)—‘Wells 
Fargo’ (20th) and ‘Daughter of 





‘Crowd Roars’ (MG) and ‘Keep Smil- 
ing’ (20th), did not hit expected 
smash, with $14,600 the answer. 
United Artists (F-WC) (2,100; 30- 
40-55)—‘Crowd Roars’ (MG) and 
‘Keep Smiling’ (20th), dual. Hit 
moderate pace on moveover so will 
have to be satisfied with ordinary 
$3.500. Last week, ‘Alexander’ (20th), 
solo, on moveover very big $6,000. 
Wilshire (F-WC) (2.296; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Crowd Roars’ (MG) and ‘Keep 
Smiling’ (20th), dual. Nothing like 
normal biz on moveover as $6,000 in- 
dicates. Last week, continued first 
run of ‘Alexander’ (20th), 
$2,100, almost a house record. 


CROSBY B’KLYN CLICK 


‘Sinners’ Dual Sock $16,000; 
Guy’ $14,000 








‘Tough 





Brooklyn, Sept. 6. 

Bing Crosby in ‘Sing You Sinners’ 
is doing socko biz at Fabian Fox and 
appears to be far ahead of all other 
downtown deluxers. Labor Day 
‘weekend weather okay, but plenty 
citizens went to the theatres, which 
quelled any fears managers may 
have had that there would be holi- 
day exodus. Coney Island proved 
minor competish. 

Estimates for This Week 
Albee (3,274; 25-35-50)—'Time Out 


for Murder’ (RKC) and ‘Young 
Fugitives’ (U). Pulling in fair $12,- 
500. Last weex, ‘Keep Smiling’ 


(20th) and ‘Meet the Girls’ (RKO), 
okay, $12,500. 


Fox (4,089; 25-50)—‘Sing You Sin- | 


ners’ (Par) and ‘Desperate Adven- 
ture’ (Ind), Will do fine $16,000 and 


smash | 


Shanghai’ (20th) (dual), split with 
| ‘Every Day’s a Holiday’ (Par) and 

‘Blossoms on Broadway’ (Par) 

(twin). Biz taking slight upturn 
| with cooler evenings; hitting around 
| $1,400, oke. Last week, ‘Thrill of 
Lifetime’ (Par) and ‘Down Stretch’ 
| (WB) (dual), split with ‘Zenda’ (UA) 
and ‘Reported Missing’ (U) (twin), 
| fair $1,300. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 15-30- 
40)—‘Spawn’ (Par) and ‘Safety in 
| Numbers’ (20th) (dual). Strong cast 
'and type of action pie which local 
| patrons like. Plenty potent at the 
wicket, in spite of hefty opposish. 
| Looks to snare around $8.000. Last 
| week, ‘Alexander’ (20th), second 
stanza, grabbed big $9,000 and moved 
to Strand. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) 
30-40) —‘Alexander’ (20th) and 
March of Time. Third downtown 
week, after two unusually profitable 
weeks at the Rialto. Still pacing for 
good returns. probably $3,700, fine. 


(3.000; 15- 


loo’ (Par), dual, $3,100, fair. 


Green Gets ‘The Duke’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 
Alfred E. Green, who completed 
Paramount’s ‘Escape From 











| director of ‘The Duke of West Point,’ 
| now definitely set as Edward Small’s 
| first production under his new United 
| Artists releasing pact. 

George Bruce is revamping the 
original screen play. 


Last week, ‘Sailor’ (Par) and ‘Boo- |: 


Yester- | 
| day,’ goes to work today (Tues.) as | 





First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Sept. 8 

Astor — ‘Marie Antoinette’ 
(MG) (4th wk). 

Capitol — ‘Boys Town’ (MG). 

(Reviewed in current VARIETY) 

Criterion — ‘Tenth Avenue 
Kids.’ (Col) (10). 

Globe—‘Juvenile Court’ (Col) 
(10). 

Music Hall — ‘You Can’t Take 
It With You’ (Col) (2d wk). 

Paramount — ‘Spawn of the 
North’ (Par). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Aug. 24) 

Rialte — ‘Missing Guests’ (U) 


(6). 

Rivoli — ‘Letter of Introduc- 
tion’ (U) (2d wk). 

Rexy — ‘My Lucky Star’ 
(20th). 


Strand—‘Valley of the Giants’ 
(WB). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Aug. 17) 

Week of Sept. 15. 

Astor — ‘Marie Antoinette’ 
(MG) (5th wk). 

Capitel — ‘Boys Town’ (MG) 
(2d wk). 

Criterion—‘Come on Leather- 
necks’ (Rep). 

(Reviewed in Variety Aug. 24) 

Music Hall—‘Carefree’ (RKO). 
(Reviewed in Variety, Aug. 31) 

Paramount — ‘Spawn of the 
North’ (Par) (2d wk). 

Rialto — ‘Painted Desert’ 
RKO) (13). 

Roxy — ‘My Lucky Sitar’ 
(20th). 

Strand—‘Valley of the Giants’ 
(2d wk). 











NO CINCY DUDS; 
‘CAREFREE’ BIG 
$16,000 


Cincinnati, Sept. 6. 

Gate for major cinemas, by and 
large, is on okay side. Particularly 
in face of outdoor opposish: final 
struggle by the Reds for National 
League pennant, and 28-day fall 
racing meeting at Latonia, Ky., op- 
posite Cincy, which started Saturday 
(3). 

Labor Day helped boost current 
combined take over last week. Of 
fresh releases, ‘Carefree’ is the ace 
tugger, fetching a hefty figure for 
the Albee. Placer is ‘Four’s a Crowd’ 
at the Palace for an eight-day stay. 


In third week at the Shubert, 
‘Alexander’ continues to pile up a 
stack of rhubarb that shades the 
take of any single pic in this burg 
during a like stretch for some years 
past. Its pull for first three weeks of 
a five-week run will touch $50,000 
mark, which is jim-dandy in any 
kind of season or times. 

Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)— 
‘Carefree’ (RKO). Hotsy-totsy 
$16,000. Last week, ‘Spawn’ (Par), 
n.s.h. $9,000. 


Capitol (RKO) (2,000: 35-42)— 
‘Spawn’ (Par) (2c run). Slow $3,500. 
Last week, ‘Letter’ (U) (2d run), fair 
$4.000. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘Numbered Woman’ (Mono), ‘Tomb- 
stone Canyon’ (Ind), ‘Going to Be 
Rich’ (20th), singly. Average $2,100. 
Ditto last week on ‘Highway Patrol’ 
(Col), ‘Missing Guest’ (U), ‘I’m from 
the City’ (RKO), separate. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200: 25-40)— 
‘Andy Hardy’ (M-G) (4th week). 
Swell $3.000. Last week, third, ex- 
cellent $3,500. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 35-42)— 
‘Gateway’ (20th). Fairly good $4.500. 
Last week. ‘Racket Busters’ (WB), 
limp $3,500. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400: 35-42)—‘King 
Kong’ (RKO) (revival). Fair $4.000. 
Same last week with ‘Blockheads’ 





(M-G). 

| Palace (RFO) (2.600; 35-42)— 
| ‘Four’s a Crowd’ (WB), eight days. 
4 Pleasing $11.900. Last week, ‘Boy 


| Meets Girl’ (WB), sad $8,000. 
| Shubert (RKO) (2.150: 35-40-55)— 
| ‘Alexander’ (20th) (3d week). Socko 


| $11.000. Last week, tremendous 
| $16.000. Will hold for two more 
weeks. 





NO PANICS IN 0. C; 
‘SPAWN’ FAIR $5,000 


Oklahoma City, Sept. 6. 

Nothing extra in stock this week, 
with ‘Spawn of the North’ set for 
$5,000 top at the Criterion. Last 
week, ‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band’ 
broke all-time city b. 0. record with 
$10,000 at the Midwest. Shifted to 
Tower for second week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Criterion ‘(Stan.) (1,300; 10-25-40) 
—Spawn’ ¢Par). Should get fair 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Boy Meets Girl’ 











(WB), was jerked after six days and 
$3,000, n. g. 

Liberty (Stan.) (1,200; 10-20-25)— 
‘Racket Busters’ (WB) and ‘Passport 
Husband’ (20th). Under par at $2,- 
300. Last week. ‘Mr. Moto’ (20th) 
and ‘Keep Smiling’ (20th), split with 
‘Penrod’ (WB) and ‘Mystery House’ 
(FN), $2,600, fair. 

Midwest (Stan.) (1,500; 10-25-40)— 
‘Three Loves’ (20th). Not bad at 


copped record $10,000. 

State (Noble) (1,100; 10-20-25)— 
‘Old Barn Dance’ (Rep) and ‘City 
Streets’ (Col). Should collar around 
$2,700, good. Last week, ‘Call of 
600, good. . 

Tower (Stan.) (1,100; 10-25-35)— 
‘Alexander’ (20th). Should get okay 
$3,500 after last week’s purse-bender 
at the Midwest. Last week, ‘Andy 
Hardy’ (M-G), $2,800, hefty enough. 


BUFF. BIZ GOOD; 
SPAWN SOCK 
$13,000 





Buffalo, Sept. 6. 
Almost all theatres are on a b.o. 
upbeat currently, with some of the 
houses getting great-biz. 


Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 30-35-50)— 
‘Lucky Star’ (20th). 
Last week, ‘Rich Man’ 
Bowes’ ams, good $19,000. 

Century (Shea) (3,000; 25-35)— 
‘Breaking Ice’ (RKO) and ‘Painted 
Desert’ (RKO). 300d at $7,000. Last 
week, ‘Army Girl’ (Rep) and ‘Mr. 
Moto’ (20th), fair $5,400. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 30-35) 
—‘Spawn’ (Par). =xcellent at around 
$13,000. Last week, ‘Alexander’ 
(20th) (2d week), over $11,000, good. 


Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 25-40)—‘Alex- 


(M-G) and 


‘Letter’ (U) and ‘Danger on Air’ (U). 
Great $12,500 in sight. Last week, 
‘Tough Guy’ (U) and ‘Midnight 
Intruder’ (U), fair $7,000. 


RAIN FLOODS DENVER; 
‘CAREFREE’ BIG $11,500 


Denver, Sept. 6. 

With heavy rains all around 
Denver, plus floods in several direc- 
tions, most of the folks stayed in 
town over the holiday and visited 
theatres. 

Estimates fer This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 
‘Letter’ (U), after a week at the 
Orpheum. Below average at $3,000. 
Last week, ‘Alexander’ (20th), big 
$5,800 and moved back downtown to 
the Paramount. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,100: 25-40)— 
‘Marie Antoinette’ (M-G), after two 
weeks at the Orpheum. Nice $3,500. 
stays 10 days. Last week, ‘Crowd 
Roars’ (M-G) and ‘Chaser’ (M-G), 
fair $2,000. Both had played the 








Orpheum a week. 

Denham (Cockrili) (1,750: 25-35- 
40)—‘Spawn’ (Par). Looks to set 
highest figure in months, about 
$14,500. Sticks two weeks. Last 


week, ‘Texans’ (Par), big at $8,000, 
holding over five days. 


Denver (Fox) (2,525: 25-35-50)— 
‘Clitterhouse’ (FN) and Gene Austin 
stage show. Nice $13,000. Last week, 
‘Letter’ (U), good a‘ $7,000. Went to 
Aladdin for second week. 


—'Carefree’ (RKO) and ‘Smashing 
Rackets’ (RKO). Big $11,500. Stay- 
ing 10 days. Last week, Marie 
Antoinette’ (M-G),. big enough at 
$13,300 to warrant holding over five 
days. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200: 25-40)— 
‘Alexander’ (20th), after a week at 
each the Denver and Aladdin. 
Terriffic $9.000. Goes to Rialto and 
| back to Aladdin for five weeks in 
|} town. Last week, ‘Keep Smiling’ 
| (20th) and ‘Passport Husband’ 
| (20th), fair $3,000. 
| Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Gate- 
way’ (20th), after a week at the 
| Aladdin. and ‘Rawhide’ (20th). Nice 
; $1,800. Last week, ‘Gladiator’ (Col), 





, after a week at the Paramount, and . 


‘Murder on Diamond Row’ 


(UA), 
| fair $1,500. 


$4,000. Last week, ‘Alexander’ (20th), | 


Yukon’ (Rep) and ‘Love’ (Rep), $2,- | 


Good $17,500. | 


ander’ (20th) (3d v-eek). Doing | 
swell here, around $10,000. Last 
week, ‘Keep Smiling’ (20th) and 
‘Bulldog Drummond’ (Par), so-so 
$4,200. 

Lafayette (Ind.) (3,300; 25-35)— 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,600: 25-35-40) | 


‘fs Crowd -Teary Martin Sock $95.00) 
In Pitt; Astaire-Rogers 


Moderate 14¢ 


Pittsburgh, Sept. ¢. 

Holiday week-end, Cubs-Piratg 
| Seven ee and Allegheny County 
| Sesqui-Centennial bringing in de), 
_uge of folks from the hinterlands and 
creating brisk b.o. draft accordingly, 
|Ace attractions well distributed ang 
|all in all getting industry’s campaisy 
off to flying start here. 

Two holdovers, ‘Alexander's Rag. 
time Band,’ in fourth and final wee, 
'at Alvin, and ‘Marie Antoinette’ 
| moving to Warner after sock week at 
| Penn, getting their share, but not ab. 
|sorbing everything, as they did last 
|stanza, Town can absorb only a 

couple of stand-outs, but extra biz 
jaround permitting others to grab 
| their share, too. 

| Stanley is tops, with Tony Martin's 
| personal proving marquee dynamite 
'and carrying ‘Four’s a Crowd’ into 
|top flight gross. Fulton’s ‘Letter of 
Introduction’ not the expected smash, 
| but doing well enough to earn second 
| week. 

Estimates for This Week 

| Alvin (Harris) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
| ‘Alexander’ (20th) (4th wk). Final 
| week winding up strong. Looks like 
|}around $8,000, more than many a 
| flicker does here ordinarily on open- 
|ing stanza. Berlin click biggest thing 
Alvin’s ever had and first picture in 
| house’s history to stick that long, 
|‘Am Law’ (Col) finally getting under 
way Thursday (8). ‘Alex’ last week, 
third, grabbed around $12,500. giving 
it not far from $60,000, sensational, 
for the run. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 
—‘Letter’ (U). All right, but not 
|turning in the crack biz expected of 
it. Headed for $7,000, or slightly 
ahead of that, best house has done in 
some time and good enough to knock 
| off a second week. Last week, double 
| bill of ‘Prison Break’ (U) and ‘Young 
| Fugitives’ (U), fair enough at $3,400, 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35-50) 
|—‘Carefree’ (RKO). Moderately well 
liked and doing just moderate biz. 
| Looks like $14,000, not bad, but then 
|/not exactly good, either, considering 
| holiday week and cast names. Last 
; week, ‘Marie Antoinette’ (M-G), got 
better than $26,000, great, in eight 
days, and going to Warner for h.o. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60)— 
‘Four’s Crowd’ (WB) and Tony Mar- 
tin’s band. Martin in person bring- 
ing ’em in, packing the house with 
femmes. House forced to run off six 
stage shows over week-end, opening 
doors at 8:30 a. m. Should mean at 
least $25,000, and perhaps better. 
House hasn’t turned in a gross like 
|that in months. Last week, ‘Carey's 
, Chickens’ (RKO) and Bunny Beri- 
gan’s orch with Andrews Sisters, tere 
ribly disappointing at $14,300, poor. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Marie Antoinette’ (M-G). Here after 
sock stanza at Penn and doing plenty 
| big for h.o. Headed for pretty close 
, to $8,000, excellent. Last week brutal. 
| House split a week between two 
| duals, ‘From City’ (RKO) and ‘Crime 
Ring’ (RKO) and ‘Blind Alibi 
|(RKO) and ‘Blonde Cheat’ (RKO), 
|and didn’t hit $3,000 among the lot of 
them. 


‘MARIE’ BEST IN OKAY 
INDPLS. AT SOCK 116 


Indianapolis, Sept. 6. 
| at Loew’s in 











| 


| ‘Marie Antoinette’ 
popular-priced run is dominating the 
|first-run houses with a very power- 
\ful take, aided by the influx of state 
fair visitors and by holiday prices on 
Labor Day. ‘Boy Meets Girl’ and 
| Bowes’ ams at the combination Lyric 
,are also in the money, while ‘Spawn 
of the North’ at the Circle is man- 
aging to garner a nice gross. 
Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-30- 
40) — ‘Alexander’ (20th). Following 
‘two successful weeks at the Circle, 
this pic still doing okay in third week 
after being moved to this smaller 
spot. Take will be $4,000, and may 
hold for another session. Last week, 
‘Sailor’ (Par) mild $3,200. 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2.800; 25-30 
40)—'Spawn’ (Par) and ‘From Cily 
(RKO). Former film given all the 
‘attention in campaign and _ faring 
moderately well at $6,000. Last week. 
‘Alexander’ (20th), excellent $8,500 in 
second week here. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40)— 
‘Antoinette’ (M-G). Heavy ad pe van 
paign got this one away to a big sta! 
and it’s heading for $11,000. sockd, 
Last week, ‘I Am Law’ (Col) a 
‘Blockheads’ (M-G), fairly good a 
$6.500. 

Lyrie (Olson) 


(2.000: 25-30-40)— 
‘Boy Meets Girl’ (WB) and a 
ams. Film given edge over pean 
this week in billing. Both, however: 
share credit for $9.000, good. and 
week, ‘Speed to Burn’ (aoth) _ 
doing §s! 
shows a day on last two days. set all- 
time house record of $18,400. 
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Bunny Goodman-Sailor’ Sail to Nice 


0,000; Chi Biz Very Good All Over: 


Henie 126, Lloyd 5 


—_— 





4 


Chicago, a. 6. " 
son is under way this wee 
New theatres, particularly under 
2 Balaban & Katz banner, spread 
be elves with additional advertis- 
niisplay and exploitation. Weather 
bong off, and with Labor Day 
§ ekend the theatres currently have 
v thing about which to squawk. 
Profits up and down the line. 
Chicago continues with its parade 
t sock attractions which has had 
their wicket whirling like a pro- 
seller these last eight weeks. if 
anything the turnstiles are whizzing 
than usual over Labor Day 
Benny Goodman or- 
ting up the customers. 
While the Chicago still doesn’t 
rate as the jitterbug center of 
the nation, as does the Paramount 
in New York, the youngsters are 
nevertheless shagging up and down 
the aisles, with the ushers trying 
vainly to keep the runways clear. 
In for two weeks, Goodman is a 
cinch for nice trade, this being 
his first theatre appearance In Chi- 
cago despite fact he originally 
clicked locally at the Congress hotel. 
Switching suddenly on booking, 
B. & K. pushed ‘Lucky Star’ into the 
Roosevelt and detoured ‘Professor 
Beware’ into the Apollo. It has be- 
come B. & K.’s intention, more and 
more, to keep the Roosevelt for at- 
trations which have femme appeal 
and deliver the slapstick, gunplay 


faster the 
week wl th 
chestra hea 





1/G, Astaire 186 2d 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
Mee WOON: c.<k cc cus $1,832,200 
(Based on 26 cities, 169 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
Py 2a 
Total Gross Same Week 
ee errr $1,889,700 
(Based on 22 cities, 154 theatres) 














Drummond’ (Par) and 
Burn’ (20th), fair $900. 

Lincoln (Cooper) (1,600; 10-25-35) 
—‘Rich Man’ (M-G) and ‘Sailor’ 
(Par). Good $3,000. Last week ‘Col- 
lege Swing’ (Par) and ‘Dangerous to 
Know’ (Par) split with ‘Give Mil- 
lion’ (20th) and ‘Passport Husband’ 
(20th), fair $2,700. 

Stuart (Cooper) (1,900; 10-25-40)— 
‘Texans’ (Par). Will go well and 
probably $4,000. Last week ‘Letter’ 
(U) $3,700, good, but less than ex- 
pected, 


‘Speed to 


BALTO STEADY: 
‘SPAWN’ NICE 





and more masculine-appeal flickers 


into the Apollo and Garrick. 


Holding for additional looping cur- | 


rently are ‘Carefree,’ ‘Antoinette’ and 
‘Boy Meets Girl.’ . 
Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65 )— 
Professor Beware’ (Par). Looking 
shad to a sprightly session with 
jenty of Labor weekend aid, and 
wading to $5,500, good. Last 
yeek, ‘Andy Hardy’ (MG) concluded 
iterrif loop gallop to $5,000. Picture 
inamite from the bell. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Give Me Sailor’ (Par) and Benny 
Godman orchestra on stage. Strict- 
ly the stage pull currently though 
Matha Raye pictures have done 
consistently well around here. Zing- 
ing to a high-numeral session of at 
least $50,000 from the getaway. Go- 
ing at the rate of six shows daily 
ad only a question of turnover. Last 
week, ‘Alexander’ (20th) finished 
third smackeroo stanza to hefty 
$38,600. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65)— 
Boy Meets Girl’ (WB). Filling in 
fr the most part, shoving in here 
afler a quickie stay in the Roosevelt. 
Wil go to about $6,500, good. Last 
wek, ‘Crowd Roars’ (MG) wound 
pny third loop stretch to $5,100, 
okay, 


Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) _ 


—Carefree’ (RKO) and vaude (2d 
week), Holding well and with the 
holiday strength will turn in a 
bang-up $18,000. Started slowly last 
week but picked up momentum and 
walked away with $24,700, strong. 


3)—Lucky Star’ (20th). In quickly 
and looks like easy $12,000 this week 
getting plenty of matinee aid on kids 
for the skater. Last week, ‘Boy Meets 
Girl’ (WB) faded to $9,000, meek for 
a first-runner. 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 25-35- 
45-55)—‘Fast Company’ (MG) and 
hye Repeat in loop for picture 
pee stil good here. Steady pace of 





ouse holds to $10,500 currently. 
rhs Last week, ‘Reformatory’ 
My was meat-and-drink for this 
‘ nae the shekels totaled to fine 


nusited Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700; 
veh)» — ‘Antoinette’ (MG) (2d 
‘ors and continuing in second week 
: dlentiful $16,000 after grinding out 
valloping $20,500 last week. 
wn by length of flick. 





hir Hypoes Lincoln; 
‘Texans’ Good $4,000 


Neb Lincoln, Neb., Sept. 6. 
i raska State Fair is in full swing 
if theatres are getting goodly share 
u out-of-town trade. Stuart sin- 
“On ae a good one for visitor atten- 
hl foe he Texans,’ which is a natu- 
co this territory. Lincoln's dual 
Ye - Man, Poor Girl’ and ‘Give 
or sailor’ is also okay. 
ng wey is going through remodel- 
tke ot Staying open. Will probably 
‘ate aed about three or four day: 
vith § the month and then reopen 
fom wtSt runs. Scale will advance 
Present 10-15¢ to 10-25-35c. 
Li Estimates for This Week 
Navy By co ooper) (1.200; 10-15 )— 
Will Ha lues (Rep) and ‘Accidents 
ty Chainer” (WB), split with ‘Coun- 
ing? an’ (20th) and ‘Drums of 
Yer (Cres). Fair $900. Last 





Wan ula Express’ (U) and ‘Wild 
split with 


(20th ). ‘Bulldog 


Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- | 


Femmes banging down the | 


Held | 


$9,000 


Baltimore, Sept. 6. 

Sieady if not sensational biz right 
down the line here this week, with 
nice lineup of product and cool holi- 
day interlude helping matters. 
‘Spawn of North,’ at Keith’s and 
‘Carefree,’ at the combo Hipp, are 
leading the parade, but not too far 
ahead of the other entries. 

Third week of ‘Alexander’ holding 
strong at the New, running up a 
possible record for that limited 
seater. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
25-35-40-55) — ‘Has Nancy’ (M-G). 
Getting some play on strength of 
marquee names, with nice $7,500 the 
possible count. Last week, ‘Woman’ 
(M-G) poor $5,100. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; 
15-25-35-40-55) — ‘Carefree’ (RKO) 
and vaude headed by Tommy 
Tucker's — orch. Probably okay 
$11.000. Last week, ‘Breaking Ice’ 
(RKO), owing it all to ballyhooed 


seventh anniversary stage layout 
headed by Frances Langford and 
Red Skelton, packed them in all 


week to socko $18,300. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 15- 
95-35-40-55)+—‘Spawn’ (Par). Step- 
ping along to pleasing $9,000. Last 


week, five days of ‘Sailor’ (Par), 
nothing much at $2,900. 

New (Mechanic) (1,558; 15-25-35- 
55)—‘Alexander’ (20th) (3d week). 


| Maintaining a healthy pace to $6,000, 
'after booming total of $19,000 for 
first two weeks. 

Stanley (WB) (3,250; 15-25-35-40- 
'55)—Boy Meets Girl’ (WB). Not 
getting gross looked for, with just 


fair $7,000 indicated. Last week, 
|‘Racket Busters’ (WB), pleasing 
| $8,600. 





CANADIAN NAT’L EXPO 
DENTS TORONTO 15% 


| Toronto, Sept. 6. 
First week of Canadian National 
Exhibition here has dented theatre 
attendance an estimated 15% but de- 
'luxers show a good profit, with ‘Al- 
exender’s Ragtime Band’ as_ top 
grosser, but ‘Crowd Roars’ crowding. 
| Third and final stanza of ‘Alexander’ 
| will bring the figure up to $34,000 
for the run after a first-week zoom 
of $16,000. : 

Influx of C.N.E. visitors might gen- 
erally be expected to boost the b.o., 
but reverse is fact. 
weeks of the Expo, locals flock to the 
outdoor atractions while _ Visitors, 
under current release practice, have 

the present film crop simul- 





seen 





During the two! 


taneously with, or possibly a little | 


before the big town. Presence at 
C.N.E. of such dance bands as Benny 
Goodman, Guy Lombardo, Buddy 
Rogers and Tommy Dorsey isnt 
helping downtown show biz either. 
Estimates for This -Week 


Imperial (FP-Can) (3,373; 25-35- 
50)—'Spawn of North’ (Par), off to 
verv good $7.200. Last week, ‘Boy 


Meets Girl’ (WB). good $6,800. 
Loew's (Loew (2,611; 25-35-50) 
‘Crowd Roars’ (M-G). Should garner 
$8.500 and will hold over. Last week. 
‘Andy Hardy’ (M-G) good $7,100 on 

second stanza 

Shea’s (FP-Can) ( : 
‘Army Girl’ (Rep) and ‘Prison Farm 
(Par). Passable at $4,600. Last week, 


Ss creo |- af. 
2,663; 20-40) — 





‘Little Tougn Guy’ (U) and ‘Sinners 


| 
in Paradise’ (U), fair $4,800. | 

Tivoli (FP-Can) (1,433; 25-40) —| 
‘Tropic Holiday’ (Par) and ‘You and | 
Me’ (Par). Middling $3,200. Last | 
week, ‘White Banners’ (WB) and/| 
‘Cowboy from Brooklyn’ (WB), fair 
$3,600. | 

Uptown (FP-Can) (2.761: 25-35-50) 
— ‘Alexander’ (20th) (3d wk). Snar- 
ing $8,700 for third lap, very good; 
last week, excellent $11,500 after | 
smash $16,000 on initial six days. 


LUCKY STAR’BIG 
698500, DETROIT 


Detroit, Sept. 6. 

Despite hefty opposish from free 
Gold Cup races on Detroit River, 
Michigan State Fair and other out- 
door attractions, local film row sur- 
vived the Labor Day holiday with 
some to spare 

‘Lucky Star,’ plus stage show at 
the Fox, looks like the winnah, with 
‘Marie Antoinette’ and ‘Alexander’s 
Ragtime Band,’ both holdovers, con- 
tinuing to click at the UA and Adams, 
respectively. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) 
‘Alexander’ (20th) (2d run) plus 
‘Safety in Numbers’ (20th), dual. 
Former opus moved here after two 
smash sessions at Fox: headed for 
nice $6,000. Last week about $3,900, 
okay, for ‘Little Tough Guy’ (U) 
plus ‘Limberlost’ (Mono). 

Fox (Indie) (5,000; 
‘Lucky Star’ (20th) plus stage show. 
Clicking nicely for around $28,500, 
aided by extra holiday price sked. 
Last stanza $22,500, spiffy, for second 
session of ‘Alexander’ (20th), fol- 
lowing riotous $42,500 first week. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 


30-40-65)—‘Sing You Sinners’ (Par) | 


plus ‘Men Are Such Fools’ (WB), 
dual. Figured at $9,500. good. Last 
week, $9,200, pretty good in view of 
opposish, for ‘Spawn of North’ (Par) 
and ‘Give Me a Sailor’ (Par) 


Palms-State (UD) (3,000; 30-40-50) | 


—Spawn of North’ (Par) (2d run) 
plus ‘Paroled from Big House’ (n- 
die), dual. Former pic moved here 


from Michigan and looks good for | 
$5,100. Last stanza, ‘Clitterhouse’ 
(WB) (2d run) and ‘Army Girl’ 
(Rep) just under $5,000, okay. 
United Artists (UD) (2.000; 30-40- 
55)-—‘Marie. Antoinette’ (MG) (2d 
week). Clicking off neatly at $11,- 


500 following smash $16,500 for first 
session, which reopened house after 
two-month layoff. May hold for 
third stanza. 


ALL SEATTLE PIX BIG: 
‘SINNERS’ FINE $7,500 


Seattle, Sept. 6. 

The four new ones for Labor Day 
week are ‘Letter of Introduction,’ 
at Fifth; ‘I Am Law,’ at Liberty; 
‘Sing You Sinners,’ at Orpheum, and 
‘My Lucky Star’ at Paramount. La- 
bor Day influx helped all houses. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 27)—‘Dracula’ (U) and ‘Frank- 
enstein’ (U) (2d week). Five days, 
getting big $7,800. Last week, same 
picts., great $5,400. 

Coliseum (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-32)—‘Blind Mice’ (20th) 
and ‘Swiss Miss’ (M-G). Headed 
for good $3,000. Last week, ‘Block- 
ade’ (U) and ‘Rascals’ (20th), $2,700. 

Colonial (Sterling) (800; 10-21)— 
‘Justice’ (Par) and ‘Reckless Living’ 
(U), split with ‘Double Danger’ 
(RKO) and ‘Arizona’ (Col). Indi- 
cate big $2,500. Last week, ‘Blondes 
Work’ (WB) and ‘Trip to Paris’ 
(20th) split with ‘Hawaii Calls’ 
(RKO) and ‘Heart of Rockies’ (Rep), 
dandy $2,100. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
—‘Letter’ (U). Running nine days 
and looks like big $8,500. Last week, 
‘Alexander’ (20th), five days of sec- 
ond week, good $4,500. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,800; 21-32-42)— 
‘Am Law’ (Col). Big campaign get- 
ting big $6,500. Last week, ‘Nowhere’ 
(Col) and ‘City Streets’ (Col), $4,- 
800, good. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 32-37-42 )—‘Spawn’ (Par). From 
Paramount for third week here. 
Anticipate great $4,800. Last week. 
‘Andy Hardy’ (M-G) and ‘Rich Man’ 


(M-G) (3d week). $3,100, big 
Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2.600: 32-37-42)—‘Sinners’ (Par) 


and ‘Danger on Air’ (U). Paced at 


great $7,500. Last week, ‘Tough Guy’ 
(U) and ‘Speed’ (20th), fair 34.400 
Palomar (Sterling) (1.350; 16-27- 
37)—‘Music Mountain’ (Rep) and 
‘Wild Night’ (20th). dual. and vaude 
Anticipate big $4,500 Last week, 
‘Blind Alibi’ (RKO) and ‘Leather- 
necks’ (Rep), and vaude. $4,100. good 
Paramount (iHamrick-Eve1 sreen) 
(3.049: 32-37-42) ‘Lucky Star 
(20th) and ‘Smashir tacket 
(RKO). In ‘ reat $9,000. La 
week, ‘Spawn’ (Par) days, sec 
ond week. oke $5.500 
Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-32) 
‘Hoosier Schoolbov’ (Mono) ane 
‘Man’s Castle’ (Col! (reissue). Good 
$2300. Last week. ‘Holiday’ (Col) 
and ‘Morgue’ (U) $2,400. big 


(1,700; 30-40)— | 


30-40-65 )— | 


eae cnmens a mn] 





Bway Bullish, Can't Take’ Wow 1206 
‘Andy -Harvest Mooners Sock $39,000, 
‘Alex’ 576 5th, ‘Letter’ 206, Kid’ 136 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week . 


(Based on 12 


$388,200 
theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year $439,200 
(Bused on 14 theatres) 








| Heavy influx of out 


-of-towners 
over the three-day Labor Day week- 
end more than made up for absent- 

| ing natives who scrammed else- 
where, managers claiming better 
play than for the same _ holiday 
period last year. Lesser money to- 


tals created by fact there are several 
key holdovers this week. 3usiness 
| Was better than average Friday night, 
| usually off when a holiday is coming, 
| While Saturday, Sunday and Monday 
(3-4-5) was powerful all the way, 
| though drop-off occurred after 7 p. 
}m. Monday night (5), as expected, 
| When folks started for back home 
| It is estimated that about 75% of the 
| patronage represented visitors. With 
i the natives back to town, business 
| opened excellently yesterday morn- 
| ing (Tues.) and had the Roxy con- 
| sidering a sixth week for ‘Alexander.’ 
| Labor Day accounted for one of 
| the best grosses the Music Hall wiil 
have had, $120,000 appearing in 
| the bag with ‘You Can’t Take It 





+ 


Ave. Kid’ (Rep). An unusually 
strong grosser for this spot, looking 
$13,000 or bit over. Will hold. Last 
week, ‘Bulldog Drummond’ (Par) 
finished poorly, under $6,000. 

Globe (1,274; 25-40-55)—‘Safety in 
Numbers’ (20th). New Jones family 
release opened here Monday (5) and 
off fairly good. In ahead, ‘Gladiator’ 


(Col), here for eight days, went to 
$8,100, good. 

Palace (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘Little 
Tough Guy’ (U) (2d run) and ‘Meet 
the Girls’ (20th) (1st run), dualed. 
Fair going here again, probably 
about $8,500. Last week, ‘Gateway’ 


(20th) and ‘Mother Carev’s Chickens’ 
(RKO), both 2d run, deubled $9.000. 
Paramount (3.664: 25-35-55-85-99) 
‘Spawn of North’ (Par) and Eddy 


Duchin band, plus Three Stooges, 
opens this morning (Wed.). The 
third (final) week for ‘Sing You Sin- 


ners’ (Par), plus Phil Spitalny and 


ZaSu_ Pitts. was nearly $41,000. 
mighty. This topped the second 
week's take, first time that ever hap- 
pened in this house, second lap be- 
ing $38.500. 

Radie City Musie Hall (5,980; 40- 
60-84-99-$1.65)-—‘Can't Take It With 
You’ (Col) and stave show. Smash 
business being recorded here on the 


first week, chances looking good for 
$120,000, close to best j history of 
house. Starts second heat iomorrow 
(Thurs.). Play on which picture is 
based continues on Broadway and 
over holiday was sellout. Last week 





' With You,’ while two other houses, 
| Roxy and Par, on holdovers, beat 
| their prior week’s grosses. Hall’s top 

was scored by ‘Top Hat,’ over Labor 


Day in 1936, at $134,800, in inclement | 


and 
| oner of 
| Zenda’ last winter did $122,900, 

| Third week for ‘Sing You Sinners’ 
! 


weather as against sunshine 
warmth this year, while ‘Pri 


| and Phil Spitalny, plus ZaSu Pitts, 


|} at the Paramount, ending last night 
(Tues.) was close to $41,000, as com- 
| pared with $39,500 the prior (2d 
: week), while ‘Alex,’ given a terrific 
| push over Labor Day, 
$57,000 on its current (5th) week as 
against $55,500 the fourth. 
On its first four weeks having 
| grossed $283,832, playing to 636,253 
persons, the approximate total for the 
run of five weeks for ‘Alex’ will be 
$340,000 and atiendance over three- 
; quarters of a million, truly phenome- 
j} nal. The decision not to go a sixth 


week, though grossing pace suggests | 


ability to do several additional 
rounds, is prompted by necessity of 


20ith-Fox to get ‘Alex’ rolling in sub- | 
‘My | 


sequent runs, plus the _ fact 
Lucky Star’ is being held up on first 
|; run. Roxy yesterday (Tues.) adver- 
tised it would open the doors at 11 
a.m., but due to heavy crowds, was 
forced to open at 10:20 instead. 

The State and Strand, with their 
stage show policies appvealing to the 
out-of-town crowds, are very strong, 
the holiday again proving that the 
folks from the outside usually veer 
to the theatres which have some- 
thing in person with the pictures. 
This accounts in part for straight 
filmers like the Rivoli and Capitol 
running behind the five combination 
houses 

Second-run State, with ‘Love Finds 
Andy Hardy’ and, in person, Ed Sul- 
livan and the Harvest Moon dance 
winners, will do around $39,000, best 
| since Mae West played the house last 
| spring ana not far from the record 
| of $45,000 held by Rudy Vallee. The 
| Strand, on its second (final) week of 
| ‘Boy Meets Girl’ and Ben B rnie, 
| will be $30,000 or better. This com- 
| pares with $35.000 the opening week 
of the new volicy. 
| Behind the stage show houses are 
| ‘Three Loves Has Nancy.” which will 
| be satisfactory though under hopes 

at about $24,000 for the Capitol; ‘Let- 
| ter of Introduction,’ considerable of 

a disappointment in spite of the com- 
| petition at under $20,000 at the Riv- 
|} ol, and ‘Tenth Avenue Kid,’ a sur- 
| priser at the Criterion, where it will 
score an excellent $13.000 or bit bet- 
ter on the week. ‘Kid’ will hold, a: 

will ‘Letter.’ The latter may imnrove 

on the second round. ‘Block-Heads’ 
went to over $10,000 on 9% days at 
the Rialto, good, while ‘Gladiator’ 
carried the Globe on eight days to 
$8.100, also nice Globe brought in 

‘Safety in Numbers’ Monday (5) 

while Rialto opened ‘Missing Guest’ 





vesterday (Tues.) 

The first week, $15.200, having in- 
cluded me paper, the second for 
‘Marie Antoinette’ at the $2 Astor 
heat that. poing to $17 600 canacity 


Estimates for This Week 


Astor (1.012: 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) 
Antoinette’ (MG) (3d week). Picked 
ip last week (2d) to 17 600 

hich capacity. r! tandiy 

Capitol (4.520: 25-35-55-85-$1.25) 
Three Loves H Nancy’ (M-G). Un 
sainst tey fit Br yadu 4 Cornrse t) 

ym over Labor Day. including fro 
tave-chow house but at 24 000 
fairly vood, Last week, ‘8 Am the 

Law’ (Col). $22,909 
Criterion (1 662 25-40-55) 1Ot} 


may go to| 


here, second for ‘Four Daughters’ 
| (WB), $86,000, excellent 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55)—‘Missing 
Guest’ (U). Opened here yesterday 
morning (Tues.). ‘Blockheads’ (M-G) 
on 9% days scored a little over 
| $10,000, good. 
| Rivoli (2,092: 25-55-75-85-90)—‘Let- 
ter of Introduction’ (U). Starts sec- 
ond week today (Wed.), though dis- 
| appointing on the first seven days at 
this side of $20,000. May pick up as 
word gets around. Final (2d) week 
for ‘Little Tough Guy’ (U) only 
$7,000, poor. 

Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75)—‘Alex’ 
(20th) and stage show (5th-final 
weck ). Unprecedentedly steady 
grosser, with aid of Labor Day, will 
beat fourth week’s take by going to 
$57,000 or close. The fourth stanza 
also went over expectations, closing 
at $55.500. Run of five weeks at 
around $340,000 is really something 
for the files. 
(2,767; 


Strand 25-55-75 )—Boy 

Meets Girl’ (WB) and Ben Bernie 
(2d-final week). Went to a strong 
$35,000 first week and on holdover 
will be $30,000 or a little better, ex- 
cellent. Good profit, despite what 
was spent on opening new policy, 
will be shown. ‘Valley of Giants’ 
(WB) and Ozzie Nelson band opens 
Friday (9). 

State (3,450; 35-55-75)—“Andy Har- 
dy’ (M-G) and, on stage, Fd Sulli- 
van with Harvest Moon dance win- 
ners. Combination of Sullivan and 
Harvest Moon dancers, plus draught 
of ‘Hardy’ turning the trick in neat 
fashion here currently. with gross 
climbing to smash $39,000 or there- 
abouts, up with the half dozen lead- 
ers of all time. Record high is $45,- 


000, held by Rudy Vallee. Right- 
about face on business this week 
contrasts with sad $12,000 last week 


with ‘Texans’ (Par) and Don Red- 
man band, Joe Laurie, Jr., and Raye 
and Naldi. 


Low Ten. Une Montreal: 
‘Sinners’ Good $7.000 


Montreal, Sept. 6. 
Coolish weather giving theatres a 
, boost, with Palace still leading the 
town on third week of ‘Alexander’s 
Ragtime Band.’ Other spots will do 
fair to good on outlook. 
Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700: 50)—‘Alexan- 
der’ (20th) (3d week). In line for 
7000 $7,500, after big second week of 
$10.000. 


Capitol (CT) (2.700: 50) ‘Sing, 
You Sinners’ (Par) and ‘Bulldog 
Drummond’ (Par) Looks like sood 
$7,000. WLast week, ‘Texans’ (Par) 
and ‘Born’ (Par). so-so 835.500 

Princess (CT) (2.300: 50)—‘Scarlet 
Pimnerne!’ (Brit) and ‘Gaiety Girls’ 
(Brit). Pacing for $6,600, very goo 
Last week, ‘Fast Company’ (M-G) 
and ‘Rattle of Broadway’ (20th), good 
25 000 , 

Ornheum (Ind) (1.100° 50) 
feirl! (Rep) and ‘Back Street Ren) 
Shoul { oy ¢ ‘ ‘ < 1 ‘ 

ek Victor (RP 
J Brit). ¢ i 4 

Cinema de Paris i Filrr:) 
HO0O°> SOd }> —S £4 ‘ x” Ze | 
vk) Expert $1 200 h 
$1400 last we 

St. Denis (F Wil) (2.300: 34) 

ai renule’ t ‘eT Bae 2 the Vv 
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Henie-Hallett Strong $27,000 
In Philly; ‘Sailor’-Vaude $2,300 


Philadelphia, Sept. 6. 

Nice break in the weather over 
the long holiday weekend, plus 
strong line-up of product and flesh 
marquee hypoes, giving all the mid- 
town de luxers a swell ride 
week after endless sessions of dol- 
drums. Clear skies and pleasantly 
cool temperatures prevailed all three 


days, only bad break being inter- 
mittent rain Saturday night (3). 

Fox got off to a tremendous start 
this week on its first vaudfilm combo 
in a year and a half. Clipping a red 
hot $27,000 with ‘My Lucky Star’ 
flickering and Mal Haliet’s orch in 
the flesh. Other vaudfilmer, the 
Earle, is in second pot in coin 
parade with $23.000. Pic is ‘Give Me 


a Sailor,’ With 

Chester Morris and 

the boards. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 42-57-68-75)— 
‘Algiers’ (UA) (2d week). Took a 
pretty hefty slide this turn to $8,860 
after v.g. opening week at better 
than $15,000. Inked in for one more 
stanza, however, going out next 
Wednesday (14) for ‘Secrets of an 
Actress.’ 

Boyd (WB) (2,350: 
‘Has Nancy’ (M-G). Posies from the 
crix lofting this zany to good $15,500. 
Last week, ‘Four’s a Crowd’ (WB), 
n.s.h. at $11.700. 

Earle (WB) (2,758, 25-37-42-57-68) 
—‘Sailor’ (Par). Ethel Merman, 
Chester Morris, Rufe Davis fleshing. 
Combination hot with $23,000. Last 
week, ‘Keep Smiling’ (20th) 
Phil Harris’s orch. so-so $18,500. 

Fox (WB) (2.423; 37-57-68-75)— 
‘Lucky Star’ (20th). Mal 
orch on stage. 
pic and stage attractions for bang-up 
getaway in first week of vaude, but 


Ethel 


Diif 
muUuLe 


Merman, 
Davis on 


Hallett’s | oa ; aan 
House given strong |heavy share of the gravy. 





—— 





should be a juicy $16,000. Last week, 
‘Antoinette’ (MG) galloped five leads 
ahead of other for socko $19,000 
prize. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972; 30-40-55) 
—‘Antoinette’ (MG). Transported to 
circuit’s h.o. house, where it prob- 
ably will hit record run. Standees 
opening day herald a first-class $10,- 
500. Last week, ‘Rich Man’ (MG) 
was surprise for lightweighter, oke 


| reopening this long shuttered house. | $6,500. 


this | 


Outlook for $10,000 very good. Will 
holdover at that scale. Brings RKO 
back to exhibiting after two-months 
absence from the local scene. 


Tower (Fox-Midwest) (2,200: 10- 
95-35-55) — ‘Speed to Burn’ (20th) 
!and Jan Garber’s orch on stage. 


Combo pushing toward gocd $15,000, 


with Esquire. 


AIR RACES BOON 


{ 
' 
! 


37-57-68-75)— | 


with | 
jand 


| 


a pleasant surprise even at that with | 


socko $27,000. Last week, ‘Spawn’ 
(Par), weak $12,290. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 37-42-57-68) 
-—‘Spawn’ (Par) (2d run). Slightly 
better than its initial gallop in com- 
parison at $4,900. Last week, ‘Swiss 
Miss’ (M-G), slow $2,600. 

Keith’s (WB) (1.870; 37-42-57-68 )— 
‘Four’s Crowd’ (WB) (2d run). Out 
of mesh altogether with sad $3.700. 
Last week, ‘Boy Meets Girl’ (WB) 
(2d run), poor $3,800. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 37-57-68-75) 
—Alexander’ (20th) (4th week). 
Smashing along to mighty $18,500 for 
eight-day finai session, making a 
total of better than $85,000 for the 
stay. Last week, $19,000. ‘Carefree’ 
(RKO) in Thursday (8). 

Stanton (WB) (1,457: 26-42-57)— 
‘Smashing Rackets’ (RKO). Con- 
tinuous procession of rackets and 
jails at this house seems to be 
weakening the gross. 
Last week, ‘Reformatory’ (Col), poor 
$4,000. 


KC Orph Reopens 
With ‘Carefree, 
Good at $10,000 


Kansas City, Sept. 6. 

RKO reopened its long shuttered 
Ofpheum Friday (2) after three 
weeks and approximately $30,000 in 
renovating was spent. House is 
under the direction of R. J. Haley, 
who came here from a Singer thea- 
tre in New Orleans. 

Orpheum was erected as a legit 
house. As a film outlet, gallery is not 
used and seating capacity is listed at 
1,500. Mainstreet remains closed for 
the time being. Building is RKO 
property erected on leased ground. 
It was closed early in the summer 
and town has been without regular 
RKO outlet since. 

Opening of Orpheum brings a 
sixth house into first-run situation. 
‘Carefree’ as lead off film bringing 
very satisfactory returns. 

Week has topnotch attractions in 
every spot and grosses are respond- 
ing in kind. Holiday is also boosting 
totals. The reception for Douglas 
Corrigan however took the spotlight 
off theatres. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire (Fox-Midwest) (820; 
25-40-55) — ‘Alexander’ (20th) 
week). Easing off from 
totals but oke $4,500. 
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sion concerned, 


| Nancy’ and stage bill. 


week, | 


got $8,000, only mite off from opening | 


week. 
Midland (Loew’s) (3.573: 10-25-40) 
—‘Marie Antoineite’ (M-G). Breaks 
a hard and fast double feature 
policy. Booming $17,500. Last week 
‘I Am Law’ (Col) and 
(Col», average $8.000. 
Newmean (Peramount) 
95-40)—‘Spawn’ (Par). 
own in sturdy fashion. Headed for 
$9.000. good figure here. Last week, 
‘Sailor’ (Par). average $7.009. 
Orpheum (RKO) (1.500; 10-25-40) 
—'‘Carefree’ (RKO). 


(1.900: 10- 
Stands on its 


‘Gladiator’ 


Cets chore of | 


but below expectations. Last week, 
‘Devil’s Party’ (U) and Rufe Davis 
headlining vaude, only six days for 
fair $9,000. 

Uptown (Fox-Midwest) (1,200; 10- 
25-49 )—‘Alexander’ (20th). Brought 
in to run for week day-and-date 
It's $6,590 is 


s the big- 


gest take this month. Last week, 
‘Texans’ Par) in a subsequent run 
following two recent weeks at New- 


nan, fair .$2,700 


TO CLEVELAND; 
‘NANCY’ 166 


Cleveland, Sept. 6. 
National air races drew 250,000 
visitors to Cleveland Airport, hotels 
theatrical section over Labor 
Day, and all film row is getting a 


day crowds on Friday (2) caused 
traffic jams, yet gave houses sellout 
performances that set a terrific pace 
for season’s start. 

Comfortably cool weather also 
boosted two current leaders, “Three 
Loves’ and ‘Carefree.’ Former at 
Loew’s State, following last week’s 
tremendous take by ‘Antoinette,’ is 


well over standard gross, but being | 


given a tough race by Irving Berlin 
musical at Hipp. ‘Boy Meets Girl’ 
right on their tails at Palace, which 
goes back to vaude Sept. 16 with 
ZaSu Pitts. All three praying it will 
rain, making air-race fans more pix- 
minded. 
Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-55)— 
‘Alexander’ (20th) (4th week). Noth- 
ing like it this season. Rolling along 
strong for fourth week of $7,500, after 
moveover from Hipp, and could stay 


another stanza. Last week, a very 
nifty $8,500. 
Alhambra (Printz) (1,200; 20-30- 


35)—‘Letter of Introduction’ (U). 
First indie showing and also spot’s 
initial single-bill of summer, boosting 
biz to fine $5,000. Last week ‘Crime 
Ring’ (RKO) and ‘Main Event’ (Col) 
on split-week dualer barely caught 
$1,900. 

Hipp (WB) (3,700; 15-40-55)— 
‘Carefree’ (RKO). Originally skedded 
for RKO Palace, but shifted in ex- 
change for ‘Boy Meets Girl.’ and 
house got best of the trade. Heavy 
Rogers-Astaire ballyhoo banging it 
up to $15,500, swell. Last week 
‘Four’s a Crowd’ (WB) liked enough 
to collect $11.000. 

Palace (RKO) 
—‘Boy Meets Girl’ (WB). 
snuff as far as cricks and play-ver- 
but holiday trade 
more amiable, promising $14.000. 
Last week ‘Racket Busters’ (WB), 
dented by heat, $6,500. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-40-55)— 
‘Three Loves Has Nancy’ (MG). 
| Three-star combo a sure-fire magnet; 


Pre-holi- | 


(3,200; 30-35-40-55) | 
Not up to | 





MARIE BIG 336 





and looks like swell bet for Carlton 
holdover. Racing to sellout $14,000. 
Last week, ‘I Am Law’ (Col) and 
‘Blockheads’ (M-G), 
only fair $10,500. 





IN 2 HUB SPOTS 





Boston, Sept. 6. 
‘Marie Antoinette’ 
‘Spawn of the North’ is plenty okay 
and holdover of ‘Carefree’ is coming 
through with a good take. 
‘Alexander's Band,’ shifted to Par 
and Fenway for fourth week, 
| show pleasing strength. 
Estimates for This Week 

Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 25-35-40- 
55)—Alexander’ (20th) and ‘Keep 
Smiling’ (20th), dual. Came in (1) 
after three frames at Metropolitan; 
headed for dandy $8,500. Last week 
‘Sailor’ (Par) and ‘Speed Burn’ 
(20th), medium $5,000. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 25- 
35-40-55) — ‘Carefree’ (RKO) and 
‘Smashing the Rackets’ (RKO) (2d 
wk). Very good $18,000. First week 
| hefty $24,600. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 25-35- 
40-55) —Spawn’ (Par) and ‘Numbers’ 
(20th), dual. Big $20,000 indicated. 
Last week, third of ‘Alexander’ 
(20th) and ‘Ke*ping Smiling’ (20th), 
very good $22,300. 


wn 


Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- | 


55 )—‘Marie é-ntoinette’ (M-G). 
Smashing through to big $19,000. 
Last week ‘Algiers’ (UA) and ‘Rich 
Man’ (M-G), dual, big $16,000. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 25-35- 
40-55 )—Alexander’ (20th) and ‘Keep 
Smiling’ (20th). Moved over from 
Met and aiming .t juicy $10,000. Last 
week ‘Sailor’ (Par) and ‘Speed Burn’ 
(20th), fair $7,300. 

Scollay (M&P) (2.538: 25-35-40-50) 
—Racket Busters’ (WB) and ‘Sailor’ 
(Par), dual (2d run). Okay $7,000. 
Last week ‘Texans’ (Par) and ‘Pen- 
rod’ (WB), dual, third run, fair 
| $6.000. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 25-35-40-55 )— 
‘Marie Antoinette’ (M-G). Very big 





| $16,000. Last week ‘Algiers’ (UA) 
|and ‘Rich Man’ (MG), dual, spiffy 
| $13,000. 





'2 Prov. Spots Reopen, 
1 with Vaude; ‘Marie’ 


Providence, Sept. %. 
With Fay’s and Carlton reopening, 
downtown’s pic and vaude houses are 
again in full swing. Loew’s is stand- 
out with ‘Marie Antoinette.’ Strand’s 
‘Spawn of the North’ is helping that 
stand to better biz than usual. 
Albee is also looking brighter with 
‘Carefree.’ 
Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (2,200; 25-35-50) — 
‘Carefree’ (RKO) and ‘Prison Break’ 
(U). Pulling for swell $8,000. Last 
week, ‘Carey’s Chickens’ (RKO) and 
‘Sky Giant’ (RKO), fair $6,500. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 25-35- 
50)-——‘Alexander’s (20th). Third week 
downtown. Weekend holiday hurt, 
| but still good for nice $5,000. Last 
week dark. 

Fay’s (2.000: 25-35-50) — ‘Keep 
Smiling’ (20th) and vaude. Return 
of vaude after summer absence help- 
ing for nice $6,800. Last week dark. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 25-35-50) — 
| ‘Marie Antoinette’ (M-G), Big coin 








Holiday Influx Hypoes Wash, Biz; 
‘Nancy’-Vaude Click with $25,000 





Washington, Sept. 6. 
Threatening weather at start of 
holiday weekend, plus influx of 
tourist trade, hypoing b. o. nicely. 
Capitol is bidding for biggest gross 
in months with ‘Three Loves Has 





vaude spot, also in the big dough 
with ‘Four’s a Crowd’ and Phil Har- 
ris’ band. 

Most interesting angle of week is 
way revival of ‘King Kong’ is giv- 
ing Met, WB repeat spot, swell weck. 
Pie was previewed for critics 
ballied almost as much as new pic. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol ‘Loew) (3.424; 25-35-40- 
66)—Has Nancy’ (M-G) and vaude. 
Harriet Hoctor Joe Morrison 
top stage Heading toward swell 


low . 
$25.000. Last week, ‘Texans’ (Par) 
Hall’s orch 


thank George 
weak $15,500. 


most of the oiherwise 
Columbia (Loew) (1,583; 25-40)— 


and 
aii 


can for 


Earle, other | 


and | 


| ‘Crowd Roars’ (M-G) (2d run). Back 
| downtown after two big weeks at 
| Palace and shooting for nice $5,000 
|}in nine days. Last week, ‘Keep 
Smiling’ (20th), vanked after five 
days with floppo $2,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,244: 25-35-40-66)— 
‘Four’s a Crowd’ (WB) and vaude. 
| Phil Harris orch helping toward big 
| $19,000. Last week, ‘Boy Meets Girl’ 
| (WB) and Tony Martin, p. a., 
$19,000. 


| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Keith’s (RKO) (35-55)—‘Carefree’ | 
(RKO) (2d week). Nice $9,000. Last | 
week, same pic. big $13.500. 

Met VB) (1,853: 25-40)—‘King 
Kong’ (RKO) (revival). Big bally 
with preview for critics is catching 
on for probable nice $6,000. Last 


week, ‘Clitterhouse’ 


r90d $4.509 
Palace ‘Loew) (2.363: 35-55)— 
‘Alexander’ (20th) (2d week). Hold- 


ing at sock $13.000. 
| ple, smash $21,500. 


is tallying high, | 


Very Good at $14,000 


big | 


(WB) (2d run), 


Last week, same 


slowed to walk by this one. So-so 
| $7,000 in offing. Last week, 
| ander’ (20th) (2d wk), surprised with 
| socko $10,000. First week hit $15,000. 


Strand (Indie) (2,200; 25-35-50) —j| 


| ‘Spawn’ (Par). Improving outlook 
| with good $7,000. Last week, “Texans’ 
(Par) and ‘Main Event’ (Col), fair 
$6,500. 


FRISCO FRISKY, 
SPAWN BIG 
$75 0 


San Francisco, Sept. 6. 

With one of the hottest state elec- 
tions out of the way. the 
seem to be showing a little more in- 
| terest in the theatre. Public also 
|seems to be going for the Movie Quiz 
contest which was launched 
week, with the mayor of San Fran- 
| cisco issuing special proclamation 
| in honor of the campaign. Seventy- 
one theatres have united in cam- 
| paigns which finds the nabes and the 
first runs joined together solidly for 


the first time. Theatremen expect 
to pass out 500,000 of the quiz books. 

Two special holidays this week, 
| Labor Day and Admission Day, also 
ja great help. Fox, with ‘Spawn of 
| the North,’ is luring plenty of cus- 
tomers. The new Rogers-Astaire pic- 
ture, ‘Carefree,’ is a hit at the Golden 
Gate, where biz is way above av- 
| erage. 





Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 25-55-75)— 
‘Spawn of North’ (Par) and ‘Safety 
in Numbers’ (20th). Both pictures 
well liked, take in the nabe of $25,- 
000. Last week (2nd) ‘Alexander’ 
(20th) grabbed a terrific $19,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) 
—‘Carefree’ (RKO) and vaudeville. 
All crix gave Rogers 
picture rave notices which have been 
backed up by swell comments from 
customers. At $19,000 biz way above 
Astaire’s last opus, ‘Damsel in Dis- 
tress.’ Last week ‘Breaking the Ice’ 


a nifty $16,700. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 35-55)— 
‘Letter of Introduction’ (U) (3rd- 
final week) and selected shorts. Sev- 
eral previews thrown in to stimulate 
biz during third and final stanza, 
which is paced for good $5,200. Labor 
Day always brings pretty good biz 
to first-run houses. Last week ‘In- 
troduction’ (U) got $6,600. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2.740; 35-55- 
75)—‘Marie Antoinette’ (MGM) (2nd 
wk), Plenty of strange faces in town 
from the sticks, which have helped 
considerably in garnering sizable 
$14,000 on the holdover of this cus- 
tomer. Labor Day is ¢lways a pretty 
good heliday in this strong union 
town. Last week ‘Marie Antoinette’ 
got fancy $19,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470: 35-55- 
75)—‘Alexander’ (20th) (3d week). 
Still getting the trade after two ter- 
rific weeks at the Fox. Musical will 
do great $7,500 in this small house. 
Last week (4th) ‘Andy Hardy’ (MG) 
and ‘Army Girl’ (Rep) closed to good 
$4,500. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200: 35- 
55-65 )—‘Algiers’ (UA) (7th wk). Ex- 
tra holiday a big help, giving the 
Wanger picture a needed boost dur- 
ing a sagesing 7th stanza, which will 
now reach a fine $5,000. Last week 
(6th) managed to get around $5,000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2.680; 35-55-75) 
—Four’s a Crowd’ (WB) and ‘Time 
;Out for Murder’ (20th). War- 
| ner comedy has exceptional marquee 
| Strength, headed by Errol Flynn, 
| who is very popular here. Olivia de 
| Havilland, a local girl also in the 

cast, strong $14.000 in the bag. Last 
week ‘Boy Meets Girl’ (WB) and 
| ‘Roolew’ (Par) a big disappointment, 
| suddenly dropping to dismal $10.500. 





FOOTING IN THE SLICKS 

Hollywood, Sept. 6 
George Hurrell checked in at 
Warners as head portrait photog- 
rapher, giving up his private busi- 
ness for a salary reported at $1,100 
a week. 
Since Hurrell 


was signed several 


weeks ago, Warners has had requests 


for his pictures from mags that the 
| Studio had never been able to crash. 


‘Alex- | 


| 


| 


finished with | tures campaign, and the 


Majestic (Fay) (2,300; 25-35-50) — | attractions, 
‘Boy Meets Girl’ (WB) and “Penrod’| dominant factor in the rey italized 
(WB). Past several week’s fast pace! box office. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


OK Pix, Holiday and Fair Boost Mpls, 
Grosses: ‘Carefree -Heidt Good $8,000 


Minneapolis, Sept. 6, 

Grosses currently are getting g 
boost from the Labor Day holiday 
the launching of the national pic: 
mpaig ie numerous 

State Fair visitors. Continued strong 
however, remain the 


Rain and cold diverting transient, 
from State Fair to theatres at night 

Both of the principal newcomers 
this week—‘Spawn of the North’ and 
‘Carefree’—are getting plenty of box. 
office attention. After two big weekg 
at the State, ‘Alexander’s Ragtime 
Band’ moves over to Century for ex. 


tension of its first-run. Still hitting 
profitable pace. ‘Letter of Introduc. 
tion’ is in its fourth loop week at 
the World and again will keep that 
sure-seater in the black. Another 
stage show, Horace Heidt orch, 


moved into the Orpheum Friday, 
Estimates for This Week 
Aster (Par-Singer) (900: 15-25)— 
‘Booloo’ (Par) and ‘Blockheads’ (Me 
G), dual, first runs. Playing entire 
week and zooming toward big $1.- 


800. Last week, ‘Saint New York’ 
(RKO) and ‘Chump’ (WB), dual 
| first-runs, split with ‘Danger on Air’ 
(U) and ‘Highway Patrol’ (Col), $1,< 
500, good. 
Century (Par-Singer) (1,600: 25. 


natives | 


last | 


35-40 )—‘Alexander’ (20th) (3d week). 
Taking up quarters here for final 
seven days after highly prosperous 
fortnight at the State. En route to 
fine $6,000. Last week, ‘Tough Guy’ 
(U), $3,200, bad. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,800: 25. 
35-40 )—‘Carefree’ (RKO) and Hor- 
ace Heidt orch. Good exploitation 
and publicity helping this one. Do- 


ing better than recent Astaire 
Rogers. Headed for good $8,000. 


Last week, ‘Give Million’ (20th) and 
Bowes ams, $11,000, good. 

State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 25-35. 
40)—‘Spawn’ (Par). Swell selling 
campaign for this one and well-re- 


ceived by customers. Good $8,500 
indicated. Last week, ‘Alexander’ 
(20th) (2d week), with Princess 


Wahletka, seeress, $8,000, fine after 
immense $15,000 first week. 

Time (Berger) (290; 15-25)—‘Cop- 
perfield’ (M-G) (reissue). This house 
now devoting itself almost entirely 
to reissues and getting by okay. 


| Looks like fair $700. Last week, ‘Star 


| ans’ 
; showing. 


Is Born’ (UA) (reissue), $800, good. 
Uptown (Par) (1,200; 25-35)—'Texe 

(Par). First neighborhood 

Fair $2,500 in prospect. 


| Last week, ‘Miss Broadway’ (20th), 


| $3.200, 


and Astaire | 


good. 
World (Steffes) (290; 25-35-40-55) 


—‘Letter’ (U) (4th week). Still de- 
livering nicely at box office. Not 


much variation in gross since film 
moved here after good $5,500 first 
week at Orpheum. Should reach 


| satisfactory $1,600. Last week, $1.800, 
| okay, after neat $1,400 first week. 


(RKO) with Bobby Breen in person, | 


‘Nancy’ Plenty Hot Oa 
Port. Dual, Big $8,500 


Portland, Ore., Sept. 6. 
Batting average is up for all spots. 





'‘Three Loves Has Nancy’ and ‘Marie 
| Antoinette’ tied for top gross honors 
|at Parker’s Broadway and UA, latter 


in strong second week. 
Holiday biz was excellent. 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (2,000: 30-40) 
—‘Has Nancy’ (M-G). Strong $8,500. 
Last week, ‘Algiers’ (UA) and ‘Block- 
heads’ (M-G), good $6,000. . 
Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen ) (1,500; 
30-40—Alexander’s’ (20th) (4th wk). 
Still big for this house at $4,000 fol- 
lowing three great weeks at the 
Paramount. Last week ‘Andy Hardy 
(M-G) and ‘Prison Break’ (U), 
closed its fourth week with average 
$2,400. First three weeks got $14.500. 
Orvheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2.000; 30-40)—‘Carefree’ (RKO) and 


‘Citv Streets’ (Col). Getting big 
$6.500 and may hold. Last week, 
‘Racket Busters’ (WB) and ‘Going 


Be Rich’ (20th). voor $3,200. 

Porameunt (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3.000: 30-40)—‘Snawn’ (Per) an 
‘Speed to Burn’ (20th). Great $7.000. 
Last week, ‘Alexander’ (20th) ended 
big third stanza with $4.700. 

Rivoli (Indie) (1.200: 30-40)— 
‘Kentuckv Moonshine’ (20th) and 
‘Bulldog Drummond’ (Par). Average 





$1.700. Last week, ‘Girl of Golden 
West’ (M-G) and ‘Stolen Heaven 
(Par) (reissues), nice $1.800. 


United Artists (Parker) (1 100: 30- 


40)—'Marie Antoinette’ (MG) (2d 
wk). Strong $4500. First .™ — 
exce*ded expectations and built UP 


great $6.700. 


oe } . , 
Greene in ‘Kaintuck 


‘ 


Hollywood, S¢ 
Richard Greene revlaced Don 
Ameche as the male lead te 
Loretta Young in the 2 -F . 
Technicolor production of ‘“Ke®- 
tucky,.’ which rolled today (Tues.’ 
Ameche. who recentls 
an ap Hari V i H . 
lered by his doct t 5 
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New South Wales Would Have Nat’ 
Quota, Not Imperial, to Restrict Law 


Sydney, Aug. 17. 


- looks as though the New 
Tne wales government would 
oes its hands of any quota for this 


ecommending a national 
ort “. is popularly called an Im- 
rial Quota but the meaning is in- 
tended to cover Australia, according 
to present understanding, since it is 
believed not to be the intention te 
include India, Canada or South 
Africa in any such setup as the name 


might imply. 


While Queensland, Victoria and 
South Australia are pressing for 
sort of workable quota, in- 


some : ore aie > 
cluding protection against what they 


describe as exorbitant rentals 
charged by Gg. &. distributors, prob- 
lem of getting various states to 
agree to a national quota statute is 


more difficult than appears on the! 


surface. 
Certain states obviously 


have nothing to do with a sweeping 
quota law. They doubtless would 
point to India and Canada as prov- 
ing their point that these countries 


and exhibitors in them are able to/| 


get along without quota setups. 
New South Wales government 
knows that American 


duction and realize that both 
quota laws have been failures. 
Hence, despite heavy pressure on the 
government here, Premier Stevens 
has hinted that his ministerial party 
is not keen on shouldering every- 
thing and would prefer passing a 
portion of the present mess onto fed- 


eral authorities, meaning the na- | 
tional quota. 
Though British interests. are| 


known to be pushing for bigger out- | 
lets for their own product, big catch | 


in any Imperial Quota lies in the 
fact that Great Britain took a slap 
at Australian picture production in 
its own new quota act. 

Rumblings under the surface about 
excessive film rentals and charges 
that U. S. distributors get around 


restriction rights indicate that there | 


will be plenty of fireworks in the 
next few months, 


DISNEY PIC 11TH 





WK. IN SYDNEY 





; Sydney, Aug. 14. 
Despite a good lineup of U. S. and 
British pictures, biz, with a couple 
Bnreptions, continues at a so-so 


Walt 





would | 


| urday 
distributors | 
will not be forced into quota pro- | 
its | shortly at another larger theatre at 

| cheaper prices 








Lee Tracy Clicks As 
Lead in London ‘Idiot’ 


London, Sept. 6. 
Lee Tracy, fresh from Hollywood 
stepped into Raymond Massey’s lead 


Massey left the cast to go to New 
York as the lead in the Five Play- 


wrights Co. production of ‘Abe Lin- 
coln in Illinois,” due on Broadway 
Oct. 17. Playing opposite Tracy is 


Tamara Geva, who did the same with 
Massey 


Following Tracy’s success, 


‘Music,’ ‘Follies’ Hold 


_ Strongly in Copenhagen 
Copenhagen, Aug. 30. 


| While film revivals are strong 


here first-runs are garnering the 
| major coin, 

| ‘Professor, Beware’ (Par) got aj} 
; cool reception at the Metropole. | 
| 

| 


| ‘Jezebel,’ in its second week at the 
Scala-Bio, won't last much longer. 
| ‘Mad About Music’ (U) is a big click 


|at the Palladium and ‘Goldwyn Fol- 


| lies’ (UA) is likewise at the Kino 
| Palaet. Five first-run theatres are 
»| playing the Danish comedy, ‘The 


offices, 


LOEW ENCORING 


HIS WORLD TOUR 


the li-| 


braries made a new deal for the} 


show the following day. 


Opening Thursday night (1) at 


the Lyric, Charles Morgan’s ‘Flash- | 


ing Stream’ showed itself to be too | 
highbrow for general appeal. Mor- 
gan is drama critic of the London 
Times. Godfrey Tearle, who's pre- 
senting the play, is also taking a 
leading role. 

‘Maritza’ folded at the Palace Sat- | 
(3) without notice, and the 
backer, who claims to have invested 
$90,000, says he will open with play | 





| 


| cipal key cities of Europe. 


| it is not known whether his trip will 
SANDRINI PLANS it is probable that present ~ne will | 


PARIS MODEL © 


OF INTL 


Paris, Aug, 29. 
Pierre Sandrini, French producer, 
who had his share in the first New 
York International Casino show, 
will have this town sewed up for 
that type of nitery by the end of 


the year if present plans materialize. | 


Already the operator of the Bal 


Tabarin, one of the largest and most | 


successful spots of its kind in Eu- 
rope, Sandrini hopes to go himself 
one better in December when he re- 
opens his Moulin-Rouge with a revue 
planned as one of the biggest things 
ever produced here. Present sched- 


ule calls for an on-comer of the same | 


type as that now running in the Bal, 
but on a larger scale, which this 
larger spot can accommodate. 
Sandrini is presently putting the 
greater portion of his attention on 
a new revue for the Bal, which is 





Arthur Loew, head of Metro’s in- 
ternational department, this week 


decided to start on another extensive | 


tour of world exc.ianges, 
New York, Sept. 28. 
mediately to 


He will go im- 
Paris for conferences 
with Laud@y Lawrence, who called off 
contemplated trip to U. S. when he 
learned of Loew’s coming 
Loew also will 
Eckman, Jr., in London. 

While abroad, Loew will visit prin- 
Just now 


visit. 


extend beyond European capitals but 


be the first leg of a tour including 
South America and the Far East. 


The Metro foreign chief last year 


started for Australia and adjacent | 
| territory shortly before the close of | 
| 1937. 

| months. 


Loew left yesterday (Tuesday) for | 
| the Coast for studio confabs pre- | 
Planed | 
and will be back by airplane | 


He was absent about six 


| paratory to European trip. 
| out 
| Friday (9). 





| 
| 


PIPER SEES JAPANESE 





Optimism over the prospect of 


early settlement of the coin and pic- 
| ture stymie in Japan, expressed gen- 
| erally in the last few weeks by in- 
| dustry officials, also was voiced this 
| week by J. W. Piper, Paramount’s 
manager in Japan, now in New York 
| for home-office huddles. Piper, who 


leaves today (Wednesday) for the 
| Coast and shortly thereafter for 


| 





| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
to" | Male Housemaid’ (Asa) to good box- 
role in ‘Idiot’s Delight’ at the Apollo | 


here last week and scored handily. | 


played during the summer season. 


leaving | 


confer with Sam! 


FOREIGN BAN LIFTING 


— 


Paris Prepares Big Legit Program 
~ After Worst Summer in Yrs.; Deval, 


Guitry, Bernstein Map Productions 





banned in England that the English 


Players are presenting here this 
year, ‘Oscar Wilde’ having been | 


Among the revivals, which have | 


already reopened, or will open be- 
fore the end of the month, are the 
operetta, 
80 Days,’ by Ennery and Jules Verne, | 
at the Chatelet; "Le Misanthrope,’ at 
the Theatre des Ambassadeurs, with | 
Alice Cocea and Jean Louis 
in the leads; ‘Altitude 3,200,’ which 
| will hold down the first part of the | 


‘The Tour of the World in | 


Zarrault | 


season at the Theatre Pigalle, and | which will replace 


| 


250 U.S, PIX INTO 
ITALY CUT 
TO 150 


—___—_. 





| guez, as 





Prospect that the Italian-U. S. film 
agreement of 1936, arranged through 
the activity of Will Hays in Rome, 
would be changed and the number 
of films permitted into Italy cut from 
250 to 150, loomed this week. That 
was the unofficial word from Italy, 
which was partially substantiated by 
the fact that distributors of Ameri- 


ernment assigned quotas. Italian | 
authorities failed to designate quotas 


early this month for the final quar- 
ter of the year, according to infor- 


{mation received in New York. 


No official confirmation of any 
drastic change in quota arrangement 





;a new 


i while 


| also produce. 


, 


Paris, Aug. 28. ‘Le Corsaire,” at the Theatre de 
Although deader this summer than |!’Athenee. Other revivals include 
in many slack seasons of the past, | Les Jours HOUTeUT at the rheatre 
j Michel and ‘Plutus’ with Charles 

the French legitimate theatre is) pyllin at the L’Atelier 
planning its most formidable pro- Sacha Guitry has his hand in at 
gram in years. least one and possibly two new plays 
First one due to appear is a world for the season rhe first, as yet un- 
: ea elected, will open the season at the 
premiere and is in English. The | yyadeleine and will of course star 
English Players, headed by Edward | Guitry and Jacqueline Delubac, with 
Stirling, will present the English- | Andre Lefaur and Elvire Popesco in- 
banned ‘Brave New World” by Al- | cluded in the cast. Some considera- 
dous Huxley, and adapted by Louis lion 1S also being given to his ‘De- 
Walinsky, at the Theatre de l’Ocuvre | /22et, with Gaby Morlay in one of 
this month. This is the second play the leads, but that would not be 


shown before January 
New Bernstein Play 

Henry Bernstein comes next with 
play called ‘Fortune,’ to be 
produced at the Gymnase, with 
Claude Dauphin, Michele Alfan, Jean 
Davy and Jeanine Crispin holding 
the top parts. This is expected to 
its appea.ance next month 
a revival will hold down the 
bill until then. Jean Giraudoux will 
have two new plays shown during 
the coming season. The first will be 
his own adaptation of his ‘Bella,’ 
‘Le Corsaire’ at 
the Athenee, when the latter closes, 
The second is only a one-act play, 
‘Le Cantique des Cantiques (‘The 
Chant of Chants’), but shares honors 
with ‘Tricolore, by Pierre Lestrin- 
being the first of modern 
works to be presented at the Com- 
edie-Francaise. Both due this month. 
The other national theatre, the 
Odeon, is also going modern, with 
a new play, ‘Le President Haude- 
coeur,’ by Roger-Ferdinand, slated 
to open the season there. 

To be seen for the first time in this 
country are a French adaptation of 
Clare Booth’s ‘Women’ by Jacques 
Deval and George Bernard Shaw’s 
‘L’Argent n’a pas d’Odeur.’ The first 
will be presented at the Theatre 
Pigalle, when ‘Altitude 3,200’ closes, 
by The Young Associated Comedians, 
headed by Jane Marnac, who will 
The second will show 
at the Mathurins, to be followed later 
in the season by ‘Danger of Death,’ 
a comedy by Maurice Diamant- 


make 


| Berger. 
can pictures were unable to import | 


‘further films till the Mussolini gov- 


Louis Verneuil, whose ‘Train pour 
Venise’ (‘Train for Venice’) enjoyed 
a long run here last year, and has 
since been made into a film, will see 
at least one of his new plays pro- 
| duced. ‘Leonidas,’ his latest four-act 
comedy, is scheduled for either the 
Theatre de Paris or the Theatre 
Marigny, with Zita Perzel, Pierre 
| Brasseur and “Marcel Simon in the 
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‘ London, Aug. 30 
7 Snow White’ 
*ek at the New Gallery, London, 


(RKO) is in its 27th 


lery first-run will run until Christ- 
mas. Picture reported to have ex- 
ceeded $500,000, passing Radio City 's 
five-week mark, which justi fell 
short of $500,000 


New York next week for series of 
homeoffice parieys. 

It will be Nathan’s first visit to 
N. Y. in the last two and one-half 


years. 


the British production of ‘Burmese pected to turn legit showcase, the 
Silver. also on a loanout from Gold- Edouard VII, with Madame Hene- 

y! n't going over after all. Al- riette Pascar taking over manage- 
leged passport trouble—or just a ment No play has yet been set 
Goldwyn press gag there, however 
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You Can’t Take It With 
You 


Columbia release of Frank 
duction. Features Jean Arthur, 
Barrymore, James Stewart, Edward Arnold, 
Mischa Auer, Ann Miller, Spring Byington, 


Capra pro- 


Lione) | 


Samuel 8S. Hinds, Donald Meek and 
well Hoobes. Direc.ed by Frank 
From play of same name by George 5. 


Kauimun ani Moss Hart; adaptation, Rob- 
ert Riskin; editor, Gene Havlick; photog- 


raphy, Joseph Walker. At Radio City 

Music Hall, N. Y.. week Sept. 1, "58. Run- 

ning time, 126 mins. 

Alice Sycamore. ......2-ee8- ..Jean Arthur | 
Martin Vanderhof........ Lionel Barrymore | 
, ee 7): PREECE James Stewart 

Anthony P. Kirby.....-e--6- Edward Arnold 

Kolekhov....cccorces secceeee Mischa Aver 

Essie Carmichael...... ‘ .Ann Miller | 


Spring Byington 
liinds 


Penny Sycamore.. 
Paul Sycamore 
Poppis...ssee 
Ramsey 

De Pinna. 

Ed Carmichiel 
Mrs. Anthony Kirby ‘ 
Rheba..... L 
Donald ‘ Kd 
John Blakely Clare 
Protessut Je 
Maggie ON: 

Schmidt Christian Ru 
Mrs. Schinidt.. Bodil R 

Hen lerson h ries L 
Judge Harry Davenport 


samuel 3 


Warner 


ll He 


» Tayl 


Hq. @ 
~Hall 


A strong hit on Broadway, ‘You 
Can’t Take It With You’ is also a 
big hit on film. It is still playing in 
lezit form. the New York Music Hall 
engagement of the George S. Kauf- 
man-Moss Hart comedy being in ad- | 
vance of national release of the pic- | 
ture, date of which is Sept. 29 but 
likely to be set farther back than 
that. -Of interest will be study of 
the effect the picture run has on the 
play's Broadway business. 

A long picture (126 mins.) and not 
lending itself comfortably to double 
billing or engagements where stage 
shows are also used because of diffi- 
culty of turnover, ‘You Can’t Take 
It With You’ could have been edited 
down a bit here and there, though as 
standing it is never tiresome. The 
tempo is generally fast and there 
are no sudden spurts or sharp let- 
downs. None the less, here and 
there the editor, Gene Havlick, might 
have eliminated some detail without 
injury. There might have been some 
slight improvement through a short- 
ening of the running time. 

This is one of the higher-priced | 
plays to be bought b~ pictures in 
history, Columbia having taken the 
rights for $200,000. Production, not 
calling for anything elaborate but 
involving expense in Frank Capra, 
producer-director; Robert Riskin, 
who adapted, and a large, capable 
cast of players, brought the negative 
cost to around a reported $1,200,000. 
It will get all of that back and much 
more, with business for the theatres 
also averaging high. In all ways fig- 
ured, smash takings are inevitable. 
For the masses und bound to get a 
strong play in the provinces as well 
as large key downtown runs, it is | 
fine audience material and over the 
heads of no one. The comedy is 
wholly American, wholesome, home- 
spun, human, appealing, and touch- 
ing in turn. 

The wackier comedy side contrasts 
with a somewhat serious, philosoph- 
ical note which may seem a little 
overstressed on occasion, although 
on the whole the Kaufman-Hart 
piece is not supposed to be entirely 
reasonable as to cause, effect and re- 
sult. The Vanderhoff family, alone, 
is a travesty. Tribe is played ap- 
pealingly but screwily, the antics of 
the polyglot combination of grandpa, 
daughter, son-in-law, grandchildren 
and hangers-on, including a meek 
adding machine operator turned in- 
ventor, and a ballet teacher, being 
basically for creation of fun. Capra 
succeeds in getting much of that 
from the Vanderhoff bunch. mostly 


on, | 
Halli- 

Capra. | 

| 

| 


' 
Donald Meek | 








under their humble but partly mad- 
house roof. 

On the other hand and to another 
extreme, Capra makes banker Kirby 
and his establishment a colossus of 


imagination, with the big financier | 


and his lovesick son doing things 
that might be a trifle off-keel as to 
expectation. The romance between 
James Stewart and Jean Arthur is 
the keystone of the comedy -and 
layed legit in most respects, albeit 
t forms the basis for much of the 
laughs drawn. Other comedy ele- 
ments are registered at the expense 
of Edward Arnold. the stuff-shirt 
banker, and his wife, played excel- 
lently by Mary Forbes. The link that 
is formed between the modest, homey 
Vanderhoff coterie and the very rich 
Kirbys, created principally through 
the romance of the Arthur-Stewart 
pair, is a bit unbelievable but for the 
purposes of entertainment has li- 
cense. 

Stoutest comedy scenes revolve 
around the action in the Vanderhoff 
home as everyone proceeds with 
what they want to do. Lionel Barry- 
more plavs the harmonica, his mar- 
ried, middle-aged daughter is typing 
plays that'll never sell, with a kitten 
cutely used as a paperweight; one 
of her dauvhters is practicing danc- 
ing; her husband is at the xylophone, 
and others are testing firecrackers 
or doing something else. Capra 
moves these scenes into swing beau- 
tifully under smart timing. The se- 
quence with the income tax man is 
a honey. Another is the sequence in 
which the visiting Kirbys are taken 
for a slapstick ride amicst what 
se?ms a nuthouse gang. Still an- 
other which approaches a how! is 
the night court session. A _ night 
club stretch is also rather funny. 

A park bench serves as the setting 





for a brief but very natural and well 
performed love sequence, topped by 


a Big Apple bit with some urchins | 
which gets by because it has a pur- | 


pose in connection with the nitery 
laughs following. 
Miss Arthur, the very appealing 
quality of her speaking voice carry- 
ing her far on the screen and again 
here, acquits herself 
Stewart is not a _ strong 
lead opposite her but does satisfac- 
torily in the love scenes. Others are 
tops from Lionel Barrymore down. 
Barrymore is on crutches, indulging 
his hobbies and his homey philos- 
ophies. Those in his three-ring cir- 
cus home include Miss Arthur, 
Spring Byington, Ann Miller, Sam- 
uel S. Hinds, Donald Meek, Halli- 
well Hobbes, Dub Taylor and the 
visiting Mischa Auer, plus the col- 
lored help, Lillian Yarbo and Eddie 
Anderson. Arnold is a dandy banker 
type, a fine selection for the part, 
while lessers are H. B. Warner and 
the judge of the night court, Harry 
Davenport Latter’s brief footage 
adds to swell results. The panic in 
the courtroom all pointed for 
laughs except for the break between 
Stewart and Miss Arthur under 
rather fiery, denunciatory circum- 


1S 


stances when Miss Arthur hands it 


pepperily to the Kirbys. 
Riskin’s adaptation, 
much of the origine’ Kaufman-Hart 


| dialog as possible, adding for other 


parts, represents a capable job. It 


| was a one-man assignment of impor- 


tant proportions. 

Settings are not elaborate but good 
and the photography of Joseph 
Walker and crew all that might be 
desired. Char. 


BOYS TOWN 


Metro releases of John W. Considine, Jr., 
production. Stars Spencer ‘Tracy and 
Mickey Rooney; features Henry Hull, Les- 
lie Fenton, Gene Reynolds and Bobs Wat- 












son. Directed by Norman Taurog. Screen- 
play by John Meehan and Dore Schary 
from original story by Schary and Eleanore 
Griffin, musical score by Edward Ward; 
arrangements, Leo Arnaud: editor, Elmo 
Veron; montage, Slavo Vorkapich; camera, 
Sidney Wagner. Reviewed in Projection 
Room, N. Y., Sept. 1, ’38. tunning time, 
"% mins, 

Pasne? PIORAGOD . 26 660 cso Spencer Tracy 
Whitev Marsh..............Mickey Rooney 
TCO DROCUIES <654000eseeaesceess Henry Hull 
Dan Farrow. ... Leslie Fenton 
Tony Ponessa .Gene Reynolds 
JOG MATER. 6 cccccscccccevecss Edward Norris 
TPO GUGRG. occccceccccccesed Addison Richards 
, we  OPPrrrrT rT rrr .Minor Watson 
JONN Hargraves. .cccceces ..Jonathan Hale 
We WOUNs 6-00 64000 00h500b68 4808 Bobs Watson 
soe nbseensegnecseses Martin Spellman 
Tommy Anderson........Mickey Rentschler 
PeOGeee POI. sc ccescciess Frankie Thomas 
POs POCMUGOR. ccccaveccccess Jimmy Butler 


et Md 6.046440 040d5 9.008045 Sidney Miller 
Rutron Robert Emmett Keane 
Victor Killian 


‘Boys Town’ should go to town for 
the exhibitor alert to its tremendous 
exploitation potentialities. Looms as 


healthy boxoffice. Moreover it is a 
production that should build good- 
will for the whole industry. Though 
an intangible preachment for- the 
Catholic priest, it has considerable 
mass appeal and is gripping enter- 
tainment most of time. 

The story of Father Flanagan’s 
struggle to make a successful boy’s 
home and then an entire commun- 
ity near Omaha, Neb., is the motivat- 
ing theme throughout. Producers 
shrewdly have not made it entirely 
a paean of praise for Boys Town, 
but rather a realistic portrayal of 
Father Flanagan’s untiring efforts to 
make something of wayward young- 
sters who otherwise might wind up 
in the electric chair. 

With Spencer Tracy and Mickey 
Rooney as the priest and the incor- 
rigible lad, in tailor-made _ roles, 
‘Boys Town’ is a tear-jerker of the 
first water. Yet it has equal distri- 
bution of humorous and bitter mo- 
ments. Film stamps Mickey Rooney 
as the No. 1 American boy of the 
| screen. He virtually takes the pro- 
| duction away from the capable and 
veteran Tracy, though not appearing 
until feature is half finished. 

Inspiration for. the -home 
youths of all races and creeds is 
deftly unfolded-in the initial se- 
‘quence as Father Flanagan. consol- 
ing. a man about to die in the chair, 
is swayed by the doomed convict’s 
bitterness toward his own hapless 
youth. Priest decides to remedy sit- 
uation. And though blocked on all 
sides, he pushes his home for beys’ 
movement forward until he has a 
complete juvenile community. 

His theory that there is no such 
thing as a bad boy holds good until 
he agrees. at the earnest beseech- 
ing of a lifer, to take an imprisoned 
gangster’s kid brother to his town 
development. This boy, the flip 
Whitey Marsh, who wanted to be- 
come a big shot like his older broth- 
er, has wisecracking notions on the 
Boys Town and nearly blasts the 
priest’s cause. It takes a defeat in 
the boxing ring, the iniury to his 
diminutive pal. Pee Wee. and ac- 
tive contact with his brother's gang- 
ster pals. to bring him to his normal 
senses. Defeated in his erly conniv- 
ing to be mavor of Boys Town. 
Whitey wins the highest honor in 
the vouths’ communitv for his sturdy 
lovaltv finally to Father Flangan. 

Mickey Rooney is the _ toughie 
whose repartee is as laucthoble as his 
cocky walk and m.nnersims. Slow 
eurbine of his desires as he bucks 
Boys Town customs and rules is a 
transition of character that is logic- 
allv worked out. Rooney supplies 
sad and dramatic moments as effec- 
tually as his several uproarious 
scenes, Tracy, sl.ow:ng necessary re- 


for 





creditably. | 
romantic 


retaining as | 
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Miniature Reviews 


‘You Can’t Take It With You’ 





(Col.). From legit success, still 
on Broadway. Big grosses 
looked for. 

‘Boys Town’ (M-G). Spencer 


Tracy and Mickey Rooney to 
new heights in tear-jerker. 

‘Three Loves Has Nancy’ 
(M-G). Janet Gaynor, Robert 
Montgomery and_ Franchot 
Tone in a dizzy comedy. 

‘Safety in Numbers’ (20th). 
Actionful new entry in Jones 
Family group, geared for laughs. 

‘Breaking the Ice’ (RKO). 
Bobby Breen in a combination 
folk drama and musical; pass- 
able dualler. 

‘Time Out for Murder’ (20th). 
Harum-scarum meller launching 


Whalen-Chandler in new rov- 
ing reporter _ series. O.K. 
dualer. 


‘The Higgins Family’ (Rep). 
First in typical American fam- 
ily series shows fine promise, 
with Gleasons topping cast. 











straint, makes his portrayal of Flan- 
agan sincere «nd human. It is not 
the first time he has played the role 
of a priest on the screen. 

Henry Hull, the money-supplying 
pawnbroker who long is the sustain- 
ing financial influences that makes 
possible the actuality of fhe boys 
home, builds this comparatively 
minor role into an impressive assign- 
ment. Group of youngsters who fig- 
ure importantly in Boys Town epi- 
sodes are unifo. -ly fine, with Bobs 
Watson, as Pee Wee, and Gene Rey- 
nolds, one of the leaders, furnishing 
outstanding performances. Other 
sterling parts are played by Mickey 
Rentschler, Jim.iny Butler, Sidney 
Miller, Martin Spellman and Leslie 
Fenton, while suvport is headed by 
Edward Norris, Minor Watson, Jona- 
than Hale and Robert Emmett 
Keane. 

John Meehan and Dore Schary 
have done an expert job in scripting 
the screen story, best portion being 
the indelible dialog fitting the varied 
characters. Norman Taurog, known 
for his vivid handling of juvenile 
types, touches a new peak here as he 


highlights several youngster per- 
formances from a large cast of 
youngsters. John W. Considine, Jr., 


has given the picture fine production. 
Sidney Wagner’s photography is 
aces. 

Boys Town also has been freely 
publicized in newspapers and on the 
radio. Picture should gain the sup- 
port of all church sroups in indi- 
vidual communities. The exhibitor 
can safely build his opening on 
theory that it will hold up from then 
on with word-o’-mouth. Wear. 


Three Loves Has Nancy 


Metro release of Norman Krasna produc- 
tion, Stars Janet Gaynor, Robert Mont- 
gomery, Franchot Tone; features Guy Kib- 
bee, Claire Dodd, Reginald Owen, Di- 
rected by Richard Thorpe. Story, Lee Loeb 
and Mort Braus; screenplay, Bella and 
Samuel Spewack, George Oppenheimer, 
David Hertz; musical score, Dr. William 
Axt; camera, William Daniels; film edi- 
tor, Frederick Y. Smith. At Capitol, N. Y., 







week Sept. 1, '38. Running time, 70 mins. 
Nancy Briggs....... Trerer er Janet Gaynor 
Malcolm Niles..........Robert Montgomery 
Robert Hansen.......++....-Franchot Tone 
Pa Briggs. .sccecece SOCCeecccores Guy Kibbee 
Vivian Herford..ccccccecccsess: Claire Dodd 
Withlam..cccccces ....- Reginald Owen 
Mrs. Herford.... .. Cora Witherspoon 
BAGS. . PIB GS soc cccccsdevesoeces Emma Dunn 


Grandpa Briggs... . ..Charley Grapewin 
Dr. Alonzo Z, Stewart.....Lester Matthews 
GOOTHBO. cc ccesecsce vaseeeses Grady Sutten 


This may not be the funniest pic- 
ture of the season, but it’s certainly 
one of the wackiest. It was adapted 
by Bella and Sam Spewack, George 
Oppenheimer and David Hertz from 
an original by Lee Loeb and Mort 
Braus—and apparently it took all six 
to-cram all the screwballisms into 
the script. Anyway, ‘Three Loves 
Has Nancy’ is a completely daffy, 
reasonably entertaining romp by 
Janet Gaynor, Robert Montgomery, 
Franchot Tone and a group of fa- 
miliar supporting players. Chiefly 
on its name pull it’s potent enough 
for single-billing or a hefty top- 
decker for the duals. 

Story is one of the trivialities 
about a semi-conscious smalltown 
gal who gets stranded in New York 
and becomes the object of a furious 
set-to between a flighty author and 
his hell-raising publisher. On that 
slender framework have been scrib- 
bled all the balmy situations, crack- 
| pot gags and slapstick whimsy that 
six frenzied scripters could concoct. 
Every dizzy wheeze that ever dec- 
orated a Mack Sennett two-reeler or 
was refurbished for the recent ro- 
mantic comedies has been revived, 


ultimate of absurdity. 

Unleashed in a steadily mounting 
rush at an unsusnvecting audience, it 
all results in a fairly rollicking pic- 
ture, with occasional moments of 
outright hilarity. Sometimes, though, 
the humor wears thin and once in 
a while it evaporates completely in 
the determined effort at horseplay. 
In former seasons, “Three Loves’ 
would have been a lauch-sensation, 
but it is weakened by the interven- 
ing boobyhatch comedies. Al] the 
same, this picture is likely to tickle 
most audiences and only a few will 








wonder what all the uproar’s about. 

If the script of “Three Loves’ 
stretches the limits of nonsense, so 
does the performance. Where the 
scenarists have completed the yarn, 
director Richard Thorpe and_ the 
cast play it with broad relish. They 
act like a barnstormer’s farewell ap- 
pearance, pouncing on every situa- 
tion, clutching each bit of business 
and walloping across all the gags and 
points. It’s enough to make a timid 
spectator cringe, but it’s frequently 
pretty funny, too. 

As the naive little menace from 
the sticks, Janet Gaynor gives an ad- 
mirably straight-faced performance, 
her intense seriousness contrasting 
sharply with the wild and woolly 


clowning of Robert Montgomery and | 


Franchot Tone. Latter two, as the 
author and publisher, respectively, 
pull all the acting stops 
quently make a ludicrous situation 
even funnier. Hard to see how per- 
formances could be much broader 
and still stay in the studio. Some of 
the ‘takes’ they register are so forth- 
right they can almost be heard. 
misht be a demonstration in thespic 


| hokery—and possibly for that reason 
| it seems to fit requirements. 
The other players are compara- | 


tively unimportant. Guy Kibbee has 
an almost indistinguishable part as 
the girl’s father. Claire Dodd ap- 
pears briefly as an amorous actress, 
Reginald Owen is Montgomery’s 
valet, Cora Witherspoon is the ac- 
tress’ scheming mother, and Charley 
Grapewin is Miss Gaynor’s pugnaci- 
ous grandfather. Hobe. 


SAFETY IN NUMBERS 


20th Century-Fox production and release, 
Features Jed Prouty, Spring Byington, Ken 
Howell and Russell Gleason. Directed by 


Malcolm St. Clair. Screenplay by Joseph 
Hoffman, Karen de Wolf and _ Robert 
Chapin from original stery by Dorothy 


Manney and Zena George; based on orig- 
inal characters created by Katharine Kav- 
anaugh; musical direction, Samuel Kaylin; 
camera, Charles Clarke. At Globe, N. Y., 
dual, week Sept. 5, '38. Running time, 58 
mins, 


PN PONNOU aoa hWOS 4.006 6:0:68.0-00.08 Jed Prouty 
Ronnie Thompson............Shirley Deane 
MPG, JOMM TOWROGs cccdccceccs Spring Byington 
Herbert Thompson......... Russell Gleason 
SRCK TONGS. cccvccccce Ce Ceeeecs Ken Howell 
SOO NN 5.460606 668554 645 George Ernest 
Lucy Jones...cece eccceess++..0une Carlson 
COTRRRY . SONER ss 00 scceacses Florence Roberts 
Bobby Jones...... TITTLE R ETT Billy Mahan 
Tommy McGuire..........Marvin Stephens 


Toni Stewart Iva Stewart 





Se Rae eee Helen Freeman 
Dr. Lawrence Edmonds......Henry Kolker 
ee | err Paul McVey 


The Jones Family series continues 
blithely on its way, garnering maxi- 
mum of laughs with their homey 
carryings-on in this latest effort, in- 
cidentally a 20th-Fox offering in the 
quiz contest. Three scribes had a 
hand in the screen writing and two 
are credited with doing the original 


ers appears to have been a handicap. 
It requires Malcolm St. Clair’s best 
directorial skill consequently to take 
it over numerous rough or incongru- 
ous spots. ‘Safety in Numbers’ will 


Jones Family films and may even 
win new friends through the me- 
— of swift action and absurd an- 
ics. 

Latest episode in lives of the 
Joneses employs the artifice of a 
phoney mineral water scheme, with 
the housewife on the radio, to gen- 
erate audience sympathy and hold 
attention. Not exactly a new thought 
even down to the spotting of the 
missus On a_ broadcast. Familiar 
ring is partially wiped out by the 
didoes of the different Jones boys 
and girls though a more sensible 
cilmax is sacrificed for a _ typi 
Hollywood chase. — 

Despite speedy plot development, 
film is unusual for this group be- 
cause of the number of trim char- 
acterizations. Probably something 
else for which director St. Clair 
should take a bow. Ken Howell, as 
the oldest son, fits more closely to 
the character than on possibly any 
previous appearance. He is typical 
college boy amazed that a girl is 
madly in love with him even to the 
extent of eloping. Jed Prouty is even 
a more likable head of the fam- 
ily. while’ Spring Byington, as his 
wife, receives a full opportunity to 
make something of her role as the 
problem-answering mother of the 
airwaves. 

Picture is inclined to kid the radio 
a bit, getting laughs out of a mixup 
in the engineer’s control room and 
in poking fun at radio program con- 
tests. In fact, whole production de- 
pends on the youngest daughter's 
triumph in one of these for plot. Gdd 
part is that the film itself is in the 
picture industry’s  guessing-essay 
$250.000 contest; just a case of hav- 





twisted slightly and stretched to the | 


| ing been produced before the film 
| contest was decided on. 
| that sponsors of the broadcast. fig- 
| uring in this feature, later are shown 
j to be crooks, may be viewed by 
| radio folks as a too heavy ribbing. 

Besides Prouty, Miss Byington and 
| Howell, a newcomer, Iva Stewart, 
| appears to be the most refreshing 
| addition to the series. She is the at- 
| tractive brunet who nearly elopes 
with the older boy. Formerly a 
sonality with a certain amount of 
acting ability. George Ernest. the 
second tallest male member of the 
Jones bovs, again clicks with his 
boyish enthusiasm. Florence Roberts, 
Shirley Deane and June Carlson. 
other Joneses. and Henry Kolker 





also do well. Helen Freeman, though 





and fre- | 


It | 





but in this case the number of writ- | 


fill the bill with those going for | 





; rather complex part. 
fies it commendably and, possibly to 


Premise | ‘ 
|pealing as the boy’s mother 


model, Miss Stewart combines per- | 


—=2 


BREAKING THE ICE 


(WITH SONGS. 
RKO release of Sol Lesser 


Pioductie 
Stars Bobby Breen; features Charles hen 
gles, Dolores Costello, Robert Barr. Dor 
othy Peterson, Billy Gilbert, Irene Dare. 
Directed by Edward F. Cline riginal 
story, Fritz Falkenstein and N. brewstep 
Morse; screenplay, Mary Meal}! Jr.: 
Manuel Seff and Bernard Schubert: yy) ‘sical 
director, Victor Young; musical su; rvisor 
Abe Meyer; camera, Jack Mi: Kenzie: 
dances, Dave Gould; editor, Arthur Hj. 


ton; songs, Frank Churchill, Victor Young 
Paul Webster. Reviewed in Projection 
Room, N. Y., Sept. 1, '38. Running time 
80 mins. , 
Tommy Martin 


es Bobl Breen 

Samuel Terwilliger ........ Charlie Kuygleg 
PEASERG. BERTI cccccvcceca Dolores Costello 
William Decker ..ccccecess Robert Barrat 
Annie Decker..... ecsees-- Dorothy Pe terson 
Henry Johnson..... TTT TT Eee TT Tee John King 
Bete BOOT cccccses eoceeeees+- Billy Cilbert 
PGE  Cucceuctaseeseectes Charlie Murray 
Mrs. Small ....-cccecss.Margaret Han lton 
Kane ta eeeeoseceseees+-JONAthon Hale 
Parmer Smith....cccccces Spencer Charters 
BeG- NSS 6. bbes eeawssNeleéneal Maurice Case 


Moderately engrossing little yarn 
about the Mennonites in Pennsyl- 
vania. It’s a combination folk drama 


and musical, with five incidental 
songs and an ice show. Too slim 
for solo-billing, but totes enough 


steam for the duals. Cast is strong 
On performance, but has only mild 
name draw. ‘ 
_ Major flaw in ‘Breaking the Ice’ 
is structural. It opens and closes 
as a homely story about the so-called 
‘Pennsylvania Dutch’ and the sunny- 
hearted little chap who runs away 
to the city to earn money so his 
mother can have her own farm. But 
the lengthy mid-portion localed in 
the metropolis is entirely out of 
character with the rest of the story. 
Instead of adding interest to the 
main narrative, it jars with the 
flavor of the rest of the picture, im- 
pedes the action and serves merely 
to introduce a moppet ice skater. 

The film’s plot is rudimentary 
enough. It simply tells of the young- 
ster and his widowed mother who 
live with her sister and brother-in- 
law. True to the stern, narrow tenets 
of the Mennonite sect, this Pennsyl- 
vania tobacco farmer is the harsh, 
domineering head of the household, 
According to his lights he is right- 
ous, devout and just, but to a more 
lenient outsider he appears bigoted, 
insensitive and cruel. It is to help his 
mother escape this withering atmos- 
phere that the urchin runs away to 
Philadelphia and gets a job singing 
at an ice skating rink. Even when 
success and money come the kid 
cares little for city ways or a sing- 
ing career. He only wants to get 
away with his mother to the Kansas 
farm, but first he has to clear him- 
self of his uncle’s suspicion that he 
stole $20 when he ran away. 

The dramatic portions at the start 
and finish of the picture are admir- 
ably done, catching the quaintness of 
the Old World backwater in rural 
Pennsylvania. It not only mirrors 
the picturesque countryside. but also 
brings out the restricted outlook and 
manners of the people. When the 
scene shifts to Philadelphia and its 
skating rink show, however, it be- 
comes just another Hollywood pro- 
grammer—and not a very good one 
at that. This is more obvious and 
regretable in view of the authenti- 
city of the rest of the picture. As an 
ice show it isn’t in a class with the 
elaborate and finely-balanced pro- 
ductions already seen on the screen. 
And it is hardly justified by the in- 
troduction of tiny Irene Dare. billed 
as the world’s youngest ice skater, 
at the age of five. That such a wee 
Miss should be able to skate at all 
is remarkable, but even so she’s sim- 
Ply a baby gliding uncertainly across 
the ice. 

Considering the inherent weakness 
of the script, Edward F. Cline has 
done a good direction job. He has 
deftly blended the serious and com- 
edy moments of the script. caught 
the flavor of the surroundings and 
characters and toned down the ten- 
dency of some of his actors to over- 
play. However, it is unfortunate 
that the attenuated mid-portion was 
not cut to a mere montage back- 
ground effect. . 

As the cheery little fellow of the 
story, Bobby Breen gives one of his 
best performances to date. The 
aggressive precociousness that has 
formerly marred his playing is toned 
down. He no longer sells’ his songs 
so outrageously, but sings them sim- 
ply and rather appealingly. Hes 
still just a trifle too bright and 
heroic for complete conviction, but 
at least his playing is sincere and 
direct. ’ 

As the genial but grasping junk- 


|'man who befriends the youngster, 


Charlie Ruggles is confronted with 4 
But he clari- 


the credit of Cline’s direction. softens 
his mannered comedy style. Dolores 
Costello is properly gentle and aP- 
Robert 
Barrat is suitably overbearing and 
unfeeling as the uncle, while Der- 
othy Peterson is avpropriately color- 
less as the aunt. The sets vary from 





genuinely realistic to downright 
\phoney. Of the songs. ‘Hapnv As 4 
Lark’ seems most likelv. while the 
| ‘Goodbve, My Dreams, Good »ve_ |S 4 
production arrangement of Schu- 
bert’s ‘Serenade.’ Hobe. 
 eaeati 
only in a minor role, manhandles 
her character. ne tne 
Better than average prodiicticn *™* 
this series. Charles Clarke's photor- 
raphy is nothing to shout ab aah, 


cepting in some action shots. 
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pYGMALION 


ITISH MADE) 

- London, Aug. 24. 
tributors’ release in the 
Gabriel Pascal Pro- 
tro. «has it for, U. 8 and 
, rat Leslie Howard; features 
sn Hiller, Wilfred Lawson. Directed by 
Wendy ° “asquith and Howard. Scenario, 
anthen* ‘acomb and Cecil Lewis from play 
W. P. ie pemernard Shaw, who revist d orig- 
William Shakespeare, music, At 
Honegger; camera, Harry Stradling. 
wee seadilly. London, Aug. 23, '38. Run- 
te time, i) mins. 


al Film Dis 


Gener Kingdom of 


united 
guction. 
cw la. 


Wendy Hiller 


Fliza.--- .....Leslie Howard 
Higgins. seoeeee+ Wilfred Lawson 
a aa sébascea veces beer 
— ring. eae Scott: Sunderland 
Col na ae PER TS Jean Cadell 
Mrs errr rr, ey David Tree 
Freddy. ..--- at ale wees Violet Vanbrugh 
Ambassadress.« +++ Sa ce aac £e EAies Iris Hoey 
ysatel. : ‘ p eoveeeessteoces Viola Tree 
eens eee SS Cathleen Nesbitt 
old Lady..- ine mn oO. Th. Clarence 
Coont Ayistid Karpathy .-Esme Perey 


Unless the extreme cockney dialog 
js too much for American ears, ‘Pyg- 
malion’ ought to have big potentiali- 
ties in the U.S., with some cutting, 

; -ly in the metropolis. {Metro 

particular and Canadian distribu- 
lh: There’s an introductory title 
briefly narrating the source of the 
lay, which was Shakespeare’s orig- 
‘nal ‘Pygmalion.’ 
a av ateaetby produced and makes 
an excellent job of transcribing 
George Bernard Shaw's new version, 
retaining all the key lines and giving 
freshness to the theme. 

However, the speed of the first 
half contrives to show up the anti- 
climax, the play subsequently peter- 
ing out in a flood of clever talk. But 
even so, the Livscomb-Lewis sce- 
nario is remarkably well written to 
give plenty of action and effectively 
disguise the story's dependence on 
its dialog. However, it’s still a Cin- 
derella story, which still is one of 
the most reliable subjects for drama. 

Leslie Howard's performance is 
excellent in its comedy. It's vital 
and at times dominating. Wendy 
Hiller carrie off a difficult part 
faultlessly. She never loses sight of 
the fact that this is a guttersnipe 
on whom culture has been imposed; 
the ambassador’s reception, where 
she moves like a sleepwalker, is 
eloauent of this, and even in the 
final artument the cockney is al- 
ways peeping through the veneer. 

Wilfred Lawson's Doolittle is only 
a shadow of the part G.B.S. wrote, 
but his moral philosophies could ob- 
viously not have been put on the 
screen in toto without gumming up 
the action. As it is he makes a tell- 
ing caricature of it, and presents a 
thoroughly enjoyable old reprobate. 

Meticulous care has been given to 
the general casting. Jean Cadell, 
Marie Lohr, Scott Sunderland are all 
highly praiseworthy, and Esme 
Percy’s brief .ppearance is a definite 
contribution to the film. 

Settings good, except for two ob- 
vious backdrops. Camera and light- 
ing on the highest plane, and Arthur 
Honegger’s nusic is expressive. 
Sound, though, falls short. Jolo. 


Time Out for Murder 


of Sol M. Wurtzel 





2%th-Fox release pro- 


duction. Features Michael Whalen, Gloria 
Stuart and Chick Chandler. Directed by 
H. Bruce Humberstone. Screenplay by 
Jerry Cady from original by Irving Reis; 
musical direction, Samuel Kaylin; Jack 
Murray; camera, Virgil Miller. At Albee, 
Brooklyn, dual, week Sept. 3, °38.  Run- 


ning time, 73 mins. 
PET Pre Tee Gloria Stuart 
rae sccccccccce.. Michael Whalen 
Snapper...... écesecessscecstee Cane 
Dutch Moran.......--......Douglas Fowley 
Johnny Martin...ccsccocees- Robert Kellard 


se bbbCCbECCeCCes cee Teen 
Helen Thomas...eeeeseeeees... Jean Rogers 
Muriel........ $eseseneeoesonceess June Gale 


Peggy Norton...ccccccccceess- ruth Hussey 


SENS. cenvectcrsceeseses Cre Clark 
Blackie...... ETT TILT Ter reer Peter Lynn 
Eddie.......... re reET Poe eT rere Mdward Marr 
Phillip oo ee ere Lester Matthews 





_ Most pertinent fact about this hok- 
ish, hilarious and highly melodra- 
Matic film is that 20th-Fox has 
launched another series, this time 


called ‘Roving Reporters,’ and has | 


deen courageous enough to include it 
In the Movie Quiz contest. Aston- 
ishing thing is that such compelling 
amusement emergers from a strictly 
lightweight, implausible story, and 


with only Michael Whalen, Chick | 


andler and Gloria Stuart to bright- 
en the marquee. If this trio justifies 
0% 1 spot on dual setup, that is 
Where this belongs, along with other 
recent wacky, flip comedy dram- 
mers, 

Same producers who launched the 
ld Charlie Chan series, then the 
Snes Family and Mr. Moto group of 
Oriental thrillers, is trying to de- 
Velop a string concerning the gentry 
of the Fourth Estate. They have 
made fine choice in pairjng Michael 

halen with Chick Chandler, though 


€ initial try suggests that a more | 


fealistic plot structure, and hewing 
Closer to the line on newspaper char- 
acters, will be necessary in forth- 
‘Coming films. Frothy carryings-on 
of Barney . 
Ph ‘togray 
daily, 
~ and laughs, but no doubt will 

ae most newspaper scribblers. 

fre is also the obvious danger of 
ages tiring of too much hokum. 
clud le for their absurd activities in- 
Rewsh the arrival of Barney, star 
ph ‘c awk. and Snapper, clowning 

Clographer, at murder scene after 

Ps have decided it is an open-and- 
Some nt: with apparently the ob- 
Dorte Suspect jailed. Said star re- 
Untit Is not overly bright in waiting 

“a stupid, very apparent clue is 


and Snapper, reporter and | 
apher, respectively, on same | 
doubtlessly provide swift ac- | 


ee 


| tossed in his lap before realizing his | 


friend, a racketeer, 


probably did the | 


killing. This leads to the discovery | 


that a banker, suspected by every- 
body excepting those in the picture, 
| Bad a lot to do with the slaying. 
|Newshounds are not satisfied with 
| this—they drag in a gangster pal of 
| the racketeer chief and pin the affair 
on him for an implausible but highly 
meller end. 

Through these mad chases for new 
clues and suspects, the reportorial 
pair drag in an attractive blonde, 
Margie Ross (Miss Stuart), bill col- 
lector, who is trying to make Barney 
pay his old debts. Story might have 
been improved if she had been intro- 
duced earlier and more importantly. 
Much to-do is made over a phone 
girl’s time signal, and this is em- 
ployed to throw Barney off the track 
in grabbing the real slayer. 

Gloria Stuart cuts a fascinating 
| figure and makes one wonder why 
she was not used mere effectively. 
Whalen, adorned with the regulation 
trim moustache, is the happy -go- 
lucky star reporter with some degree 
‘of conviction. Picture gives him lit- 
| tle chance to build sincere love in- 





j terest though a faint trace of ro- 
|mance develops with the bill col- 
| lector. Character, though, appears 


Robert Tansey pro- 
duction, Directed by Wallace Fox. Original 
story and screen play, Robert Emmett; 
camera, Bert Longenecker. In Projection 
Room, SN. 2a Bom. 2, °2 Running time, 
4 mins. 

Jack ‘ . Jack Randall | 
Mexicali Kid..., rakca Ss Wesley Barry 
MUMS Gsidetehe ous Eleanor Stewart 
(iorson ... tot stron W. von Brincken 
1 STATE a4 ved weeccseas ek ... Ed Cassidy 
Chris Bud Osborne 
Joe oe se@Orge Chesebro 
Car! -Ernie Adams 


| descriptive of adventures of a color- | 














FILM REVIEWS 





THE MEXICALI KID 


Monogram release of 


Familiar crooked-foreman-of-ranch 
Sage saga that will get by without 


exciting western fans. Short running | 


time will be an asset in the twin 
bills for which it is destined since it 


lacks cactus equivalent of a ‘name’ | 


performer, Label would seem to be 


ful character, but in reality is merely 


the tag of one character in the story. | 


While possessing all the standard 
cliches, viz., ‘we'll head ’em off at / 
Eagle Gulch,’ film does, for a 


change, bring in some new and fancy 
real estate running through desert, 
canyon and mountains in 
scenes Director keeps everything 


chase | 


| On the hop which, combined with its | 


to have chance for future develop- | 


ment if more meaty stories are pro- 
vided. Chandler js 
| cameraman, the happiest casting of 
the production. 
Dousias Fowley is a convincing 
\further. 
bank 
{the crime is insufficient and juvenile 
|in appearances and actions. Jean 
| Rogers as the phone operator is a 
|looker. Jane Darwell, Ruth Hussey, 
Lester Matthews and June Gale are 
most prominent in suppert. 
Humberstone’s direction is un- 
usual, in that he has managed to 
make something out of such a cock- 
eyed yarn. Jerry Cady’s dialog is 
better than his scripting from the 
original by Irving Reis. 
duced and scored, with an added pat 
for Virgil Miller’s cameraing. Wear. 


CITY OF YOUTH 


(RUSSIAN MADE) 


Robert Kellard as the young 


Amkino release of Lenfilm production. 
Directed by S. Gerasimov; music, V. Push- 
kov. At Cameo, N. Y., week Sept. 2, '88. 


Running time, 86 mins. 


Natasha Solovieva. .. Tamara Makarova 
Viadim'r Soloviev............1. Noveseltsev 
SPUN MEAMADIOING 6.3 30's 0 kbesacnaee P. Volkov 
Organizer of Construction........A. Polibin 
BARGE! BASANOv «i i.ccicsssaces N. Kriuchkov 
WUE 50:55.85440% 6594401040400. eee 
a SPC ere ro core 66000 V. Telegina 
clade’ CEE EROE TTT EC. ey 
Cessack Womatt....iccccececees EK. Golinctik 
Piotr Aleinikov...... ebb0000K08 P. Aleinikov 
a Se ene ie cecce .....G, Zhenov 
Kilia.... cctvcececconscodes Baidarny 
i eg ne ee Z. Nakhashkiev 

reer eeeceersens Ve MeeOY 


PN) 6.6. cp ie bared acuaeeeas oie 
Silin. os 
rechnical Supervisor. 


Kuznetsov 
eccveccccescced, MRINCYICN 
veeaes N. Litvinov 


In need of some cutting, this cellu- 
loid chronicle of the Soviet’s growth 


in the Far East is otherwise an en- 
| tertaining and sometimes gripping 


| eataenk: 00 





| Saga. Customary scap-box has not 
been eschewed, but, as in recent 
other efforts, it is not of ramrod 


variety, being rather a productional 
blending of message and story plus 
heroic scope of Soviet product. Will 
have a special appeal to younger ele- 
ment of the cause, and is not without 
general appeal, though obviously 
limited. 

Transplantation of masses of Soviet 
youth to Amur river to build a city 
and defense base is basically propa- 
ganda. However, story treatment is 
such that not all is for the ‘State,’ 
while romance (oft suggestive), hu- 
mor and drama thread throughout 
unreeling to make another interest- 
ing Russe importation. Acting is on 
a par with others of the breed, and 
| titling is complete for Yank hepping. 
| Gets a little stiff in couple of spots, 
| but otherwise direction is ably han- 
dled, considering breadth and time 
|element. Looks to have taken a long 
|time in the making. and probably 
| with aid of newsreel clips to some 
|extent. Holds up as a solid mass 
| with exception of camera work. Si- 
berian wastes aren't exactly Holly- 
/ wood sunlighted, so lensing suffers 
| with blurs and gray bleakness. 

Sabotage of the Russe school fur- 
|nisnes drama whereih a comrade is 
|slain and his identity adopted by 

wrecker. Girl hero of the settlement 
oares herself to danger and ruin to 
|trap the culprit. but not before he 
has wrecked the gas supply and 
| killed off witnesses. Trials of young 
|newlyweds, the hates, fears and hard- 
|ships of the great north are vividly 
portrayed. Man-made means of com- 
bating reverses, such as canals cut 
through solid ice, clearing of forests 
| for building, ete., all stirring. Yarn 
sets very involved in spots a la So- 
viet style of intrigue, but never loses 
picture, Hurl. 





Talisman Splurges 

| Hollywood, Sept. 6 

| Talisman studio installed $10,000 
worth of new sound equipment for 
servicing independent producers, 1n- 


leluding five new re-recorders and 
additional facilities for recording 


music and dialog. 
First picture to use the new appa- 


ratus will be Monogram’s musical 
| sagebrusher, ‘Where the Buffalo 
| Roam.’ 


messenger early suspected of | 


the prankster | 


| to, 


brevity, makes it seem more active 
and entertaining while it lasts—but 
easily forgotten. 

Randall is best in the saddle, being 
a very poor speech maker and actor. 
Wesley Barry, former kid actor, is 
unconvincing as the Mexicali Kid. a 
tough hombre. He would be better 


|racketeer chief; should be heard from | in less pretentious roles and apt to 


make a good sidekick for roving 
|cowboy teams—but with a_ strong 
partner. Eleanor Stewart, looker 


and capable in little she’s assigned 
imoresses as rating better 
range histrionics. Unlike many, she 
does not register distaste for role but 
holds up her end in couple of well 
spoken lines. Dialog throughout is 


| Possibly 
| buildup. 


| James Gleason ‘makes a 


included for later film 
typically 
harrassed ad idea man who doesn’t 
find much comfort or consolation at 
home. All his old mannerisms are 
present but the characterization is 
markedly restrained and lifelike. 
| Lucile Gleason, as Mrs. Higgins. is 
the ever bustling, ambitious home 
body. Russell Gleason, their son, is 
Sidney Higgins, just as eccentric in 
his pursuit of electrical gadgets as 
the director permits. Trio make a 
splendid working combination. Lynn 
Roberts seems a satisfying choice as 
the daughter while Harry Davenport, 
as grandpa of the family, is vivid if 
at times his actions are too robust. 
William Bakewell is self-sufficient as 
the sweetheart of the girl. Richard 
Tucker, Paul Harvey 
Clark head a big supporting cast. 


Elaborate production and meritori- | 


ous photography help Wear 


POET AND TSAR 


(RUSSIAN MADE) 


{WITH SONGS) 

Amkino release of Lenfiir production 
Stars D. Zhuravley Directed by Moissei 
Levin Mu by N Strelnikoy At 
Cameo, N. Y starting Aug i, '338 Run 
ning time, 72 mir 

|} Pushkin..... ; ; D. Zhuraviev 
PPOSROVICM cs ve vcees acaieee s Azanchevski 
| Nurtsey ee Tee Cre Khokhlov 
Chernishev... Terror , GG. Sochevko 
ees! thedessasi ERT CRT OIE ‘ G. Rizhov 
a re ae l.. RKolessov 
rr ..47. Semyonev 
| Garsevan. $00ess esse Ka l’ Andrevev 
PNT errr rere : \. Toldze 
| PEPEOCMMMEOs 660.010.000.050 \ Sludkopievatev 
{Cossack.. ‘ N Kondratiev 
Ivantsov ; \ Volkov 


than | i 
} (In Russian, with English Titles) 


| Story-telling 
film producers 


ability 
shows 


of Russian 
marked ad- 


of the carbon school as are majority | vancement in this feature, depicting 


of bad men, sheriff. et al., all vets of |the further 


Well pro- | 


the Hollywood badlands., 


adventures of ‘Young 
Pushkin’ after the famed Russ poet 


Story is a little involved for ajquit college and carried his revolu- 


western, presenting Randall as 


He rescues Mexicali 


a} tionary ideas into the outside world. 
ven*’eance-seeking brother of a slain| Chief regret 
| bank cashier. 


is that such vigorous 
acting, direction and all-round yeo- 


| from desert death after latter flees | man production should be wasted 








|a posse and they pal. 


Mexicali is a}on the revolutionary theme, which 


hoodlum at heart but Randall shows has been worn threadbare by Soviet 


him the light and they pair to thwart 
girl’s loss of her ranch. Succeed 
after being on both sides of the law 
so many times that it leaves auditors 
guessing. Besides the chases and 
one fistic mixup, action is confined 


|to showdown in town with fire burn- 


ing out hoodlums and running gun 
battle on roof tops. Mexicali meets 
his maker (foregone), boy meets girl 
(for good). film meets usual exit, and 
will probably meet slightly less than 
usual avestern biz. Hr. 


THE HIGGINS FAMILY 


release of Sol C 


Republic Siegel produe- 
tion, Features James Gleason, Lucile 
Gleason, Russell Gleason and Lynn Rob- 
erts Directed by Gus Meins. Screenplay 
by Paul Gerard Smith and Jack Townley, 
from original by Richard English; music, 
Cy Feuer; editor, Ernest Nims; camera, 
Jack Marta. Reviewed in Projection Room, 
N. Y., Sept. 1, ’SS. Running time, 65 mins. 
Joe Higwine....ceccs ceeeees ames Gleason 
Lillian Higgins. ccccesees- Lucile Gleason 
Sidney Higgins.............ltussell Gleason 
Marian Higgins. .coccocees:s Lynn toberts 
Granagpe ..csessae ecceees- Harry Davenport 
Eddie Evans...... eoseees William Bakewell 
TRHOTAHWBIGs 6 occ cccccseseceeans Paul Harvey 
George Bradshaw .cscoceccecsers Wallis Clark 
BASSE cccdeces eecccecccccccess Sally Payne 
BUPBems i..006 eoccccccecee Richard Tucker 
Miss Keefle......0ee+-0+-6..- Doreen McKay 
Director seccccceccess Franklin Parker 
EMGIS ss ccvviess Cues 63045464 Gay Seabrook 


‘The Higgins Family’ appears to 
have been produced originally as a 


farcical domestic comedy but looked | 


so good that Republic decided to re- 
lease it as first of a new ‘family’ 
series. It’s a smart move because 
the activities of the Higgins tribe 
show promise of building. At least 
the first vehicle is a slicker job than 


other ‘firsts’ in series that various 
producers have begun. Higgins 


Family series, too, has the added| y 


asset of having three Gleasons in the 
principal roles. Picture will do 
localities where such family films 
draw, 

First Higgins vehicle is as modern 
as the latest radio program. 
most action centers about appear- 
ances of Mrs. Higgins on two differ- 
ent types of broadcasts. This fits 
sensibly because Mr. Higgins is a 


struggling idea man with an ad 
agency until he gets his first big 
|chance. Pa Higgins seems on the 


| way to a better position with his 


company until the diversified inter- 
ests of members in his own famity 


and the radio aspirations of his wife 


interfere. 


| 
It all winds up with the couple, 


married for 25 years, going into 
divorce court, While a bit exagger- 
ated, this court scene is capital in its 
reproduction of the bored magistrate 
who presides over the domestic 
wrangle. Production closes with 


enough loose ends dangling to pave 


| 


the way for the next in Higgins 


group. 
Film takes a couple of sharp digs 


at commercial bally provided on 


|radio programs when the wife goes 


the air, sponsored by a House- 
wives’ League, to tell the truth about 
various articles bought for the home 


on 


bv the housewife. In this handling 
and several other down-to-earth 
touches, scripting of Paul Gerard 


Smith and Jack Townley is plainly 
evident. Their dialog is equally ef- 
fective. Gus Meins has directed with 
understanding though inclined to 
magnify certain domestie idiosyn- 
'erasies such as the son's tampering 
‘with electrical appliances and wiring. 


in | 


producers, Vehicle is most effectual 
in individual portrayals and its swift 
passages and battle spectacle climax. 

Effort is adapted fro Alexander 
Pushkin’s ‘A Voyage to Arzrum,”’ as 
it traces the poetical genius’ utter 
defiance of Nicholas I, then Czar. 
It’s a sequel to ‘Young Pushkin,’ suc- 
cessful vehicle of about a year ago, 
which depicted the youthful poet as 
a student when his revolutionary 
ideas were taking form. Producers 
seemingly waver between telling a 
|story strictly for entertainment and 
attempting ‘to inject the propaganda 
i slant. 

Yarn winds up with Pushkin not 
getting far with his wild ideas and 
his friends receiving even worse 
treatment. Way the ending is 
clipped, as he despairs over treat- 
ment meted out by Russian troops, 
indicates that there may be another 
in this series about the poet. 

Besides D. Zhuravlev’s vivid por- 
trayal of Pushkin there are several 
other sharply defined acting con- 
tributions. Villain of the piece, 
whose identity is never clearly re- 
vealed, is outstanding. 

Way in which the plot is developed 
and kept moving is praiseworthy in 
comparison with previous’ Russ 
cinema efforts. Photography is not 
as good as usual, nor is some of the 
sound recording. Many scenes rep- 
resent care and high expenditure for 
costumes and sets. Sweep of the 
climaxial battle is the most realistic 








| from Soviet producers in some time. 
| Wear. 
cisntasiialaninead 


} 


In fact | 


Gramps ..... . Charles Wilson 
Bes: MUONS 25.54 dsb eee 4 eRe OR William Joy 
ic Ces Pace aeeeebes Lewis Prentiss 
Telephone Operator...... Dorothy Steven 
Interne....... rr Lewis Mvers, Jr 
State's Attorney... Roemar Feeley 
J re Jerome Greenberg 
Bother TRTETTOLT Cre Otto Ackerman 
Little Girl.. Patsy Wright 
Guest Minta Macboonald 
Produced as a promotion § stunt, 
\film has no trade value outside of | 
Chicago, but does provide one salient 
ithought. Films such as this, pro- 
duced a little more skillfully than 
average amateur production, and 
costing Hollywood nothing, may be 


sorely. 


It Happened in Chicago 


(AMATEUR) 
Chicago, Sept. 1. 
production; produced by Irving 
General Film Laboratory, Chi.; 


Amateur 
ates at 


directed by Clark Willis; sponsored hy Chi- 
cago Daily Times At State-Lake Theatre, 
Chicago, Aug. 26 Running time, 22 min- 
utes 

oy oe Donna Lacher 
Tom Carleigh... Walter Sehumacher 
se =F err Charles Hughes 
Freddy Martin........... Lawrence Ulrich 


Mrs. Martin. Mary 


verre Tappendort 
J. Winn Carleigh.......Vincent 


Crottschalk 


for 
which 


source 
talent, 


discovery of embryonic 
the film capital needs 
That is, if they’re not pro- 
duced too often, and kept clear of 
local politics. 

‘It Happened in Chicago’ is an 
inane tale of a doctor banned from a 
foundation on trumped-up charges, 
who continues his research for an in- 
fantile paralysis serum in basement 
of his home, using a monkey for ex- 
perimentation. Needing dough. son 
of a LaSalle street broker, who is in 
love with medico’s daughter, gets 
him to invest savings with his father 
Unknown to son, pop runs a bucket 
shop and dough is lost. Doc's seven- 
year-old youngster unwittingly be- 
comes infected while playing with 


and Willis | 


; once 


| ing. 


| production 


ithe State-Lake 
‘culation of Daily Times, 
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LOEW'S $5-6 NET 
_ EARNINGS SEEN 


the 


earnings 


of 
fiscal 


Although report 
Inc., for the year 
ending Aug. 31 will not be officially 
released until some in Octo- 
ber, Wall Street that the 
company will show $5.50 to $6. Low- 
er figure would mean a net profit of 
approximately $10,000,000, as against 


Loew’ Be 


time 
predicts 


$14.426.062 in the previous fiscal 
year. 

Loew’s showed net profit (com- 
pany’s share) of $8,352,675 for the 
40 weeks ended June 9. fast re- 
port. This amounted to $4.80 per 
;common share as compared with 


$7.07 in the 40-week 
How much is earned 
mon in the final 
pend a great deal 
negative costs or what portion of 
| them on recently finished costly 
| features, such as ‘Marie Antoinette,’ 
are included. If full production 
;} costs on this picture are written 
| off in the final quarter, which is a 
| possibility, total earnings for the 
{year might sag close to $5 per 
share. 


period of 1937. 
the 
will 


on 
quarte! 
on whether 


com- 
de- 
all 


Fven so, Loew's would show the 
greatest per common share earnings 
of any company in the picture busi- 
ness. Company has paid $2 on the 
common stock thus far this year and 
total distribution of $3 to $4 for 1938 
now looms. 

Twentieth Century-Fox maintained 
present dividend rates on both the 
common and preferred shares last 
week by veting the regular 37\4c. on 
the latter and 50c. on the common 
stock, Makes $1.50 which the direc- 
tors have paid or voted payable this 
year for common = shares, Both 
| divvys are payable Sept. 30 to stock 
on record Sept. 20. Both payments 
cover third quarter of 20th-Fox year. 

Pathe Film Corp. directors last 
week declared the usual quarterly 
dividend of $1.75 on the preferred 
stock, thereby maintaining the usual 
$7 annual rate. Distribution is to be 
Oct. 1 to stockholders on record 
Sept. 23. 





OCT. 30 TO NOV. 1 BEST 
| DATE FOR MPTOA CONV. 


Oklahoma City, Sept. 6. 


Morris Loewenstein, MPTOA na- 
| tional secretary, has advised Ed 
| Kuykendall that Oct. 30-Nov. 1 will 
‘be the best dates to hold the na- 
tional MPTOA convention in Okla- 
homa City. Loewenstein explains 
that this time fits in better with 
the plans of affiliate organizations 
and other groups to hold meetings 
in the city and that more local fa- 
cilities for handling the event will 
be available than at any other time 
during October. 

Work is already going forward in 
preparing a program for the visit- 
ing delegations but details will not 
be ironed out until Kuykendall ar- 
| rives in the city later this month 
| to assist in the arrangements. 
| Manufacturers and trade display ar- 
| 
{ 








rangements are being made at pres- 
ent to ascertain just what facilities 
will be needed. 


Undergraduate Pic 


Detroit, Sept. 6. 


University of Michigan alumni 





plan to produce flicker on co-edu- 
cational romance in Ann Arbor, 
which’ll be ready for distribution 


among alumnae groups next spring. 
Scenario by Bethany Wilson, with 


film being photographed by Dr. 
Katherine Chamberlain, | physics 
| prof. Truman Smith, of engineer- 


ing college faculty, will direct, with 


roles filled by studes against a 
| campus backvround. Special mu- 
sical setting will include familiar 


Michigan tunes, 
vlee club and 


sung and played by 


university orchestra. 





monkey. Doc phones the foundation, 
who, aided by broker's son, who had 
studied medicine, perfect the 
serum, and all turn well 
Donna Lacher, as Hope Martin, the 
doctor’s daughter, and Vincent Gott- 
schalk, as the villain, turn in best 
performances and rate talent-scout- 
Seven -year-oid Lawrence 
Ulrich comes near to a scene stealer, 
and also mi be 0.0.d 
Balance of cast so-so 
and costuming, none of 
is elabor: suit the purpose 
Im should help trade at 
and definitely aid cir- 
Loop. 


out 


ht 
Direction, 


ta 


which 
intended. F 
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‘(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers, VARIETY presents @ complete chart of feature releases of all owe American distributing 
companies for the current quarterly period. Date of the reviews as given in VARIETY and the running time of prints are included.) 
(R) REISSUES COPYRIGHT, 1938, BY VARIETY, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED — _ : 
WEEK WHEN 
OF TITLE PRODUCER DISTRIB. TYPE TALENT DIRECTOR bean REVIEWED 
RELEASE — - -_ MINS, BY VARIETY 
B/17/ i nverett Riskin Col Drama K. Hepburn-C. Gran xeorge Cukor 93 5/18 
6, 17/38 CRIME OVER LONDON . G GB Mystery M. Grahame-P. Cavanaugh Alf. Zeisler 84 11/11/36 
WOMAN AGAINST WOMAN “dw. Chodorov MGM Rom-Dr V. Bruce-H. Marshall» R Sinclair 60 6 22 
PRISON FARM Par Par Meller S. Ross-L. Nolan-J C. Naish Louis King 69 7/20 
BLONDE CHEAT Wm. Sistrom RKO Rom-Com J. Fontaine-D. de Marney Jos. Santley 
THREE BLIND MICE Ray Griffith 20th Rom-Dr L. Young-J. McCrea Wm. Seiter 75 6/8 
BLOCKADE Walter Wanger UA Drama H. Fonda-M. Carroll Wm. Dieterle 85 § 8 
OUTLAW EXPRESS Trem Carr U Western Bob Baker-C, Callego Geo. Waggner 56 720 
WHEN ‘VERE YOU BORN Bryan Foy WB Drama ___C, Rains-J. Cooper _Wm. McGann 65 6/15 
6) 94/38 HIGHWAY PATROL W. MacDonald Col Meller J. Wells-R. Paige >.C. Coleman. Jr. 56 8/10 
LORD JEFF Frank Davis MGM Rom-Dr F. Bartholomew-Sondergaard Sam Wood 78 6/22 
ROMANCE OF LIMBERLOST Mono Mono Rom-Dr J. Parker-E. Linden Wm. Nigh 80 7/20 
BAR 20 JUSTICE Harry Sherman Par Western W. Boyd-G. Hayes Les Selander 70 
BORDER G-MAN Bert Gilroy RKO Western George O’Brien David Howard 61 7 20 
MR. MOTO TAKES CHANCE So’ Wurtzel 20th Mystery P. Lorre- t, Hudson Norman Foster 57 6/15 
YOUNG FUGITIVES Barney Sarecky U Meller D. Kent-R. Wilcox John Rollins 67 790 
WHITE BANNERS Henry Blanke WB. srdDr  t—i‘isC‘ij.:~ Rsinss-J, Cooper Ed. Goulding 90 5/25 
va 1/38 ~~ s ry STREETS bisa W. MacDonald Col Meller Carrillo-E. Bellows-H. J. Eddy Al Rogel 68 9799 
; EVERGREEN (R) V. Saville GB Musical J. Matthews-B. Mackay Victor Saville 82 1/15/35 
HAVING WONJERFUL TIME P. S. Berman RKO Comedy G. Rogers-D. Fairbanks, Jr. Al Santell 70 6/15 
ARMY GIRL Sol Siegel Rep Rom-Dr M. Evans-P. Foster Arn ’d Schaefer 90 7/20 
ALWAYS GOODBYE Ray Griffith 20th Rom-Dr B. Stanwyck-H. Marshall Sid Lanfield 75 6/29 
SOUTH RIDING Alex Korda UA Drama R. Richardson-E. Best Vie Saville 84 7.27 
DANGER ON THE AIR Irving Starr U Mystery D. Woods- A. Grey Otis Garrett 65 7/20 
RAGE OF PARIS B. G. DeSylva U Com-Rom D. Darrieux-D. Fairbanks, Jr. Henry Koster 80 6/15 
MEN ARE SUCH FOOLS David Lewis WB Rom-Com W. Morris-P. Lane Busby Berkeley 69 6/22 
773/38 2~—~C~CS* ~ FAST COMPANY F. Stephani MGM Rom-Com. M. Douglas-F. Rice Eddie Buzzel = a 
a, MAN’S COUNTRY Mono Mono Western Jack Randall Robert Hill 53 83 
CRIME RING Cliff Reid RKO Mystery A. Lane-F. Mercer Les Goodwins 70 7/2 
LITTLE WOMEN (R) K. MacGowan RKO Rom-Dr Hepburn-J. Bennett-F. Dee Geo. Cukor 117 11/21/33 
DURANGO VALLEY RAIDERS A. W. Hackel Rep Western Bob Steele-L. Stanley Sam Newfield 
PANAMINT’S BAD MAN Sol Lesser 20th Western S. Ballew-N. Beery Ray Taylor 60 8/10 
ALGIERS Walter Wanger UA Rom-Mel C. Boyer-S. Gurie-H. Lamarr John Cromwell 95 6/25 
MY BILL ™ Bryan Foy WB Drama K. Francis-J. Litel John Farrow 60 6/15 
7/15/38 PIONEER TRAIL Col Col Western J. Luden-J. Barkley Jos. Levering ss 
i SHOPWORN ANGEL J. L. Manckiewicz MGM Rom-Dr M,. Sullavan- J. Stewart H. C. Potter 85 7/13 
PRIDE OF THE WEST Harry Sherman Par Western Bill Boyd Les Selander 55 8/17 
GOLD MINE IN SKY C. E. Ford Rep Western G. Autry-S. Burnette Joe Kane 60 7/6 
PASSPORT HUSBAND Sol Wurtzel 20th Com-Dr P. Moore-S, Erwin Jas. Tinline 74 7/27 
PRISON SREAK ~ Trem Carr U Meller G. Farrell-B. McLane Arthur Lubin 72 7/20 
7/22/38 RUFORMATORY Col Col Drama J. Holt-C. Wynters Lew D. Collins 61 6/29 
ee: LOVE FINDS ANDY HARDY Hal Roach MGM Com-Dr M. Rooney-J. Garland Geo. Seitz 90 7/13 
TROPIC HOLIDAY A. Hornblow, Jr. Par Musical D. Lamour-Burns-Raye Theodore Reed ay 7/6 
BOO-LOO C. E. Elliott Par Adv-Dr C. Tapley-S. Asmara-A. Lane C. E. Elliott 60 8/3 
SKY GIANT Robert Sisk RKO Meller R, Dix-C. Morris-J. Fontaine Lew Landers 80 7/20 
I'LL GIVE A MILLION K. MacGowan 20th Drama W. Baxter-M. Weaver Walter Lang "0 7/13 
LITTLE TOUGH GUY Ken Goldsmith U Drama Dead End Kids Herold Young 85 8/24 
PENROD’S DOUBLE TROUBLE Bryan Foy WB Com-Dr Mauch Twins Lew Seiler 65 7/27 
"729/38 SOUTH OF ARIZUNA Col Col Western C. Starrett-I. Meredith Sam Nelson 
iid STRANGE BOARDERS Geo. B. Mason GB Mystery T. Walls-R. Saint Cyr George Mason 
THE CHASER Frank David MGM Com-Dr D. O’Keefe-A. Morris-L. Stone E. L. Marin 75 8/10 
PROFESSOR BEWARE Harold Lloyd Par Comedy H. Lloyd-P. Welch Elliott Nugent 90 7/13 
HEROES OF THE HILLS Wm. Berke Rep Western Three Mesquiteers Geo. Sherman 55 8/3 
MOTHER CAREY’S CHICKENS P. S. Berman RKO Drama R. Keeler-A. Shirley Rowland V. Lee 82 7/27 
LITTLE MISS BROADWAY D. Hempstead 20th Rom-Com S. Temple-G. Murphy-Durante Irving Cummings "0 7.6 
AMAZING DR. CLITTERHOUSE Anatole Litvak WB Drama E. G. Robinson-C. Trevor Anatole Litvak 87 6/22 
8/5/38 THE LADY VANISHES E. 5. Derr GB Rom-Dr M. Lockwood-P. Lukas A. Hitchcock 93 8/31 
is THE CROWD ROARS A. Hitchcock MGM Rom-Dr R. Taylor-M. O’Sullivan R. Thorpe 87 8/3 
BAREFGOT BOY Sam Zimbalist Mono Drama J. Moran-M. M. Jones-R. Morgan Karl Brown 63 8/31 
BULLDOG DRUMMOND IN AFRICA Harold Hurley Par Mystery J. Howard-H. Angel-H. B. Warner Louis King 60 8/31 
COME ON, LEATHERNECKS Herman Schlom Rep Sports R. Cromwell-M. Hunt Jas. Cruze 65 8/24 
MAN FROM MUSIC MOUNTAIN Chas. E. Ford Rep Outdoor G. Autry-S. Burnette Joe Kane 54 8/17 
PALS OF THE SADDLE Wm. Berke Rep Western 3 Mesquiteers Geo. Sherman 
I’M FROM THE CITY Wm Sistrom RKO Comedy J. Penner-L. Krueger Ben Holmes "1 8/10 
GATEWAY Samuel G. Engel 20th Drama D. Ameche-A. Whelan-Ratoff Al Werker 73 8/10 
LETTER OF INTRODUCTION John Stahl U Rom-Dr A. Leeds-A. Menjou-Bergen John Stahl 100 8/3 
MR. CHUMP Bryan Foy WB Com-Rom Johnnie-Lola Lane Wm. Clemens 60 8/10 
8/12 38 THE GLADIATOR David L. Loew Col Comedy J. E. Brown-J. Travis Ed Sedgwick 70 8/31 
tii RICH MAN, POOR GIRL Edw. Chodorov MGM Com-Dr R. Young-R. Hussey R. Schunzel 70 8/17 
THE TEXANS Lucien Hubbard Par Outdoor J. Bennett-R. Scott Jas. Hogan 90 8/3 
PAINTED DESERT Bert Gilroy RKO Western G. O’Brien-L. Johnson David Howard 59 
KEEP SMILING Sol Wurtzel 20th Com-Rom J. Witheis-G. Stuart Herbert I. Leeds 65 8/17 
THE MISSING GUEST B. Sarecky U Mystery P. Kelly-C. Moore-Lundigan John Rollins 65 
RACKET BUSTERS Sam J ischoff WB Meller H. Bogart-Gloria Dickson Lloyd Bacon 65 8/17 
CONVICTED Col Col Meller R. Hayward-C. Quigle Leon Barsha 50 8/24 
8/19/38 BLOCK-HEADS Hal Roach MGM Comedy Laurel and Hardy John Blystone 55 8/31 
GIVE ME A SAILOR Jeff Lazarus Par Comedy M. Raye-B. Hope-B. Grable Elliott Nugent 80 7/27 
SMASHING THE RACKETS B. P. Fineman RKO Meller C. Morris-F. Mercer Lew Landers 68 8/10 
A ROMANTIC ROGUE John H. Auer Rep Rom-Dr R. Novarro-M. Marsh John H. Auer 
ALEXANDER’S RAGTIME BAND H. J. Brown 20th Musical T. Power-A. Faye-Ameche Henry King 105 6/1 
8/26/38 MARIE ANTOINETTE H. Stromberg MGM Drama N. Shearer-T. Power W. S. Van Dyke 160 7/13 
CIRCUS COMES TO TOWN Wm. T. Lackey Mono Rom-Dr A. Nagel-J. LaRue Karl Brown 
- SPAWN OF THE NORTH Al Lewin Par Outdoor G. Raft-H. Fonda-Lamour Henry Hathaway 110 8/24 
BREAKING THE ICE Sol Lesser RKO Musical B. Breen-C. Ruggles Edward Cline 80 9/7 
TENTH AVENUE KID Harry Grey Rep Meller B. Cabot-B. Roberts B’nard Vorhaus 56 8/31 
SPEED TO BURN Jerry Hoffman 20th Sports M. Whalen-L. Bari Otto Brower 60 6/8 
BOY MEETS GIRL Sam Bischoff WB Comedy Cagney-O'Brien-M. Wiison Lloyd Bacon 86 8/31 
9/2/38 PHANTOM GOLD Col Col Western J. Luden-B. Marion Joe Levering 
. rt AM THE LAW Everett Riskin Col Meller E. G. Robinson-W. Barrie Hall 99 8/31 
STARLIGHT OVER TEXAS Ed Finney Mono Western Tex Ritier-C. LaRoux Al Herman 
SING, YOU SINNERS Wesley Ruggles Par Com-Rom B. Crosby-F, MacMurray Wesley Ruggles &8 8/17 
CAREFREE Pandro Berman RKO Musical F. Astaire-G. Rogers Mark Sandrich 83 8/31 
MY LUCKY STAR Harry J. Brown 20th Mus-Rom Henie-R. Greene-Romero Roy Del Ruth $0 
MAN WITH 100 FACES A. Hitchcock GB Drama L. Palmer-T. Walls A. Hitchcock 
FOUR’S A CROWD David Lewis WB Com-Rom R. Russell-E. Flynn Michael Curtiz 95 8/17 
THREE LOVES HAS NANCY Norman Krasna MGM Rom-Dr Montgomery-Gaynor-Tone R. Thorpe 67 9/7 
THE HIGGINS FAMILY Sol C. Siegel Rep Comedy J. Gleason-L. Gleason Gus Meins 62 9/7 
BILLY THE KID RETURNS Chas. Ford Rep Western R. Rogers-S. Burnette Joe Kane 56 
ROAD TO RENO Ed Grainger U Com-Dr R. Scott-H. Hampton S. Sylvan Simon 68 ode 
9/9/38 THE LADY OBJECTS Wm. Perlberg Col Com-Rom G. Stuart-L. Ross “Erle C. Kenton 
/9/ BOY’S TOWN John Considine MGM Drama S. Tracy-M. Rooney-Hull N. Taurog 96 9/7 
MEXICALI KID Robt. Tamsey Mono Western J. Randall-W. Barry Wallace Fox 56 9/7 
IN OLD MEXICO Harry Sherman Par Western W. Boyd-G. Hayes Fdw.D.Venturini 62 
AFFAIRS OF ANNABEL Lou Lusty RKO Comedy J. Oakie-L Ball Ben Stoloff 73 8/10 
SAFETY IN NUMBERS John Stone 20th Comedy J. Prouty-S. Byington Mal St. Clair 55 9/7 
SECRETS OF AN ACTRESS David Lewis WE Rom-Dr K. Francis-G. Brent Wm. Keighley 
FRESHMAN YEAR Geo. Bilson U Comedy D. Dunbar-E. Truex-Lundigan Frank McDonald 65 
COLORADO TRAIL Col Col Western C. Starrett-I. Meredith Sam Nelson 
9/16/38 JUVENILE COURT Col Col Drama P. Kelly-R. Hayworth-Darro | _D. R. Lederman 
TOO HOT TO HANDLE L. Weingarten MGM Com-Dr Gable-Loy-Carrillo Jack Conway 
KING ALCATRAZ Par Par Drama G. Patrick-L. Nolan-Naish Robert Florey 
THE RENEGADE RANGER Bert Gilroy RKO Western G. O’Brien-R. Hayworth David Howard 
HOLD THAT CO-ED D. Hempstead 20th Rom-Com J. Barrymore-G. Murphy Geo. Marshall 
YOUTH TAKES FLING Joe Pasternak U Com-Dr J. McCrea-A. Leeds Archie Mayo 
BLACK BANDIT Trem Carr U Western Bob Baker Geo. Waggner 
ee KM Lou_Edelman WB Outdoor W. Morris-C. Trevor Wm. Keighley "55 8/17 
9/23/38 STRANGER “ROM ARIZONA Monroe Shaft Col Western B. Jones-D. Fay Elmer Clifton 
LISTEN, DARLING Jack Cummings MGM Rom-Dr Bartholomew-J. Garland Edw. Marin 
WANTED BY POLICE Lindsav Parsons Mono Meller Darro-E. Knapp H. Bretherton 
CAMPUS CONFESSIONS Par Par Football B. Grable-H. Luisetti G. Archainbaud 
FUGITIVES FOR NIGHT Lou Lusty RKO Comedy F. Albertson-E. Lynn Leslie Goodwins 
TIME OUT FOR MURDER Sol Wurtzel 20th Meller G. Stuart-M. Whalen H.B.Humb'rstone 73 9/7 
THE COMET Max H. Golden U Drama W. Gargan-J. Hodges Otis Garrett 
FOUR DAUGHTERS Ben Glazer WB Com-Dr Priscilla-Rosemary-Lane Michael Curtiz 90 8/17 
9/30/38 GIRL’S SCHOOL Samuel Marx Col Rom-Com A. Shirley-N. Grey-Bellamy John Brahm 
LADY VANISHES A. Hitchcock GB Rom-Dr M. Lockwood-P. Lucas Alf Hitchock 
STABLEMATES Harry Rapf MGM Com-Dr W. Beery-M. Rooney Sam Wood 
SONS OF THE LEGION Par Par Rom-Dr D. O’Connor-B. Lee-B. Cook Jas. Hogan 
ROOM SERVICE P. S. Berman RKO €om Marx Bros.-L. Ball Wm. Seiter 
OVERLAND STAGE RAIDERS Wm. Berke Rep Western J. Wayne-R. Corrigan Geo. Sherman 
STRAIGHT, PLACE AND SHOW D. Hempstead 20th Com Ritz Bros.-R. Arlen David Butler 
DRUMS Alex. Korda UA Drama Sabu-R. Massey-R. Livesey Zoltan Korda 101 4,20 
THAT CERTAIN AGE Joe Pasternak U Mus-Rom D. Durbin-J. Cooper Edw. Ludwig 
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punting to $50,000, was airmailed | 
to Loyd Wright, trustee of GN, dur- 
jng the past week following a tele- 
hone conversation in which Wright 
stated he would airmail Hammons a 
certified copy of the court’s approval 
of the deal accepted on the Coast. 

Production plans and setup will 
follow discussion on the initial year’s | 
program and subsequent  considera- | 
tion of various proposals made, in- 
cluding from various producers with | 
money who desire releasing outlet 
arrangements with GN. These pro- 
ducers would partly or wholly 
finance their own production. In|} 
other cases GN may finance pro- 
ducers who it would bring into the | 
organization. 

Louis Jackson, of London, who is 
interested in getting into the GN | 
picture, may become identified with 
the new Hammot:s enterprise. Pro- | 
posal of Jacl:son and associates, un- | 
der considerat on by Hammons, but | 
with no known cevelopments to 
date, is reported to involve the or- | 
g-nization of a $500.00 distributing | 
company in England for the release 
of GN and cther proauct in that 
territory. Understancing is_ that 
Hammons and associate- would have 
50% control of such a company, 
while Jackson and nis people would 
have the other 50%. Hammons, un- 
der the proposal reported, would be | 
chairman of the board Jackson is 
said to have stro*g banking connec- 
tions in England. 

The sales setup of GN also remains 
tentative except that Alperson, as 
v.p. of the new GN, will head distri- | 
bution in that post. Skirball may 
figure in a sales connection or on the 
producing side, as well as in control 
of shorts, both as to production and | 
distribution, depending on the execu- 
tive lineup created by Hammons. 
Skirball has long been associated 
with Hammons, having moved into 
the Hammons camp when latter ac- 
quired World-Wide, of which Skir- 
ball was sales head. He is presently | 
associated with his brother, William | 
Skirball, in the much-discussed ‘Birth | 
of a Baby.’ 

$1,500,000 Bankroll to Start 

A complete roster of officers of the | 
new company will follow incorpora- | 
tion, with Hammons expected to set a| 
meeting for that purpose within two | 
weeks after papers have been signed. | 
New company is being incorporated | 
at $5,440,000. Hammons puts in $440,- | 
000 as a starter and judges, roughly, | 
that there will be about $1,500,000 to 
work on at this time. 

Hammons owns the studio which 
GN, when formed two years ago, took 
over on the Coast. Majority of the 
features will be turned out there, 
with possibly five or six to be made 
at the Eastern Service Studios, As- 
toria, L. I., where under plans all of 
the shorts product will be made. 

Educational assumed all assets of 
GN in acquiring the company under | 
7iB. These includ« various con- | 
tracts and numerous stories owned | 
by GN, but as to contracts only those | 
which have been made within the | 
Past two months. Additionally, Ham- | 
mons owns several stories, which, | 
together with those on the GN) 
shelves, will probably be included in | 
the initial (1938-39) season's output. 
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Successful that the Mayor thought 
the idea could be enlarged upon. 

He figured out the local merchants 
would stand a tap for the necessary | 
dough to bring big screen and radio | 
names here, and corralled the Festi- 
val Assn. and Chamber of Commerce 
for aid. The two groups jumped at 
a chance to stimulate conditions for | 
its members by drawing prospective | 
Customers into the St. Louis trade | 
area and quickly obtained pledges | 
totalling $75,000. About $30,000 was | 
to have been earmarked for the stage | 
talent, and the rest to tooters, rent | 
of the auditorium, promotion ex- | 
Penses, advertising, etc. 

The plan was making swell 
Progress until two representatives of | 
the Chamber trekked to Chicago to 
sew up Bergen, et al., for the p.a.’s. | 
When they learned that Music Corp. | 
Couldn't deliver they were not inter- | 
ested in the other talent. 

Now the mayor, the Festival Assn. 
and the Chamber are debating 
Whether to confine the celebration 
to the street dancing and songfest, 


Or toss the whole idea into the 
basket, 
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Advance Production Chart 





Hollywood, Sept. 6. 
Promises made for 581 pictures during 1937-38 releasing season were 
well met by studios, which, with the exception of Grand National, delivered 
all but 37. GN’s failure to deliver was due to reorganization troubles, but 
studio turned out nearly half of the 65 features announced. 


During 1938-39 season studios have promised total of 502 features, in- 


cluding westerns, and as of Aug. 31, have already put 122 of total number | 


required before the cameras. Of this figure 37 are currently in work, 62 


cutting, and 23 previewed, leaving 380 to shoot before season closes one 
year hence. 


Paramount delivered its full 1937-38 quota of 57 features; 20th-Fox came 


| through with 57 as promised; Warners turned out its promised 60, and 

| Monogram delivered the 42 features announced. RKO fell short two of 
the 51 promised; Columbia was short one of 40 feature commitment, and 
still needs eight westerns to round out required 22; Metro was short four 
out of 51, while United Artists needed eight to total 32 as announced. 

| Universal still has seven to go for total of 50; Republic also needs seven 

more to complete its 52, but as its new season does not get under way until 

| latter part of September full quota should be delivered. Grand National, 

currently completing details of takeover by Educational tor formation of 

New Grand National Films, has not yet announced number of features for 

1938-39 and is dropped from the chart until details are forthcoming. 

| (Table under each studio contains figures for 1938-39 season.) 





Columbia 
aon Now Balance to 


in Be Placed Stories in 
Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 


Number Number Now 
of Pix Com- 


Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Features ......... 40 2 0 3 35 35 
Westerns ........ 16 0 1 2 13 13 
| MOPaais 2.6 Samia 4 0 1 0 3 3 
Total ....... 60 2 2 5 51 51 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘PHANTOM GOLD,’ formerly titled ‘GOLD RUSH DAYS, produced by 
Larry Darmour; directed by Joseph Levering; original screen play by Nate 
Gatzert; photographed by James S. Brown, dr. Cast: Jack Luden, Beth 
Marion, Barry Downing, Charles Whittaker, Hal Taliaferro, Jack Ingram, 
— ne Bus Barton, Art Davis, Marian Sais, Lafe McKee, Tuffy 
canine). 

‘SOUTH OF ARIZONA,’ formerly titled ‘SINGING GUNS,’ produced by 
Harry Decker for Irving Briskin unit; directed by Sam Nelson; original 
screen play by Bennett Cohen: photographed by Benjamin Kline. Cast: 
Charles Starrett. Iris Meredith, Bob Nolan, Pat Brady, Dick Curtis, The 
Sons of the Pioneers, Eddie Cobb, Art Mix, John Tyrrell, Robert Fiske. 


‘GIRLS’ SCHOOL,’ formerly titled ‘FINISHING SCHOOL,’ produced by | 


Sam Marx; directed by John Brahm; original and screen play by Tess 


| Schlesinger; photographed by Franz Planer. Cast: Anne Shirley, Nan 


Grey, Ralph Bellamy, Margaret Tallichet, Doris Kenyon, Noah Beery, 
Jr., Cecil Cunningham, Franklin Pangborn, Marjorie Ford, Marjorie Dean, 
Marjorie Reynolds, Dorothy Moore, Joan Tree. 

‘THE LADY OBJECTS,’ formerly titled ‘LADY LAWYER,’ produced by 
William Perlberg; directed by Earl Kenton; screen play by Gladys Leh- 
man and Charles Kenyon; photographed by Alan Seigler. Cast: Lanny 
Ross, Gloria Stuart, Joan Marsh, Roy Benson, Robert Paige, Arthur Loft, 
Pierre Watkin, Robert Fiske. 

‘FLIGHT TO FAME,’ formerly titled ‘WINGS OF DOOM,’ produced by 
Ralph Cohn for the Irving Briskin unit; directed by C. C. Coleman, Jr.; 
original screen play by Michael Simmons; photographed by Lucien Bal- 
lard. Cast: Jacqueline Wells, Charles Farrell, Alexander Dorsey, Fred- 


erick Burton, Eddie Earle, Addison Richards, Charles D. Brown, Hugh | 


Sothern. 


‘THE STRANGER FROM ARIZONA,’ formerly titled ‘PHANTOM 
TRAIL,’ Coronet Pictures production for Columbia; associate producer, 
Monroe Shaff; directed by Elmer Clifton; original screen play by Monroe 
Shaff; photographed by Eddie Linden. Cast: Buck Jones, Dorothy Fay 
Southworth, Roy Barcroft, Bob Terry, Hank Worden, Hank Mann, Horace 
Murphy, Ralph Peters, Dot Farley, Joe Girard, Walter Merrill, Lon Reibe. 


‘THOROUGHBREDS,’ produced by Ralph Cohn for the Irving Briskin 
unit; directed by D. Ross Lederman: screen play by Michael Simmons; 
photographed by Henry Freulich. Cast: Edith Fellows, Cliff Edwards, 
Jacqueline Wells, Richard Fiske, Robert Paige, Helen Brown, Virginia 
Howell, Charles Waldron. 

‘EARLY ARIZONA’ (for 1938-39), produced by Larry Darmour; directed 
by Joseph Levering; original screen play by Nate Getzert; photographed 
by James S. Brown, Jr. Cast: Gordon Elliott, Dorothy Gulliver, Harry 
Woods, Franklin Farnum, Frank Ellis, Art Davis, Charles King, Edward 
Cassidy, Jack Ingram, Charles Whittaker, Bud Osburne, Lester Dore, 
Symona Boniface, Buzz Barton, Tom London, Dick Durrell, Oscar Gahan, 
Jess Cavan, Margaret Fealy, Frank Ball, Arthur Millette, Kit Guard, 
Florence Dudley, Cy Shindell, Clyde Burns. 

‘JUVENILE COURT?’ (for 1938-39 release), produced by Irving Briskin; 
associate producer, Ralph Cohn; directed by D. Ross Lederman; original 
story by Robert E. Kent and Henry Taylor; photographed by Benjamin 
Kline. Cast: Paul Kelly, Rita Hayworth, Frankie Darro, David Gorcey, 
Hally Chester, Don La Tourre, Dick Selzer, Allan Ramsey, Johnny Tyrrell, 
Dick Curtis, Lee Shumway, Joe D. Stephani. 

‘NOT FOR GLORY’ (for 1938-39 release), produced by Larry Darmour; 
directed by Lewis D. Collins; original screen play by Gordon Rigby; photo- 
graphed by James Brown, Jr. Cast: Jack Holt, Beverly Roberts, Noah 
Beery, Jr., John Qualen, Helen Jerome Eddy, Arthur Aylsworth, Charles 
Middleton, Barbara Pepper, Harry Woods, Vic Potel, Claire Du Brey. 

‘HOMICIDE BUREAU’ (for 1938-39 release); associate producer, Jack 
Fier; directed by C. C. Coleman, Jr.; no writing credits released as yet; 
photographed by Lucien Ballard. Cast: Bruce Cabot, Rita Hayworth, 
Robert Paige, Marc Lawrence, Ed Fetherston, Richard Fiske, Jane Morgan. 

‘WEST OF THE SANTA FFE’ (for 1938-39 release); executive producer, 
Irving Briskin; directed by Sam Nelson; screen play by Bennett Cohen; 
photographed by Allen Siegler. Cast: Charles Starrett, Iris Meredith, 
Sons of the Pioneers, Bob Nolan, Hank Bell, Buck Connor, Dick Curtis, 
Hal Taliaferro, Eddie Cobb. 


Columbia Pix Now in Production 
‘CALL OF THE TRAIL’ (for 1938-39), produced by Harry Decker for 


the Irving Briskin unit; directed by Sam Nelson; screen play by Charles | 


Francis Royal; photographed by Lucien Ballard. Cast: Charles Starrett, 
Ann Doran, Hal Taliaferro, Dick Curtis, Bob Nolan, John Tyrrell, Fred 
Burns. 


‘THE SPIDER.’ serial (for 1938-39), produced by Jack Fier for the 


Hyman; directed by Julien Duvivier: no writing credits released as yet; 
photographed by Joseph Ruttenberg. Cast: Luise Rainer, Fernand Gravet, 
Miliza Korjus, Hugh Herbert, Lionel Atwill. Minna Gombell, George 
Houston, Herman Bing, Bert Roach, Christian Rub 

‘SWEETHEARTS’ (In Technicolor for 1938-39 season), produced by Hunt 
Stromberg; directed by W. S. Van Dyke; screen play by Alan Campbell 
| and Dorothy Parker; photographed by Olive: Marsh. Cast: Jeanette Mac- 
Donald, Nelson Eddy, Mischa Auer, Frank Morgan, Ray Bolger. Herman 
Bing. Minna Gombel, Gene and Kathleen Lockhart, Raymond Walburn, 
Lucille Watson, Florence Rice, Reginald Gardiner, Allyn Joslyn, Fay 
Holden, Olin Howland, Terry Kilburn, Betty Jaynes, Douglas McPhail. 


Metro Pix Now in Production 
‘STABLEMATES’ (for 1938-39), produced by Harry Rapf; directed by 
| Sam Wood: no writing credits released as yet; photographed by John 
Seitz. Cast: Wallace Beery, Mickey Rooney, Arthur Hohl, Minor Watson, 
Cliff Nazarro, Margaret Hamilton. 

‘LISTEN, DARLING,’ produced by Jack Cummings; directed by Edward 
Marin; original story by Katharine Brush. Cast: Freddie Bartholomew, 
Judy Garland, Mary Astor, Walter Pidgeon, Scotty Beckett, Gene Lock- 
hart, Alan Hale, Barnett Parker. 

‘VACATION FROM LOVE,’ produced by John Considine; directed by 
George Fitzmaurice; no writing credits released as yet; photographed by 
George Flosey. Cast: Dennis O'Keefe, Florence Rice, Roger Converse, 
Kenneth Stevens, James Blain, Andrew Tombes, Arthur Loft, Frank Mor- 
gan. 

‘THE SHINING HOUR’ (for 1938-39), produced by Joseph Mankiewicz; 
directed by Frank Borzage; screen play by Ogden Nash from play by 
| Keith Winters; photographed by George Folsey. Cast: Joan Crawford, 
Margaret Sullavan, Robert Young, Melvyn Douglas. 


Monogram 


Now Balance to 
Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 


Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tiop 
Features ...c0cs oe 26 0 1 3 22 22 
Westerns ..ccocce 16 0 1 1 14 14 
Total ..ccccssece 42 0 2 4 36 36 


Pictures in the cutting room: 


‘BAREFOOT BOY’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by E. B. Derr; directed 
by Karl Brown; screen play by John T. Neville; photographed by Gilbert 
Warrenton. Cast: Jackie Moran, Marcia Mae Jones, Claire Windsor, Ralph 
Morgan, Marilyn Knowlden, Matty Fain, Frank Puglia, Edward Pawley, 
John Morris, Bradley Metcalfe, George Cleveland. 

‘UNDER THE BIG TOP,’ formerly titled ‘THE CIRCUS COMES TO 
TOWN’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by W. T. Lackey; directed by Karl 
Brown; original screen play by Marion Orth; photographed by Gilbert 
Warrenton. Cast: Anne Nagel, Marjorie Main, Jack La Rue, Herbert 
Rawlinson, Betty Compson, George Cleveland. 


‘WANTED BY POLICE’ (for 1938-39), produced by Lindsley Parsons; 
directed by Howard Bretherton; screen play by Wellyn Totman from 
original story by Don Mullaly and Renaud Hoffman; photographed by 
Bert Longenecker. Cast: Frankie Darro, Evalyn Knapp, Robert Kent, 
Matty Fain, Lillian Elliott, Thelma White, Willy Costello, Ralph Peters, 
Wilbur Mack, Walter Merrill. 

‘STARLIGHT OVER TEXAS’ (for 1938-39), produced by Edward Fin- 
ney; directed by Al Herman; original screen play by John Rathmell; photo- 
graphed by Francis Corby. Cast: Tex Ritter, Carmen La Roux, Snub 
Pollard, Horace Murphy, Salvatore Damino, Martin Garralaga, Karl 
Hackett, Charles King. 

Monogram Pix Now in Production 


‘MR. WONG, DETECTIVE,’ produced by Scott R. Dunlap; supervised by 
William T. Lackey; directed by William Nigh; screen play by Houston 
Branch from magazine story by Hugh Wiley: photographed by Harry 
Neumann. Cast: Boris Karloff, Grant Withers, Evelyn Brent, Maxine Jen- 
nings, Lucien Prival, John St. Polis, William Gould, Hooper Atchley, John 
Hamilton, Lee Tong Foo. 

‘WHERE THE BUFFALO ROAM,’ produced by Edward Finney; directed 
by Al Herman; original screen play by Robert Emmett; photographed by 
Francis Corbey. Cast: Tex Ritter, Dorothy Short, John Merton, Horace 
Murphy, Peewee Pollard, Richard Aiexander, Kari Hackett, Charlies King, 
Jr., Dave O’Brien, Bob Terry, Ed Cassidy, Ernie Adams, Bob McKenzie, 
Denver Dixon, Louise Massey and the Westerners. 





Paramount 


Now Balance to 
Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
errr 51 3 5 11 32 32 


Irving Briskin unit; co-directed by Ray Taylor and James Horne; screen | Harry Sherman... 7 1 1 2 3 3 
play by Robert Kent, George Plympton, Basil Dickey, Marty Ramson; | po ra a ata Pee “ys 
| photographed by Allen Siegler. Cast: Warren Hull, Iris Meredith, Richard| Total .......+:. - 58 4 6 13 35 35 


Fiske, Gloria Blondell, Ann Doran, Mare Lawrence, Johnny Tyrrell, Ken- | 
neth Duncan, Beatrice Curtis, Charles Wilson. 

‘SOUTH OF THE RIO GRANDE’ (for 1937-38), produced by Monroe 
Shaff; directed by Elmer Clifton; photographed by Eddie Linden. Cast: 
Buck Jones, Dorothy Fay, Kenneth Harlan, Don Douglas, Joe Whitehead, 
Matty Kemp, Joe Baird, Bob Kortman, Jack Ingram, Jack Hendricks, 
Loren Reide. 


Pictures now in cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘MEN WITH WINGS’ (in Technicolor—for 1938-39 season). produced and 

directed by William Weilman; screen play by Robert Carson; photo- 
graphed by W. Howard “reene. Cast: Fred MacMurray, Ray Mililand, 
Louise Campbe , Andy Devine, Edgur Kennedy, Walter Abel, Porter Hall, 
Gene Reynolds, Chery! Walker, Billy Cook, Dorothy Tennant, James Burke, 
Virginia Weidler, Harvey Stephens, Helen Dickson, Lillian West, Grace 
Goodall, Kitty Kelly, Lynne Overman, Donald O'Connor, pilots—Paul 
| Mantz, Tex Rankin, Frank Clarke, Dick Rinaldi, Robbie Robinson, Frank 
| Tomick, Herb White, Jerry Phillips, Ace Brunguiner, Jerry Andrews, 
Howard Batt, Ray Crawford, Dick Randall. Bob Blair, Cubby Gordon. Jim 
Barwick, Walter Quinton, Stanley Hicks, Jonathan Hale, Joe Whitehead, 

ene Pat West, Frank Mills, Art Rowlands, Ralph McCullough, David Newell, 

Now Balance to ‘ Charles Hamilton, Eddie Dunn, Ronnie Rondell, Edward Earle. John T. 

Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in| Murray. Dell Henderson, Claire Du Brey, Willy Morris, Billy Bletcher, 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- Syd Saylor, Lu Miller, Gary Owen, Bobby Tracey, James Burtis, Paul 


Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion Krueger. Al] Hill, George Chandler, Lee Phelps. 
Features . 1 ; ; os 7 ‘THE MYSTERIOUS RIDER’ (for 1938-39 season) produced by Harry 
Selznick-Int'l 1 0 Sherman; directed by Leslie Selander; screen play by Maurice Gerhaghty 
mem = a a pe ie from story by Zane Grey; photographed by Russell Harlan. Cast: Douglas 
Total .......s000 5h 1 2 3 45 45 | Dumbrille, Sidney Toler, Weldon Heyburn, Charlotte Fields, Monte Blue, 
Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: | Bob Kortman, Mabel Colcord, Stanlev Andrews, Robert Fiske, Glenn 


“ ; Strange, Leo McMahon, Ed Brady. Dick Alexancer, Earl Dwire, Jack 
‘TOO HOT TO HANDLE’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by Lawrence tockwell, Ben Corbet, Charles Murphy. 


as bea ack Conway; al story by Lawrence Stall- oe 
Weingarten; directed by Jack Conway, original story by Lawrence Sta ‘TOUCHDOWN, ARMY’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by the Harold 


ings; screen play by Stallings and Le-nard Hammond; photographed by | 


‘ S ‘set: Clark Gable. Myrna Loy. Walter Pidgeon, Leo Carrillo, Hurley unit; directed by Kurt Neumann; original story and screen play by 
thang oly Pe bye Ray “boty ~ hl we lig secon py ptt eesce Lloyd Corrigan and Erwin Gelsey: photogt aphed by Victor Milner. Cast: 
Pringle. Patsy O'Connor, Virginia Weidler, Johnny Hines, Henry Kohler, John Howard, Robert Cummings. Mary Carlisle, Owen Das‘s, Jr., 

Willie Fung. Lily Miz. 
‘THE GREAT WALTZ’ (for 1958-29 season), produced by Bernard 


Baker, Minor Watson, Raymond Hatton, William Frawley, Hamilton Me- 
(Continued on page 17) 
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MEET ALLURING ANNABEL..MOVIE STAR 


and the press-agent who keeps her famous...no matter how! 


Amazing Annabel — she’s kissability mixed with 
dynamite and Lanny Morgan, trigger-quick 
publicity man...What he thinks up, she does; 
and what she does is NEWS!..Come on inside 
Hollywood ... Live and love and laugh with a 
movie queen off the screen! 
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She didn’t wad it much in the prison ae. | Ob, NO! 
. Lanny said a day in il would get her on the front 
page. And that was sited vi 









JACKE 
OAKIE | 


LUCILLE 


BALI. 





Their secret must be hepe! I the world knew that 
Annabel was REALLY in jail — Well, Lanny had been 
oo oe and Annabel could — be a waitress! 






Out of one jam inte ancther .. Qe pon ge 
cover as a maid in 4 private home. AND THEY MADE 
HER WORK WITH HER HANDS!...DID SHE BURN 
AT LANNY! 


ith 


RUTH DONNELLY 
BRADLEY PAGE 
FRITZ FELD 
THURSTON HALL 
Directed by BEN STOLOFF. Produced by Lou Lusty. ELISABETH RISDON 


Screen Play by Bert Granet and Paul Yawitz. 


THE FIRST OF A GREAT NEW SERIES 
NEXT: ANNABEL TAKES A TOUR’ 
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Wednesday September 7, 1958 

















Advance Production Chart 
(Continued from page 15) 


Grant Withers, Chester Clute, Sarah Edwards, Paul Everton, | 
A. Hughes, Lyle Morraine, Robert Norton, John Hart, William J. | 
William Orr, Charles Stafford, Bob Fischer, Lambert Rogers, Louis 
Durst, Phillip Warren, Peter Potter, Gloria Williams, Ruth Rogers, Chery] | 
Walker, Marion Weldon. | 


‘ARTISTS AND MODELS ABROAD?’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by | 
Arthur Hornblow; directed by Mitchell Leisen; screen play by Howard | 
Russel Crouse and Ken Englund; original story by Howard Lind- | 





Fadden, 
Charles 
Moore, 


tage Russel Crouse; based on idea by J. P. McEvoy; photographed by | 
Ted Tetzlaff. Cast: Jack Benny, Joan Bennett, Mary Boland, Yacht Club | 


Boys, Punkins Parker, Sheila Darcy, Yvonne Duval, Gwen Kenyon, Joyce | 
Mathews, Dolores Casey, Marie DeForrest, Charles Grapewin, Joyce Comp- 
ton, G. P. Huntley, Fritz Feld, Jules Raucourt, Adrienne D’Ambricourt, 
Andre Cheron, Phyllis Kennedy, Louis Mercier, Louis Van den Ecker, 
Charles de Ravenne, Joseph Romantini, Georges Kerebel, Robert De 
Couedic, Gemaro Curci, Marie Burton, Paula De Cardo, Carol Parker, | 
Linda Yale, Evelyn Keyes, Laurie Lane, Norah Gale, Helaine Moler, Jean 
Perry, Constant Franke, Paul Cremonesi, Eugene Beday, George Davis, | 
Paco Moreno, Jacques Vanaire, Eugene Borden, Fred Cavens, Manuel | 
Paris, Alexander Melesh, Jean De Briac, Fred Malatesta, David Peter Mir, 
Georges de Gombert, Ferdinand Schumann-Heink, Kenneth Gibson, 
Joseph de Beauvolers, Martial de Serrand. 


4qF 1 WERE KING’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by Frank Lloyd; | 
directed by Frank Lloyd; based on a story by Justin Huntly McCarthy; | 


photographed by Theodor Sparkuhl. Cast: Ronald Colman, Frances Dee, | 
Basil Rathbone, Ellen Drew, Alma Lloyd, Colin Tapley, C. V. France, | 


Stanley Ridges, William Haade, May Beatty, Adrian Morris, Francis Mc- 
Donald. Walter Kingsford, Henry Wilcoxon, Ralph Forbes, William Merrill 
McCormack, Russ Powell, Sidney Toler, John Miljan, Heather Thatcher, 
Winter Hall, James Aubrey, Stanley King, Alec Craig, Ethel Clayton, 
Gloria Williams, Ann Evers, Jean Fenwicke, Norah Gale, Montagu Love, 
William Farnum, Lester Mathews, Brandon Hurst, Ian Maclaren, Paul | 
Harvey, Lionel Belmore, Paula de Cardo, Jane Dewey, David Clyde, Clive 
Morgan, Guy Bellis, Claude King, Evan Thomas, Paul Newland, Marie | 
Burton, Carol Parker, Ruth Rogers, Louise Seidel, Jane Simmons, Chery] | 
Walker. Dorothy White. 


‘PARIS HONEYMOON’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by Harlan Thomp- | 
son; directed by Frank Tuttle; screen play by Frank Butler and Don Hart- 
man; based.on a story by Angela Sherwood; photographed by Karl Struss. | 
Cast: Bing Crosby, Franciska Gaal, Akim Tamiroff, Ben Blue, Edward | 
Everett Horton, Shirley Ross, Rafaela Ottiano, Keith Kenneth, George | 
Gay, Norah Gale, Laurie Lane, Louise Seidel, Paula de Cardo, Evelyn | 
Keyes, Harriette Haddon, Maria Doray, Louise Seidel, Judy King, Janet | 
Waldo, Cheryl Walker, Marion Weldon, Dorothy White. 


‘THE ARKANSAS TRAVELER’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by George | 
Arthur; directed by Alfred Santell; screen play by Viola Brothers Shore | 
and George Sessions Perry; based on story by Jack Cunningham; photo- 
graphed by Leo Tover. Cast: Bob Burns, Fay Bainter, Jean Parker, John 
Beal, Lyle Talbot, Irvin S. Cobb., Dickie Moore, Ralph Remley, Hallene 
Hill, Walter Soderling, Bernard Suss, A. S. Byron. 


‘ESCAPE FROM YESTERDAY’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by Jeff 
Lazarus; directed by Alfred E. Green; original story and screen play by 
Ferdinand Reyher and John C. Moffitt; photographed by William Mellor. 
Cast: Akim Tamiroff, Frances Farmer, Leif Erikson, Lynne Overman, 
Vladamir Sokoloff, Wade Crosby, Dewey Robinson, William Newell, John 
Bliefer, Alex Woloshin, James Flavin. 


ILLEGAL TRAFFIC’ (for 1938-39 release), general manager office pro- 
duction: directed by Louis King; no writing credits released as yet; photo- 
graphed by Henry Sharpe. Cast: J. Carroll Naish, Mary Carlisle, Robert 
Preston, Judith Barrett, Richard Stanley, Richard Denning, John Hart, 
Philip Warren, Dorothy Howe, Sheila Darcy, Dolores Casey. 


‘KING OF ALCATRAZ’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by front office; 
directed by Robert Florey: original story and screen play by Irving Reis; | 
photographed by Harry Fischbeck. Cast: Gail Patrick, Lloyd Nolan, J. 
Carrol Naish, Robert Preston, Virginia Dabney, Nora Cecil, Harry Carey, 
Porter Hall, Richard Denning, Dorothy Howe, Anthony Quinn, John Hart, 
Philip Warren, Harry Worth, Tom Tyler, Gustav von Seyffertitz, Eddie 
Marr, Paul Fix, John Harmon, Jack Knoche, Dick Rich, Emory Parnell. 


‘SONS OF THE LEGION’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by front office; 
directed by James Hogan; original and screen play by Lillie Hayward, | 
Lewis Foster and Robert F. McGowan; photographed by Charles Schoen- 
baum. Cast: David O’Connor, Billy Lee, Billy Cook, Evelyn Keyes, Eliza- 
beth Patterson, Tim Holt, Lynne Overman, William Frawley, Richard 
Tucker, Johnnie Morris, George Billings, Wally Albright, Sammy McKim, 
Benny Bartlett, Edward Pawley, Lucille Ward, Arthur Singer, Walter 
Titley, Tom Dugan, David Holt, Charley Peck, Sonny Boy Williams, James 
T. Mack, Carl Harbaugh, Ronnie Paige, Keith MacKenzie. 


‘CAMPUS CONFESSIONS’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by front | 
office; directed by George Archainbaud; original and screen play by Lloyd | 
Corrigan and Erwin Gelsey; photographed by Henry Sharpe. Cast: Hank’ | 
Luisetti, Betty Grable, Eleanore Whitney, William Henry, John Arledge, 
Fritz Feld, Roy Gordon, Thurston Hall, Richard Denning, Matty Kemp, | 
Bill Carey, Billy Wilkerson, Pat West, Russell Wade, Jack Murphy, Howard | 
Pine, Louis Tarleton, Madge Collins, Dick Clayton, Maxine Leslie, Pat 
Wing, Alex Pollard, Neil Fitzgerald, Nora Gale, Lane Chandler, Sumner 
Getchell, Dick Elliott, Mary Gordon, Mary Korman, Ruth Rogers, Cheryl | 
Walker, Edgar Norton, Si Jenks, Gennaro Curci, John Hart, Edward Van | 
Sloan, Dick Winslow, Ray Brown, John Heistand. 


‘SUNSET TRAIL,’ formerly titled ‘SILVER TRAIL PATROL’ (for 1938- | 
38 season), produced by Harry Sherman; directed by Les Selander; screen 
play by Norman Houston, from story by Clarence E. Mulford; photo- 
graphed by Russel Harlan. Cast: William Boyd, George Hayes, Russell | 
Hayden, Charlotte Wynters, Jane Clayton, Robert Fiske, Catharine Shel- | 
don, Maurice Cass, Anthony Nace, Kenneth Harlan, Alphonse Ethier, | 
Glenn Strange, Jack Rockwell, Tom London, Claudia Smith, 








Paramount Pix Now in Production | 

‘ZAZA’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by Albert Lewin; directed by | 
George Cukor; screen play by Zoe Akins; from play by Pierre Berton and | 
Charles Simon; photographed by Charles Lang. Cast: Claudette Colbert, 
Herbert Marshall, Bert Lahr, Helen Westley, Constance Collier, Genivie 
Tobin, Rex O'Malley, Rex Evans, Walter Catlett, Robert C. Fischer, Ernest | 
Cossart, John Sutton, Michael Brooke, Phillip Warren, Alexander Leftwich, 
Janet Waldo, Fredrika Brown, Dorothy Dayton, Harriett Haddon, Helaine | 
Moler, Dorothy White, Duncan Renaldo, Hala Linda, Tom Ricketts. , | 


‘THANKS FOR THE MEMORY’ (for 1938-39 release); executive pro-- 
ducer, Harold Hurley; associate, Mel Shauer; directed by George Archain- 
baud; from play by Albert Hackett and Frances Goodrich; photographed 
by Karl Struss. Cast: Bob Hope, Shirley Ross. Charlie Butterworth, Otto 
Kruger, Hedda Hopper, Roscoe Karns, Lavra Hope Crews, Elizabeth Pat- 
terson, Patricia Wilder, Eddie Anderson, Jack Norton, Edward Gargan. 


‘ST. LOUIS BLUES’ (for 1938-39 release), produced by Jeff Lazarus; 
directed by Raoul Walsh; screen play by John C. Moffitt and Malcolm 
Stuart Boylan; based on adaptation by Frederick Hazlitt Brennan of story 
by Eleanore Griffin and William Rankin; additional dialog by Virginia 
Van Upp; photographed by Theodor Sparkuhl. Cast: Lloyd Nolan, Dorothy 
Lamour, Tito Guizar, Jessie Ralph, Maxine Sullivan, William Frawley, 
Punkins Parker, Jerome Cowan, Matty Malneck and His Boys. 


‘SCOTLAND YARD VS. BULLDOG DRUMMOND’ (for 1938-39), pro- 
duced by Stuart Walker for Harold Hurley unit; directed by James Hogan; 
original story by H. C. ‘Sapper’ McNiele: photographed by Ted Tetzlaff. 
Cast: John Howard, Heather Angel, H. B. Warner, Reginald Denny, E. E. 
Clive, Elizabeth Patterson, George Zucco, Jean Fenwick, Leonard Mudie, 
Clyde Cook, David Clyde, Ferdinand Munier, John Rogers. 


‘SAY IT IN FRENCH)’ produced and directed by Andrew Stone; screen 
Play by Frederick Jackson from play by Jacques Deval; photographed by 
ictor Milner. Cast: Ray Milland, Olympe Bradna, Irene Hervey, Janet 
Beecher. Evelyn Keyes, Erik Rhodes, Walter Kingsford, Holmes Herbert, 
ertrude Sutton, Forbes Murray, Billy Danicls. 


‘FRONTIERSMAN,’ produced by Harry Sherman; directed by Leslie 
Selander; screen play by Norman Huston from original story by Clarence 

E. Mulford; additional dialog by Harrison Jacobs; photographed by Rus- 

Sell Harlan. Cast: William Boyd, George Hayes, Russell Hayden, Evelyn 
enable, William Duncan, Clara Kimball Young, Charles Hughes, Dickie 
ones, Roy Barcroft, Emily Fitzroy, John Beach. 


| 


| son Collison. 
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RKO-Radio = itt 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
MOMEEO oc ctccecees 50 3 2 5 40 40 
Sol Lesser....... 3 0 1 0 2 2 
Herbert Wilcox... 1 0 0 0 1 1 
MEE Sah oka os 54 3 3 5 43 43 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘MR. DOODLE KICKS OFF,’ produced by Robert Sisk; directed by | 


Leslie Goodwins; screen play by Bert Granet for story by Mark Kelly; 


LESSER LOADED 
WITH 7 BY JAN. 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 














photographed by Russell Metty. Cast: Joe Penner, June Travis, Richard | 


Lane, Billy Gilbert, Ben Alexander, Alan Bruce, William Davidson, George 
Irving, Pierre Watkins, Frank Thomas, Wesley Barry. 

‘ROOM SERVICE’ (for 1938-39), produced by Pandro Berman; directed 
by William Seiter; screen play by Morrie Ryskind from stage play by John 
Murray and Allen Boretz; photographed by Roy Hunt. 


' McBride. 


Principal Productions, strength- 
ened by a combination of Sol Lesser 
with Jed Buell, has the heaviest 
schedule in its history, with seven 
features slated to roll before Janu- 
ary, in addition to ‘Peck’s Bad Boy 


| With the Circus,’ now in production. 


Cast: Three Marx | 
| Brothers, Ann Miller, Lucille Ball, Frank Albertson, Cliff Dunstan, Donald 


‘THE MAD MISS MANTON,’ produced by P. J. Wolfson; directed by | 


Leigh Jason; screen play by Fred Finklehoffe from original story by Wil- 
Cast: Barbara Stanwyck, Henry Fonda, Eleanor Hansen, 
Sam Levene. 

‘RENEGADE RANGERS,’ formerly titled ‘RANGER CODE,’ produced 
by Bert Gilroy; directed by David Howard; screen play by Oliver Drake 


| from story by Bennett Cohen; photographed by Harry Wild. Cast: George 


O’Brien, Rita Hayworth, Ray Whitley, Tim Holt, Cecilia Callejo, William 


| Royale, Charles Stevens, Neal Hart. 


‘ANNABEL TAKES A TOUR’ (for 1938-39), produced by Lou Lusty; 
directed by Lew Landers; screen play by Olive Cooper and Bert Granet; 
photographed by Russell Metty. Cast: Jack Oakie, Lucille Ball, Frances 
Mercer, Ruth Donnelly, Ralph Forbes, Bradley Page, Pepita, Chester 
pees Rafael Storm, Jean Rouverol, Donald MacBride, Alice White, Rita 

ould. 

‘A MAN TO REMEMBER’. (for 1938-39), produced by Robert Sisk; di- 
rected by Garson Kanin; screen play by Dalton Trumbo; original by 
Katharine Havilland-Taylor; photographed by J. Roy Hunt. Cast: 
Shirley, Lee Bowman, Edward Ellis, Frank M. Thomas, Dickie 
Granville Bates, Harlan Briggs, Julius Tannen. 


RKO-Radio Pictures Now in Production 
‘GUNGA DIN’ (for 1938-39), produced and directed by George Sievens; 


| all 


‘Fisherman's Wharf’ starts Sept. 20, 


and ‘Peck’s Bad Boy With Wings,’ 
Oct. 1 along with ‘Valley of the 
Midgets,” with a half-pint cast. Other 
starting dates are: Nov. 15, ‘Alamcda 
Boy,’ Nov. 30, untitled Bobby Breen 
starrer; Dec. 15, ‘The Silver Skates,’ 


Starring Irene Dare; Dec. 27, ‘Peck’s 

Bad Boy and the Hypnotist.’ 
Releases have been arranged for 

but the Irene Dare series, now 


| the subject of a dicker with United 


Artists. RKO is releasing the Breens 


'and ‘Pecks,’ and Columbia is taking 
| care of the midgets. 


| 


Anne | 
Jones, | 


HARRIS REPORTED TO 
HAVE ALDINE, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 6 
Well-founded reports current, al- 
though denied by outfit’s higher-ups, 


screen play by Ben Hecht and Charles MacArthur; photographed by Joe | that Harris Amus. Co. has taken over 


August. Cast: Cary Grant, Victor McLaglen, Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Joan | the old Aldine theatre here. 


Fontaine, Eduardo Ciannelli, Sam Jaffe, Montagu Love, Lumsden Hare. 


‘MIRACLE RACKET,’ produced by B. P. Fineman; directed by Les 
Goodwins; screen play by Saul Elkins and Joseph Pagano; original by 
Saul Elkins; photographed by Nick Musuraca. Cast: Sally Eilers, Ann 
Miller, Lee Bowman, Alma Kruger, Paul Guilfoyle, Jonathan Hale, Jack 
Arnold, Cecil Kellaway. 


| 
| 


‘PECK’S BAD BOY WITH THE CIRCUS,’ produced by Sol Lesser; asso- | 


ciate producer, Leonard Fields; directed by Edward Cline; no writing 
credits released yet; photographed by Jack McKenzie. Cast: Tommy 
Kelly, Ann Gillis, Edgar Kennedy, Spanky McFarland, Benita Hume, Fay 
Helm, William Demarest, Wade Boteler, Grant Mitchell, Nana Bryant. 


Republic 





Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promise: pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
SE -soweee rere 59 3 1 3 52 = 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews: 


‘OVERLAND STAGE RAIDERS’ (for 1938-39), produced by William 
Berke; directed by George Sherman; screen play by Luci Ward; photo- 
graphed by William Nobles. Cast: John Wayne, Ray Corrigan, Max Ter- 
hune, Louise Brooks, Frank La Rue, Charles Whittaker, Duke R. Lee, 
Edwin Gaffney, Jr., Anthony Marsh, George Plums, George Sherwood. 


‘DOWN IN ARKANSAW,’ produced by Armand Schaefer; directed by 


Nick Grinde; original and screen play by Dorrell and Stuart McGowan; | 


photographed by Ernie Miller. Cast: Weaver Brothers, Elviry, Ralph 
Byrd, June Storey, Pinkie Tomlin, Guinn Williams, Berton Churchill, 
Galli Sisters. 

‘NIGHT HAWK,’ produced by Herman Schlom; directed by Sidney 
Salkow; original screen play by Earl Felton; photographed by Jack Marta. 
Cast: Robert Armstrong, June Travis, Robert Livingston, Joseph Downing, 
Roland Gott, Robert Homans, Paul Fix. 


Republic Pix Now in Production 


‘PRAIRIE MOON,’ produced by Harry Grey; directed by Ralph Staub; 
screen play by Betty Burbridge and Stanley Roberts; photographed by 
William Nobles. Cast: Gene Autry, Smiley Burnette, Shirley Deane, 
David Gorcey, Tommy Ryan, Walter Tetley, Stanley Andrews, William 
Pawley, Rafael Bennett, Warner Richmond, Tom London. 


20th Century-Fox 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in| 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
| errr ere ° 55 v 5 8 35 35 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


House 
originally gave Louis K. Sidney his 
start 15 years ago and long-term 
Loew lease on property expired Aug. 
31, For a time a big money-maker, 
it became a white elephant in 1932 
and has since been closed, with 
Loew’s continuing to pay heavy 
rental under terms of agreement. 
For a time, Fulton theatre, Shea- 
Hyde property, paid part of Aldine 
rental in return for Metro pix 
which Loew’s Penn didn’t use, but 
that was later assumed by Loew-WB 
combo at start of pooling arrange- 
ment between these two circuits 
couple of years ago. 
Understood that MHarrises 
probably use house for ‘B’ vaude 
and slough pix. Harris outfit has 
only one first-run site, Alvin, and 
for product has already lined up Re- 
public and Monogram in addition to 
regular 75% of 20th-Fox and Uni- 
versal. Obvious they wouldn’t have 
gone in for output of two indies 


will 





without another downtown outlet, 
substantiating the Aldine rumors de- 
spite denials, 


Old $10,600 Claims on 2 
1923 Notes Pursue WB 


Warner Bros., Jack L., Harry M., 
Albert and (the late) Sam, as in- 
dividuals and partners, were sued 
yesterday in N. Y. supreme court by 
Sylvia Cowane, assignee of the for- 
mer Kwality Pictures, Inc., for $10,- 
600 and interest from 1923 for fail- 
ing to make good two checks for 
that amount under a contract with 
Kwality. The plaintiff has moved 
the court to issue an order of at- 
tachment which would tie up any 
property Jack Warner may have in 











‘STRAIGHT, PLACE AND SHOW’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by | 
David Hempstead; directed by David Butler; from Damon Runyon’s story; | 


Merman, Robert Allen, Sidney Blackmer, George Barbier. 

‘SUEZ’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by Gene Markey; directed by 
Allan Dwan; screen play by Julien Josephson and Phillip Dunne; original 
by Sam Duncan; photographed by Peverell Marley. Cast: Loretta Young, 
Tyrone Power, Annabella, Henry Stephenson, Thomas Beck, Sidney Black- 


mer, J. Edward Bromberg, Joseph Schildkraut, Sig Rumann, Leon Ames, | 


Rafaela Ottiano, Maurice Moscovich. Nigel Bruce. 
‘BY THE DAWN’S EARLY LIGHT?’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by 


ve photographed by Ernest Palmer. Cast: Ritz Brothers, Phyllis Brooks, Ethel | 


| 
| 
! 
| 


| 


Edward Kaufman; directed by Gregory Ratoff; original by Gene Markey; | 


photographed by Karl Freund. Cast: Warner Baxter, Alice Faye, Charles 


Winninger, Keye Luke, Arthur Treacher, Willie Fung, Doris Lloyd, Leonid | 


Snegoff. 

‘SUBMARINE PATROL,’ formerly titled ‘WOODEN ANCHORS,’ for- 
merly titled ‘SPLINTER FLEET’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by Gene 
Markey: directed by John Ford; screen play by Rian James, Darrell Ware 
and Jack Yellen from story by Ray Milholland and Charles B. Milholland; 
photographed by Arthur Miller Cast: Richard Greene, Nancy Kelly, 
George Bancroft, Slim Summerville, Douglas Fowley, Joan Valerie, Pres- 
ton Foster, John Carradine, Warren Hymer, Elisha Cook, Jr.. Ward Bond, 
Maxie Rosenbloom, Harry Strang, Russ Clark, Charles Tannan, Dick 
Hogan, Henry Armetta, J. Farrell MacDonald, George E. Stone, George 
Humbert. 


‘HOLD THAT CO-ED’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by David Hemp- | 


stead; directed by George Marshall; no writing credits released yet; no 
photography assignment. Cast: Marjorie Weaver, Georg: Murphy, John 
Barrymore, Joan Davis, Jack Haley, Ruth Terry, Johnny Downs, Paul! 
Hurst, Billy Benedict, Donald Meek, Paul McVey. 

‘SHARPSHOOTERS’ (first Camera Daredevils series) ‘for 1938-39 sea- 
son). produced by Sol M. Wurtzel; directed by James Tinling; sereen play 
by Robert Ellis and Helen Logan: photographed by Barney McGill. Cast: 
Brian Donlevy, Wally Vernon, Lynn Bari, C. Henry Gordon, Douglas 
Dumbrille, Sidney Blackmer. 

‘FIVE OF A KIND’ (for 1938-39 season), associate producer, Kenneth 
Macgowan; directed by Herbert I. Leeds; original screen play by Lon 

(Continued on page 19) 


the state, pending trial of the ac- 
tion. 

Plaintiff claims that in November, 
1923. Jack Warner on behalf of the 
other defendants had issued two 
separate notes totaling the amount 
sued for, for ‘merchandise and serv- 


|ices rendered by Kwality’ and that 


the checks 
stopped. 


were subsequently 


From Stude to Producer 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 
Richard Bare, recent graduate of 
the film course at the University of 
Southern California, produves a color 
short, ‘Miracles of Sport,’ for War- 
ners release this fall. 
Briefie is based on 
syndicated stories of 
sporting feats. 


Bob Edgren’s 
ou'standing 


S. W. KIDS’ SHORTS 
Oklahoma City, Sept. 6. 

Melton Barker, Hollywood pro- 
ducer, has been contracted to film 
several two-reel comedies sintilar to 
the ‘Our Cang’ series, using Okla- 
homa children for talent. 

In Tulsa, Southwestern Theatres, 
with approximately 30 houses in the 
state is sponsoring one group of 
shorts; Standard Theatres is back- 
ing the project in Oklahoma City. 
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"Well, Sir, here we are again; everything’s 


turned out swell. Exhibitors all over the country 


are looking toward New York and the crowds 


storming into Radio City Music Hall are giving 


them the answer. Critics are raving about our 
picture and five audiences*a day in the biggest 
theatre in the world are enthusiastically giving 
indication of their enjoyment. 


"If our picture makes the world just a little 
better place to live in, that’s all we ask. 
As for the rest... we leave it up to You.” 


* Radio City Music Hall in an effort to 
handle the business after the opening day 


changed its schedule to five shows daily 
G 


GENERAL RELEASE SEPTEMBER 29tH 
A COLUMBIA PICTURE 








frank Capas 
YOU CANT TAKE IT WITH YOU 


JEAN 


ARTHUR: BARRYMORE - STEWART: ARNOLD 


MISCHA AUER - ANN MILLER - ~ SPRING BYINGTON 


Samu el S$. Hi nds * Donald Me H. B. Warne 
Based on the Pulitzer Prize Play by George $. Kaufman and Moss Hart 
Screen play by Rebert Riskin* Directed by FRANK CAPRA 
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| 
pance Production Chart ner: ogines screen play by Joseph West; photographed by Gus Peterson. 
Ad s , Cast: Bo aker, Hal Taliaferro, Dorothy Fay, Jack Rockwell, Carleton ° . 
| Young, Forrest Taylor, Glenn Strange. | RadicStillPeeved 
| Universal Pix Now in Production 
(Continued from page 17) ‘THAT CERTAIN AGE, produced by Joe Pasternak; directed by Edward : : a 7 
ick; i st: Di Ludwig; original story by F. Hugh Herbert; screen play by Bruce Manning, | (Continued from page % 
Breslon and John Patrick; photographed by Daniel B. Clark. Cast: Dionne }UGW!S, Original story by ugh creen play by) inning, 


; ts, Jean Hersholt, Claire Trevor, Inez Courtney, Cesar Romero, | Charles Brackett and Billy Wilder; photographed by Joe Valentine. ee 
ee arvilie, John Qualen, Henry Wilcoxon, John Russell, Jane Dar- | Cast: Deanna Durbin, Jackie Cooper, Irene Rich, John Holliday, Melvyn g better job of this magnitude in the 
mee Joan Valerie. | Douglas, Jackie Searle, Juanita Quigley, Addison Richards. | black and white. They did not 
w aust AROUND THE CORNER?’ (for 1938-39 season), produced ne | “SERVICE DE LUXE’ (for 1938-39), produced by Edmund Grainger;| deny that radio outlets might come 
David Hempstead; directed by Irving Cummings; screen play by J. P. | directed by Rowland V. Lee; no writing credits released yet; photographed | jnto the picture later on to give it 
icEvoy and Ethel Hill; original story by Kenneth Earle and Howard | by George Robinson. Cast: Constance Bennett, Vincent Price, Charles the necessary momentum to put the 
Smith; songs by Walter Bullock and Harold Spina; photographed by Arthur | Ruggles, Mischa Auer, Helen Broderick, Joy Hodges. | program over, if it needs a little 
Miller. Cast: Shirley Temple, Joan Davis, Bill Robinson, Charles Farrell, | ‘THE LAST EXPRESS,’ produced by Irving Starr; directed by Otis Gar- prodding. The radio bunch is doing 
Bert Lahr, George Barbier, Franklin Pangborn, Bennie Bartlett, Amanda; rett; screen play by Edmund L. Hartmann from novel by Baynard Ken- 


i he a . a watchful waiting, hoping that ink 
Duff. | drick. Cast: Kent Taylor, Adrianne Ames, Don Brodie, Greta Granstedt, might aa do the job in the proper 
20th-Fox Pix Now in Production ; Paul Hurst, Shaw and Lee, Edward Raquello. ‘ay, and they might be called to the 
\f ; | r : : , way, and they g P Call 
‘JESSE JAMES’ (for 1938-39), produced by Nunnally Johnson; directed | “THE STORM,’ produced by Ken Goldsmith; directed by Harold Young: pecoue 
by Henry King; no writing credits released yet; photographed by George | screen play by Hugh King, Daniel Moore and George Yohalem from origi- ‘ 
Barnes. Cast: Tyrone Power, Henry Fonda, Nancy Kelly, Walter Bren- | nal by Hugh King and Daniel Moore; photographed by Milton Krasner. . 
nan, John Carradine, J. Edward Bromberg, Brian Donlevy, Douglas . Cast: Charles Bickford, Bart mn MacLane, Prestun Foster, Tom Brown, Norfolk’s Press-Radio Bally 
Fowley, Jane Darwell, Donald Meek, Ernest Whitman. Andy Devine, Frank Jenks, Samuel Hinds. Norfolk. § G 
i F : 33-¢ . i Norfolk, Sept. 6 
‘DOWN ON THE FARM’ (for 1933-39), Jones Family feature produced |; 


Norfolk theatres took a heavy ad- 
vertising splash on the $250,000 
Movie Quiz contest in the local 
papers and over WTAR and WGH 


by John Stone; directed by Malcolm St. Clair; no writing credits released 
yet; photographed by Edward Snyder. Cast: Jed Prouty, Spring Byington, W 

Louise Fazenda, Russell Gleason, Ken Howell, George Ernest, June Carl- | arners 
son, Florence Roberts, Billy Mahan, Roberta Smith, Marvin Stephens, | ae 
Eddie Collins, Dorris Bowdon. 


Now Balance to Sept. 1. Full impact of tieup was 
‘A VERY PRACTICAL JOKE’ (for 1938-39). produced by Howard J Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in felt in opening performances of 
Green; directed by Ricardo Cortez; screen play by Jerry Cady; based on of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- | ‘Carefree’ at Newport and ‘Three 
a story by Ben Ames Williams; photographed by Virgil Miller. Cast: Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion Loves Has Nancy’ at the Loew’s 
Michael Whalen, Jean Rogers, Chick Chandler, June Gale, Douglas Fowley, Total ............. 52 0 8 12 32 32 State. with ‘Marie Antoinette,’ get- 
Jane Darwell, Theodore nes inter . | Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: ting first rate buildup from the ex- 
‘MR. MOTO TAKES A VACATION,’ produced by Sol M. Wurtzel; di- , . : s ay ; yloitation. 
rected by Norman Foster: no writing credits released yet; photographed SECRETS OF AN AC TRESS, formerly titled ‘WOMAN HABIT, for ‘ Special sections were issucd by the 
by Charles Clarke. Cast: Peter Lorre, Virginia Field, John King, Joseph to nt LOVELY a ay tg — ee =~ by Wil- Bartemouth (Ve.) Star and the Mere 
chi ¢ ionel Atwill, Iva Stewart, George P. Huntley, Victor Var- | Jam Kelgniey, original screen play by Rowland Leigh, Milton Krims and Pggasn ig i. es ; 
— Lionel : : | Julius Epstein; photographed by Sid Hickox. Cast: Kay Francis, George folk (Va.) Le eo yi a 
. P ; . ‘ ; Oe tie . tar. | Brent, Ian Hunter, Gloria Dickson, Isabel Jeans, Dennie Moore, Gloria | Virginian-Pilot. They were crammec 
‘THE ARIZONA WILDC AT, produced by John Stone; directed by Her- Blondell, Rosella Towne, John Ridgeley, Penny Singleton, Larry Williams, | with pictures and carried sketches 
bert I. Leeds; no writing credits released yet; photographed by Lucien : : 


Selmer Jackson, Herbert Rawlinson, Emmet Vogan, James B. Carson, | of the 

Grace Hayle, Marion Alden, Paulette Evans, Eddie Graham, Stuart Holmes 

| Jack Goodrich, Arthur Houseman, Jack Mower, Olaf Hytten, John Harren 
‘BROTHER RAT,’ produced by Robert Lord; directed by William Keigh- | ; ; aoe : 

United Artists ley; screen play by Jerry Wald and Richard Macaulay from the play by Quckertown’s Radio Buildup Off 


lights in the motion 


Andriot. Cast: Jane Withers, Leo Carrillo, Pauline Moore, Henry Wil- picture wv aiid 
coxon, Etienne Girardot. i ee Eee 


John Monks, Jr., and Fred Finkelhoffe; photographed by Ernie Hallor Philadelphia, Sept. 6. 

Cast: Wayne Morris, Priscilla Lane, Jane Wyman, Johnny ‘Scats’ Davis, Former spirit of cooperation and 

| Henry O'Neill, Ronald Reagan, Jessie Busley, Louise Beavers, William | ggoq fellowship between films and 
Now Balance to ; Tracey, Edward Albert, Gordon.Oliver. a it hs gg . re 


: . a . ‘ —_ radio, whic 12s been gradually 
Number Number Now on Be Placed Stories in| «aNGELS WITH DIRTY FACES,’ produced by Sam Bischoff; directed porn aa co ei ti phe blew 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- | by Michael Curtiz; original story by Roland Brown; photographed by Sol ©” it] ee om d oi , By ia 1 ee this 

Promised pleted ang Rooms Cameras tion | Polito. Cast: James Cagney, Pat O’Brien, Ann Sheridan, Humphrey Bo- “y bala: " we 1 alegre adkigiad ere 

Samuel Goldwyn.. 4 0 1 0 3 | gart, Billy Halop, Bobby Jordan, Leo Gorcey, Bernard Punsley, Gabriel Week as result of the failure of the 

Selznick cette oe 2 0 1 1 0 0 | Dell, Huntz Hall. ,*Best Entertainment’ committee to 

Walter Wanger.... : : ; i i | ‘CURTAIN CALL,’ produced by Bryan Foy: directed by John Farrow; incluce radio in its advertising 

Chaplin ......+. sad 8 0 1 1 6 6 | screen play by Mark Hellinger from magazine story by Faith Baldwin; budget. 

Roach nema, ©0499 ps 4 0 0 4 9 | photographed by James Wong Howe. Cast: Kay Francis, lan Hunter, Two stations announced definitely 

London Films..... fi Fis. ae pi Pa Po | Janet Chapman, Melville Cooper, Donald Crisp, John Litel, Ian Keith. that they are through with all chat- 

TOT cc cscssase 28 2 4 2 21 19 | ‘TORCHY GETS HER MAN,’ formerly titled ‘TORCHY FINDS OUT,’ ter, gessip, criticism or anything that 


; a : produced by Bryan Foy; directed by William Beaudine; no writing credits can be construed as a plug for films. 
Pictures in the cutting room or awaiting previews are: released as yet; photographed by Arthur Todd. Cast: Glenda Farrell, 

‘THE YOUNG IN HEART,’ produced by David O. Selznick: directed by , Barton MacLane, Tom Kennedy, Willard Robinson, George Gould. 
Richard Wallace: screen play by Paul Osborne and Charles Bennett from | ‘BLACKWELLS ISLAND,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by William pe taken. A fifth station already 
novel by 1.A.R. Wylie, ‘The Gay Banditti’; photographed by Leon Shamroy. | McGann; original screen play by Crane Wilbur and Dave Marcus; photo- bans all such material ‘ 
Cast: Janet Gaynor, Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Paulette Goddard, Roland | graphed by Sid Hickox. Cast: John Garfield, Rosemary Lane, Morgan "ie outlete Aaidla abit off the 
Young, Billie Burke, Richard Carlson, Minnie Dupree, Margaret Early, | Conway, Peggy Shannon, Dick Purcell, Lottie Williams, Stanley Fields, $ : cha 


Similar step is being considered by 
iwo other outlets and will probably 


Charles Halton, Lya Lys, Eily Malyon, Henry Stephenson, Tom Ricketts. | Charley Foy, Norman Willis, Granville Bates, Raymond Barley, Jimmy film chatierers this week are WFIL 
‘THERE GOES MY HEART’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by Hal , O'Gatty, Wade Boteler, William Davidson, Walter Young. and WPEN. Exees of both stations 


Roach; associate producer, Milton H. Bren; directed by Norman McLeod;| ‘THE SISTERS,’ produced by David Lewis; directed by Anatole Litvak; let out With | blisterins statements. 
original screen play by Eddie Moran and Jack Jevne; photographed by | no writing credits released yet for adaptation of novel by Myron Brinig; C onsicering similar moves are WIP 
Norbert Brodine. Cast: Fredric March, Virginia Bruce, Patsy Kelly, Alan | photographed by Tony Gaudio. Cast: Bette Davis, Anita Louise, Jane and WDAS. WTEL for some weeks 
Mowbray, Nancy Carroll, Claude Gillingwater, Arthur Lake, Adia Kuznit- Bryan, Errol Flynn, Harry Travers, Beulah Bondi, Henry Davenport. has had a nix on film materigl. 
zoff, Mary Field, Pat Gleason, Greta Grandstedt, Moroni Olsen, Kenneth | ‘DEVIL’S ISLAND,’ formerly titled ‘RETURN OF DR. X,’ produced by Don Withycomb, WFIL gm., de- 
Harlan, Eugene Pallette, Etienne Girardot, Irving Pichel, William Davidson. Bryan Foy; directed by William Clemens; no writing ercdits released as clared, ‘It’s about time we. broad- 
— . ‘ ‘ : yet; photographed by George Barnes. Cast: Boris Karloff, Leonard Mudie, | egcters wok ‘or years ly- 
United Artists Pix Now in Production ; Frank Reicher, James Stephens, Pedro De Cordoba, Nat Carr, Tom Wilson, pac te aa end a Bape 
‘LADY AND THE COWBOY’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by Samuel Sidney Bracy. Stuart Holmes, Dino Corrado. John Harman. 1 yl ng ee ae te ar geo 
Goldwyn; directed by H. C. Potter; screen play by Sam Behrman from an | ‘KISS AND RUN,’ formerly titled ‘HOT HEIRESS,’ formerly titled the cake, too. _ Every year it gets a 
original by. Leo McCarey and Frank R. Adams; photographed by Grege ‘HEAD OVER HEELS,’ produced by Sam Bischoff; directed by Ray En- million dollars worth of free radio 
Toland. Cast: Gary Cooper, Merle Oberon, David Niven, Thomas | yics:.no writing credits released yet: photographed by Charles Rosher. | programs, free buildup for stars and 
Mitchell, Walter Brennan, Patsy Kelly, Mabel Todd, Fuzzy Knight, Henry | cast: Dick Powell, Olivia De Havilland, Allen Jenkins, Charles Winninger, | exploitation for its songs and pic- 
Kolker, Emma Dunn, Harry Davenport. Isable Jeans, Bonita Granville, Melville Cooper, Patric Knowles, Penny tures. Like 
‘TRADE WINDS,’ produced by Walter Wanger; directed by Tay Gar- Singleton. plugged along year after year wait- 
nett; screen play by Dorothy Parker, Alan Campbell and Frank R. Adams| ‘VALLEY OF THE GIANTS’ (in Technicolor), produced by Lou Edel- ing for the never-appearing bone of 
from original story by Tay Garnett; photographed by Rudolph Mate. Cast: man; directed by William Keighley; screen play by Seton Ll. Miller; from. . be oteiat : 7 é “9 : ‘-" 
Fredric March, Joan Bennett, Ralph Bellamy, Ann Sothern, Alan Baxter, | novel by Peter B. Kyne; photographed by Sol Polito; Allan Davey in charge wi ee _ ict ir _— we 
Robert Emmett O'Connor, Patricia Farr, Wilma Francis, Kay Linaker, | of Technicolor. Cast: Wayne Morris, Claire Trevor, Charles Bickford, Jack When the larder is full, radio gets 
Dorothy Tree, Phyllis Barry, Walter Bryon, Wilson Benge, Harry Paine, LaRue, John Litel, Frank McHugh, Donald Crisp, Russell Simpson, Dick the doghouse. From now on, as far 
Hooper Atchley, Franklin Parker, Lee Phelps, John Webb Dillion, Dick | Purcell, William Haade, Cy Kendall, Nat Carr, Wade Boteler, Helen Mac- as we are concerned, free plugs for 
Rush, Mrs. Sojin, Gloria Youngblood, Ethelreda Leopold, Marie DeForest, | Kellar, Sol Gross, Don Turner, Tom Wilson, Cliff Saum, William Pawley, | movies are out. 
Earl Wallace, Princess Luana, Paulita Arbivu, Iko Magara, Suzanne Frederick Burton, Pierre Watkins, Herbert Rawlinson, Trevor Bardette,| ‘If broadcasters all over the coun- 
Kaaren, Lotus Liu. i zaneee. Jack Mower. George Chandler, Frank Darien, Don Barclay. try would follow along the same 
‘TOPPER TAKES A TRIP,’ produced by Milton H. Bren for Hal Roach; | SPencer Canaries en enact’ , ' ‘line, Withycomb continued, ‘Holly- 
Seated by Merman 2. McLeod: sotein aie by Jack Jevne and Eddie | KING OF THE UNDERWORLD,’ formerly titled ‘UNLAWFUL,’ _ jl LORE ae find out how much a 
Moran from the Thorne Smith novel; photographed by Norbert Brodine. | duced by Bryan Foy; directed by Lew Seiler; screen play by George nea aaa’ ta 1 gee ; 
Cast: Constance Bennett. Roland Young, Billie Burke, Alan Mowbray, | Bricker; photographed by Sid Hickox. Cast: Kay Francis, James Stephen- ®Ss¢t radio is in keeping it going. 
Verree Teasdale, Alexander D'Arcy, Franklin Pangborn, Leon Belasco, son, Humphrey Bogart, John Eldredge, Jessie Busleigh, Harles Foy, Joe Motion pictures may be your best 
Irving Pichel oe sie 79 | Develin. Penny Singleton. : a . entertainment, as the magnates tell 
‘MADE FOR EACH OTHER,’ produced by David O. Selznick: directed | HEART OF THE NORTH’ (in Technicolor), produced by Bryan Foy;! you, but if it weren’t for radio a 


by John Cromwell; screen play by Jo Swerling; photographed by Leon | ort pd Nae Gee eee tc Ws ee pe ae wee te gi lot fewer people would know it’ 
; y 0! 5» ‘pe rtd, l¢ 4 atz rel by é y ery; otographed by | , a mie eer : 
Shamroy. Cast: Carole Lombard, James Stewart, Lucile Watson, Donald L. William O'Connell. Cast: Dick Foran, Margaret Lindsley, Gloria Dick- | WFIL was carrying 18'4 minutes 


a woeful doggie, radio 





Briggs. son, Janet Chapman, Patric Knowles, Allen Jenkins, James Stephenson, daily of film chatter and criticism. 

Alec Harford, Russell Simpson, Gordon Hart, Pedro de Cordoba, Jack Of that time, three and one-half 

‘ | Mower, John Harron, Anthony Averill, J. Crawthers. minutes is in the regular 15 minutes 

Universal | Warners Pix Now in Production | morning newscast of Al Stevens. 

| ‘WINGS OF THE NAVY,’ produced by Lou Edelman; directed by Lloyd 5t¢vens received orders to cut it at 

F Bacon; original screen play by Michael Fessier; photographed by Arthur OMmce. The other 15 minutes a day 

Now Balance to ... , | Edeson. Cast: George Brent, Olivia de Havilland, John Payne, Frank of film stuff is a commercial by 

Number Number Now __in Be Placed Stories in | McHugh, John Ridgeley, Henry O'Neill, John Litel, Regis Toomey, Donald | Barbara Young for John Davis, fur- 

of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before — | Briggs, Max Hoffman, Jr., John Gallaudet. |riers. Withycomb has no actual con- 

Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras a, =| ‘GOING PLACES,’ produced by Barney Glazer; directed by Ray En- | tro] over this program until the 

Pare P 48 3 4 7 34 34 | right; screen play by Maurice Leo, Jerry Wald, Sig Herzig; photographed contract ex sires aad eaaieeal he will 

Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews: | by Arthur Todd. Cast: Dick Powell, Anita Louise, Allen Jenkins, Walter nile it te pi the aaa sie t hi 

‘ - P ) i d by Barney Sarecky: | Catlett, Minna Gombell, Thurston Hall, Hal Huber. = I » &e sponsor to cnange 
‘RED BARRY’ (serial) (for 1938-39 season), produce ei a rc ‘d yaad ‘DAWN PATROL,’ produced by Robert Lord; directed by Edmund ‘te something else. 

directed by Ford Beebe and Alan James; screen pia? \ y Ca - Es ao Goulding; original screen play by Seton I. Miller and Don Totheroh. Cast: WPEN is carrying only 15 minutes 

Norman Hall, Ray Trampe; photographed by Jerry Ash. ast: Larry | Errol 


. pre Flynn, Melville Cooper, Basil Rathbone, Rodin Rathbone, David a week of film news, which will be 
(Buster) Crabbe. Frances Robinson, Edna Sedgwick. : | Niven, Barry Fitzgerald, Jaines Stephenson, Michael Brooke, Stuart Hall, eliminated. It is a su taining by 

‘YOUTH TAKES A FLING’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by Joe Past- | Norton Lowater. Edwina Snyder. WIP carries 15 
ernak; directed by Archie Mayo; original by Phil Epstein; screen play by ‘THEY MADE ME A CRIMINAL,’ produced by Benjamin Glazer: direct- ‘ | , 


re po $ @ ’ ninutes five nights a week by E. ] 

Myles Connolly; photographed by Rudolph Mate. cast: Joel McCrea. | eq by Busby Berkeley: screen play by Sig Herzig from story by Bertram fae i . M4 me rl nt = ee 

Andrea Leeds, Dorothea Kent, Frank Jenks. Granville Bates, Oscar O'Shea. Miljhauser and Beulah Dix: photographed by James Howe. Cast: John sheatageon 7 any 8S Se 

George Offerman, Jr., Frank Scully, Eddie August, Isabel Jeans. Garfield, Gloria Dickson, Beula Bondi, Claude Rains, Billy Halop, Huntz pase sr ig ae gt commercial 
ERT ERY . sone ; Q_s . “od he ax Golden: directe ‘ 4e ? ’. Gabriel Dell. Bobby Jordon. Bernard Punsley contract with Steel Pier expires on 
‘SWING THAT CHEER’ (for 1938-39), produced by Max Golden; directed | Hall, Leo Gorcey. Gabriel Dell. Bobb 3ernal isley. “ae tee 1 

by Harold | se wl onde by Thomas , hae and F. Maury Grossman; ‘TORCHY IN CHINATOWN,’ produced by Bryan Foy: directed by Wil- Sept. 15. WDAS has two 15-minute 

screen play by Charles Grayson; photographed by Elwood Bredell. Cast: | liam Beaudine: screen play by George Bricker; photographed by Warren shows a week by Pat Stanton in 


. ‘ te Y "a ‘oct: Cle 9 Farrel] Macl; . ' , AT a} nos fee ere , 
Tom Brown. Andy Devine, Robert Wilcox, Constance Moore, Stanley Lynch. Cast: Glenda Farrell. Barton MacLane, Henry O'Neill, Tom Ken hich he 


: | 7 fives gO sip and criticism, 
Hughes, Samuel S. Hinds, Ray Parker, Ernest Truex, ‘Doodles’ Weaver, | nedy, Janet Shaw. Dick Bond. Patric Knowles, James Stephenson, Andy 


Margaret Early Lawlor. Frank Shannon. George Guhl. Joe Cunningham, Jack Mov jars 
oe ‘gr eee | ee »' Charles Hickman. Bruce Mitchell. John Harron 

‘GU , 928-36 “( by Trem Carr; directed by Charles Hickman. Bruce } : ‘ , ; 
CeO NE eee soe oe 39 Joseph West; photographed by Gus Peter-| ‘WOMEN IN THE WIND.’ produced by Bryan Foy: directed by John Ned Brown East 
son. Cast: Bob Baker, Ha! Taliaferro, Marjorie Reynolds. Forest Taylor, Arndt iy Pe cy yg Fog a 5 amas ee, a bg bd Ned Brown, story heed for Ed- 
Glenn Strange, Jack Rockwell, Carleton Young, Georgia Odell. Aaosaed A egg ; * Bi a * i A ad 'Stephe neg Rage Moa Feat ms ton-Vineent and Feldman-Bium 

9 -—n ° , rose 100m, sneille srOmMmiey, ary . 4 ns, ankie 2UrKe, ! K ‘ 4 

‘PERSONAL SECRETARY,’ formerly titled ‘PRIVATE SECRETARY?~ : azencies in Hollywood, is east ef- 
formerly titled ‘THE COMET,’ produced by Max H. Golden; directed by ‘UNFIT TO PRINT,’ produced by’ Sam Bischoff: directed by Jame fecting deals with several New York 
Otis Garrett: screen play by Betty Laidlaw and Robert oe gee Flood: screen play by Earl Baldwin. Niven Busch. Lawrence Kimble and fent 
graphed by Stanley Cortez. Cast: William Gargan, Joy Hodges, Andy Robert Buckner from original story by Saul Elkins and Sally Sand! rt 


; vIn. | a reversal on both agencies’ 
€vine, Ruth Donnelly, Florence Roberts. nhotortranhed hy Charles Rosher. Cast: Pat O’Brien. Joan Blondell. Bobb: , 


, 7 is mer practice, when Rosalie Stew- 

‘BLACK BANDIT,’ Bob Baker western (for 1938-39 release). produced Jordan. Alan Baxter, Joe Cunningham, Douglas Dumbrille, Armand Kaliz rt } i thei tory department 

- saa ’ — “haga i saci — ‘ nmin Foct: Pages " - tJ f I! ory epartmen 

by Trem Carr: directed by Geol se W aggner, screen play by J to we oe Ed Nearing — . , ’ : +1 , } } nd ed 10 having her ow 
Photographed by Gus Peterson. Cast: Bob Baker, Hal Taliaferro, Mar- ‘PASSPORT TO LARKSPUR LANE,’ produced by Bryan Foy: directec , gqeret hrc, diay ae 
: > mic et ' 1. teense? i stnical — SS Trae pene ye Hanan wate ot ‘ : aie ay ont + nd not lif nied ‘omm) 
lorie Reynolds, Forest Taylor, Glenn Strange, Jack Rockwell by William Clemmens: 1 riting cred re'ea ' pho SONS 


‘PRAIRIE JUSTICE,’ produced by Trem Carr; directed by George Wagg- Lew O'Connell B 








ertre. . 


eared 


SS are 





VARIETY 


Wednesday detain 7, 1938 


























A lot of the fans are pronouncing the 
industry’s big Drive slogan this way: 


They call it “METRO-GOLDWYN- 
MAYER’S GREATEST YEAR.” 


Sensible when you consider what’s hap- 
pening. 


Starting with ‘‘Marie Antoinette’’ (Big!) 
Next release ‘Three Loves Has Nancy” 
(A joy!) 

Next release “Boys Town” (Watch!) 
Nextrelease‘‘Too HotTo Handle” (Hot!) 
And look over what’s coming below: 
(Also look over to the bottom of the next column to 


‘see how to merchandise what’s below.) 








uaPPy DAYS ARE HERE AGAIN: 


Great M-G-M Hits on the Way! 


OUT WEST WITH THE 
HARDYS 


Lewis Stone, Mickey Rooney 
and all the rest of your favorite 
screen family—back again in 
hilarious, heart-touching, ro- 
mantic all-new adventures! 





MARIE ANTOINETTE 
Norma Shearer and Tyrone 
Power in “ the 9 oe sins rf 
a royal bad-g 
REGULAR POPULAR 
PRICES while New York 
and Los Angeles pay $2! 





SWEETHEARTS 


In Technicolor is Victor 
Herbert's exciting operetta. 
Jeanette MacDonald and Nelson 
Eddy surpass the thrillsof* Rose 
Marie” and “Maytime” 


THE CITADEL 





BOYS TOWN 


Spencer Tracy and Mickey 
Rooney are teamed in a swell 
story that will tug at your 
heart-strings...The greatest 
heart-drama ever made! 


From the startling pages of 
Dr. A. J. Cronin’s best-selling 
novel comes this dramatic ro- 
mance with Robert Donat and 
Rosalind Russell. 





TOO HOT TO HANDLE 
The stars of “Test Pilot”, Clark 





Gable and Myrna Loy, in the 
romance of a daredevil ‘round- 
the-world newsreel cameraman. 


LISTEN DARLING 




















THE : SHINING HOUR 


Glamorous Joan Crawford—in 
a triumphant screen version of 
the brilliant long-run New York 
stage success...A romance to 
thrill you to the core! 


DRANATIC SCHOOL 








“Today's s  whitenaives boys” 





THE TWO GREATEST 
ACTORS ON THE 
SCREEN! 


With tears in your eyes you'll say it! 
With a laugh on your lips you'll agree 
it’s a fact. Spencer Tracy and Mickey 
Rooney in M-G-M’s sensational ‘‘Boys 
Town”’ will take your audience into 
their grasp and hold them with the 
power of drama, heart-throb and hu- 
manity from the opening thrill to the 
final punch-line! Remember Tracy in 
“San Francisco.” 
Here’s a role similar, 
powerful yet kindly. 
And as for that superb 
little trouper Mickey 
Rooney, wait ’till you 
see him swagger, get 
tough, get soft, laugh, 
fight, cry... it’s im- 
mense! Asure-fire hit The first medal for 


. “Boys Town.’ Par- 
even before the lines ents Maasine Auand 


begin to form at your for Best Movie. More 
box-office. coming! 


x~aewkeKk 


HOW TO GET A 
FULL PAGE IN 
YOUR PAPER! 


The best investment for your fheatre at 
season’s beginning is to tell them you’ve 
got M-G-M pictures. We’ve made that 
easy for you by preparing an Institu- 
tional Press Book, containing ad layouts, 

pictorial still lay- 
















































yyy ty outs, feature stories, 

eaters etc, With FREE 

, of every- 

thing! To the left is 

sepeaduction of an 

eee actual newspaper 

STABLEMATES 5 Sel page with an ad 

bee teat bene 49 sowie for ‘““Marie Antoi- 

laughs and thrills... Not since romantic ” 

“The Champ” such a drama! “ nette plus a two 

VACATION FROM Love COMING ee leg, column listing of 

ty ctor Seca EOS ST EEE eg) | Other pictures to 

Reginald Owen tor loughal “CHRIS; apr cate aaa *lM, sie En | come. In many cities 

a . cthers. a sv ==: <=.) | dealsarebeingmade 

Ge sortie | at eae | by Sheares with 

¥ he NY Tracy and Magda as so — 

- Va | Day’ Ay ee aie where the balance 

me rearwairz tae | | met S24! | of the full page is 

ti os Me devoted to publicity 

drcovery Mile Keres wthe THE and photos. A lively 

Strauss I], the Waltz King. years. ..ai L way to start your 
season. [ty it. 





WATCH FOR 








LEO’S “GREAT 
WALTZ” 
CONTEST! 


It’s a honey for a 
honey of a picture. 
Plenty of promotion 
for “The Great 
Waltz” including one of Leo’s big post- 
ing campaigns. Thousands of stands in 


1200 cities. (An eyeful—below. ) 





i ee | : 
LUISE RAINER - ERNAND ERAVET - mL cA "KORIUS 
RAN HERE RT = CROMEL APRS 


A MIRO Pereen re PANS PETERS 
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ISN’T IT TRUE! 


The life-blood of this business is show- 
manship and your pal Leo gave film biz 
another shot in the arm this week, 
Always something new. That Trackless 
Train. That Travelling Studio. And now 
the trade press is agog with M-G-M’s 

‘Marionette Moviettes.”” Now starting 
a countrywide tour and then around the 
world! Marionettes enacting scenes from 
‘“Marie Antoinette’’ with synchronized 
records of the stars themselves deliver- 
ing the dialogue. Thrilling to hear, 
Fascinating to watch. It created a traffic 
bedlam on blase Broadway. Other big 
forthcoming attractions will be added _ to 
the repertoire as it proceeds o on its s way, 











Photo of Leo’s latest trick! 
Kk KK 


“MARIE” A SOLID HIT! 


What a whale of an attraction to open 
the season with! It’s a house-packer, 4 
critic-charmer, A HOLD-OVER EVERY- 
WHERE! Smacked across with high- 


powered showmanship. 


Another big stunt for ‘‘Marie”’ is click- 
ing lustily. It’s the “MARIE ANTOI- 
NETTE FREE TRIP TO FRANCE 
CONTEST.” More than 200 big-time, 
big-city papers are already running it, 
with 3000 more newspapers actually 
lined up to start! 


Ten free round-trips to ooh-la-la Paree, 
with exhibitors participating in addition 
to the public. That means you! 


A great attraction plus high-powered 
promotion is an unbeatable combina- 
tion. And the results prove it. 


It’s a pet of a show and showmen have 
a pet name for it. 


Affectionately they’re saying: 
“SWEET MARIE!” 


Leo 
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Bioff Out of TATSE as U.S. Pushes 
Probe; Douglas for Prez of SAG 





Hollywood, Sept. 6. 


no organization had the right to 


Announcement that William Bioff| Waive the state minimum wage. 


was bowing out as boss of West 
Coast studio locals of the Interna- 
tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees overshadowed all Guild 
fights for producer recognition. 
George E. Browne, IA international 
president, wired his Coast offices 
that Bioff was severing all official 
connection with the organization. 
Shortly after this 
was received it was disclosed that 
federal agents are still here in- 
vestigating the receipt by Bioff of 
$100,000 shortly after settlement of 
the studio strike last summer. Pat 
Casey and other producer repre- 
sentatives have been questioned by 
G-men, and the financial records of 


announcement 


various studios are being scru- 
tinized. 
Bioff admitted to a Sacramento 


grand jury that he 
money in a Hollywood safety de- 


posit box, but contended it was a’ to efforts by the SDG to show that | 
among | 


personal loan he had _ negotiated. 


Government is interested in the in-| the three groups. 


come tax angle. 

West Coast operation or the IATSE 
will be taken over by Harold Smith, 
another personal representative of 
President Browne, in collaboration 
with Harland Holmden, third vice- 
president of the IA. Smith is gen- 
erally popular with the member- 
ship. 

Plea of young writers for a mini- 
mum wage scale has won over the 
executive board of Screen Writers 
Guild, and minimum will be set at 
$100 per week if the proposal is 
okayed by the membership. Mini- 
mum has already-been approved by 
the board and ballots mailed to 
members. 


Scrib Agreement in Making 
Seven major studios have already 
contacted Screen Writers Guild and 


suggested they ‘get together and 
talk agreement.’ Companies are 
acting independently, however, in- 


stead of jointly as before 
monopoly suit was instituted by the 
government. 

Paramount was the first to con- 
tact the Guild. Metro, RKO-Radio, 


| 
| 
| 


| 


deposited the 


| 


anti- | 


Samuel Goldwyn, Columbia, Repub-! 


lic and Universal quickly followed 
suit. Companies advised the SWG 
that in offering to talk agreement 
they were not waiving any legal 
rights and were in no way rec- 


ognizing the jurisdiction of the Na-'! 


tional Labor Relations Board. 

Opening parley is scheduled for 
8 p.m. Wednesday (tomorrow) un- 
less the producers decide qualified 
acceptance by the SWG _ might 
jeopardize any future action that 
hight be taken in the courts. 

Studios which have not yet con- 
tacted the Guild are 20th-Fox, 
Warners, Monogram, Larry Dar- 
mour and Selznick-International. 


Douglas Wants to Be Prez 


Melvyn Douglas is a last-minute 
nomination for president of the SAG. 
He will oppose Ralph Morgan, se- 


| 


lected as a candidate by the Guild | 


nominating committee. 
Other nominees advanced by 
Senior members outside the admin- 


istration nominating committee are | 


Irving Pichel for recording secre- 
tary and J. Edward Bromberg, Doro- 
thy Petersen, Maurice Murphy and 
Robert Gleckler as members of the 
board of directors. 

Regular administration slate in ad- 
dition to Morgan is James Cagney 
and Joan Crawford for relection as 
first and second vice-presidents, re- 
spectively; Edward Arnold for third 
V.p., Paul Harvey for recording sec- 
Tetary and Porter Hall for treasurer. 

Board candidates selected by the 
nominating committee for three-year 
terms are Edward Arnold, Beulah 
Bondi, Ralph Byrd, Melvyn Douglas, 
Porter Hall, Paul Harvey, Hugh Her- 
bert, Howard Hickman, Peter Lorre, 
Edwin Stanley and Gloria Stuart 
Election is scheduled for Sept. 18 at 
general membership meeting. 

Universal executives and officials 
of the Boy Scouts of America have 
been instructed to appear before the 
State Welfare Commission on Sept. 
4 in connection with employment of 
500 Boy Scouts for ‘That Certain 
Age,’ featuring Deanna Durbin. Only 
22 of the Boy Scouts were members 
of the SAG and received $11 per 
day for their appearance. The re- 
Mainder were not paid, but it was 


explained Universal had agreed to 


Make a substantial donation to the 
Boy Scout organization. 

_Matter reached Welfare Commis 
810n when several mothers protester 


Strike of Studio Painters has been 
authorized unless producers grant 
organization a closed shop for scenic 
artists. Situation is now being dis- 
cussed by Pat Casey, producer-labor 
contact, and Herbert Sorrell, busi- 
ness representative of Motion Picture 
Painters Local 644. 

Hearing on petition of 
Directors’ Guild charging 10 major 
studios with unfair labor practice 
and asking to be certified as bar- 
gaining representative for directors, 
unit managers and assistant direc- 


Screen 


tors, was resumed today before the | 


National Labor Relations’ Board. 
Session was recessed from last Fri- 
day (2) to give attorneys an op- 
portunity to stipulate on testimony 
of directors who are now engaged 
in production. 
Three Groups Linked 
Most of hearing has been devoted 


interest exists 
Move by Guild, 
however, to show that intention of 
all unit managers and assistant di- 
rectors is to become directors was 
blocked by producer attorneys. Lat- 
ter pointed out that in the Bendix 
case even apprentice employees were 


a community 


not permitted to testify as to their | 


intentions. Alfred Wright, attorney 


|for 20th-Fox, said a man might de- 


sire to be one thing today and 
change his mind tomorrow. 
Mamoulian’s $3,866.67 a Week 


Principal interest centered on 


salaries paid _ directors. Rouben 
Mamoulian’s contract with Para- 
mount, signed March 4, 1931, was 


for 60 weeks with two options of 45 
weeks each. 


to receive $3,866.67 per 
advancement to $5,000. 


week, with 
Clause pro- 


vided that if 10 productions were fin- | 


ished ahead of schedule the director 
was to receive the difference be- 
tween what he had been paid and 
$658,000. 

Another contract dated Oct. 20, 


1936, called for $75,000, payable at | 


rate of $7,500 weekly for directorial 
duties on ‘High, Wide and Hand- 
some.’ He was to receive $1,250 per 
day for retakes, with additional 


compensation for cutting. Attorneys | 


contended he actually was paid 
$178,750 for directing the picture, 
but Mamoulian said he thought the 
figure was closer to $145,000. 

Herbert Biberman testified he 
signed a term contract with Co- 
lumbia on Nov. 13, 1934, for five 
years, but asked for and received his 
release after one and a half years. 
His starting salary was $250 week 
and had been advanced to $350 when 
he quit. Had he served out the con- 
tract his maximum pay would have 
been $750 week. 

Howard Hawks stated that he had 
received an average of $75,000 per 
picture for his last six productions. 

Contract of Frank Tuttle with 
Paramount showed he was paid $3,- 
000 per week for 10 weeks for di- 
rectorial duties on ‘Paris 
moon.’ 

Van Dyke’s Bonus Scale 

Five-year contract between Metro 
and W. S. VanDyke calls for pay- 
ment of $3,250 per week. However, 
a supplemental agreement provides 
the director is to receive additional 


| compensation of $750 per week for 
| the first year of his contract: $1,000 


the second year; $1,250 the third 
year; $1,500 the fourth year, and 
$1,750 the fifth year. 

J. P. McGowan, executive secre- 
tary of the SDG, testified that he 
had been a director for 28 years. He 
said his first salary was $75 week, 
with $7.50 hotel allowance. He said 
this was increased from. time to time 
until he received $1,700 pe 
for directing the Helen 
serials. 


y 
week 


Holmes 


Keighley Draws ‘ 


Kid’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 6 
William Keighley gets the direct- 
ing job on ‘The Oklahoma Kid 
James Cagney starrer at Warne! 
ilot left yesterday (Mon.) 1! 


locatior ror tne pik 


Tucson to spot 
ture, due to roll Sept. 19 


U LOT DOLLING UP 


, Holly wood, Sept 6. 

Universal studio is putting on a 
new makeup under direction of Cliff 
Work, who has ordered every buila- 
ing on the lot repaired and repainte 


| more than 10 year 


been painted in 


| Hurting B. O. 


| dailies. 


It called for produc- | 
tion of 10 features, with Mamoulian | 


Honey- 











| 

| (Continued from page 1) 
ns | 

of 100,000 and more are common | 


occurrences at most of the promo- 
tion festivals pulled by the local 
Chi’s situation is a mirror 
of the newspapers’ extra-publishing 
activities everywhere. 
Good-Will, Mostly 

In most cases, the newspapers | 

are pulling these stunts strictly for 
|publicity and good-will rather than 
|any immediate gains in advertising 
or circulation since the majority of 
i these promotions do not lend them- 


selves to any direct tie-in with 
newsstand sales or home delivery 
But the promotions are coming 
through with remarkable success, 


} 


hordes of potential pa- 


and pulling | 
from the theatre 


trons away box- 
offices. 

In one season the various stunts 
delivered by the Chicago news- 


papers have pulled an estimated at- 
tendance of 2,500,000. And some of 
the bigger promotional events have 
actually emptied the downtown 
streets of picture-goers 

Among these promotions which 
are rated as particularly tough com- 





Harvest Moon’s B.O. 


One instance of tieing in 
with a big newspaper stunt is 
Loew’s State’s regular book- 
ing of the Harvest Moon dance 
contest winners, a stunt staged 
by the N. Y. Daily News. Ed 
Sullivan, the tabloid’s column- 
ist, m.c.’s at $2,500 a week, 


the winning dance team gets 
$250 each for the week's en- 
gagement, the No. 2-3 Lindy- 


hoppers realize $100 a team for 
their services, and the State 
invariably does bullish b.o. The 
winners usually play a fort- 
night at the Broadway vwaud- 
filmer, and this year Sullivan 
also takes the prize hoofers to 
Chicago for a supplementary 
engagement. 

| The News shindig at Madi- 
|} son Square Garden a week ago 
|| Wednesday (31) was jampack- 
ed with 20,000; tickets were 
at a premium, and the News 
turned away many more ap- 
plications for tickets. 











petition for the theatres 


Chicago Tribune’s All Stars-Pro 
Champions Football game in Sol- 
dier’s Field; the Tribune’s Golden 


Gloves contests; the Tribune's Gold- 
en Gloves Champions-vs.-European 
|Champions tourney; the Chicago 
Times Ski Meet in Soldier’s Field; 
'the Times Swingfest in 
|Field; the Tribune Golf School and 
|Golf Championship Tourney; the 


| Hearst Soft Ball contest: the Hearst | 


| Money-Fish stunt; the Hearst Soap 
Box Derby; the Hearst Regatta; the 
Tribune’s annual Music Festival, and 
the Tribune’s Silver Skates. 
| Some Last a Long Time 
Most of these are one-time shots, 
| but many others, such as the golf 
| school, the Silver Skates, the Gold- 
!en Gloves, the Soap Box Derby and 
|Soft Ball contests, run several 
| days, or through a number of weeks 
of preliminaries and eliminations. 
Theatres can’t see any way to 


buck these shows and are now fig- 


uring out methods or tying in with 
"em in some way, so as to salvage | 
something out of the actual box-|} 
office damage. What makes it par- | 
ticularly an aspirin-doser for the) 
exhibitors is that there is no stop | 


|in these activities on the part of the| 


newspapers in the future. Instead 
they are looking ahead into even 
increased hustling by the dailies to} 
put over big citywide and nation- | 
wide show biz and sports stunts, | 
with the sports editors, amusement 
editors and promotion heads look- 
ing about frantically for additional 
avenues for crowd-gathering events. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollv woo Sent. 6 

‘One for All’ is latest title for ‘The 
Three Musketeers’ at 20th-Fo: 

War ‘rs changed ‘The H Heire . 
{ K and Run 

R e t le of \ Pa rt 
to | r r Lane D 
Dr é 

Latest tag for ‘Deportation T 

t Re Dili¢ For P t.” 

hn ie Storv’ hit ¢ 4 eet 
, Very Pra il J 20) 
F x 


STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, pt. 6. 
Met t chased ‘Sur lad Fur 
i Jar S Ha l 
Re Dp D ight M > . 
* ‘ € Ma i ‘a 
Wyler 


| 
are the 


Soldier's | 


Rivoli, N. Y,, in a Spot for Product; 
Shuberts Talk Cabaret-Theatre Idea 


_ 





Gov't Impatient 
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will at least assemble for a talk 
about the issues. This, despite the 
strong indications from New York 
that the companies intend to fight 
Unless the industry makes a move 
soon on the matter of theatre own- 
ership, the Federal Government 
likely, h wwever, to adopt i tern at- 
titude vt would le sen chance 
f reaching terms on a consent de- 
cree 

Should the Justice Department ré 
quest a preliminary injunctior ban- 
ning further expansion of theatre 
ownership, the burden on the indus- 


try would be increased Already 
swamped by the chore of preparing 
| formal answers to the Government’s 
119-page petition, the majors’ legal 
| battery would be compelled to con- 
centrate immediately upon the pro- 
r-exhibitor 


duce phase of the prob- 


lem and ready for an advance fight 
The Department appears to be still 
counting on the possibility the in- 
dustry will prefer to avoid this in- 


crease in work and added expense. 


The Justice Department is willing 


| to make a limited concession in try- | 


ing to simplify the proceeding 
through a truce, it was revealed last 
week. Text of the July 28 letter 
suggesting a stipulation under which 
the companies would voluntarily re- 
frain from increasing realty hold- 
ings, revealed by Arnold’s office 
Friday (2), showed the Government 
ready to promise that contract 
which cannot be. suspended by 
mutual agreement should not be af- 
fected by the proposed pact. If the 
industry refuses to fnitial a pledge, 
and the D. J. is forced to resort to a 
temporary restrainer, 
emption is likely. 


f 


no such ex- 


Wellman’s Kiplinger 
Hollywood, Sept. 6. 
William Wellman’s next job at 
Paramount is Rudyard Kipling’s 
story, ‘The Light That Failed,’ slated 
to roll next January. 
European vacation for the Well- 
man family has been called off, with 
Bermuda as a probable substitute. 


ago to Walter 
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Source of product supply for the 
Rivoli, New York, for the new sea- 
further 
Artists 


becomes 


United 


son complicated 


with selling all its 





product to date to the Music Hall, 
N. Y., under individual deals 

The Roxy, N. Y now owned hy 
20th-Fox, is expected to make a new 
deal with Universal on a elective 
basis. And with first choice on prod- 


ict being 
producer-distributor by a Broadway 
first run outlet, the that 
the Rivoli, controlled by the United 
Artists Theatre Circuit, headed by 
Joseph M. Schenck, but in no 
affiliated with U 


covere 


d Tor every Mmajot 


outlook is 


way 
A, will have to play 
econd fiddle on each company’s out- 
put. Theatre ha had aé_ difficult 
struggle long-term UA 
franchise ran out last year, enabling 
UA to offer its pictures to the Music 
Hall. 


since 1tS 


Opening this season with ‘Gate- 
way’ and following with ‘Little 
Tough Guy,’ b.o. fizzles, the Riv i: 
currently 1 chip h ‘Letter 
of Introduction.” The house got a 
breal n ti ! ( e the Roxy 


had call on it as a ’37-’38 Universal 
release but permitted it to » lo the 
Riv in view of the holdover of 
‘Alexander’s Rastime Band.’ Other- 
wise the Roxy would be playing it. 
Metro has the Cap as its 
window; Paramount the Par; RKO 
the Music Hall; Columbia the M.H. 
under a selective deal; Warner Bros, 
its own Strand, and, if last year’s 
deal is renewed as cxpected, the 
Roxy will have initial pick on around 
12 Universals. Additionally, the 
Hall anything it wants from 
UA, which leaves a former well-en- 
trenched first run, the Riv, in the 
position of taking what’s left, along 
with lesser first runs such as the 


show 


gets 


| Rialto, Criterion and Globe. 


Rivoli property, owned by an es- 
tate which tried to sell it two years 
Reade and others, is 
a far more valuable property than 
the other secondary first run grinds 

There have been reports of the 
Rivoli flirting with the idea of going 
cabaret-theatre. The Shuberts are 
more or less interested, as Lee Shu- 
bert is also a UA Theatres director. 
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Beg. Friday, 9 A.M. 
IN PERSON 
WAYNE MORRIS 
ON THE STAGE 
Ozzie Nelson & Orch. 
ON THE SCREEN 
“Valley of the Giants” 
STRAND — 25c 7°, 


Bway & 47th St, 
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ROXY. 


25¢ TO 


1PM 


LUCKY 
STAR” 


REATS New Stage Show 
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HELD OVER | 


“YOU CANT TAKE | 
IT WITH YOU” | 


Spectacular Stage Productions 








‘New York Theatres 


oe Te HERR ENNTEN ENE 
Vee HeHEENE NNO 





POPE EPEDORDUET OT ENDPERENTOUTETOOSELTOLEOERESS HELPER CES DODO CTR OPERDES COPPREPDRL NUTT INOOHED 


Hereeunananentns 


ASeDOEUHDDEDEE AE OLENEU HC rshaetenntnes Fonbeeate theteretone 





| PARAMOUNT::\"| 


‘IN PERSON 
Eddy Duchin 


And His 
ORCHESTRA 


The 3 Stooges | 


George RAFT | 
| Henry FONDA 
| “Spawn of | 
| the North” 


| Paramount Picture 








NORMA TYRONE 
SHEARER POWER 
MARIE ANTOINETTE 
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Crowd Roars’ 








Now Plasing 
Janet GNYNOR 
Robert MONTOCOMERSY 


Franchot TONE. in 
‘Three Loves Has Nancy’ 
Starts Thurs Spencer TRACY, 


Mickey ROONEY in ‘Boys Town 
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Philly's Criminal Test on Quizo 
Games Points to Drives Movie 
Quiz’ Contest for Legal Support 





Philadelphia, Sept. 6. 


Four men were arrested here at 
their own invitation last week in the 
first step of a unique test suit on new 
type theatre games designed to re- 
nlace the outlawed bingo and banko. 
Arrests were made as a criminal 
action, on advice of high-powered at- 
terneys consulted by the game own- 
ers, because a trial and decision can 
ve had immediately this way. Civil 
test could be drawn out for several 
years. 

Those pinched were Nat Abelove, 
manager, and Al] Shrier, assistant 
manager, of the Ritz, and Herb 
Lewis. owner and manager of the 
Jewel theatre, and Lou Schleifer, who 
m.c.’d the game. Ritz, which was 
laying ‘Quizo,’ is owned by 
Barrist, operator of the Quality 
Premium Co., 


+ 


Dave | 


distrib of the game. | 





EPSTEIN SUCCEEDING 
MOORE WITH WB IN N.Y. 


Zeb Epstein, manager of the 
Strand, N. Y. for many years, 1s in 
active charge of Warners’ 
of B. F. (Dinty) 


Moore, managing 


post with the Warner organization. 


ner operations ir 
the F. & M. settlement there o. the 
Government anti-trust suit to N. Y. 
about two years ago. He resigned to 
take over operations of Standard 
Theatres in the Oklahoma City ter- 
ritory, which comprises a combina- 
tion of J. H. Cooper, WB and Para- 
mount. 





Jewel was using ‘Hollywood Party,’ | 


distribbed by Dennis Game Co. 

Both houses notified police 
they would use the games Tuesday 
night and give away 10 cash prizes cf | 
$2.50 each. Plainclothes men were 
assigned to the theatres. They mere- 


ty looked on to verify that the 
games actually were played, but 
made no attempt to stop them. 


Then they put the managers under 
technical arrest. They were merely 
told to appear in Central Police | 
Court next morning. 

Magistrate Beifel, at tha. time, 
held them each in $300 bail. They 
were allowed to sign their own bond. 
Thereupon, attorneys 
Cohen and Frank Fogel, representing 
“Quizo,’ and David Malis, represent- 
ing ‘Hollywood Party,’ immediately 


filed habeas corpus proceedings to | 


free their clients. 

Proceedings were heard on Friday 
by Judge Gerald F. Flood, who whil 
give a decision in a few days. He 
may rule at once that there was no 
lottery allowed and throw the case 
out, making the games legal, or re- 
fuse the habeas corpus, thus sending 
the case to a jury. 

Argument before Judge Flood was 
entirely friendly. Prosecuting for 
the city was Assistant Solicitor 
James Ryan. Ryan, 
months ago, declared the games in 
question legal. His opinion was held 
unauthorized, however, and with- 
drawn by his chief. 

Attorneys used as their principal 
argument in favor of the gimmicks, 
the present national ‘Movie Quiz’ con- 
test in conjunction with ‘Motion Pic- 
tures Are Your Best Entertainment’ 
drive. They maintained that ‘Quizo’ 
and ‘Hollywood Party’ are based on 
the same principle as the quiz, and 
if that is legal, this is. They also 
oointed to the numerous radio quiz 
games, to which the film games are 
an exact counterpart. Contests in 
the Philly newspapers were likewise 
cited as setting a precedent of 
legality for the games in point. 

Demonstrations 
Judge Flood of the games being 
played. He said the principal thing 
he would determine would be 
whether they were mainly chance or 
skill. 

Bingo and banko and all their rela- 
tions were ruled out by Judge Harry 


game companies consider a fairly 
airtight decision. 
ever, 


| 

S. McDevitt in what attorneys for the | sales quarters. 
| 
| 


New games, how- 


Mayor S. Davis Wilson. 





STUDIO CONTRACTS 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 
20th-Fox hoisted Wally Vernon’s 
player option. 
Metro picked up Nat Pendleton’s 
option. 
Hal Hudson signed to a writer con- 
tract by 20th-Fox. 


Columbia signed Larry Simms, | 
moppet. 
Metro lifted Reinhold Schunzel’s 


director option. 
Walter Reisch’s 
newed by Metro. 
Paramount took up Frank Loesser’s 
composer option, 

Franz Waxman, music scorer at 
Metio. inked a new contract. 
Peston Sturgis signed 
director ticket at Paramount. 
20th-Fox picked 
dler’s player option. 

Edgcumb Pinchon signed to write 
six. originals for Coronado Films. 

Linn Mayberry inked an eight- 
picture deal with Coronado. 

Warners handed Jane Bryan a new 
player contract. 

Buster Keaton signed up with So! 
Wurtzel unit at 20th-Fox. 


writer pact re- 


writer- 


that Stoky Records ‘Faun’ 


David H.| 


only a few) 


were made for | 


up Chick Chan- | 





Hollywood, Sept. 6. 


second of the six 
to be included in a feature length 
cartoon at the Walt Disney studio. 


|Sorcerer’s Apprentice,’ recorded last 
| spring. 

| Other numbers so far selected for 
the feature are ‘Clare De Lune’ and 
i‘The Flight of the Bumble Bee.’ 
Disney is negotiating for ‘Bolero’ and 
one other piece. 








‘Roach Tags Sutherland 
For Hardy-Langdon Pic 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 
Edward Sutherland has signed a 
four-year pact as associate  pro- 
| ducer-director at Hal Roach studio. 
| First job is ‘Zenobia’s Infidelity,’ 
introducing Harry Langdon _ as 
Oliver Hardy’s new teammate. 


Shyer Setties, Walks 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 
Melville Shyer, associate producer 
at Progressive Pictures, settled his 
contract which still had _ several 
months to run. 
He had produced ‘Slander House’ 











slated to make ‘I Want a Divorce,’ 
which has been. postponed _in- 
definitely. 


| %38-39 Deals 
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ing placed to a test during 1938-39 
in the playing of Par product in the 


| Warner houses, has created consider- | 


able interest in major theatre and 
In addition to the 


known interest of other distributors | 


ir writing similar deals with WB. 


are forbidden not by court | with percentages on pictures broken | 
order, but by an arbitrary decision of | 


gross performance, all distribution 
| ranks will follow the results of the 
| Par-WB experiment closely. Test 
may prove forerunner of a complete 
departure in percentag. contracts for 
the following season of 1939-40. 
| By that time numerous long-term 
| deals will run out, ‘here having been 
| an unusually large number of two- 
year franchises last summer (1937) 
| in view of the good economic condi- 
‘ions then prevaiiing. This year the 
buyers are steering awcy from deals 
that would run two year: or longer 
| due to the garnble involved, and for 
other reasons 
Dating on certain pictures on the 
28-30 season sent out early has been 
| held up because of late contract-tak- 
ng. Encouragement for the negotia- 
tion of deals now vhich remain to 
be set has been strongly lent by sev- 
| eral fresh releases, both of the old 
|} and new season's crop. among them 
| ‘Algiers,’ ‘Letter of Introduction,’ 
| ‘Alexander,’ ‘Sing You Sinners, ‘Four 
Daughters,’ ‘You Can’t Take It With 
You,’ ‘Love Finds Andy Hardy.’ ‘Boy 
| Meets Girl, ‘Crowd Roars’ and ‘Tex- 


ans.’ 





metro- | 
politan circuit following resignation | 


director, and may succeed to Moore's 


Moore was transferred from War- | 
St. Louis following | 


Copeland is 


and ‘Delinquent Parents’ and was. 


Own in units of 1% against theatre | 


AGENTS SUE 
Feldman vs. Rogers—Hayward vs. 
Humphrey Bogart 
Los Angeles, Sept. 6. 
Charles K. Feldman has filed $15,- 
| 000 action with the State Labor 
| Commission against Howard Emmett 





Rogers claiming the writer owes 
| commissions on his earnings since 
| April 27, 1934, under a five-year 
managerial pact. 

| Plaintiff declares Rogers has 
‘earned $150,000 during that period. 
| Leland Hayward, agent, sued 


Humphrey Bogart for $42,008, claim- 
ing the actor walked out on a seven- 
year contract. Agent declares Bogart 
will earn $420,085 under his pact 
with Warners, and demands 10%. 


‘BABY BIRTH’ PIX IN 


Chicago, Sept. 6. 
Suit charging unfair trade prac- 
| tices has been filed in the federal 
'ecourt here by Maurice Copeland, 
| who has picture tagged ‘Life,’ against 
ithe American Committee on Ma- 
|ternal Welfare and Special Pictures 
Corp., associates in the flicker, “Birth 


| Of a Baby.’ 





and 
and 


seeking a cease 


| desist order, an_ injunction 


For Disney Feature | damages of $350,000 against the two 


| defendants on the allegation that the 


defendants published misleading ad- 
vertisements and representations re- 


Leopold Stokowski has started re- | $4rding the birth pictures. 


cording ‘The Entrance of the Faun,’| | , ; , 
musical numbers | tion has been issued against him by 


Copeland alleges that no injunc- 


any courts and claims that exhibitors 
are being intimidated against book- 


First of the compositions was ‘The | in& his picture on threats of legal ac- 


| tion against the theatre. 

Copeland claims that his ‘Life’ pre- 
dates ‘Birth of a Baby‘ by almost 
a year. 


Int’! Lab Shuns Red 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 
Samuel A. Miller, attorney for In- 
ternational Cinema, Inc., summoned 
| stockholders to a meeting to work 
|}out a plan for continued operation 
|of the lab. Company went into 77b 


| 
| 
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$350,000 SUIT IN CHI 
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EXPLOITATION 


Good Campaign 


Paul E. Glase, of 
Reading, reports on the campaign for 
the Greater Films season as plotted 
and executed by the combined man- 
agers of Reading theatres, all of 


whom cooperated fully. It’s a good 
campaign from every angle. 

The big day was Sept. 2, but the 
campaign started the previous Mon- 
day, and worked up to the Friday 
climax. Two 10 page special sections 
were promoted, one running Thurs- 
day and the other Friday. On Fri- 
day there was a band concert and 
rally in the city park in the evening, 
with a brief address by the mayor 
and invited speakers from among 
those prominent in the industry. 
During the exercises 1,000 gas bal- 
loons were released, each carrying a 
single ticket to the Reading theatres. 
Following the band concert there 
was a community sing, led by the 
Penn Wheelmeén’s§ chorus. Com- 
munity sings are not so hot in some 
spots, but top hole in Reading where 
the late George Eisenbrown intro- 
duced the custom. This was fol- 
lowed by a parade. 

The Chamber of Commerce sent 
out 2,500 letters to members, asking 
their cooperation, and there was a 
special Movie Sales Day in which all 
merchants offered special bargains 
and dressed their windows with stills 


and other material. The stills were 
used for an identification contest 
with 50 ticket prizes. The Mer- | 


chants Bureau loaned the flags and 
other decorative material kept on 
hand for gala occasions, and all 


crosswalks were stenciled with the 
urge ‘Let’s go to the movies.’ 
An information booth in charge 


of an attractive girl was opened on 
the main street where information 
could be had on the Movie Quiz and 
coming pictures, and the quiz was 
further promoted by quizzes on the 
two local radio stations, WEEU and 
WRAW. 

They were on the air for 10 an- 
nouncements daily for the week. The 
traction company donated 


its house organ to play up, and there 
was also a special co-op movie sec- 
tion in the same sheet. 

Newspapers ran special co-op ads 
in advance telling the readers to 
watch for the special sections, and 
cooperated fully with special stories 
jand art. As a finisher every em- 
| ployee was pledged to get 20 friends 





last January and was ordered liqui- | to join the national Movie Quiz. 


| dated in April by Federal Court. 


Cooperating managers were George 


Profitable operation of the labora- | Peters, Loew’s Colonial, chairman; 


tory since April is the cause of the | 


new move. Court is said to favor it. 





False Faces 
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Treeless territory in which the film- 
_ing is being done is one of the hot- 
_test spots in California, with the 
mercury usually hovering around 


110. Several hundred extras por- 
|traying East Indians in G-strings 


must be sprayed with dark Samoan 
stuff several times daily to keep the 
pigment up to the proper shade. 
Matter of making up atmosphere 
people hired in location sectors is 
much more difficult than the prob- 
Jem of dolling up Hollywood talent, 
i that the former, being inexperi- 
enced, cannot do the job themselves. 
| Henry King, directing the 20th-Fox 
tinter, ‘Jesse James,’ near Pineville, 
Mo., 


| 
| 
| 


up experts from the Westwood lot 
to handle the 450 townsfolk he has 
hired to emote in the background. 


The Dandruff Era 


Paramount’s. plans to produce 
| ‘Gettysburg’ already has Wally 
Westmore doing special research 
work on mustachios and_ beards. 


Chief source of information on the | 


subject is Brady’s Pictorial History 
of the Civil War, which reveals 
, more than 50 ways of wearing facial 
fuzz. Meanwhile, Warners makeup 
staff is studying 19th century Mexi- 
can features preparatory to develop- 
ing wigs and whiskers and daubing 
| paint for the cast of ‘Juarez.’ Chore 
is an out-of-the-ordinary one, in that 
most modern impressions of Mexican 
| characteristics are incorrect. Peon 
type will definitely not qualify. 
Metro’s ‘Northwest Passage,’ an- 
other important color undertaking, 
making of which has been set back 
until Spring, is another screen offer- 
ing requiring much preparation by 
the makeup crowd. 


adornment will be manufactured for 
the Indians, part of whom will be 


real and part grease-coated whites. | 


Laboratory experiments are now un- 
| der way in an effort to produce paint 
| that will match the markings and 
‘colors used as bodily decorations by 
the redskins of a century ago. 


has just discovered that fact, | 


? nee we since when, 
and has summoned additional make- | mighty important stunts, but he has | 


More than 5.- | 
000 scalp locks and other primitive | 


Astor; Paul E. Glase, Embassy; Al- 
| vin Hostler, State; Calvin Lieberman, 
| Rajah: Dave Brodstein, Orpheum; 
|G. B. Jeffries, Strand: W. H. Smith, 
ee and Rex, and Walter Finch, Cap- 
itol, 





The Last Word 


RKO Radio’s announcement book 
this year is what S. Barrett McCor- 
mick describes as the de luxe edition 
of the coming season’s announce- 
ment. Book is just about the last 
word in tops for all time in super ele- 
gance, 

It’s enclosed in a zipper port- 
folio of white leatherette with a 
the book itself to show 
with covers about an eighth of an 
inch thick. Inside pages are all in 
color, beautifully printed from good 
art. By, large and 
book is about the most elegant put 





nual announcements, and will take 
a lot of beating if it ever is headed. 
McCormick has been in the game 
and has done some 


never beaten this attempt, nor has 
anyone else. 


Double Payoff 


Hamilton, O. 
Nat Turberg. manager Paramount, 
Southio unit, paid off a ‘daily double’ 
;to local family qualifying for free 





,ducts for most prolific offspring pro- 


duction. Turberg offered flock of 
|passes to see ‘Love Finds Andy 
|Hardy’ to first family registering 


with five sons. Next day he made 
similar offer to couple with five 
daughters. Winner took all when he 
proved that five male and five female 
descendants gathered 
daily. 


G.M.S. Press Book 
| ‘Motion Pictures’ Greatest Year’ 
| committee has issued a press book 
| for the use of local promoters of the 
| screen that will prove useful to most 
| of those engaged in putting the big 
|idea over. The stories cover all the 
| angles embraced in the campaign and 
offer a collection of signed articles 


Who’s Who. 
Stuff runs 

pages, and can supply practically any 

need of the local committee. Plenty 


tainable from 36 headquarters stra- 
tegically located. Stories exploit the 
pictures in general and not those of 
any one company. 





the Embassy, | 


a_ ban-| 
nered car and gave the back page of | 


C. G. Keeney, Park; Lester Stahlman, | 


glass window to permit the title of | 
through. | 
Book is in red, leatherette covered, | 


sideways the | 


out since producers first issued an- | 


at the table | 


that causes the book to resemble a/| 


from paragraphs to 


of good press work with mats ob- | 


WB Three Ways 





Warners seems to have hit upon a 
new idea in presenting its newspaper 
advertising campaigns to exhibitors, 
Heretofore the advertisement section 
,of any press book has covered a va- 
riety of advertisements from whcih 
the exhibitor could make his selec- 
tion. In the book for ‘Four Daugh- 
ters’ three distinct styles of campaign 
have been laid out. 


The first section carries mostly 
type advertising, stemming from 
the two Jack Warner ads_ which 


proved so. signally successful in 
launching the picture in New York. 
{Incidentally, a major aspect of 
these Jack Warner ‘personal’ ads 
was the fact they were spotted up 
front in the dailies, away from the 
amusement section.] Mats of these 
two are available in the original 
four-column width and also in three 
col measure. These are supple- 
mented by 10 other displays, rang- 
ing from one to four’ columns 
Sparing and careful use has been 
made of illustration, the main idea 
being to appeal to the better class of 
theatregoers with type-set argument. 
The second section offers a set of six 
ads carrying out the previous idea, 
but more strongly pepped up with 
cuts, intended to appeal tu the mid- 
dle class of patrons. The third set 
comprises eight ads in the regular 
picture theatre style, intended for the 
smaller houses where they still sell 
by illustration. 

A novelty is several ads in three- 
column width, with one column car- 
rying national criticism. This sec- 


| tion may be replaced by local com- 


ment or completely amputated to 
leave neat two-column ads. 





Theatres-Exchanges 





Canton, O. 
Ray Scaffer, Palace theatre here, 

transferred to Mansfield, where he 
will manage the Park. 

Troy, N. Y. 
| Jack S. Swartout, manager of 
American, installed as president of 
Warner Club, embracing WB thea- 
tres in Troy, Schenectady, Albany 
and vicinity. 





Schenectady, N. Y. 

Supreme Court Justice John Alex- 
ander approved reduction in assess- 
ments on Plaza and Proctors Thea- 
tres. Reduction of $16,000 allowed on 
Proctor’s and $20,000 on Plaza, a 
total cut of $36,000. Both reductions 
effected by Mann & Mann, attorneys 
;for the theatres, and Corporation 
Counsel Arlen T. St. Louis, by 
agreement. 

The RKO-Proctor’s Corp. is listed 
as owner of Proctor’s. Assessed for- 
merly for a total of $724,500, it is 
;now listed as worth $708,500. The 
| Valuation of land left at $103,230, re- 
| duction being made only in assessed 
value of the building. Owner of the 
Plaza is Fabian Operating Co., Inc. 
The attorneys’ agreement brought 
the total valuation down to $337,100 
from $356,100. The value of the land 
was left unchanged at $59,760. 





Charlotte, N. C. 

County Attorney J. Clyde Stancill 
has rulel that the proposed con- 
,Struction of a $750,000 auditorium- 
theatre for Charlotte did not depend 
on the bond issue. He said that the 
|Federal Governmen:, if it accepted 
|the project as self-liquidating, would 


not require Mecklenburg county to 
\issue bonds but would require a 
stipulation that all rent: and profits 
be paid to the government until 55% 
of the total cost was repaid. 

After conferring with State Sena- 
\tor James A. Bell, Stancill said that 
if the WPA should approve the ap- 
plication, it would make an outright 
| grant of 45% of th- cost. The project 
|must be self-liquidating in 30 years, 
| though. 





Jersey City. 

With the elevation of Rudolph A. 
Kuehn, from manager of the Stanley, 
| Jersey City, to distrist manager of 
| the Hudson County Warner theatres, 
George Kelly. m«nager of the 
!Fabian, Hoboken, moves _ into 
'Kuehn’s vacant slot. Frank Haller of 
the Central, J. C., relieves Kelly. and 
Nat Mutnick, manager of Warners 
|Newark district switches over to 
| Haller’s former post. 





| Indianapolis. 
| A request to secure permission to 
erect a theatre here was filed last 
week with the Board of Zoning by 
Beulah Taylor. This is the second 
attempt to secure perrnission to 
build a nabe house since Carl Niesse 
opened the Vogue earlier this year. 
The first, filed by Joe Cantor. 
operator of the east side Rivoli, was 
nixed by the board. 1 
Indications are that present appee? 
will also get the thumbs-down @* 
neighborhood residents are primed 
to protest. 





Wheeling, W. Va 
Tle Court theatre, which, since 
spring, has been undergoing 4 Te 
ount- 


modeling job that virtually am¢ 
ed to its rebuilding, will be Tre- 


opened Sept. 2. 
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2985 Dates in 36 Months! 
8341 Playing Days in 3 Years!! 















































It is notable that boxoffice records 
for our third year on the road demon- 
strate that the public warmly welcome 
and will buy honest entertainment 
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NEELEY EDWARDS JOHNNY and JULIUS 
MASTER OF CEREMONIES +d 
| MARSHALL ROGERS 
JAMES MAC LEAN ° 
Perec SOL STRAUSSER 
















MUSICAL DIRECTOR 





PAT THIERAULT 







JOE HARRIS JACQUE GOKEY 


COMPANY MANAGER 


QUINN SISTER 


HARMONICA JACKS 
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VAN ZANDT SISTERS 
ROSCOE LEIGH ; 
COMPANY MANAGER BYRON BROS. 
VIVIAN LA MANCE 
JIM LEVINE STRAWBERRY RUSSELL 
ADVANCE AGENT e 
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4 HYDE PARKERS 
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ALICE KAVAN 


MISTRESS OF CEREMONIES 


CARL ABRAHAM 


COMPANY MANAGER 


JOE KENNEDY 


WEST COAST REPRESENTATIVE 








BOBBY & DOTTY EDWARDS 
ROY DAVIS 
THE 3 CHORDS 
PHIL IRVING 
DIANE GUNNER 
JOHN STANTON 
PLEASANT CRUMP 
KAY KRIVOKUCHA 
5 MELODY COWBOYS 




















FROM 


‘Intercollegiate 
Revue’ 


GRACE JOHNSTON 


MISTRESS OF CEREMONIES 


EDWARD RUDLEY 


MUSICAL CONDUCTOR 


BILL McILWAIN. 


COMPANY MANAGER 


GASTON LEVY 


ADVANCE AGENT 


BERT and BETTY 
JACK FIELDS 
O'BRIEN and GOLDBERG 
BILLY IRONS 
ALEXANDER MECUCCI 
JOE SMITH & DAUGHTER 
BILL BOADWAY 
SAM HINTON 
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Chain Income from Time Sales 











NBC 


MUTUAL 











1938 1937 1936 1935 
January ...+.. seees $3,793,516 $3,541,999 $2,681,815 $2,895,037 
February .seeee wee 3,498,053 3,295,782 2,714,300 2,758,319 
I in oe cigd eal 3,806,831 3,614,283 3,037,873 3,025,308 
DE Gskseuctecades 3,310,505 3,277,837 2,741,928 2,682,143 
sk ee dia 3,442,280 3,214,819 2,561,720 2,685,211 
Be ociccsseivegs See 3,003,287 2,323,456 2,380,845 
<5 take nian 2.958.710 2,707,450 2,429,983 2,208,935 
MN. nc ete unal 2,941,099 2,784,977 2,422,431 2,021,365 
RE atecckeadend $26,951,563 $25,440,434 $20,913,506 $20,657,163 
CBS 
1938 1937 1936 1935 

January wecee $2,879,945 $2,378,620 $1,901,023 $1,768,949 
February 2,680,335 2,264,317 1,909,146 1,654,461 
BME ois caceews . 3,034,317 2,559,716 2,172,382 1,820,553 
BE Seca csanneed .. 2,424,180 2,563,478 1,950,939 1,615,389 || 
ee Sussschaeenene 2,442,283 2,560,558 1,749,517 1,287,455 
ME cctiescneneees 2,121,495 2,476,567 1,502,768 1,066,729 
BM: Wa dsccdiiated 1,367,357 1,988,412 1,292,775 910,470 
Pe Weer ee «e =1,423,865 1,955,280 1,232,588 979,019 

TS Se pple ee $18,373,77 $18,746,948 $13,711,138 $11,103,025 





1938 1937 
WRG ivedsceseeseaneds sess .. $269,894 $213,748 
MWOUECUMET | 50640006009 4008000 « 230,200 233,286 
POMRCH . 6450050405500 004s 40005 . 240,637 247,431 
BOM otsiccsaactessieesteans « 189,545 200,134 
DAO 0606650645465.000460s 001905 . 194,201 154,633 
PUNE coccscccesesecresesoces » 202,412 117,388 
OUT seiwedesisatiacees bsaaues . 167,108 101,457 | 
PUPUGE 94044649 4604040480846 - 164,626 96,629 
TOUL. 6:46 :046000060056044640508 CERIOTE $1,364,706 





NBC's Aug. Time Sales $2,941,099, 
Up 5.67; CBS Off 27.27, to $1,423,869 


While Columbia’s 
month took another dip, 
pared with August, 1937, NBC’s time 
billings continued to stay above the 
plus line. NBC time billings for the 
past month came to $2,941,099, or 
5.6% over what it was for the like 
period in ’37. CBS this time got 


gross for 


last August’s tally. On the first 
eight months of the year NBC is still 
up by 5.6%, while CBS slid off 2%. 

Mutual drew $164,626 from the 
sale of facilities last month, a tilt of 
70.4% over last August’s gross. On 
the eight months this network is 
22.7% ahead. 


NBC’s total for August, 1937, was| court to 


$2,784,977 and for the previous Au- 
gust, $2,422,431. Columbia garnered 
$1,955,280 in August of last year and 
$1,232,588 for the parallel month of 
36. 


Detroit Dailies Stick 
To Radio News Ban, 
But Stations Hopeful 


Detroit, Sept. 6. 

Flood of protests over deletion of 
radio pages has subsided and the 
three Detroit dailies apparently are 
determined to stick by their guns. 
Network stations are still hoping 
Sheets will reinstate gossip and pro- 
fram previews, but there’s nothing 
to indicate papers will do this even 
when, as and if advertising revenue 
perks up here. 

Better line on possibilities will be 
forthcoming later this month when 
new shows hit network. Should a 
Sizable expenditure be made for 








for 18st Novelist Wins Ist Round 
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‘the restraining action brought by 
$1,423,865, which is 27.2% less than | 











In ‘For Men Only’ Suit 


Initial 





preliminary skirmish in 


Beth Brown, novelist, against Bris- 
tol-Myers, Pedlar & Ryan, NBC and 
WLW, Cincinnati, in connection with 
the program, ‘For Men Only,’ was 


won last week by the writer, when 
Justice Frank Noonan’ denied 
WLW's plea that the litigation be 
transferred from the N. Y. supreme 
Federal court. Justice 
Noonan ruled that even’ though 
WLW, creator of the program, is an 
Ohio corporation, one of the other 
defendants, P&R, provides the nec- 
essary corporate residence in New 
York for trial of the issue in the 
state court. 

Miss Brown contends that the pro- 
gram title seeks to capitalize on a 
novel she had published in 1931. 
Her ‘For Men Only’ used a Nery 
Orleans sporting house of the ’8v’s 
for its background. 


NAB’S 3D DISTRICT 
HUDDLES IN PHILLY 





MUZZL 





Philadelphia, Sept. 6. 
Member stations of the third dis- 
trict of the National Association of | 
Broadcasters will meet at the Ben- 


| jamin Franklin hotel Friday after- 


newspaper bally, it’s considered like- | 


ly sheets would reconsider publish- 
ing of more radio news. Otherwise 
it’s very likely that sheets will seek 
line rates for program listings, which 
now appear in agate in all three 
dailies here. 

Herschell Hart, radio ed of the De- 


troit News, has resumed his gossip | 


column over WWJ, broadcasting be- 
tween chores on editorial side of 
News. Also pens ‘Revelry by Night’ 
column, devoted to niteries, etc.. 
Which appears Sundays and Mon- 
days, 


noon (9). District takes in Penn- 
sylvania, New Jersey and Delaware 
and is represented on the NAB board 
by Clair A. McCullough. 

Neville Miller, new NAB prez, will 


be among those present. After aj} 
general meeting Friday, there will 


be a dinner and the following day 
the broadcasters will huddle by 
states. 





McBride in Buff. 
Buffalo, Sept. 6 
Owen McBride, Chicago baritone, 
has joined the WBEN staff. 
He’s vocalist in two NBC-Red net- 
work airings a week, as well as three 


| local sustainers. 


;iS moving 





NO PROPAGAN 
VIAU.S.ST 


Shannon Allen, Director, 
Promulgates Set of Rules 
to Keep Programs Im- 
partial—Must Be Educa- 
tional, Factual and En- 
tertaining 





WANT SHOWMANSHIP 


Washington, Sept. 6. 
Politicians appearing before the 
microphone in the Government’s new 


| $100,000 transmitterless broadcasting 


studio cannot engage in political bal- 
lyhoo or partisan propaganda. Rules 
of conduct are the height of piety 
along censorship lines. 

Determined effort to keep the 
broadcasts on a high plane of im- 
partiality is reflected in the regula- 
tions promulgated by Shannon Allen, 
acting director and former NBC an- 
nouncer. Code bans loud-speaker 
stuffing a la Hitler and Mussolini, 
with specific caution that programs 
‘must not be political’ and further- 
more ‘must not deal with propa- 
ganda.’ 


Taking the slant that the studios 


are to facilitate legitimate educa- 
tional broadcasting, Alien’s rules 


state that ‘no exposition of an ad- 
ministrative view should be given 
unless clear authority from Congress 
has defined that view as a Federal 
function or service.’ 


Network Quality 


Emphasis is placed on a quality 
often lacking in Government pro- 
grams’ showmanship. Drawing on 


his commercial experience, the In- 
terior Department radio boss has 
advised that Federal programs must 
have ‘the same basic quality as the 
best network radio programs,’ a di- 
rect dig at boring reams of statistics. 
Entertaining slants should be placed 
on factual information, with dra- 
matic exploita.ion a must. 


New studios are to be linked with 
key web stations in the future, al- 
though the chains have been lacka- 
daisical so far. Principal use for the 
present will be making transcrip- 
tions. Suite embraces two large stu- 
dios, surrounded by offices, recep- 
tion room, loung-, observation gal- 
lery and_ fully-equipped control 
room. 





Brewer Buys Up New 
St. L. Station’s Sports 
Programs; 400 Hours 


St. Louis, Sept. 6. 
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School Days 


Philadelphia, Sept. 6. 
N. W. Ayer will have 40 sports 
announcers gathered in Phila- 
delphia Thursday (8) for a two- 
day session on the style they 
are to follow in handling this 
season’s gridiron broadcasts for 
Atlantic Refining. They will 
be schooled in clarity, accuracy 
and interpretive uniformity 
Meet will be topped off with a 
dinner Friday night. 


Roosev t Wants 


CBS to Release 











Old Show Biz Headache, Billing, Kills 
nN Pensodent Deal for Connie Boswell 


for the inclusion of 
the Pepsodent 


Negotiations 
Connie Boswell in 
show, which starts on the NBC-red 
(WEAF) link Sept. 27, blew up las! 
week when Lord & Thomas rejected 
a clause in the contract 
the vocalist equal billing 


which gave 
with Bob 


vertising It the first time in 
years that a condition of this sort 
had prevented a deal in radio. 

Harry Leedy, Miss Boswell’s man- 
ager-husband, had insisted on the in- 
sertion of the clause through her 
agents, Rockwell-O’Keefe. Leedy 
claimed that she should be accorded 
the newsprint attention in return for 
her willingness to sign up with the 
account for six years 

What particularly prompted 
Leedy’s course was the possibility 
| that a huge percentage of the news- 
papers throughout the country would 
| in due time eliminate their program 


was 





| 7 | lists, with the result that radio ad- 
| vertisers would be compclled to go 
ears tH S in heavily for spotlight ads. Unde1 








Elliott 


Roosevelt, 


| Texas State Network, is due in New 


| York tomorrow (Thursday) to dis- | 


cuss the possibility of obtaining a 
|release of CBS’ contract with WACO, 
| Waco, and KNOW, Austin. Roose- 
|velt is negotiating for the purchase 
| of these two outlets from Hearst and 
|adding them to the TSN. E. M. 


| Stoerr, comptroller of Hearst Radio, | 


is making the trip north with Roose- 
; velt. 

The TSN’s affiliation with Mutual 
becomes effective Sept. 15. Ques- 
tion involved, it is 
what is to become of the business 
that CBS has sold on WACO and 
KNOW for the coming season. 
KNOW rates as a bonus station to 
KTSA, San Antonio, as far as CBS 
customers are concerned, and a 


|commitment on KTSA is a commit- 


ment on KNOW, when and 
latter outlet is available. 


if the 


president of 
| Hearst Radio, Inc., and head of the 


understood, is | 


the circumstances, the only print 
mention that the singer could look 





{ 


ito would be that contained in the 
program advertisements, 
While the negotiations were on, 


Miss Boswell cancelled four weeks 


of Paramount circuit appearances, 
| totalling $8,000, as the program 


| would have taken her to the Coast. 
The stage dates have since been 
| picked up. Edward Lasker, who is 
| currently in Hollywood, handled the 
| negotiations for L & T. 


1006 Cost Plus Yankee 
Power Icing Possible 
| Sponsorship of Series 





| Sales departments of the three net- 
| works are inclined to the belief that 
the World Series has little chance of 
being sponsored. The two. things 
which are likely to militate against a 
sale is the expected $100,000 price for 


Also interested in the outcome of the broadcast rights, and the general 


the CBS attitude toward KNOW is 
the group of Texas oil men that are 
dickering for the purchase of KTSA 
from Hearst. 





|feeling that it won't be much of a 
|contest regardless of what national 
| league tcam is pitted against the 
Yankees. 

Understood that Mutual tried to get 


| 
RUBINOFF LEAVING HOSP 22.5 si f.c3e 9 oo tse ate 


AFTER 4-MONTH SIEGE (i 22%, o3i¢ that he wasn't ready to 


Detroit, Sept. 6. 
Recuping from four-month illness 
siege, Dave Rubinoff took part in a 
special broadcast from his room in 
Harper hospital Saturday (3) over 
WWJ. George Arno, of WWJ’s staff, 
accompanied Rubinoff at piano, and 


| Bob Stanton did the interviewing. 


Violinist, who has undergone four 
operations since an appendectomy 
last May 4, left the hospital early 
last week for the first time to at- 





Griesedieck Bros. Brewing Co. has | 
purchased 400 hours of time on| 
KXOK, new Star-Times Publishing | 
Co. station skedded to start opera- | 
tion Sept. 20. Time is station's en-| 
tire sports program. It is divided | 


into 30 min. resume of 10 big | weeks’ of rest. 


ball games the station will cover this | 
fall; all baseball game programs in 
1939 major league season and minor 


| sporting events at Coliseum, Arena} 
'and Auditorium that the station will | 


broadeast. Contract runs for a year | 
from Sept. 20. 

Before KXOK had built its trans- 
mitter at Venice, Ill, or had contract 
blanks printed, the Griesedieck Co. 
was one of several local companie: 
that for the entire 
sports program of the station. 


began angling 


; edit scripts, Casting, 


! . " 
other items of the Mills radio opera- 


Fishface Treks West 
Senator Fishface (Elmore Vincent) | 
from New York to Chi- 
caso toward the end of this month, 
going on a tour of 
the mid- 


preliminary to 
personal appearances in 
west. 

Meanwhile he has created a new 
character, ‘Uncle Elmore, You! 
Kracker-Barre! Kommentator,” which 
is being dickered for as a five-min- 


ute transcription, 


tend a testimonial dinner at the De- 
troit Golf club with Rudy Vallee, 
here for Micnigan State Fair. Plans 
to leave hospital this weekend. Will 
go to Atlantic City and then to Val- 
lee’s home in Maine for coupla 


Monrce May Coordinate 
General Miils for B-S-H 


Chicago, Sept. 6 
siackett-Sample-Hummert 
is negotiating with 
Monroe to come in as 


agency 
Paul 


general CO- 


proaucer 


ordinator for all General Mills pro- 
grams. 
Coordinator would supervise and 


edit direction and all 


tions out of the B-S-H office. This 
follows the set-up of General Mill 
itself, which has Ed Smith in Min- 


n-apolis to supervise the radio ac- 
tivities for the flour firm itself. 

With increased activity in the 
radio time buying department of B- 
S-H, purchasing chief Jack Laemarr 
has added an Aiding in 

*tting and rates is Earl 


assistant. 
schedules 


Palmer 
> 


nonetheless had its salesmen scout 
the ad agency field. The reception 
was uniformly cold. Webs feel con- 
fident that even if the series isn’t sold 
| it will be made available to them on 
la sustaining basis. 

| Series last season collected $100,000 
from Henry Ford, though he let his 
rights to the series lapse. When the 
|motor magnate sponsored the games 
in 1936. overall cost came to around 
$250,000. 





| 


Detroit’s Headaches 
Detroit, Sept. 6. 

Michigan stations are reaping an- 
nual mixture of dough and head- 
aches as state primary election bat- 
tles enter their final week. Politi- 
cians’ shekels unusually plentiful for 
ether talks this fall, since hot race 
impends for Gov. Frank Murphy’s 
‘chair. But the headaches are even 
more plentiful. 

Most spectacular of these was the 
denouncing of Michigan network by 
Grand Rapids mayor. Latter, desir- 
| ing time over WXYZ’s chain in be- 
half of a friend running for state 
office, is reported to have burned up 
when told state web follows other 
network practices and couldn’t per- 
| mit political speech. After reportedly 
threatening Grand Rapids outlet with 
almost everything. mayor was finally 
cooled down by web officials. But 
still no political speech. 


Schroeder Vice McNell 
Schroeder last week suc- 
Bob McNell as time buyer 
for the Blackett - Sample - Hummert 
ifency in New York. 

MeNell was promoted to assistant 
to George Tormey, account execu- 
itive. 


} 


Lester 
ceeded 


Hope in all newspaper spotlight ad-. 
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De Forest ‘Sick’ of 


His Protege, Radio; 


‘Comm c'is Maddening, Visio 4 Yrs. Off 


Los Angeles, Sept. 6. 

The man who helped nurse the 
infant radio through its turbulent 
swaddling days, and who is called 
by some the ‘father of present-day 
radio reception,’ due to his perfection 
of the tube, is sick of it all. Unbur- 
dening himself of a few choice re- 
marks on his 65th birthday, = Ben 


De Forest has practically disowned 
the lusty kilocycle brat and switched | 
his affections to television. 

At his birthday fete, someone 
asked him what he thought of pre 
ent-day radio. Without mincing 
words he summed it up in one terse ; 


passage, ‘Isn’t it sickenin 

‘I seldom listen to it any more,’ 
he added, 
phony program and some 
music while I’m dressing. Not only 
are the programs poor, too much 
swing and crooning, but the com- 
mercial interruptions are maddening. 
It isn’t at all as I imagined it 
would be. 

‘The way I envisioned it, stations 
would have been specialized — one 
would play symphonic music and 
opera; another educational, and an- 
other dramatics, and so on. In that 
way you'd know exactly what you'd | 
hear at any point on the dial. As it | 


‘except for a weekly sym- 
cheerful 


s | 
is one never knows, because too 
many stations are doing the same 


things.’ 

Commercial television is at least 
four years off, De Forest believes. 
He is now working on the sight- 
sound development and hopeful of 
perfecting visio to the point of be- 
ing projected on a screen two feet 
square. Smaller screens will never 
prove profitable, he said. 

De Forest obtained the first radio 
patent in 1906, and sold it in 1917. 





NEBRASKA GAMES CUFFO 
BUT WITH RESTRICTIONS 


(Lamont, Corliss & Co.) did 
not involve an exception to the 
policy requiring the use of at 
least 50 tations on the red 
(WEAF) link during the eve- 
} ning Witmer pointed out that 
a the Nestle show, ‘Quite By Ac- 
| cident,’ will be aired from 7:30 
o 8 p.m. Tuesdays, with this 
| period coming within the time 
alloted affiliated stations for 
their own use. 
Otherwise, added Witmer, 
NBC still sticks to its 50-station 





NBC Rule Sticks 





Roy Witmer, NBC v.p. in 
charge of sales, declared last 
week that the contract for a 


two-station hookup given Nestle 





rule. Nestle series starts Oct. 4 
and the other station in the 
hookup is WMAQ, Chicago. 


ACCOUNT 





CAMpDCH SOUP. .cscccevrccaceeesede ° 


Ford Motor..... 
John Morrell & Co. : 

‘Cummer Products (Energine) ..... 
Wheeling Steel. 


ee ee ee | 


ee ee 


‘Penick & Ford : ; 7 err 


*Kellogg (Pep) 


Ballard & Ballard (Flour and Feed). 











FTC Warns Baking Co. 
It’s Advertising Bread 
Too Much Like Cake 


Washington, Sept. 6. 
Warning to Gordon Baking Co., | 


Detroit, to quit advertising its Sil-! 
ver Cup Bread as containing ‘two- 
thirds of a pint fresh whole milk’ 


per loaf, was issued Monday (5) 
by the Federal Trade Commish. 
Broadcasts and newspapers bally- 
hoo have misled the public, Com- 
mish charged, since bakery has been 
charged with using condensed milk 
instead of fresh, and even the 
canned milk ‘is present in a quan- 


| tity less than the equivalent of two- 


thirds of a pint of fresh whole milk: 

Advertising was clever, but false, 
Commish indicated, admitting that 
it ‘induces, or is likely to induce, 


| purchase of the respondent com- 





Lincoln, Neb., Sept. 6. | 

Bob Russell, former Cornhusker | 
football player, won the assignment | 
here this week to represent all radio | 
stations interested in broadcasting | 
the football games played by Ne- 
braska this year. He will be placed 
in front of a universal mike and 
any station can hook on. He’ll use 
as spotters Harry Johnson, of KFAB, 
Lincoln, and Harry Burke, of WOW, 
Omaha. 

Nebraska is making no charge to 
any radio station for the broadcasts, 
but insists on time being sold only 
before, in the middle and after the 
game. University athletic depart- 





cial copy 24 hours previous to the) 


games. 


Oiler Ties Up Coast 





pany’s bread.” Company must prom- 
lise to be good within the next 20 
| days, or receive a cease and desist 
order. 


CAN'T KID ABOUT 
HONEST PHILLY COPS 


Philadelphia, Sept. 6. 
Thoughtless wisecrack by Byron 








|Saam, baseball spieler for Atlantic 


Refining Co. on WIP, last week 
brought the wrath of the Philly po- 
lice department and a goodly number 
of fans down on him. Foul ball was 


instead of pocketing it, tossed it back. 
Saam remarked, in effect, ‘His con- 
science must hurt him. He must have 
gotten in on a pass.’ 





Football at 3106 Cost. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 6, 
Associated Oil has again tied up | 
Coast football for broadcasting, the | 
13th year of its domination in airing 
the grid pastime. Around $250,000 | 
will be spent this fall for air time. 
Pacific Coast conference grabs off | 
$60,000 for itself in giving Associated 
exclusive commercial tieup. 


Yale Grid Games Debut 
On Yankee Net Oct. 1. 


Boston, Sept. 6. 
Pigskin spiels start flying over air- 
waves of New England Oct. 1, when 
the Yale-Columbia elevens scramble 
in the Yale Bowl in New Haven to | 
preem the Yale sked of radio play- 
by-play descriptions. 
the Atlantic Refining Co. A network 
of 11 Yankee outlets will carry the 
games, with Bill Slater at the mike. 
Yale sked of home games and out-of- 
town Penn-Yale, Cornell-Dartmouth 

and Duke-Pitt games are included. 





Network includes WNAC, Boston; | 


WTAG, Worcester; WSAR, Fall 
River: WNBH. New Bedford; WLLH, 
Lowell-Lawrence; WSPR, Spring- 
field, Mass. WEAN, Providence: 
WTIC, Hartford; WICv, Bridgeport- | 
New Haven; 
and WBRY, Waterbury. 

Sked reads: Yale-Columbia at New 
Haven, Oct. 1; Penn-Yale at Phila- 
delphia. Oct. 8; Yale-Navy, Oct. 15; 
Yale-Michigan, Oct. 22; Yale-Dart- 
mouth, Oct. 29; Yale-Brown, Nov. 5; 
Nov. 12 at 
Ithaca: Yale-Harvard, Nov. 19, and 
Duke-Pitt at Durham, N. C., Nov. 26. 


Sponsored by | 


WNLC, New London, | 


Boos for Saam were plentiful and 
he was forced to apologize when the 
police department complained. Un- 
aware of which was which, many of 
the fans sent their catcalls towards 
| Stan Lomax, airing for Keilogg’s over 
| WFIL. To prevent a recurrence next 

day, WFIL gabber put a sign on his 
booth, ve name is Stan Lomax.’ 


From Heirs to Kids 








| 
| Chicago, Sept. 6. 
| Skelly Oil Co., which had ‘Court 
|of Missing Heirs’ on a 30-minute 
— schedule last season, returns 
to the air with a children’s show in 
| October. 
| Spotted through the Blackett- 
Sample- Hummert agency, program 
|is a five-a-weeker tagged ‘Captain 
| Midnight.’ Will be on approximate- 
ly 25 stations around the midwest. 
Skelly previously had the ‘Jimmy 
, Allen’ program, also directed at kid 
audiences, 


ONE JOB ELIMINATED 
San Francisco, Aug. 30. 

| Position of night program super- 
visor has. been abolished at local 
NBC studios, following the transfer 
| of Robert Dwan to the production 
' staff. Jerry McGee, former assi~‘ant 
i\to Dwan, has been named chief of 
the sound effects department. 

Richard Ellers, supervisor of an- 
| nouncers, and his assistant, Paul 
| Gates, now share duties formerly 
| assigned to the nigh. program super- 
visor. Changes were made last week 
| by Lloyd E. Yoder, manager of KPO 
and KGO, local NBC outlets, 








Dorsey Owings has become head 
p.a. of WINS, New York. 
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NETWORK 


CBS 


CBS 

NBC Red 
NBC-Red 
Mutual 


CBS 


NBC Blue 
NBC Red 
NBC Red 
Mutual 
CBS 

CBS 


NBC Red 


NBC Red 


NBC Blue 
Mutual 


NBC Blue 
NBC Blue 
NBC Red 
NBC Red 
NBC Blue 
NBC Red 
NBC Blue 
NBC Red 
NBC Blue 
NBC Blue 


NBC Red 
NBC Blue 


CBS 


CBS 


CBS 
CBS 


NBC Red 
CBS 
CBS 
NBC Red 
NBC Red 
CBS 
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NBC Red 


NEC Blue 


CBS 
CBS 


NBC Red 


NBC Red 
CBS 


CBS 


NBC Red 
NBC Red 


CBS 
Mutual 
NBC Blue 
NBC Red 
CBS 


CBS 
CBS 


NBC R&B 
NBC Blue 


NBC Red 


NBC Blue 
Mutual 


TIME 


SEPTEMBER 9 
F; 9-10 


SEPTEMBER ll 
Sun; 9-10 

Sun; 1:45-2 
Sun; 5:30-6 
Sun; 5-5:30 


SEPTEMBER 12 
M; 9-10 


M.F: 5:45-6 
M-W-F; 6:45-7 


SEPTEMBER 16 
F: 10-10:15 
Sat: 10-10:15 
F: 3:30-45 
M-W-F; 5:45-6 
SEPTEMBER 20 
Tu; 8:30-9 


Tu; 8-8:30 
Tu; 9-9:30 


SEPTEMBER 24 
Sat: 2-4:45 
SEPTEMBER 25 
Sun; 7:30-8 
Sun; 5:30-6 
SEPTEMBER 26 
M-Tu-W; 
5:15-30 
M thru F 
1:15-30 a.m. 
M thru F 
4:45-5 
M thru 
5-5:15 
M thru F 
5:45-6 
M thru F 
5730-45 
M- -W- -s 
or 45 a.m. 


ie | 


10-10:15 a.m, 

M thru F 
10:15-30 a.m. 
SEPTEMBER 27 


Tu; 10-10:30 p.m, 
Tu-Th;: 

10:30-45 : .m. 

Tu; 9-9:30 


SEPTEMBER 28 
W; 8:30-9 


SEPTEMBER 29 
Th; 7:30-8 


Th; 8-9 


SEPTEMBER 30 

F; 10:30-45 a.m, 

F; 8:30-9 

F; 10:30-11 
OCTOBER 1 

Sat; 8-8:30 p.m. 


Sat; 9-9:30 p.m. 
Sat; 9:30-10 


Sat; 7:30-8 
OCTOBER 2 
Sun; 7-7:30 p.m, 


Sun; 3-3:15 


Sun; 5:30-6 
Sun; 6-6:30 


OCTOBER 3 
M; 7:30-8 p.m. 


M; 9-9:30 

M; 7:30-8 
M-F; 

12:15-30 
OCTOBER 4 


Tu; 7:30-8 p.m. 
Tu; 8:30-9 
Tu-Th-Sat; 
12-12:15 
Tu; 9:45-10 ;..m. 
OCTOBER 5 
W-F; 6:30-45 
W; 9-10 


W; 9:30-10:30 


W; 7:30-8 

W; 8-8:30 
OCTOBER 6 
Th-Sat; 

6:30-45 p.m. 
Sun; 3-3:15 
OCTOBER 8 
Sat; 8:30-9 p.m. 


OCTOBER 9 
Sun; 5-5:30 
Sun; 4:30-5 


(Continued on page 36) 


Programs Back on the Networks 


(* Indicates new show or change of sponsor) 


PROGRAM 


Hollywood Hotel—Herbert Marshall, 
Jean Sablon, Frances Langford, 
Victor Young, Claudette Colbert: 
guests 


Symphony; guest conductors, soloists 
Bob Becker 

Paul Wing’s Spelling Bee 

Musical Steelmakers 


Lux Radio Theatre—Cecil B. DeMi!] 
Louis Silvers, guests 

‘Mighty Show’ 

Capt. Tim Healy’s Stamp Club 


Ed McConnell 
Woman’s Magazine of Air (guests) 


Ford Rush, Tinkle Toy Band 


Al Jolson, Martha Raye, Parkyark- 
arkas, Lud Gluskin, guests 

‘Big Town’-Edward G. Robinson, 
Claire Trevor 

‘Battle of the Sexes’-Frank Crumit, 
Julia Sanderson 


Football 


Seth Parker (Phillips Lord) 
‘The Shadow’ (Bill Johnstone 
Terry and The Pirates 
Goodyear Farm Service 
Girl Alone 

Dick Tracy 

Tom Mix Straight Shooters 
Jack Armstronr 

Madame Courageous 

(Not set) 

‘Houseboat Hannah’ 


‘Jane Arden’ 


Bob Hope; others to be set 
Ec McConnell 


‘We, the People’-Gabriel Heatter, 
Mark Warnow, guests 


Paul Whiteman, Joan Edwards, Mod- 
ernnaires, Paul Douglas, guesters 


Joe Penner, Ben Pollack; others te 
be set 
Kate Smith, guesters 


‘Bennie Walker’s Tillamock Kitchen’ 
Burns & Allen, Ray Noble 
‘Grand Central Station’ 


Tommy Riggs & Betty Lou; others 
to be set 
Vox Pop-Parks Johnson, Wally But- 


terworth 


Mary Eastman, Bill Perry, Gus 
Haenschen 

Joe E. Brown; others to be set 

Jack Benny, Phil Harris, Kenny 
Baker, Mary Livingstone, Andy 
Devine 

‘Smoke Dreams,’ studio orch, vocal- 
ists 


Ben Bernie, Lew Lehr, guesters 
‘Silver Theatre,’ Rosalind Russell 
guests 


Audience Participation-Emily Post, 
Ned Weaver 

Phil Spitalny, Dorothy Thompson 

Eddie Cantor, Jacques Renard, Bert 
Gordon ,uesters 

‘Her Honor, Nancy James’ 


‘Quite by Accident’ 
‘For Men Only’-Fred 

Van Steeden, guests 
Kate Smith 


Uttal, Peter 


Gabriel Heatter 


Gulden Serenaders 
‘Town Hall Tonight’-Fred Allen, 
Portland Hoffa, guesters 


‘Texaco Star Theatre’-Max Rein- 
hardt, Adolphe Menjou, Charles 
Ruggles, Una Merkel, Kenny 


Baker, Jane Froman, Dave Brock- 
man 
Jim McWilliams’ Ask-It-Basket 
‘Gang Busters’ 


Eddie Dooley’s Football News 
Dog Heroes 


Fred Waring, Poley McClintock, 
Ferne, Stuart Churchill 


Metropolitan Auditions of the Air 
‘Court of Human Relations’ 
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TESTING FCC 


Coast Indies Will Fatten on Political 
Coin; Millions to Beat Pension Plan 





—_— 


Los Angeles, Sept. 6. 

Political situation in the state has 
small station operators rubbing 
their hands in anticipation of the 
wildest spending of any election in 
recent years. With liberals squaring 
off against conservatives in Novem- 
per for the berths of U. S. senator 
and the governorship, war chests are 
pulging and radio is expected to get 
a lion’s share of the coin. Network 
stations won't profit so handsomely 
as most of their desirable time has 
peen gobbled up. 

Setup recalls the state race of four 
years ago when Upton Sinclair was 
the gubernatorial candidate. Big | 
monied interests poured no end of 
coin in the campaign coffers of the 
conservative candidate, Frank Mer- 
riam, who is again in the race to 
succeed himself. The issue is even 
more serious this time, with the lib- 
eral nominees favoring the ‘$30- 
every-Thursday’ plan. 

Guesses have been made that mil- 
lions will be spent to beat the pen- 
sion gimmick and that radio will not 
be out there with boxing gloves 
when the dinero is passed around. 


FCC STALLING 
ANTHONY DEALS 





—_— 


Los Angeles, Sept. 6. 

Earle C. Anthony’s two-way deal, 
that of buying KEHE from the 
Hearst interests and selling KECA 
(NBC blue) to a group of San Diego 
businessmen, with CBS in the back- 
ground, took another setback last 
week upon receipt of word from 
Washington that the commission has 
continued the hearing without set- 
ting a date. Transfers were to have 
been gone into by FCC Oct. 12. Com- 
mish blessing is all that’s holding 
up both transactions, as the physical 
aspects of the deals have been con- 
summated. 

Anthony plans to use KEHE’s fre- 
uency and substitute the KECA call 
letters. ‘ 

Whether CBS is still interested in 
the San Diego deal is debatable, 
since the chain’s new transmitter 
now pierces the south south coast 
‘fade area’ without much trouble, 
and double the former intensity. 
NEC's blue here, on the far end of 
the dial, has long been a headache 
and cost Anthony and the network 
considerable biz. 

Acquisition of KEHE’s wave 
length would put the two NBC sta- 
tions within a few notches of each 
other in a preferential section on 
the band. 





Playing Down Comm’ls 
On Ruppert Beer Show 


Half-hour program which Ruppert 
beer has arranged to debut on 





WEAF, N. Y., Sept. 20, will have! 


Practically no commercial copy. It 
Will be strictly semi-classical dinner 
music, with Nat Shilkret conduct- 
ing, and go on at 6 p.m. Tuesdays 
and Fridays. Original contract is for 
13 weeks, but if the program shows 
results the account will sign for a 
52-week extension. 

Merchandising tie-in will include 


4 





Fine Thing 
Los Angeles, Sept 
Southern California’s 
stocking district, Pasadena, 
long known as the ‘city of 
millonaires,’ will be represented 


6. 
silk 


in Congress by a _ hillbilly 
radio singer, if Stuart Ham- 
blen is as successful in the 


November election as he was 
in last week’s primary. 

He did most of his campaign- 
ing on two local radio stations 
with the sagebrush air troupe 
he heads. 





DA 


BLACK RIVER | 
IPPEALS IND. 6, 


uestion Right of Commish 
to Order Rehearings on 
Own Initiative — Water- 
town, N. Y., Outlet Points 
| Up Fact No New Petitions 
Were Filed 





Q 


| 
j 


POLITICAL DYNAMITE 





Washington, Sept. 6. 
Right of the Federal Communica- 








NIX ON BEER AS 
SPONSOR FOR 
FOOTBALL 


St. Louis, Sept. 6. 


St. Louis stations broadcasting 
home football games at the Uni- 
versities of Missouri and Illinois will 
not be permitted to have beer or 
liquor sponsors and must pay for the 
privilege. The tap at Columbia, Mo., 
is $100 per game, whether sustaining 
or commercial, while at Urbana, II1., 
stations are charged $50 if the broad- 
cast is a sustainer and $100 if it’s 
sponsored. 

KMOX will broadcast three games 





starts operations Sept. 20, will cover 
three Missouri home games and two 
Illinois home contests. KSD has not 
determined the number it will cover 
from each school, although it has a 
sked of 10 games in the Mississippi 
Valley. KWK will cover outstanding 
games but has no sk2d, at this time, 
that includes Missouri and Illinois. 


WEW and WIL will limit their 
football coverage to St. Louis, where 
the Washington and St. Louis Uni- 
versities make no charge. The big 
football game of the season locally 
is between these two teams on 
Thanksgiving Day and all stations 
horn in. WTMYV, in East St. Louis, 
will probably cover all of Illinois 
home games and also high school 
games in its area. 





Ayer Switches Sutter 


Philadelphia, Sept. 6. 


quarters. Previous week Donald H. 
Long was shifted from London office 
and Robert Collins was added to the 
staff. 

eral publicity. He started with the 
San Diego exposition. 
will do radio writing, production and 


George H. Hartman Company. 


Philco Strike Ends 


Philadelphia, Sept. 6. 








newspapers, billboards and stereop- 
ticon slides. Lennen & Mitchell is 
the agency. 


R&R’s Chi Additions 


Chicago, Sept. 6. 
Ros Metzger, radio chief for the 
Ruthrauff & Ryan agency here, has 
further increased the ether staff. 
Two new scribblers are pounding 
the typewriters, Dorothy Mallinson 
and Robert Gardner. Indications 
are that Metzger will make several 
other additions around the first of 
ne year, especially in the produc- 
tion department. 





Strike which has kept the gigantic 
radio manufacturing plant 


| Philco 


| here closed since May 1 was termi- 


ith th 


nated today (Tuesday) with the sign- 


| ing of an agreement between 
1 

| end Machine Workers, CIO. End 
/ came with a secret ballot on accept- 


lance of a contract offered by Philco. 
| Workers had refused to accept it in | 


open voting. 


Plant is expected to get under way 
tomorrow (Wed.). As many of the | 
/12.000 workers on the payroll as of 
1937, as business warrants 


by 


|May 1, 
‘will be taken back. 


from each university; KXOK, which | 


To Enlarged N. Y. Staff 


With switch of Clifford Sutter, ac- 
count exec, from the Philly to New 
York office last week, N. W. Ayer 
agency completed enlargement by | 
three men of its Manhattan head- | 


Sutter will handle radio and gen- 


Ayer force in 1935 doing publicity on | 
Collins, who 


merchandising, was formerly v.p. of 


the 
company and United Electric, Radio 


| tions Commission to order new hear- 
- ° 
| ings On its own initiative—reputedly 
because of political ‘considerations— 


is slated for early argument in the 


peals. Big radio docket is waiting 
for judges’ return from summer 
layoff. 


Unusual question comes before the 
appellate tribunal in proceeding de- 
signed to prevent further delay in 
constructing the proposed local out- 
let at Watertown, N. Y., of the Black 
River Valley Broadcasts, Inc. Case 
has many political angles, including 
unproved charges that power trust 
moguls, unfriendly to the New Deal, 
are angels for the contemplated 
transmitter, and reflects rivalry with 
two other local groups in the up- 
state community. 

Resort to new weapons was a 
failure at the outset, when the Fed- 
eral District Court here denied peti- 
tion for an injunction which would 
prevent the FCC from hearing the 
witnesses again. Correctness of the 
finding, by Justice Jennings Bailey, 
who concluded that the Black River 
crowd had other remedies at law, is 
the issue before the Court of Ap- | 
peals. 

The Black River brief asserts that | 
an injunction plea is the only prac- 
tical way of ducking prolonged de- 
lay and unnecessary expense, as well 
as of safeguarding considerable ex- 
penditure of time, effort, and cash 
(station construction was under way 
when the Commish vacated its grant 
and ordered de novo hearings). 
Legality of the new hearing order 
is challenged, inasmuch as the FCC 
did not act on reconsideration pleas 
of disappointed rivals, but rather re- 
opened the matter for undisclosed 
reasons of its own. 

Political Dynamite 


From the outset, the case has been 
filled with political dynamite. After 
|} the Black River application was 
granted—in what opponents main- 
tain was suspiciously rapid fashion— 
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T-FACE 





Radio Okay As Is, According 


To Philly Man-on-Street Poll 





Daily Headache 


Few news event In recent 
years have evoked the bitter 
partisanship from listeners 
has the coverage f the - 
piracy trial of James J. Hines 
Tammany chieftain. Telephone 
calls flood the stations after 
each broadcast review of the 


running testimony, with 
listeners protesting against the 
alleged favoritism shown the 


defendant, and others taking the 


some 


determine 





outlets to account for what is 
construed as strong bias toward 
the prosecution. There are also 
lots of letters. 

New York stations carrying 
these programs are beginning to 
look on the event as a daily 
headache. 





District of Columbia Court of Ap- | 





whispers connected personalities in 
Niagara Hudson Power Corp. with 
| the proposition and charge was made 
that prominent aide of Postmaster 
General Farley turned the heat on 
the FCC. Intervention of Gov. Her- | 
bert Lehman is reported to lie be- 
hind the decision to think it over 
again, with White House orders re- 
putedly preceding the cancellation 
of the Black River grant. Reason 
for the political concern is the Ad- 
| ministration’s effort to bring to 
fruition plans for American-Can- 
|adian development of the St. Law- 
rence Seaway, and fear that the 
| power interests were seeking a radio 
| outlet to stir up opposition to an in- 
| ternational pact under which elec- 
| trical possibilities of the river would 
be exploited. 
The important legal questions 
| raised by Eliot C. Lovett, counsel for 
Black River, center around conten- 
tion that in the absence of a court 
order, the Commish could not on its 
own account disturb a final grant, 
except by revoking the papers. 
i This was not done, nor was the re- | 
hearing order based On petitions of 
other parties, Watertown Broadcast- 
ing Co. and Watertown Times pub- 
lisher, 
FCC Didn't Give Reason 
Complaining that his clients will | 
be irreparably damaged, Lovett} 
emphasized that the FCC never ox | 
plained why the grant was set aside | 
(Continued on page 32) 








| are 
| raphers 
staff 


| Morning Telegraph. 








STRIKE DEADENS: 


ROCH. OUTLET 
FOR 3 HRS. 


——_———_-— 


Rochester, Sept. 6. 

WSAY, here, went off the air for 
more than three hours last Wednes- 
day (31) when technicians went on 
strike for more pay. They detuned 
the transmitter and walked out at 1 
p.m., leaving the station dead with 
no explanation over the air. 

General Manager Gordon Brown, 
a licensed operator, worked frantic- 
ally to get back on the air, but it 
was 4:18 before he succeeded. 
Shortly after he reached an agree- 
ment with the Electrical Workers 
Union for a 50 percent salary in- 
crease pending further negotiations, 
and the technicians returned to 
work. 

Brown said the walkout was the 
result of a misunderstanding caused 
by his resentment at a union leader’s 
statement that ‘if he couldn’t pay 
adequate salaries he shouldn’t be in 
business.’ According to Arthur M. 
Bruczicki, business agent of the 
union, weekly salaries for five tech- 
nicians totaled $64. He said the chief 
operator received $18 when the 
union scale is $45, and his assistant 
$16 against a union rate of $35. Two 
technicians received $10 and $5, re- 
spectively, the latter a part-time 
worker. 

This was the first serious labor 
trouble in the history of radio in 
Rochester. Technicians at WHEC 
members of the Radio Teleg- 
Union. WHAM. technical 
negotiated one contract § as 
members of that union, but later 
withdrew and now operate on open- 
shop basis. 


REPORT DOC, IKE LEVY 


BUYING PHILLY TEAM 


Philadelphia, Sept. 6 
Radio is doing a it 
124 
its 
to 


and reac- 


job just as 
111 out of 

WFIL, in 
treet urvey 


habits 


yood 


is, in the opinion of 
peonle interviewed by 
unique man-on-the- 
listening 
tions to broadcasting. 
Ten quest 
sen at 


and 


are asked of passers- 
random at 
Chestnut city’s 
intersection. Replies are aired 
a regular quarter-hour show and 
on wax. Tabulations are 
from the dises, which will be 
played back for any agency or client. 
To the ‘What 
could radio do pro- 
” 60% ] 


by che 
Broad 


at noonday 


streets, 


on 
recorded 
made 


specific 
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imp! 


e gut 
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cipal criticism was what 
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| corded 


Overe’r 


shot ll of pot an- 





Order of program preference was 
| 


1 (1) Variety shows, (2) Musical 
shows, (3) Drama, (4) News, (5) 
Quiz shows, (6) Sports. 

Among other things learned was 


that 121 out of the 124 interviewed 
had radios in their homes and that 
the average listening time per day 
was two and one-half to three hours. 
Femmes Like Serials 

In dramatic shows, women favored 
the serial type, while men liked 
theirs complete in on program. About 
90% thought that the adventure type 
of kids’ shows are definitely helpful 
in building morals and character. 
Less than 3% thought that these proe 
grams are harmful in any way, while 
76% confessed they listened to some 
of them themselves. ‘Lone Ranger’ 
rated first place, with ‘Flash Gordon® 
second. 

Of 124 asked, 68 said they con- 
sciously looked for local productions; 
51 said they stuck to the networks, 
and five said they had no preference, 
Special events broadcasting was 
called ‘colorful and interesting’ by 
81, who said there wasn’t enough of 
it. Twenty-two thought most special 
features so much hooey, while 21 
didn't give a toot about them either 
way. 

Seventy of those asked thought 
there are enough good musical, cule 
tural and educational programs on 
the air; 21 thought there are too 
many, while 12 wanted more: Ninety 
of 124 preferred their news without 
editorial comment and 102 were op- 
posed to anything that might smack 
of government control of radio. 


rc 


CANTOR TESTS 
SMALL STUDIO 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 
Figuring his stage technique une 
suited to broailcasting, that of try- 
ing to make his voice reach to the 
rear pews, Eddie Cantor last week 
experimented in one of the smaller 





Philadelphia, Sept. 6. 


Doc and Ike Levy, prez and v.p. | 
| of WCAU, respectively, are reported 


} 
to be in on a syndicate which has 
bought or is about to buy a con- 
troling interest in the Phillies, Na- | 
tional League ball club. | 
Also in on the deal, it is under- | 
stood, is M. L. Annenberg, publisher | 
of the Philly Inquirer and the N. Y. 
| 


| 


Mark Warnow Goes On 


Blue Velvet program, under the 
direction of Mark Warnow, Columbia 
musical director, will run on indefi- 
nitely. Program of popular and semi- 
classical tunes was previously a sum- 
mer affair, fading off with the advent 
of commercial pickups. 


Warnow will also have the ‘We,! 
the People’ program, starting Sept 


27 on CBS 


studios at KNX. He made a surprise 
appeurance on ‘Studio Party,’ Coast 
network sustainer, in a two-minute 
bit. Auditorium has seats for only 
200, whereas the main studio, where 
his program originates, comfortably 
holds 1,000. 

Cantor was impressed with the 
test, but will take a couple more 
tries before 
cision, 


reaching a definite de- 
Intimate spot 
median that he can do a better home 


dialer job and 


convinced co- 


still not deprive the 


studio mob of any of his antics, vocal 
| or visual, 

| Should Cantor decide on a move to 
a smaller studio it . il be a hard 
| blow to the cuffo snatchers, who 
prey on his program and pack the 
| studio at all broadcasts, including 
the night-before dress rehearsal. 


Jimmy Shields, tenor, set for reg- 
ular spot in new Pall Mall program 


ion WEAF, N. Y. 
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‘GOOD NEWS OF 1938’ 
Robert Young, Frank Morgan, Fanny 


Brice, Meredith Willson, Henry 
Stafford, Louis B. Mayer, Alice’ 
Faye, Spencer Tracy, Mickey 
Rooney, Father Edward J. Flan- 
nagan 
Variety 
60 Mins. 


MAXWELL HOUSE COFFEE 

Thurs., 9 p. m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 
(Benton & Bowles) 


First of the big-timers to return to 


a network niche for the fall, ‘Good | 


News of 1938’ proved last Thursday 
(1) that it was still an adroitly fash- 
ioned package of solid entertainment. 
Practically all those associated with 
the program’s click rise last season 
were again on hand. So was Louis B. 
Mayer. production chief for Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer, to offer his wishes 


for another successful season and 
also to introduce Father Edward J 
Flannagan, upon whose life and 
works Metro had based its current 
release, ‘Boys Town.’ 

About the only thing about this 
installment that was different from 
last season’s series was the heavy 


plugging given a _ picture from an- 
other lot. Brought in to fill the vocal 


high spot, Alice Faye got plenty 
menition for her connection with 
*‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band.’ As an 


encore to a current pop tune she did 
a chorus of ‘Alexander’s. with the 
program’s male chorus cutting in for 
a few harmonic licks. 

In the comedy department there 
were Fanny Brice and Henry Staf- 


ford for a_well-contrived Baby 
Snooks-snd-her-choleric-parent rou- 
tine. and Frank Morgan, who has 


made his character merger of Major 
Hoople. Don Juan and_ Baron 
Munchhausen one of the brightest 
laugh sources in radio. Morgan's ex- 
changes, whether with Robert Young, 
the m.c.; Alice Faye or Meredith 
Willson, the program’s 
maestro, were uniformly funny. 
Blending together of excerpts from 
‘Boys Town,’ with Spencer Tracy and 
Mickey Rooney playing their film 
Toles, indicated exceptionally good 
judgment for this sort of chore. The 
dramatic bits each had a sock quali- 
ty, and the chances are that the air 
plug will do much toward stimulat- 
ing an interest around the box office. 
The Rev. Father Flannagan, founder , 


showmanly ; emoted his piece last Sunday like 


‘HEADLINES AND BYLINES’ 

; News Comment 

| With H. V. Kaltenborn, Ralph Ed- 
wards, Hareld Brayman 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

| Sunday, 10:30 p. m., EDST 

| WABC-CBS, New York 


This Columbia sustainer has been 


| on the air for nearly a year, pretty 


/'much in the same form, but with 
| changes in personnel. H. V. Kalten- 
' born, dishing his interpretation of 


world affairs, is a fixture and bats 
in the cleanup spot. Ralph Edwards, 
| formerly announcer on the program, 
is now leadoff man, giving general 


news in place of Bob Trout, who has | 


his own program and handles vari- 
ous outside stints. Middle perch, 
normally occupied by a guest Wash- 
elucidating 


ington correspondent, 

the national scene, was held last 
Sunday night (4) by Harold Bray- 
man, reporter for the Philadelphia 
Evening Ledger and a vet in Wash- 


ington for various papers 

Any program of this sort naturally 
depends for interest on the degree 
of excitement in the current news it 


treats. Moreover, aside from the ex- 
ceptional last-minute news flash, 
radio seems better suited to news 


commentating than news reporting. 
That is the value of this show. 
Sundays are traditionally unpro- 
ductive of major news, so this stanza, | 
at the end of one week and on the 
eve of another, is admirably placed 
to offer analysis, interpretation, back- | 
ground color and even prediction. | 
That it generally carries out that idea | 
makes ‘Headlines and Bylines’ one of | 
the most pungent programs of its 
kind on the air. | 
Best of the three spielers on the | 
show caught was naturally Kalten- 
born, who has come to be something 
of a figure in his metier. Although 
| the ex-newspaperman tends to over- | 
dramatize his commenting (he| 


an old stock actor giving a Shake- 
spearean reading), what he has to 
say is pertinent, keenly-reasoned and 
informative. Kaltenborn is a shrewd, 
analytical reporter. 

Edwards, leaning more on the 
Press-Radio dispatches themselves ' 
than on his editorial view of them, 
contrived to make his session rea- 
sonable and still colorful. His choice 
of subject matter was gratifying and, 


| out gag, 


of actual Boys Town, came on fol-' since he is an announcer of consider- 
lowing the preview to thank all con-| able all-round experience, his deliv- 
cerned with the way they carried out | ery is direct and yet vivid. When he 
their conception of his philanthropic! abandoned feature and background 
creation | telling for straight reporting, how- 





NSIS St 28 
Femi 


}7iin musical interlude revolved |! 


| 


around ‘Sylvia,’ with Willson’s or-| a familiar radio weakness. 


chestrated interpretation getting sup- | 
port from the male chorus. 

Even the plugs for Maxwell House | 
stuck closely to last season’s formula. 
Remark about retiring for a hot, re- | 


freshing cup of coffee was interpo- | 





lated at the program’s halfway point,! Washington guest 
and the roaster-fresh and no-loss-of- | discussed 
flavor angles were stressed in the| stressing Roosevelt's 
copy period which came toward the | other aspects of the coming elections, 
,; as well as making explanations, de- 


end of the show. Odec. 
*THE LAW BEATERS’ 

Melodrama 

FEDERAL THEATRE, RADIO DIV. 
30 Mins. 

Wed., 10 p.m., EDST 

WOR, New York 


_This weekly stint, depicting in- 
cidents in lives of mobsters and 
showing that law-beaters pay 


through the nose, has been rear- 
ranged and seems a more worthy ef- 
fort than previously presented. Lat- 
est is tagged as 26th in series, being 
based on Richard Connell story, and 
reproduced by permission of Col- 
lier’s. 

As with other vehicles of this type 
presented by radio players with Fed- 
eral Theatre (WPA), there is a 
wealth of sound effects and no lack 
of actors, numerically, at least, Re- 
sult is that there’s to much sound 
manipulating and too many charac- 
ters introduced. Latter fault might 
have been overcome with more care 
in casting: as it is, there is much 
similarity between voices on some 
occasions, Showing transition of 


scenes and passage of time by means 


of a narrator also might help. 


Crooked attorney, who is depicted 
as bumping off two enemies. and a 
notorious gem thief and killer, are 
spotted unfolding highlights of their 
i bottle. 
Climax has both being readied for 
Harrv Goldsmith did 


criminal careers over a 


the chair. 
creditable job on the scripting. 
Wear. 


GRACE GEORGE AND WILLIAM 
A, BRADY 
*A Penny a Loaf’ 
10 Mins. 
ROYAL GELATIN 
Thurs., 8 p. m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 
(J. Walter Thompson) 


While each has appeared on net- | 
work assignments before, last Thurs- 
day (1) marked the first time that 
these famous figures of the American | 
stage, Grace George and William A. | 
Brady, have jointly plied their tal- 
ents on a cross-country hookup. It 
Was an ingratiating event, both as to | 


performance and the script furnished 
them. Edwin M. Marshall authored 
the sketch, titled ‘A Penny a Loaf.’ 


With a theme that implied much! 


aumor, Brady and Miss George crisp- 


fy and charmingly retold the story of | 


two Irish elderfolks who consummate 
a 20 year’s troth only after the wom- 
an has outsmarted the procrastinat- 
ing groom in business. The piece 
was def‘ly produced and made choice 
listening. Odec. 


ever, he straightway floundered into 
That is, 
his up-to-the-minute news flashes 
(about Lloyds refusing to insure 
against war or a third term for 
Roosevelt, for instance) were old 
stuff from the dailies. 

Doing a single appearance in the 
spot, Brayman 


the political situation, 





‘purges’ and 


| ductions and predictions as to the 
President’s plans, aims and hopes. 
Spieler has what sounds like a west- 
ern twang, speaks a trifle thickly 
but fairly clearly, and hasn’t learned 
to make his reading sound like spon- 
taneous stuff. Also, as he continued, 
| he began to drone. Pretty dull be- 
fore he finished. Hobe. 


DICK BARRIE ORCH 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Tuesday, 10:30 p.m., EDST 
WOR, New York 
Saxaphonist Dick Barrie offers a 
program of very smooth dance mu- 
sic, hypoed just enough via a muted 





| cornet. Band gets four shots weekly 
| from remotes. 
| Leader himself sings in easy 


crooner style and is augmented on 
the vocals by Eddie Metcalfe, also a 
crooner, and Anita Boyer. Trio are 
especially good in making their 
lyrics understandable with good 
| enunciation. 

Band is minus screwy arrange- 
ments and instrument specialties. 
Don’t blast and don’t boast (musi- 
cally), but manage to leave impres- 
sion of having entertained with 
danceable music. Hurl. 





HAROLD G. HOFFMAN 
Commentator 

15 Mins. 

L. N. RENAULT 
Sunday, 9 p. m., EDST 


| 


TEDDY HART and LOU PARKER 
With Hildegarde Holliday 

Comedy 

| 7 Mins. 

FLEISCHMANN YEAST 

| Thurs., 8:30 p. m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 

| (J. Walter Thompson) 
Teddy Hart, who clicked in such 

Broadway comedies as ‘Room Ser- 

vice’ and ‘Three Men on a Horse, 

did not do so well in what was pre- 

sumably his first effort in network 

radio. He had teamed himself up 


for the occasion with Lou Parker, | 
for whom CBS had tried to do things 


in a sustaining way as well as com- 
mercial auditions. Parker proved 
himself fairly effective in dishing 
‘em out via the mike, but in the case 
of Hart not only was the piping fal- 
setto hard on the ears, but his tim- 
ing might have caused listeners to 
wonder whether his taglines were 
sudden afterthoughts. His was a 
cuckoo-clock delivery, with the jer- 


kiness of his style killing many a} 


line. 
The script that the boys dished up 
aided by the skillful Hildegarde Hol- 


theme (a rundown summer resort), 
the set of characters (the fast-talk- 


ing room clerk, the fresh bellhop | 
}and the granddame guest), and the 


situation blowoff have been heard 
over and over again on the air. There 
were some nifty lines, and the fade- 
the havoc wrought by a 
long-restrained sneeze, was well car- 
ried off. 

Another thing that marred the in- 
ning was line bungling. At one point 
Miss Holliday had to go back a 
couple paces so that Parker could 
catch up with her and come in with 
the punch line. Odec. 


FITCH BAND WAGON 

With Guy Lombardo’s orchestra 
30 Mins. 

F, W. FITCH CO. 

Sunday, 7:30 p. m., EDST 
WEAF, New York 

(L. W. Ramsey Co.) 


First of a series of American dance 
bands to guest on the F. W. Fitch 
Co. weekly Sunday (4) program 
was Guy Lombardo and his Royal 
Canadians, aired over 41 stations of 
the NBC web. Outlet was through 
WWJ, Detroit. 

Half-hour spot showed several 
flaws, chief of which was the exces- 
sive plugging of the shampoo prod- 
uct. Opening the program, Lombardo 
went into a song and dance on his 
use of the product since way back 
when, which immediately left a de- 
sultory impression. Then, imme- 
diately following that, announcer for 
four solid minutes proclaimed the 
product once more. Other indis- 
criminate plugs followed intermit- 
tently. 

Otherwise, the program, when not 
plugging the shampoo product, went 
to town for Lombardo’s crew. There 
were brothers Liebert and Carmen 
who came in for bows, along with 
Guy, in narrations of their early ex- 
periences when they were breaking 
into the biz. It all had a corny 
touch, which wasn’t at all com- 
pelling. 

Outside of that, the Lombardo or- 
chestra still showed itself to be one 
of topnotch bands with its soft, 
sweet music. 

Richard Himber’s orch is on tap 
for the second program next week, 
while others scheduled to follow in- 
clude Hal Kemp, Benny Goodman, 
Vincent Lopez, Eddy Duchin, Tommy 
Dorsey and Ben Bernie. 


OLIVIA DE HAVILLAND 
With Don Ameche 
Dramatic Sketch 
CHASE & SANBORN 
Sunday 8 p. m., EDST 
WEAF, New York 

(J. Walter Thompson) 


For Don Ameche’s return to Chase 
& Sanborn’s Sunday evening hour 
after his European trip and subse- 
quent illness, Olivia de Havilland 
skipped Warners’ lot for a duo with 
Ameche in ‘When the Sun Rises.’ It 
was strictly dramatic stuff, somewhat 
stalemated by this time due to pres- 
entation of similar themes over the 
airwaves of late, but, nevertheless, 
all to the good due to the splendid 
approach to the subiect, by Miss de 
Havilland. 

Her comparatively recent popular- 
ity in films can be defined similarly 
for radio. Her flair for drama, evi- 
denced in pictures, was made a diffi- 





WOR, New York 
(White-Lowell) 
Making his debut as a news com- 


for Renault wine. former New Jer- 
sey Governor Hav~old G. Hoffman, on 
the opener Sunday (4), showed him- 
self to be still a politician. He em- 
| ployed politics mostly for his source 
of commentary, in the home field 
and abroad. He also, and indiscrimi- 
nately so, reverted back to his home 
state for a couple of comments, dur- 
ing which the first person came in 
unwisely. 
| Hoffman's voice lacks the fire and 
snap of the better commentators. 
| Hasn't any style, all seeming to be 
| a recitation. He lent a note of pathos 
with his discussion of the homeless 
children in Spain, but that’s een 
done before, and often. Diction, too, 
fails to measure up. 

His weekly broadcasts are due to 
be transferred to Tuesdays, same 
| time, after Sept. 27. 











mentator on the week’s world affairs 


cult transition for her on the air 
due to the difficult theme. Latter 
reached out into the medium be- 
| tween life and death, with the in- 
terloving forces of each threatening 
to part Ameche and Miss deHavil- 
land, as lovers, after a near-fatal 
auto crash. Dialog was on the much- 
beaten path, but managed to main- 
tain interest with dramatic savor 
given it by the guest star. 

There was a little to-do with 
Charlie McCarthy and Edgar Bergen 
afterward, but it was the usual stuff 
between the dammy and program's 
guest stars. 





LOWMAN OUT WEST 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 

Columbia’s Lawrence Lowman, 
vice prez in charge of operations, 
planed in today (Tuesday). 

While here he'll] huddle with Don- 
ald W. Thornburgh, Coast topper, 
and Arthur Rush, Columbia Manage- 
‘ment headman here. 





| 
j 
liday, was not so hot in itself. The stead of extolling the druggists’ 


Follow-Up 


— 


———= 


Comment 





Politics were given the temporary 
go-by Thursday night (1) by Con- 
gressman Bruce Barton, who revert- 





'ed to the field in which he gained} 


prominence—advertising. Launching 


over WJZ, New York, Barton showed 
himself to be still an astute copyist 
—he didn’t commit himself. He left 
that to Jerry McQuade, editor of 
Drug Topics & Drug Trade News; 
and the latter certainly let himself 
in for plenty. 

Since the program was intended to 


nationally advertised brands, Mc- 
Quade answered the clarion of his 
readers and sent the nationally ad- 
vertised drug brands soaring. He 
intimated that the consumer 


Nationally Advertised Brands Week| 


push the drive of the National Assn. | 
of Druggists, in its attempt to boost} 


would | 


studio was all about while this - 

was on. It is possible that the whol, 
show had been routined Strictly bed 
studio appreciation and that the 
dialers constituted just so m - 
added audience. uch 





‘Information, Please,” which Z0es 
out over WJZ-NBC net Tuesday 
/night at 8:30, EDST, still is the 
brightest “question-answer’ program 





to hit airwaves cecently. Sponsor 
that finally snags this 30-minute 
stint is certain to get value. 
Clifton Fadiman, literary 


, critic 
for New Yorker magazine, again was 
master of ceremonies last week (23) 
Marcus Duffield, day news editor of 


never gO wrong in purchasing such | New York Herald Tribune; Franklin 


products. 

Barton was more general and ye 
showed a sense of proportion. In- 
na- 
tionally advertised products, he went 


into the more humane phase, show- | 


ing how the druggist helps his com- 
| munity, his problems, etc. 


| 


Allen Josephy and WOR are do- 
ing a good job on the Hines side- 
| lights. The hourly flashes by the 
staticn point up the interest so that 
wher vosephy’s scheduled 6:45 p. m. 
resume period comes round there 
| has been an arresting continuity all 
| through the day. 

The Mutual’s commentator has a 
carefully prepared, but extempo- 
raneously-sounding script of high- 
lights, which does something the 
press-radio news dispatches are sup- 
posed not to do—make unnecessary 
the further reading of any news- 
paper accounts. The 15-minute re- 
sume is thoroughly complete as to 
what transpired, plus also the hu- 
man interest sidelights on the pro- 
ceedings. 








NBC has two mono-named maes- 
troes who bespeak of romantic dans- 
apation and neither disappoints. From 
Boston comes Rakov and his ‘Easy 
Rhythm,’ and from San Francisco 
comes Rendezvous with Ricardo. 
Both R’s do their terp tunestering in 
tip-top style. Ricardo is more Lat- 
inesque, as the name implies; Rakov 
forthright and rhythmic. 





‘Gang Busters’ is back on the air, 
again via Palmolive sponsorship, and 
say what they will about gangsters 
cycles being passe, it’s still arresting 
stuff. Certainly the sales of detective 
fiction would disprove and so does 
‘Gang Busters,’ with its sagas of 
crime and, of course, eventual pun- 
ishment. 

There’s an authentic air lent the 
general structure, with the usages 
of famed criminologists like Col. 
Schwartzkopf and Commissioner 
Lewis J. Valentine interspersing the 
recounting of the cases of eminent 
outlaws. 
for wanted men is another socko 
touch. 





Raymond Scott Quintet somehow 
didn’t come off as socko on the 
Whiteman-Chesterfield show as 
might be expected. Maybe ‘Siberian 
Sleigh Ride’ and ‘Egyptian Barn 
Dance’ sound too much alike; or 
maybe there’s not enough contrast 
between an integral band unit and 
the major Whiteman organization. 
But it was just passingly fair, al- 
though the Scotters have performed 
to more socko results on other occa- 
sions, via air and screen. 





Bill Stern was quite a little mixed 


debut football game, that between 
the Washington Redskins, pro 
champs, and the Collegiate All-Stars. 


tities; only followed the passers, and 


plays or niceties of the game. It was 
NBCd from Soldier's Field, Chicago, 
where over 80,000 attended, last 
Wednesday (31). Stern usually does 
a good grid job, so maybe he was 
rusty because it was too early in the 
season. 








On the subject of sportscasters, 


| Ted Husing did a calm, collected and | 


| his usually expert job from the Ger- 
mantown Cricket Club in spieling 
the Davis Cup matches. 
nis 1s never exciting to follow in the 
abstract, via the mike, Husing’s fine 
knowledge of the yame helps con- 
| siderably. His side-comment on the 
| ‘bad gallery,’ which was talking up 
the game and seemingly bothering 
the players, was rather unusual, but 
apparently quite in order, 





Colonel Stoopnagle was away off 


for Bristol-Myers on NBC. The gags 
sounded consistently pointless and 
overstrained, particularly when 
Stoopnagle, aided, but dubiously, by 
Harry Von Zell, tried to make some- 
thing funny out of the theme of 
radio advice givers. Hank Morgan’s 
string and whatnot combination, 
recruited as guesters, sounded 
melodious enough, but it must have 
been exasperatingly puzzling to 
listeners what the mirth in the 





The broadcasting of real-life clues 


up in his broadcasting of the season’s | 


Stern stumbled frequently on iden- | 


missed on commenting on the other | 


While ten-, 


his usual comic flavor during last | 
Wednesday night’s (31) installment | 


P. Adams (F.P.A.) of Post: Percy 


,| Waxman of the Cosmopolitan mag., 


|and John Kiernan of the N.Y. Times 
sports department, made up board of 
experts. 


| Stealing a march on other bands, 
| Horace Heidt save what amounted 
|to a preview of college gridiron 
| songs “on the Alemite program Sun- 
| day (4) night over NBC. Built his 
entire show around the idea of the 
band’s current bus tour through the 
midwest, shifting alma mater tunes 
according to state and towns. In- 
cluded in his renertoire were foot- 
| ball songs from Pennsylvania, Iowa, 
Marauette U. Minnesota, Indiana and 
California. Heidt employed his glee 
club heavily in putting over numer- 
ous familiar school songs. 





| Symphony concert from Grant 
Park, Chicago, last Sunday night (4) 
| was mostly tepid fare, even for clas- 
| sical music bugs. Session was carried 
| by CBS from 8:30 until 10 and picked 
| up for the ensuring half-hour by 
NBC blue. With due allowances for 
the difficulties of outdoor pickups, 
the music itself was aggressively or- 
dinary. Walter Steindel’s conducting 
| was painfully uninspired, while the 
|orchestra merely played against 
| time. 


| Solo portion of the program by Al- 
| bert Spalding, however, was just the 
| reverse of the orchestral part. Vio- 
|linist’s playing was finely conceived, 
skillfully executed and vividly col- 
ored. 





| Jim Ameche and Betty Lou Gerson 

continue to bat along near the top of 
| wackiness in their ‘Win Your Lady’ 
series Sunday nights over NBC blue 
|for Woodbury soap. Piece is in the 
|‘My Man Godfrey’ groove of ro- 
|mantic comedy; that is, reason is 
| tossed out the window, and anything 
goes for a laugh. As it happens, the 
_idea works pretty well. It’s all broad 
farce—romantic, dizzy and_ shot 
through with humor. 

Last Sunday’s (4) session, the 10th, 
|related how the ardent swain ad- 
vanced another step toward getting 
his gal, this time by getting a nitwit 
dame through her college entrance 





exams. Since the college is even 
goofier than the girl, it makes a 
happy farce combination. No effort 


is made to hide the fact that the hero 
is ultimately going to realize his real 
love is his femme helper. Jim 
Ameche continues to sound like a 
carbon of his brother, Don Ameche, 
while Betty Lou Gerson is properly 
dry and wise-cracking as the hero- 
ine-to-be. Commercials do every- 
ne but choke the listener with 
suds. 








Station WOR, in co-operation with 
the New Jersey motor traffic author- 
ities, has been conducting an excel- 
lent safety campaign all summer, 
with its regular weekend broadcasts 
of traffic conditions along the pop- 
ular routes in Jersey, Westchester, 
county and Long Island, etc. It came 
| to a climax with extra broadcasts 
guiding the heavy Labor Day week- 
end motorists, detailing just how 
congested were certain roads, etc. 





| LUM AND ABNER 
Dramatic Serial 
With Chester Lauck and Norris Goff 
15 Mins, 
GENERAL FOODS < 
Mon., Wed., Fri., 6:45 p. m., EDST 
| WABC-CBS, New York 
Crackerbarrel comedians returned 
Monday (5) for their eighth season 
as rube gagsters and sages. Continue 
their familiar routine of broad com- 
edy in their hayseed voice character- 
izations. And since it’s been stand- 
ard stuff for seven years there’s noth- 
ing much to be said about it at this 
date. It obviously rings the bell, as 
witness its continuous sponsored run. 
Situation at show caught (5) had 
Lum just returning from a fruitless 
‘trip to England to collect an inher'!- 
tance that had been left him. Al- 
though Lum had disposed of his 
business to pay for the trip. he dis- 
covered the estate was in litigation. 
Whereupon Abner wondered where 
litigation is. It’s that kind of com- 
edy. It unravels slowly and noth- 
ing much happens. “e 
Sponsor plugs Postum with the 
| series. Compared to most of radios 
super-colossal claims, the commer 
Hobe. 
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cials are fairly painless. 
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FCC Assures Nets-Affiliates 





coming monopoly investigation. 


affiliates took jointly. 


a couple weeks ago. 


Samuel Rosenbaum, head of WFIL, Philadelphia, and chairman of 
the executive committee of the Independent Radio Network Affiliates, 
reported last week that he had received assurances from William J. 
Dempsey, staff counsel for the Federal Communications Commission, 
that the latter would not put any unfavorable construction on the 
efforts of the networks and their associates to co-operate on the forth- 
Dempsey voiced this opinion after 
Rosenbaum had explained what the IRNA had been doing with the 
webs on the proposition and that the IRNA’s executive committee 
wanted the FCC to be fully aware of whatever steps the nets and 


Rosenbaum last week transmitted the gist of his conversation with 
Dempsey to Lenox R. Lohr and Edward Klauber. 
(Tuesday) that he had drawn up an explanatory statement on the 
progress made by the networks and affiliates jointly to date for dis- 
tribution to the broadcasting trade, and that he was trying to get 
approval for its release from the IRNA executive committee. 

Suggestion that Rosenbaum feel out the commission had been made 
by Columbia while the network and affiliate factions were in meeting 
CBS’ viewpoint was that before either side 





Yeast and More Time 


On Sept. 25 the ‘Good Will Hour’ | 


on Mutual and Inter-City net will go | 





He said yesterday 


started committing itself they ought to find out how the FCC would 
regard as such a common front. 











(BS Bid to Get American Record 
Report, but Deal Looks Quite Cold 


| 
CBS board of directors, at its meet- | 


ing this afternoon (Wed.), will likely 
receive a preliminary report on the 
examination made by network rep- 
resentatives into the operations and 
pooks of the American Record Co., 
with a view to buying the phono- 
graph disc combine. Possibility of 
this deal going through does not look 
bright. In addition to members of 
the CBS executive staff, the network 
has had three lawyers and four ac- 
countants engaged for weeks in prob- 
ing the proposition. 

Columbia is reported to have been 
nudged into the American Record 
picture by far more than an interest 
in expanding its holdings into the 
transcription business. Arthur Jud- 
son, associated with CBS financially 


and officially via the Columbia Con- 
certs Corp., is credited with original- 
ly suggesting the American Record 
Co. look-in. 


Judson’s idea, it is said, was not in 
terms of transcription, but, rather, of 
phonograph records. As a managing 
and booking service, the Columbia 
Concerts Corp. is concerned with the 
popularity of concert artists through- 
out the world. The phonograph rec- 
ord is still a potent box office builder 
in Europe and South America as far 
as concert artists are concerned. 


Victor’s Monopozy 


In recent years RCA Victor’s Red 
Seal had enjoyed pretty much of a 
monopoly in the classic field, and it 
has been a physical impossibility for 
Red Seal to include every recognized 
artist in its list. Because of this sit- 
uation, quite a number of the CCC’s 
artists have had to forego the build- 
up and publicizing aid of the pho- 
hograph on their tours abroad. These 
artists have expressed themselves as 
deeply resentful at the handicap, and 
have urged that their managers, who 
are part of the CCC combine, do 
something about remedying the need 
for a phonograph company which 
 . take up where Red Seal leaves 


It was pointed out that any record- 
ing company that CBS controlled 
Could in due time have exclusive call 
on all CCC artists and develop into a 
stiff competitor of RCA Victor, a sis- 
ter subsidiary of NBC and the NBC 
Artist Bureau, whose major business 
is the managing and booking of con- 
cert artists. 


Acquisition of the American Rec- 
ord Co. would give CBS the right to 
a kindred trade name, the Columbia 
Phonograph record. Columbia artists 
would be associated with a Columbia 
record label. The other labels put 


Out by the ARC are Brunswick and 
Vocalion. 


William Paley returned yesterday 
(Tuesday) from Europe and was 
Slated to go over the American Rec- 








} 


| 


| 


ord situation before the board meet- | 


ing. It was the old Columbia Pho- 
nograph Co. that actually financed 
the organizers of the Columbia 
Broadcasting System. This was long 
before the Paleys and the Levys got 
into the picture. The original pro- 
Moters of the network induced the 
Columbia Phonograph Co. to pay 
them $100,000 for the use of the Co- 
Uumbia name. At.that time phono- 
8raph recording was still a booming 
industry. 





He’s Comin’ Around 


Mountain to Senate 





Salt Lake City, Sept. 6. 
In his attempt to land a seat in 
the U. S. Senate, Dr. Arthur C. 
Wherry, local dentist and Republican 
standard-bearer, has spent $1,661.82, 
most of which went for hauling his 


hillbilly troupe throughout the state 
to drum up votes. Wherry’s election- 
eering methods are similar to those 
successfully employed by Lee Mc- 
Daniels, of Texas, who with a couple 
of lush mountain ballads and slo- 
gans won the gubernatorial nomina- 
tion. 

Dentist’s outfit consists of a sound 
truck, three cleffers and a femme 
warbler. 


Seeds Agcy. Putting 
30-Min. Show on NBC 
For B-W, BBD&O Acc’t 


Chicago, Sept. 6. 

Freeman Keyes has snatched off 
another hunk of the Brown-William- 
son account from the Batten, Barton, 
Durstine & Osborne agency and 
brought it into his Russell M. Seeds 
agency here. Managed the takeover 
with a 30-min. weekly show which 
will ride over a 54-station NBC red 
network every Saturday night, origi- 
nating at WLW, Cincinnati. 

It’s a variety show headed by 
comedienne Kitty O’Neil and singer 
Red Foley. Keyes held a preview 
of the show before .an NBC studio 
audience here last week. Let ‘em 
hear a waxing of the program and 
then asked for audience comment. 
Following this survey, he made sev- 
eral revisions in the setup of the 
program to conform with the tastes 
of the public. 











NOBLESSE OBLIGE 


NBC’s Grand Gesture to CBS, or 
Else—Tennis Racket 








NBC has decided that it won’t ‘an- 
noy’ CBS at any of the future tennis 
matches, Instead of having its com- 
mentator, John R. Tunis, and an an- 
nouncer occupying the press box, 


NBC, out of considerations for CBS’ | 


feelings, will hereafter buy regular 


| spectator tickets for the twosome. 


They'll later ‘report’ the game out- 
side of the tennis grounds proper. 

Grand gesture on NBC's part is 
the aftermath of an incident which 
occurred last Saturday (3) during 
the international matches at Ger- 
mantown, Pa. Ted Husing, on hand 
for CBS, which holds the exclusive 
broadcasting rights to all U. S. Lawn 
Tennis Association matches, com- 
plained to the latter’s officials about 
the presence of Tunis and an NBC 
announcer in the press box and asked 
that they be removed. The request 
was refused. 

Tunis reported that Husing told 
him that the plaint was not personal, 
but that he had to take the action 


' against NBC. 


Program has been running only | 
|half hour, starting 10 p. m. on Sun-| 
| days. WMCA, originating station and 
on Inter-City, feeds the Mutual net. 


WCAU Cops Republican 
Coin from WFIL, Philiy; 
May Line Up Own Net 


Philadelphia, Sept. 6. 
Republican campaign airings in the 
coming Pennsy elections were swiped 
from WFIL last week by WCAU. 
Quaker State Network, organized and 








| 





| past three years. It had full expec- 
jtations of getting their business 
again. 

WCAU, it is understood, will form 
a network of its own, Inasmuch as 
many of the towns covered have but 
one major outlet, it will be necessary 
to line up stations in WFIL’s web. 
WFIL has prior rights, but no exclu- 
sive agreement with them. 


been signed by the Democrats for 36 
quarter-hour periods, Mondays 
through Fridays, starting today 
(Tuesday). Commentator will be a 
Philly attorney. Will also air a se- 
ries of 43 spot announcements on 16 
station hook-up. 


ERIK BARNOUW HEADS 
COL. U.S NEW COURSE 


Columbia University, N. Y., is 
launching a new radio course this 
fall, Radio Today, which will be in 
addition to the old course in radio 
writing. It will be a survey of what 
is going on in the broadcasting field. 

Columbia’s new course will be su- 
pervised by Erik Barnouw, who was 
program director for Erwin Wasey 
and Arthur Kudner agencies, and 
also writer of NBC serial, ‘The 
Honeymooners.’ He also handles the 
radio writing course. 

Practical side of broadcasting will 
be touched on in the new course by 
such speakers as Arthur Pryor, Jr., 
Paul Kesten, Orson Welles, John 
Carlile, Walter Pierson, Lewis Tit- 
terton, Frank Stanton, Clarence 
Goshorn, Jack Johnstone, Douglas 
Coulter, Anne Hummert, Franklin 
Dunham, Margaret Cuthbert, Tom 
Hutchinson, Sterling Fisher, Clifton 
Fadiman, Rudy Vallee and others. 











Seattle, Sept. 6. 

‘Ted’ Bell, program director of 
KRSC, has been reappointed instruc- 
tor in charge of radio broadcasting 
classes at U. of Washington. So 
popular has been this course, an 
extra class, the third, has been added 
to the curriculum for the next school 
term. 

U. of W. maintains its own studio, 
sound effects and continuity offices 
and is on the air daily by remote 
wire to .stations KRSC, KOMO 
(NBC) and KOL (Mutual). 


Sam Paley Unloaded 
1,000 Shares in July 


Washington, Sept. 6. 

More stock peddling by Sam 
Paley, director of Columbia Broad- 
casting System, during July, accord- 
ing to latest Securities & Exchange 
Commission report on the operations 
of ground-floor residents. 

Web head’s dad dumped _ 1,000 
shares of his class A stock, reducing 
his pile to 12,000. Herbert Bayard 
Swope, another director, also 
loaded 200 shares, leaving him 
9,800. 











un- 


with 


‘Hoosier Hop’s’ P. A. 
Fort Wayne, Sept. 6 

WOWO's ‘Hoosier Hop’ crew will 
go to the Indiana state fair for per- 
sonal appearances. Weekly feature 
will be aired from fair grounds at In- 
dianapolis Sept. 8. 

‘Hop,’ sponsored by Indiana Farm- 
ers Guide, will appear under that 
publication’s banner at the fair 


‘Good Will Hour’ Gets | 
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GOV'T NOT LIKELY TO PROBE ASCAP. 
ICING BROADCASTERS’ NEW ATTACK 


‘Department of Justice Not Interested Now After 
Withdrawing 1935 Suit—Paine Attacks Miller’s 
Unsent Letter as ‘Same Old Red Herring’ 


to a full hour for Ironized Yeast. i ce 





Publication of a letter to Senator, fish to fry and that the size of the 
Joseph C. O’Mahoney, drafted but! copyright business will not warrant 
not mailed by Neville Miller, new the effort to unfold ramifications of 
president of the National Associa-' such a complicated matter. The 
| tion of Broadcasters, attacking the committee is after much bigger game 
| American Society of Composers,| —steel, cement, oil, tires, automo- 
| Authors and Publishers as a monopoly piles, etc.—and the copyright busi- 
| deserving of Federal investigation,) ness by comparison is only dime- 


| caused both amazement and chagrin! store scope. 


in ASCAP 


quarters in New York. 
| ASCAP heads had been expecting a 
| studious and sober approach to the 
| performing rights situation by Miller 
| and had expressed a willingness to 


Repercussions Possible 
Radio business might stick its chin 
out in requesting help of the Con- 
gressional - Department anti - trust 
critics 


keyed by WFIL, has the Democrats | 
tied up and has had the GOP for the | 


Quaker set-up of 16 outlets has just | embarrassed 


group, note. Already there 


extend him the fullest co-operation 
nave been repeated intimation that 


in exploring the _ possibilities of 
| working out a friendly basis for a broadcasters may be placed on the 
new five or 10-year contract. defensive themselves by the probers. 


John G. Paine, ASCAP gen. mer., a circumstances, wailing about 
~~ 4 


{ 


| declared Friday (2) that he was posstoiy would oany — 
\‘sorry that Miller had not, ap- late foes of radio to insist upon ag- 
| parently, brought an individual di- te dock aie are — 
| rection or intelligence to the solu- af ty ex's tg oo a _ 
| tion of the problem, but had let him. {)7ODE omplaint against ASCAP, 
| self be influenced by the same old there is a faction in the business 

which feels it would be unwise to 


| clique.” Paine said that it was un- - : 
| fortemate that Miller had let him- present it to the administration dig- 
| self become the tool of the ola| °c! because of the Bennett angle. 
ASCAP-baiting crowd in the NAB, | Hints from government sources in- 
and that he had lent timesif te do- | dicate that the industry would be 
ing the same old thing in the same | when the Justice De- 
old way. It was the same old red | Partment gave its appraisal of Ben- 
herring that Miller was drawing | D¢tt’s ammunition. The fact. that 
across the same old trail, but | Bennett was hired to represent ra- 


ASCAP, added Paine, has long | dio after drawing down $2,000 in the 
been accustomed to the smell. 


43 months he was a special assistant 
Dalen cited tak te bad tached! to Attorney-General Cummings does 


Savcuaah: tx, elaine aaboaeeh i the | 2° sit well with some elements in 
NAB, who wonder why he was un- 


post of NAB president with hope me . 

that the old hates could be cleared ig ny — a on ASCAP if 
away and a groundwork for pleasant sites ‘ean ‘aueen tn abeyance 
salad ae tien gl Peco Friday (2) after reaction to the in- 
cok Gat “en, oad tek |spired publication of the tentative 


instead, | , : : , . 
Hille tad teense % mew votes tec | etter proved discouraging. Showing 
the same old general counsel and a| UP the advocates of the idea by de- 


not very intelligent brain-trust.’ | nying they had received a plea from 


| Miller, aides and members of the 

one was Ne a Paine said, that |committee were not inclined to take 
agg go Ay eau wrong foot | seriously the thought that copyright 
wite regare te » and that he) i, 4 sufficiently serious problem for 
saw fit to lay down the barrage be- | 





th : s : : 
fore he had heard two sides of the po ac we ga red 
story. sponse, Miller decided to put the 





proposed letter, in which he had 
made several changes, aside until 
| he can go into the policy angles 
'more fully. 


WEW, St. L., Cooling 
Plant Takes Rap For 
Spread of Hay Fever 


St. Louis, Sept. 6. 
Recently installed air conditioning 
plant at WEW is being blamed for 
the epidemic of hay fever that has 
almost put the entire staff out of ac- 


Washington, Sept. 6. 


Strong indications that the New 
| Deal monopoly investigators would 
include copyright in their economic 
studies, this week appeared to have 
doused cold water on a faction in 
National Association of Broadcasters 
which recommend the Administration 
probers assist them in getting relief 
from American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors & Publishers. 


Trial balloon sent up by Neville 
Miller, president of NAB, late last 
week, fell so fast that all talk about 
sending the plea for assistance was 
hushed until the end of this week. 
Feeler in the form of an unofficial 
preliminary draft of an unsent let- : 
ter brought little encouragement | U0. First to be hit was Arthur 


from brain trusters steering the hunt | J0"€s, Program director, who hur- 
for monopolies. |riedly switched plans for his vaca- 


: ; tion in the south for a spot in north- 
Strong disapproval to a move of | ern Minnesota, where the cooler 
| the sort Miller was contemplating | ¢]imate would alleviate his suffering. 
|was voiced in some radio quarters! Other snifflers and eye dabbers are 
ere. Likely to be reflected at the | Al S. Foster, general manager; Bill 
next meeting of the NAB executive | Durbin, gabber; Jack Norder, actor; 
committee, tentatively listed for the | Lou Hagerman, p.a.; Ralph Barnett, 
middle of this month, when the copy- | operator, and Mary Rose Collins, 
right situation probably will he’ secretary. Station theorists believe 
threshed out. | the pollen was trapped by the air 
"35 Case Too Weak conditioning apparatus and distribu- 
Proposal appears to some industry ted through the studios. 


figures to be based on poor strategy, | 

particularly since the Justice De- HARRIETT ? 

|; partment has been disinterested in WILSON’S 

reviving the shelved 1935 anti-trust | 

suit against ASCAP. If the NAB. BAD AUTO CRACKUP 

now appeals for Federal aid in 

breaking the ASCAP hold on pro- CIR : 

tected music, it will look ridiculous, ae Hollywood, Sept. 6 

in the estimation of several observ- , Harriett Wilson, conductor of ra- 
dio’s ‘Singing Strings,’ is in a critical 
condition Vollowing an 

accident on Labor Day. 




















ers. Those lukewarm or hostile to 
the idea point out that Andrew W. 
Bennett, now special NAB advisor 


automobile 


; Femme director suffered a skul 

on copyright matters, roosted on the fract ms t . ye red a 
, iPacture and interna Injurie Ir ne 
Justice Department payroll three and , aaa . “ an 

mishap. ‘Singing Strings’ is an NBC 


one-half years, occupied particularly 
with the investigation of ASCAP and 
| the abortive trial. 

If the D. J., after obtaining an in- 


feature, 


New Yankee V.P.s 


'dictment and starting to take evi- Boston, Sent. 6. 
dence, suddenly decided the case Roy Harlow, assistant to the presi- 
against ASCAP was too weak to pro- dent. and Linus Travers, production 
ceed, there is scant likelihood that manager, were elected vice-presi- 
the present monopoly diggers would dents of the Yankee and Colonial 
be disposed to go over the same, Networks at directors’ meetinys here 
ground again, it is felt. Indications | Sept. 1. 

from official sources are that the John Shepard, 3d, remains prexyv 


Roosevelt Administration has bigger of both networks 
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AWOL COMMISSIONERS 
GET SEPT. CHORES 


Washington, Sept. 6. 


September chores for sun-tanned 
Commissioners who—with a couple 





of exceptions—have been ducking 
their responsibilities during the 
Washington dog-days—outlined as 
follows: 


(1) Motions, pleadings and other 
procedural matters will be taken on 


by Commissioner Sykes, who has 
spent most of the summer sizzling 
here. 


(2) License applications, following 
construction; applicants for time ex- 
tensions, changes in equipment and 
other small technical matters, Com- 
missioner Walker. 

(3) Uncontested proceedings 
public convenience, 


1Tl- 


volving neces- 


sity, @tc., or emergency wire service, 
Commissioner Craven. 

(4) All Alaskan matters, with the 
exception of licenses, either for 


broadcast stations, amateurs, ship and 
other operators, Commissioner Case. 

(5) All subjects concerning admin- 
istration of tariff circulars of the 
Commish adopted pursuant to Sec- 
tion 203 of the Communications Act, 
Commissioner Payne. 

(6) All applications for aeronauti- 
eal, aircraft, geophysical, motion pic- 
airport, police, etc., Commis- 
Brown. 


tures, 
sioner 





EXAMINER’S REPORTS 


Massachusetts: Renewal of license for WIXEQ, New Bed- 
ford experimenter, recommended by Examiner Robert lL. 
Irwin because of interesting listener-survey how being con- 
ducted by the transmitter. 

DX-er, using 100 watts on 31600, 35600, ose0d and 4100 Ke, 
nroposes to try out various types of antenna and make other 


h } 


fully m plot he 1 “a- 
equipment changes in an effort to usefully employ the ultra 


high frequencies for small town coverase Has been having 
trouble with extremely tricky’ frequencies but has one 
steady listener as far away as Parsons, Kans 
Station is owner by E. Anthony & Sons, Ine licensee of 
WNBH and carries programs f the latter from to 6 
p.m. dail Will put 1 publ t campa 1 i rags 
’ » corpor wit ’ t he 1 7 | 
aa i 1 la va t rdcasting 
? 4 l VW h i |} l 1 J y 4 g 
i} 
Missouri: Il* on to operate t » add s, with 
, throttle } 0 ye granted 
KFEQ, 8 Tos } according to a report by Examiner Me i 
. aie T IK S 
t r t V f aliowed 
mntil su t Ca t Datberg 
ind NI is to gn off t sundown, ioca 
Winte yroadcasts « KFEQ are sometimes i ff as early 
as p.m Dalberg pointed out, but erating on California 
t statior ould keep going during the summer as late as 
45 p.m St. Joseph, an important livestock and grain com- 
munity would benefit by crop and irket reports which 
farmers are unable to listen to under the present schedule, 
examiner declared 
Some interference expected between KFEQ and WPTF, 
Raleig)! N. C., report admitted, but this would prev ail only 
short time during the additional hours re juested 
KFEQ was represented by Ben 8S. Fisher and Charles we 
Wayland 
Oregon: Juice irap for KMED, Medford, was frowned on 
Chief Examiner Davis G Arnold 
Upping of the station’s power from 200 watts to 1 kw 
would cause interference to two Canadian stations— KMO 
nd CKFC—Arnold found, and demand for increase is not 
| sufficientiy within the public interest. Plea was based on 
need for an extension of the frost warning service, broadcast 
by KMED to local pear-growers, and upon the probability 


DeMille Will Act With 
Benny in Lux ‘Baldpate’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 6. 

Cecil B. DeMille, producer- 
narrator of Lux airshow, will take 
an a¢ting part in broadcast Sept. 26 
of ‘Seven Keys to Baldpate.’ Jack 
Benny and Mary Livingstone have 
the leads. Marks first thesp role for 
DeMille since he played part of the 
faro dealer in the picturization of 
‘The Squaw Man’ 25 years ago. 

Ed Beloin and Bill Morrow, radio 
writers for Benny, will collab with 
George Wells, Lux scripter, on the 
‘Baldpate’ continuity. 





Rathborn Hypoes Philiy 


ACA on New Constitution 
Philadelphia, Sept. 6. 

Mervyn Rathborn, international 
prez of the American Communica- 
tions Assn., C{O panelmen’s organ- 
ization, urged the Philly local at a 
meeting Friday night (2) to vote for 
acceptance of the new ACA consti- 
tution. Rathborn came over from 
New York for the confab, first time 


he has addressed the radio en- 
gineers here, 
ACA is now negotiating with 


WCAM, Camden, and WPG, Atlan- 
tic City, where knobtwisters are all 
organized but have no _ contract. | 
Talks will get underway soon with 
WFIL, whose contract expires Nov. 1. 


B-S-H’s 2 Serials 

New serial. ‘Young Widder Brown,’ 
will late this month begin airing 
five times weekly over NBC red for 
Cal-Aspirin and  Haley’s Emo. 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert is _ pro- 
ducing the show, in 15-minute epi- 
sodes, 

John DeWitt, who scripts. the 
B-S-H ‘David Harum’ for Babo, has 
taken over the writing of the same 
agency’s ‘Mrs. Wiggs of the Cabbage 
Patch’ for Old English Wax. He 
succeeds Robert Andrews, who con- 
tinues on Bisodol’s ‘Just Plain Bill’ 
series, also for B-S-H. 








NEW DET. ANNOUNCERS 
Detroit, Sept. 6. 
New additions to announcing staff 
at WJBK here include Charles Mc- 
Laughlin, formerly with WGN and 
WMAQ, Chicago, who replaces Ed 
Longwell. Latter left to take post in 


Indianapolis. 
Newell Davis, formerly with 
WMCA and WOR, Newark, takes 


place of Don Wille, who moves into 
continuity department to write an 
hour program. 





‘Lem-Martha’ in Chi 
Chicago, Sept. 6. 

Last season’s test of ‘Lem and 
Martha‘ comedy show on WHO, Des 
Moines, turned out so well for Osh- 
kosh overalls, Ruthrauff & Ryan 
agency is bringing it into Chi this 
season and putting it on WMAQ, 
starting with the change back to 
standard time. 

Will be a three-a-week ride in 
15-minute platters. 


that national advertisers, including American Tobacco Co., 


Generel Motors, General Foods and General Mills, would be 
interested in buying time 
Clarence C. Dill and James W. Gum appeared on behalf 


ef the applicant. 

Puerto Rico: Paz ijeas of Juan Piza, San Juan, as to 
what he would do with it if he had it, drew a recommenda- 
tion for denial on his plea for an experimental broadcast 
station to be operated with 1 kw. on 4797.5, 6425, and 8655 Ke. 

Applicant, who owns tation WNEL, San Juan, was ‘unable 
or unwilling to offer any statement as to the general objec- 
tives of his apvlication other than that his intention was to 
experiment and find out,’ according to Examiner R. H. Hyde, 
Has retained a New York engineering consultant to super- 
vise the project by remote control. 

Testimony at the hearing developed that much of the pro- 
gram material would be drawn from Piza’s existing trans- 
mitier. with Examiner Hyde apparently suspicious that the 
proposed IbX-ec would be used primarily to get the jump 
on WK®, Piza’s only Puerto Rico opposition. After study- 


ng the pt examiner 


of experimentatiecn, so 


position, conciuded that applicant's ‘plan 
far as disclosed by the evidence, is 
to broadcast programs and have observations made of 


er 
mpiy 


the transmission and reception of same.’ Not enough reason 
to vrant an ex>erimental license, Hyde ruled 
Kliner VV. Dra was retained by applicant 


MINOR DECISIONS 


Alabama: WRBHP, Wilton Harvey Pollard Huntsville, 
resent license further extended on temporary basis to Oct, 
] pending determination on renewal application; WJRD, 
James KR. Doss, Jr., Tuscaloosa, extension of present license 
to Oct 1 pending Commish decision on pending renewal 
application 

Alaska: KGBU, Alaska Radio & Service Co., Ine Ketchi- 
kan, present license further extended on temporary basis to 
Oct. 1, pending determination on renewal; KEFQD, Anchor- 
age Radio Club, Ine., Anchorage, granted renewal of license 
on temporary basis only, subject to Commish action on 


pending renewal application. 
California: KMTR Radio Corp., Los 
newal of license for the period Sept. 


Angeles, 
1 to March 1, 

Connectieut: WELI, City Broadcasting Corp., New Haven, 
present license extended on temporary basis only, for, period 
ending Oct. 1, pending determination on renewal application; 
WBRY, American Republican, Ine., Waterbury, present 
license extended further on a temporary basis only for a 
period of three months, 

Georgia: WGST, Georgia School of Technology, 
granted renewal of license for the period Sept. 1 to 

Honolulu: KGU, Marion A. Mulrony & 
lishing Lid., Honoluiu, granted 
the period ending Feb. 1, 

Iliineis: Mutual 
granted extension on 
Commish action en pending 
ity to transmit 
operated by 
censed by 
facitities of 


granted re- 


Atlanta, 
Dec. 1, 

Advertising Pub- 
Co., renewal of license for 
sroadcasting 
temporary 


System, Ine., Chicago, 
basis only, and subject to 
application for continued author- 
programs to CKLW, stations owned and 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp., and stations li- 
the Canadian Minister of Transport, through the 
the American ‘lelephone & Telegraph Co 
KWBC, W. B. 
transferee; Nation's 
application for transfer of 
heretotore set for hearing, withdrawn at applicant's request. 

Louisiana: KMLB, Liner’s Broadeasting Station, Inc 
Monroe, granted renewal of license for period ending Dee. 1; 
WJIBW, Charles ©. Carlson, New Orleans, present license 
further extended on temporary basis for period of 3 
months. 

Maine: 


Kansas: 
Harris, 
licensee; 


Greenwald, 
Center 


transferor; John P. 
Broadcasting Co., Inc., 


eontrol of corporation, 


only 


WAGM Aroostook troadcasting Corp., Presque 


Isle, granted renewal ef license for period ending Jan. 1. 
Mississippi: WCOC, Mississippi Broadcasting Co., Ine., 
Meridian, present license extended on temporary basis only 


to Oct. 1, pending 
Missouri: 
request for 


determination renewal 
KGBX, Springfield Broadcasting Co., Springfield, 


1250 ke with 1 kw, heretofore set for hearing, 


dismissed with prejudice ‘¢application for withdrawal re- 
ceived less than 39 days prior to hearing). 
Missouri: KSD, Pulitzer Pubiishing Co, St. Louis, granted 


withdrawal without 
for hearing, for 
to operate 


prejudice of 
extension of 
facsimile station 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
ent license extended on 
pending action on 
lishing Co., St 
until Oct. 1, 
Nebraska: 
plication for 
for hearing, 
plicant, 


application heretofore 
special experimental 
using 550 ke, with 1 
of Missouri, et« 
temporary 
renewal application; 
Louis, present license 

pending Commish action on application. 
WAAW, Omaha Grain Exchange 
transfer of control of corporation, 
withdrawn without prejudice at 


set 
authority 
kw.; KFUO, 
Clayton, pres- 
only until Oec«et. 1, 
KSC, Pulitzer Pub- 
extended temporarily 


basis 


Omaha, ap- 
heretofore set 


request of ap- 


Nebraska: WOW, Woodmen of the World Life Insurance 
Society, Omaha, present license extended on temporary basis 
to Oct. 1, pending action on renewal application 

| New Jersey: WPG, city of Atlantic City, Atlantic City, 
application for frequency change (1100 to 1130 ke.) and un- 
limited hours dismissed without prejudice 

New York: WoOV, International Broadcasting Corp New 
York, application for switch from 1130 to 1100 ke. and un- 


limited operation 
Broadcasting 
authority to 


dismissed without prejudice; 
System, Inec., New York, granted 
transmit programs to Canadian 
and CKAC and stations of the Canadian 
poration, for a period of six months from 
Broadcasting Co., Ine., New York, granted extension of ex- 
isting authority for period of six months from Sept. 15 to 
transmit to Canadian stations CFCF, CBL and other stations 


Columbia 
extension of 
CFRB 
Broadcasting Cor- 
Sept. 15; National 


Stations 


under control of the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. by means 
of wire lines furnished by A. T. & T. Co. (also granted ex- 
tension of existing authority for the same period to deliver 


programs to all broadcast stations under the control of the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp., that may be heard consistently 
in the United States); WMCA, Knickerbocker Broadcasting 
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license extended on 
action on application. 


Co., Ine., New Yor) 
basis only to Oct. l, 
Ohie: WCLE, 
land, granted 
March 1. 
Ohio: 
tion for 
watts dismissed 


present 
pending 


temporary 


Broadcasting Corp., Cleve- 
for the period Sept. 1 to 


Radio 


saicense 


Cleveland 
renewal of 
Springfield Broadcasting 


new 


Corp., Springfield, applica- 
operated on 1310 ke with 100 
applicant's request. 


station to be 
without prejudice on 
W3NXAU, WCAU Broadcasting Co., Newton 
modification of license to add frequency 
the frequencies authorized in exist- 
station; WPEN, William Penn Broadcasting 
Co., Ine granted renewal of license from Sept. 1 to 

Utah: Midwest Broadcasting 
new station to be operated on 


Pennsylvania: 
Square, granted 
15270 ke in addition to 
ing broadcast 


Corp., 
1210 ke 


applicant's 


Provo, application for 
with 100 watts with- 
request 


iwn without prejudice on 


sity of Dakota, Ver 
determi- 
WNAX, 


renewal of 


South 
temporaly pending 
na rf application for period ending Oct, 1 
WNAX Broadcasting Co Yankton, granted 


license on onty subject to 


South Dakota: KUSD, Univer 
} } Y mre 


T ! mn ent ense exte 





Commish action 


on applicat 
KIUN, Pecos Broadcasti 
! eT e 


f period 


wal 
ng Co Pecos, 
newal of I a Jan 1 
Broadcasting Co Tre Beaumont, present 1 further 
tended on temp il basis only for period of three 
West WMMN Monongahela Valley Br 
Co b ranted license renewal on 
to Commish action on 
WTMJ, The Journal Co., 
ense for period Sept. 1 to 
Broadcasting Co Eau Claire, 
for ending Feb. 1 


granted re- 


Texas: 
val KFDM 


emling 
cense ex- 
months 
Virginia: madcasting 
t temporary 
application, 


Lirmon g 


milv, subject 


Wisconsin: 
renewal of lit 
Central 


license 


Milwaukee, 
March 1; 
granted 


granted 
WEAU, 
renewal of 
per jod 


SET FOR HEARING 


KGC Golden 
assignment of license 


California: 
Francisco, 


crate 


Broadcasting Co 
Broad« 


san 





to Golden Gate 


asting 


Corp (a newly organized orp.) and voluntary issigninent 
of construction permit from Golden Gate Broadcasting Co., 
Robert J. Craig, to the new corporation (transmitter has 
already been set down for hearing on program complaints 
involving lottery broadcasts, medical programs and dubious 
political talks aired from its studios). 

INinois; WJBC, Arthur Malcolm MeGregor and Dorothy 
Charlotte McGregor, Bloomington, increase time of opera- 
tion from sharing with WJBL, Decatur, to unlimited; WJBL, 
Commodore Broadcasting, Inc, Decatur, change frequency 
from 1200 to 1310 ke, boost day power from 100 to 250 watts, 
change operating time from sharine with WJBC to unlimited 
and increase height of vertical radiator (contingent on grant- 
ing application of WBOW, Terre Haute, Ind., for frequency 
change to 1200 ke). 

Illinois: The Moody Bible Institute Radio Station, Chicago, 


new non-commercial 
A-}3 emission, 41300 ke 
WBOW 
lo« ally 


educational 

with 100 
Banks 
and 


Station to be 
watts 

of Wabash, Inc., 
change frequency 


operated on 


Indiana: 
move station 
1200 ke 


Terre Haute, 
from 1310 ke to 


Iowa: WHO, Central Broadcasting Co., Des Moines, special 


experimental authority to install new equipment for 600 | 
ke., subject to approval of the Commish and to increase 
power to 500 kw. from 50 kw. (to be heard before the Com- 
mish), 

New York: WCNW, Arthur Faske, Brooklyn, renewal of 
license (temporary license granted pending hearing). 

Ohio: WTOL, Community Broadcasting Co., Toledo, change 


hours of operation from days to unlimited, using 100 watts. 


NEW APPLICATIONS 


Arizona: KCRJ, 
assignment of 


Charles C 

license to Central 
KOTN Univ 
hours from 


Robinson, Jerome 


Arizona 


voluntary 
Broadcasting Co, 
Arkansas: 


ersal Broadcasting 
Bluff, 


days to unlimited, 


Pine 
100 watts 


Corp., 


change using 


California: Larry Rhine, 


San Francisco, new station to 
be operated on 1420 k« with 100 watts (requesting facilities 
of KGGC, San Francisco), 

Florida: Panama City troadcasting Co Panama City, 
new station to be operated on 1200 ke, with 100 watts nights, 
250 watts days 


Illinois: 
from 


WCBS, WCBS, 
100 watts nights, 


increase 
kw. 


Inc., Springfield, 
250 watts days, to 1 


power 
all times 


| 
| 


} 


| renewing 


Mareh 1. | 
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BAYUK RENEWS ON 
MUTUAL FOR 15 WKS, 


Mutual was flooded with tobacco 
leaf this week with Bayuk Cigars 
for 15 weeks 


Starting 
13. and making raft 


Sept. of time 


| changes throughout net and time al- 


terations on Sensation and Bugler 
cigarets (Brown & Williamson) 


Bugler’s ‘Plantation Party’ jin. 
creased iime to add station WOR 
N. Y., to its collection, while Sensa- 
tion changes to 7:30-7:45 p.m. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, on WOR. 
CKLW and WLW. WBAL and 
WOL pick up only on Thursdays, 
Colonial net in New England re- 
mains unchanged. 

Bayuk changed everything but 


| regular announcers Sam Balter and 


Sabine | 


| on 


Jack Stevens. Latter handles New 
England stations, while Balter takes 
from there. Schedule now in- 
cludes WOR, WFIL, WRVA, WCAE, 


| WKBW, WSYR, WHK (Tues.-Thurs.- 


basis | 


Sat.); WGN, KWK (Mon. through 
Sat.)) and WLW, Mon. through Fri- 
day. All go on at 7:45 for 15 min- 
utes. KHJ, KFRC, KGB and 
KPMC take it Tuesday, Thursday 
and Saturday at 10:15-10:30 p.m. , 


FCC’sA bout-Face 











(Continued from page 29) 
or offered opportunity to present ob- 
jections. 

‘The only logical conclusion which 
may be reached is that the Commis- 
sion intends ultimately to deny ap- 
pellant’s application, but that it could 
not do so under the procedure pro- 
vided by statute, and that it could 
not conveniently and_= successfully 
prosecute revocation proceedings,’ 
Black River spokesman charged. ‘If 
it does not intend to deny the appli- 
cation, why should it order a second 
hearing? If, on the other hand, the 


| Commission intends to grant the ap- 


| plication again, why should there be 


the expense of another hearing? But 
if it should grant the application 
again, what will prevent another set- 
ting aside of the grant and a dupli- 
cation of the present procedure? 
‘There is no way for the appellant 


| to prevent numerous repetitions of 


Kansas: KGNO, Dodge City Broadcasting Co., Inc., Dodge 
City, increase power from 250 to 500 watts 

Maryland: WJEJ, Hagerstown Broadcasting Co., Hagers- 
town, increase day power from 1090 to 250 watts. 

Montana: KGVO, Mosby's Ine., Missoula, change night | 
power from 1 to 5 kw. | 

North Carolina: WEED, William Avera Wynne, Rocky 
Mount, change time from unlimited days, sharing with 
WCHY, Charlottesville, Va., to unlimited, 


New York: The Niagara Falls Gazette Publishing Co., 


Niagara Falls, new station to be operated days only on 1260 
ke. with 250 watts; Bamberger Broadcasting Service, Inc., 
New York, license to use the equipment of W2XJL for a 
relay experimental broadcast station on 31100, 34600, 37600 
and 40600 ke, with 100 watts, A-3 emission, 

Texas: Sweetwater Radio, Inc., Sweetwater, new station 


to be operated daytimes on 1219 ke. 
Wichita Falls Broaticasting Cuo., 
KGKO Broadcasting Co. 

Virginia: WCHYV, Community 
lottesville, change hours of 
sharing with WEED tocky 
limited, 


with 
change 


250 watts; 
name of 


KGKO, 
licensee to 


troadcasting Corp., Char- 
operation from unlimited days, 
Mount, N. © nights, to un- 


MAJOR DECISIONS 


Louisiana: Ambitions of KMLB, Monroe, to become a 





the present procedure except by pro- 


ceeding in equity as it did in this 
case. There would be no point in 


appealing to this court from a grant 
of its application, even though it 
could do so under the statute. And 
it cannot appeal from a mere order 
setting aside a grant and ordering a 
hearing de novo. If the Commission 
should repeat such action many 
times, it could easily discourage an 


applicant or render it financially 
unable to continue.’ 
Similar Case 
Issues in another similar case 


aimed at the Commission's disregard 
for precedent were clarified also last 
week. Brief of Hannibal (Mo.) 
Courier Post raises the question 
whether the Commish can interpret 


| testimony differently than its exam- 


iner. 

Central point in the Hannibal case 
—where the paper and a rival appli- 
cant both were turned down because 
of no need—is the statement in Com- 
mission decision, conflicting with the 
examiner’s conclusions, that the 
town already receives ample service. 


| While the examiner held there is 
definite need for local coverage, the 


regional were dashed when Commish ruled that the ap- 
plicant had failed to show the existence of public need for 
the change. Station, which now uses 1260 ke with 100 watts | 


nights, 290 watts days, is rendering a purely 
service at present and offered no testimony that programs 
would be changed to satisfy a wider audience, Commissioners 
pointed out. Request for the 620 ke channel also would mean 
interference with a station at Wichita Falls, Tex., 
construction recently was authorized by the F.C.C. 

Considerable difference of opinion between KMLRB's 
gineering witness ind Commish experts over present 
future coverage cf the station, both days and nights. 

“Applicant failed to provide an accurate 
which the 


local broadcast 


en- 
and 


has 


commission could compare the areas now being 
served with day and nightime service with those which ap- 
plicant might be expected to serve, 


operating as 
Commish findings Also 
not have the nightime 
engineering witness’ and that 
ference would result between KMLB and the 
Which plans to the same 
Broadcasting licensee 
represented by Frank 
Michigan: New station for Grand 
canned by the cause of probable 
Terence to WAAR, State-owned station in East 
plication of Leonard A. Versluis for a 500-watter on 
ke was vigorously opposed by WKAR, and by WASH 
WOOD, of Grand Rapids, with Commish deciding that too 
much disturbance would result to warrant granting of the 
request Admitted, however, that testimony existed showing 
that present service received by residents of the Grand 
Rapids area ‘not wholly satisfactory.’ 
Decision included plenty of back-patting 
owned by the Michigan State College of 
Applied Science Programs ot exceptional 
coverage would be affected if Versluis’ plea 
Michigan are the transmitter, Commish 
served, and would be severely affected if 
Versluis’ plea Operation of the proposed sta- 
tion on 820 ke WKAR—opersting on 850 kce—to 
its .5 millivolt per meter contour and need for 
service in Grand Rapids would not warrant curtailing 
‘exceptionally meritorious’ service rendered to the 
populace by the East Lansing station. 

Frank D. Scott appeared for the applicant 


proposed,’ 
that trans- 
claimed for 
mutual inter- 
Wichita Falls 
frequency 
of KMLB, 


according to 
mitter ‘would 
it by its own 


charged 
coverage 


Station, operate on 


Station, Ine., 
Stollenwerck 
daytime 
Commish he 


Liner's was 


Rapids 
serious 
Lansing. 


ash- 
inter- 
Ap- 
830 
and 


was 
for 
Agriculture 
interest to 


and 
rural 
were 
ob- 


severely 
conducted by 
rural coverage 
were granted 
would limit 


the 
farm 


ein 


‘hose | 
wnee? | slation. 


Commish nixed the request because, 
in its eyes, three other stations were 
doing the job. 

The evidence, according to the 
brief, showed that the only full time 
program service to the city would 
come from the proposed newspaper 
Other nearby transmitters 


'do not operate both day and night, 


basis upon | 


or are not audible in all sections of 
town. This interpretation received 
support from the examiner. Primary 
service at night is provided solely 
by KMOX, St. Louis, which hits only 
residential areas and does not give 
local fare; WTAD, Quincy, Il., and 


| KSD, St. Louis, give less satisfactory 


radio entertainment. 

In contradiction of the examiner, 
the Commish held there is no need 
for a local Hannibal outlet since the 
town ‘now receives primary broad- 
cast service from three stations, one 
of which broadcasts programs Or!s- 
inated by residents of Hannibal, and 


, that it also receives secondary ser- 


WKAR, ; 


additional | 


. ® . ’ 
vice from a number of stations 
Such findings were declared arbi- 


trary and capricious by the local 
sheet, which also complains FCC 
erred in not granting another hear- 
ing and refused to apply the same 


standards used in.other comparable 
situations. Numerous citations were 
brought to show the alleged incon 
sistency. 
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KOL Withdraws 2906 Conspiracy Suit 
Vs, CBS, Sen. Bone, KIRO, Saul Hass 


————— + 


‘FCC CHAIRMAN McNINCH 
BACK AT WASH. DESK 


Seattle, Sept. 6. 
A $250,000 damage suit, filed June 
11 against U. S. Senator and Mrs. 
oS 
Homer T. Bone, Mr. and Mrs. Saul 
Hass Columbia Broadcasting System 
and station KIRO, by station KOL 
was dismissed Friday (2) by super- 
jor court Judge F. G. Remann in| 
oma. | 
Feemissal came on stipulation of | 
lawyers for the plaintiff, except as | 
to CBS. Attorney for latter said 
CBS suit would be dismissed later. | 
Archie Taft, v.p. of KOL, said: 
‘This law suit was begun in good 
faith. It was based upon informa- 
tion reported by former representa- 





‘tives and by other persons not di- 


rectly interested, who, for what now 
appears to be reasons of their own, 
yolunteered what at the time seemed | 
to be facts. 
‘After the suit was filed and formal | 
denial was filed, we felt it our duty 
to further investigate the facts | 
serted and denied. Upon that inves- | 
tigation, particularly of the files of 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission, we found that the allega- 
tions could not be substantiated. We 
also found that the assertions made 
against Senator Bone were without | 
foundation. We therefore felt it our 
right and duty to dismiss the action.’ 
When informed that the suit had | 
been dismissed, Senator Bone said, | 
can’t do anything but commend | 
the sense of fairness which induced | 
the plaintiff in this action to act hon- | 
estly upon the facts discovered. If | 
they believed the former statements, | 
I can’t blame them for filing the suit. | 
Since upon discovery of the truth | 


| months, 


| v-eek, 





Washington, Sept. 6. 
absence of nearly two 
FCC Chairman Frank R. 
McNinch was back at the desk last 
Still taking thing: easy, but 
ready to plunge i_to the mass of ad- 
ministrativ2 chores dol- 
drums end. 

MeNinch left his post early in July 
fur a short rest, but was confined to 
the Naval Hospital most of the 
ronth. Subsequently he has 


After 


when the 


regaining strength at a seashore spot. 





Pete Peterson Joins 
Kastor Agcy. in Chi 


Chicago, Sept. 6. 


M. H. (Pete) Peterson joins the 


H. W. Kastor agency here as radio | 


director this week. For the past six 
ronths Peterson has been handling 
time sates for Mutual web locally. 
This marks a -eturn to the agency 
business for Peterson, who was for- 


|merly radio director here for Black- 


ett-Sample-Hummert. 


Widdifield with Seeds 


Chicago, Sept. 6. 
Freeman Keyes, Russell M. Seeds 





| agency chief, has brought in Cecil 


Widdifield to handle radio scripting 
and production supervision. 
Widdifield was formerly with the 


been | 


VARIETY 








'WFIL, Philly, Attempting 


Disguised Talent Quet, LONE Ranger, Sustainer 7 Years 


"ss Ago, Will Earn $1,000,000 in 1938 


|. Talent hunt conducted for three | 





————— 





| months last season by WFIL, which | 
| admittedly flopped, is being resumed | 
| shortly, but heavily camouflaged. It | 
| has been retagged, ‘WFIL Musical | 
| Festival.’ 


| Instead of inviting individuals to NEW $25,000 SUIT | 
| participate, station has asked only 
VS. KEEN, SEATTLE 
Peet en tion. In this, its seventh year, and 


glee clubs, schools, choral organiza- 
. sixth as a commercial, the show wil 
Seattle. Sept. 6. ] iS cK ¢ l, S NV ill 


tions and the like. It will award 
KVL, Inc., operators of KEEN gross around $600,000 on the air and 


| prizes to outstanding glee club, quar- 
| tet, trio, baritone, soprano, blues and 

: will snatch a additior $400,006 

part time platter indie, is on the re-| 2" ng ft ve or val $400,000 

: , - . rom itS various sidelines 

ceiving end of a suit for $25,000 filed | © " ; ee 





Chicago, Sept. 6. 
From a sustainer seven years ago, 
‘Lone Ranger’ show this month 
comes a_ $1,000,000-a-year proposi- 


| 


be- 


pop chirpers. Best of the lot in the | 
eight-week test is promised a 13- 
, week cuffo spot on Mutual. 


gsc ikacahdeshta cetacean in the Superior Court against it, Alan Campbell, general manager 
the Seattle Little Business Men's! 0f WXYZ, Detroit, who has been the 
FAN COLUMN AD Bureau and others by E. B. Fish, | ™urse and guardian of the program 
labor relations expert. Station only nce its inception, last week ona- 
| PAID ADV RATES a few days ago defended itself tured a deal for an additional 35 sta- 
= against the appointment of a re-| tions for the program, bringing the 
—_— ceiver to protect a judgment of $12,-| Number of station. carrying ‘Lone 
Portland, Ore., Sept. 6 900 secured by Howard Ryan, ad Ranger’ to a total of 87. New cora- 
With the local dailies in revolt | agency head. mitments are through the south and 
against printing any radio news or According to the complaint. a ithwest, primarily for the Ameri- 
|chatter, KOIN has come forth with | broadcast that the Little Business | C4" Bak . 
|the idea of a paid ad radio column. | Men’s Bureau made Aug. 9 over Campbell has now licensed 48 out- 
|It goes in at display rates and is | KEEN, was alleged by Fish to have! Side companies to tie-in with the 
|edited by Les Halpin, of KOIN. been done ‘maliciously’ and to ‘ex-| “Lone Ranger’ popularity. Products 
| To get attention, KOIN is offering | pose’ the plaintiff to hatred, con- ‘lude such items as chewing gum, 
|a $50 prize for a title to the column, | tempt, ridicule, ete., and to injure andy, department store displays, 
| accompanied by ideas on what makes the plaintiff in his employment. caps, lirigibles, cowboy hats, suits, 
the best reading. | Other defendants include Frank | ?V°*%S animated cartoons, pop-guns, 
me | Olson, charged with preparing the handkerchiefs balloons. Also there 
, statement as an agent for the Bu- | as been the ‘Lone Ranger’ picture 
| Now She s Grown Up | reau. _— vib ™ erial ind t week the. ‘Lone 
Philadelphia, Sept. 6. | ania necisscloiaiaiasaet Range ewspaper cartoon strip hits 
| Ginger 


ome 120 dailies from 


Crimson Trail’ From | through King 
Hollyw’d Set for Canada’ 


Toronto, Sept. 6. 
First built-in-Hollywood radio 
broke in on the show | show aimed exclusively at Canadian 
from WABC, when that station al- | listeners, ‘The Crimson Trail,’ shoves 
| ternated with WCAU each week in | off Oct. 3 
| its presentation. 


Manners, now appearing F 
| here at the Forrest in Max Gordon’s | 
| ‘Sing Out the News,’ did 4 

| 


coast-to-coast 
Features syndication. 
Campbell has already started ‘Lone 
| Ranger’ on the radio in the foreign 
| market, having set the show in .\u- 
| Stralia, South Africa, Canada and 
other English-speaking countries. 
Trendle’s Brain-Child 


| revue, 
guester Sunday (4) morning on her 
alma mater, Horn & Hardart kiddies | 
show from WCAU. 

Femme 


under sponsorship of Rete et., tie ‘ ’ 
Maple Leaf Milling Co., makers of Original one hog ane Ranges 
iy 2 | was the brain-child of George Tren- 

Red River Cereal. dle, of the King-Trendle radio fi 
Empire-building series of 65 epi- | ond ana ‘ rg ie pPrinecng perry 
sodes (15 mins.) will go out thrice- | *” SESINOUE? SHORES CHSEN PETS 





New WWNC Home 
Spartanburg, S. C., Sept. 6. 








they dismissed the suit, they certain- | Schwimmer & Scott agency locally. 
ly have evidenced a good American 
sense of decency and sportsmanship.’ | and the chain’s refusal to file an 
Suit had claimed damages for al- | answer to the suit, according to A. J. 
leged conspiracy to transfer the CBS | Westbery, attorney of KOL. Formal 
franchise, formerly held by KOL in | dismissal later is only formality. 
Seattle, to KIRO in Seattle. Senator Bone charged at the time 
Failure to dismiss the suit against | of filing of the suit that it was mere- 
CBS, along with the others, was be- | ly a political attempt to embarrass 
cause of a technicality raised by CBS ' him in his campaign for re-election. 





Carolinas, 
plant of 


will be housed 
Asheville 


in new 


year. 





building and is owned and operated 
by Citizen Broadcasting Co., sub- 
| sidiary of newspaper publishing com- 
pany. 





WWNC, one of largest stations in | weekly at supper-time to catch the 
juve 

Citizen-Times, | CFCF, 
scheduled for completion early next|CKY, Winnipeg; 
CKWX, Vancouver; 
Station is now located in Flatiron CHNS, Halifax; CFCY, Charlotte- 
town; 


listeners of CFRB, Toronto; 

Montreal; CBO, Ottawa; 
CKCK, Regina; 
CJAT, Trail; 


CFNB, Fredericton; CKLW, 


ner and operator. 


Following in the wake of ‘Lone 
Ranger’ is the other WXYZ serial, 
‘Green Hornet,’ which is aired on 
Tuesday and Thursday, alternating 
with ‘Ranger’ on the ether. Just as 
the ‘Ranger’ program has been re- 


Windsor; CHSJ, St. John. Promotion | stricted almost completely to baker- 
and merchandising by Cockfield- | 
Brown, Toronto. 


ies, ‘Hornet’ is aimed at sponsorship 
by dairy companies, 
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BATTLE IN ENGLAND; BBC SPLIT 


Radio Contends Tele Still Few Years Off for Stix, | 
but Ballyhoo Has Public So Hypoed They’re Not 
Buying New Sets 


: ; ee ey eee ee saith 
London, Aug. 30. claiming that the livelihood * oo 
acturers who are straining to Kee 

While the current Radiolympia is eirgpanr* . ic ta dae tele 

ip radio sales 15 ! ( pe y. 

putting television into its stride with “a D cgged seen ae aes Samy ae 

the biggest boost yet given to the ; poise eal as ies all parts f the 
. ‘ ne 1aiers 1T) ail LS { 

nope apd ong ving tent ocag Som se l K all especially those outside 

inside of the radio industry here to ae Londen television vecegtion 

lecide whether visio goes forward an 7 . ae the customers hold- 

. = kept = check to let radio — no mm to their oe sets preferring 

tinue to make all the running. Mak- o nel Reger ie os wae 
10 { 24 0 I 

ing the situation still more piquant nelief ob te maki 

and fraught with possibility 1s the vear they will be getting visio-radio 

attitude of the British Broadcasting | - teuments at the price they are 
if . . INStruUune is al ine ne’ 

Corp., which in itseif is divided into now expected to pay for sound sets 


the selfsame is- 


opposing camps on 


only. 
sue. ; : 
‘ ; Still Several Years Off 
At bottom is the basic fact visio 1s 
rapidly outdistancing itself, the ar- The ballyhoo that has culminated 


Olympia’s 
completely to 


tificial boost it has been getting in) in 
recent months having worked up the 


handing over 


radio exposition 


| At this time, 
possibilities of reaching 


annual | 
the | 


public to a pitch of enthusiasm , television interests has built up a 
where they look to tele as their en- facade which effectually conceals 
tertainment of the near future, so| from the populace that all the fuss 
that radio as such is likely to find| is premature by several years, and | 


that those who anticipate a look-see 
ether service shortly 


itself on the skids. 
This is the contention of those who 


are struggling tooth and claw to scale face disappointment. 

keep the situation as is. With a; It is admitted on all sides of the 
strong element of justification, they|industry that business needed a 
bitterly assail the big biz interests! stimulant, and interest in the Radio 
who are forcing television ahead, Show h ad begun to nose-dive sig- 

















ndtiiees 
with BU UE 
PENCIL 


HE size of WSM’s voluntary audience has been built not by net- 

wor shows which are available from many sources, but from the 
unique manner in which we handle the sustaining and commercial 
broadcasts originating at WSM. 


The continuities for all these broadcasts are subjected to careful 
scrutiny and editing. Unless copy is in keeping with the WSM standard 
it is blue penciled and rewritten by our own staff. 

Commercial copy must meet these standards: 1. Is the product meri- 


torious? 2. Are the claims for it truthful? 3. Are they in good taste? 
This is the all inclusive test of a WSM broadcast. 


Is it in the Public Interest ? 
This self-imposed censorship has a two-fold purpose—to justify the 


faith of one of the largest voluntary radio audiences in America and 
to protect the good name of the products we advertise to them. 





Nations! Representatives: Edward Pety & Co 
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on a national | 


| 
j 
| 


|erate in 


| work could be devi 
| posing it would operate, 
inot yet been ascertained. 


| 


| enough to slow 


| fected in a hurry. 


|ing the public back in, 








Totals in the last year or so. 
swamping the exhibition with visio 


sets this year, and dragging in BBC | 


to cooperate to the fullest degree, 
the promoters are certainly bring- 
but in the 
final outcome it is doubtful whether 
they will be spending the money for 


radios tricked out with a multi- 
plicity of new gadgets while it is be- 
ing plugged on all sides that tele- 
vision is at their elbow. 

Via press statements, advertising, 
radio announcements by BBC's 
deputy director general, listeners are 
inevitably bolstered into belief that 


a national service is waiting at the 
door, when not only members of 
RMA, but BBC itself, knows it will 
matter of two or more years 
there are transmitters for | 
the citizens of London. 
research is going into 
the sticks by 
'means of ultra short wave stations, 
which would pick up transmissions 
from Alexandra Palace and pass them 
on to Birmingham or other key | 
cities, where full size stations would 
then put them out for home viewers 


be a 
before 
others than 


Sequel to Cable Failure 
Such plan is a sequel to failure of 
the hoped-for twin cable pipeline 
service the BBC had hoped to op- 
conjunction with General 
Post Office, but it must obviously be 
many months before any such net- 
sed, even sup- 
which has 
Even were that situation not 
down the rate of ad- 
vance, the attitude of BBC, and the 
Government behind it, is sufficient 
guarantee that nothing will be ef- 
With BBC itself | 


| split, although visio boosters are for | 


| without first deciding just how tele- 
| vision 
| lar 


|tion of Sir John Reith removed the | 


| Was 


| last obstacle to its complete dom- | 


a moment in the driver’s seat, it is | 
difficult to foresee direct progress, 
and the canny Government attitude, | 
which is unwilling to commit itself | 


is going to serve its particu- 
ends, further ensures there will 
be no hasty development. 

State’s stranglehood on 
comes clearer each day 


BBC be-} 


, and resigna- 


| 
ination of the air. Although 
personally opposed to giving | 
television its head, it is known he | 
|did rule BBC according to his own | 


Reith | 


| regulations and refused to put him- 


| 


| 
| 
| 





| self under 











the Government thumb. | 
But with appointment, directly 
| through the Government, of a suc- | 
cessor, the case is altered. 

What will happen to television as 
| a public service is a matter only for 
| the Television Advisory Committee, | 
a Government controlled body, to’ 
decide. Under the existing regime, 
the whels of national progress move 
with infinite slowness; whatever 
progress is made will be so gradual 
as to be almost imperceptible. 
television under such control, 
outlook is indeed bleak. 


Static Headache 


the 


How to suppress interference on 


visio transmissions is a headache for 
BBC and General Post 
officials. Short wave transmissions 
used for visio admi* forms of static 
unknown on normal radio medium 
and long wavebands, main sources of 
which are igniti. 1 systems of auto- 
mobiles and similar engines, small 
electric motors and electro-medical 
apparatus. 

First two can be checked simply 
and at small cost, but screening of 
medical plant is 
pensive; in any case, owners of 
sources of interference are expected 
| to foot the bill. All the set owner 
can do, meanwhile, is to use a di- 











rectional aerial, but without guaran- | 


tee this will do the trick: owners 
living near heavily trafficked high- 
ways have no remedy, it seems, un- 
less resistors are fitted as standard 
| equipment to sparkplug leads of all 
autos. 


Ex-Scribe Gets New 
Post at CKAC, Mont’! 


Montreal, Sept. 6. 

Henri Letondal, former newspa- 
perman and radio producer, has been 
appointed artistic and musical di- 
rector at Station CKAC,a newly cre- 
ated position. 

Letondal was director of the Pro- 
vincial Hour for several years. Be- 
| fore that he was on the editorial staff 
| of ‘La Patrie,’ ‘Le Canada’ and ‘L'II- 
‘lustration’ at various times. 





| 


By 


| State Softball Finals 


With | 


Office | 


*0..plicated and ex- | 


Jf 
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Washington, Sept. 6. 


Covering politics has become a steady nightmare for Washington pro. 


gram planners. 


Newest example of criticism growing out of well-inten. 


tioned scheduling is a newspaper-column attack on CBS for offering free 


dent Roosevelt. 


time to Representative John J. O’Connor, running for re-election in New 

| York’s silk-stocking district in the face of personal denunciation of Presi- 
Unfriendly point was made that two web bigshots (Paul 
A. Porter, Washington attorney, and Judge John J. Burns, special counsel 


for the monopoly probe) are ex-New Dealers. 


Laugh is on the Democratic strategists who were so alarmed about radio 


coverage of President Roosevelt's 
of Representative Davey Lewis, favorite New Deal senate 
an administration legman left for Denton, 
where F. D. R. talked Labor 


revealed they 
The New 


Dealers became 


wire hooked Denton to the Bell system, 
porters of incumbent Senator Millard Tydings to tie it up while the 


was spieling. 


Echoes of the Anning S. 
N.Y.) case, 
also on October docket, b 
Islander was heading the c 


to be angeled by the powe 


Day, 


frantic 


Prall regi 
of Columbia courts this week. 


oth grew 
ommish. 


r trust, in 


to see 
had arranged telephone links a week or more previously, 


Appeal in the delicate Black River 
due for argument in the 


In the New York case, 
| Democratic fixers induced FCC to grant application of a corporation said 


holiday invasion of Maryland in behalf 


candidate. After 
small eastern shore community 
about wire lines, web officials 


upon learning only one long-distance 
visioning diabolical plot by sup- 
Prez 


me at the FCC were heard in District 
Valley 

fall, and in the Hannibal (Mo.) case, 
out of intrigue while the late Staten 


gossip was that 


disregard of the White House anxiety 


to put over a treaty providing for American-Canadian exploitation of the 


St. Lawrence River’s hydro-electric possibilities 


been accompanied by 


The Missouri matter has 


whispers that the commish followed advice of a 


state relief boss in deciding which of two rivals should get a grant 


Political cat fights— 
political ‘purge’ 


besides causing pain to broadcasters who operate in 
areas—last week accounted for 


much of the picayunish 


business of the FCC already groaning under the handicap caused by the 


absence of vacation-minded commissioners. 


To Commissioner Eugene O. 


Sykes, old-line Democrat of Mississippi, fell many odd chores, such as 
okaying for WMAZ, Macon, Ga., special temporary authority to clear the 
way for extra-curricular operation in behalf of Senator George, who is 


WMAZ working overtime 
administration. Already 
squawk (31), 
the election returns. 


| spotted for political extinction by the New Deal. 


on Sept. 
has 


utilized the 
WMAZ also was privileged to stay 


Sen. 
broadcast 
station 


George will keep 

another blast at the 
for an anti-Roosevelt 
awake Sept. 13 to air 


13 to 


Sykes also gave WFMD, Frederick, Md., the right to emulate King Solo- 
mon, in permitting both anti-New Deal Sen. Tydings and Rep. David J. 
Lewis (White House favorite) an equal opportunity to take their cases 


before the knob-twiddlers last week. 


Besides acting as impartial ump in 


many pre-primary state squabbles, Sykes must see to it that the Kentucky 


and 
audience. 


Defeat of Congressman William D. 


cast representatives. 
both the 
Congress. Ed Gossett, 
trouble over 
MacFarlane’s father 


CBC’s New Link 
Montreal, 
New link to the CBC 
work, station CHGB, ope 
day (8) at Ste. Anne de la 
New station has 100 w 
and will be fed NBC 
through CBC. 


other 


on 


his conquerer, is 
interest in broadcasting, but political snoopers wonder if 
that Wichita Falls matter, 
won the nod, 


Sept. 6. 

basic net- 
ns Thurs- 
Pocatiere 
att power 
programs 


sports events 


are carried to the radio 


MacFar! 


ane of Texas cheered broad- 


He was driving spirit behind the movement to put 
industry and the FCC 


the pan during last two sessions of 
not known to have any special 
he will stir up 


where the company launched by 


Zenith’s Profit 


Zenith Radio showed a profit of 
$124,806 for the three months ended 
on July 31, after charges but before 
federal taxes. 
had $1,122,184 profit in 
of 1937. 


Company 
similar quarter 


























station—WTIC., 


advertisers— 


Far arrr 


Kates and 


90,000 
WATTS 
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Representatives: 





WTIC  rates—with 


TAKE A 
CHOICE CUT 


in this Billion Dollar Market 


Southern New England, with its Transradio News 
consistent billion dollars of spend- 


able income, offers a juicy piece of 
business to any advertiser. 
it’s a matter of record that the 
surest way to assure a really choice 
cut in this responsive market is 
through this area’s 


IN LISTENER POPULARITY by more than 2 to 1 
FIRST IN NUMBER OF NETWORK ADVERTISERS 
iN NUMBER OF NATIONAL SPOT ADVERTISERS 


Information 


WTIC HARTFORD, 
CONN. 
THE TRAVELERS BROADCASTING SERVICE CORPORATION 


MEMBER NBC RED NETWORK AND YANKEE NETWORK 


Paul W. Morency, General Manager 
Weed & Company 


most popular 
Here is the way 
listeners and 





NOW AVAILABLE 
on WTIC 


15 Minute 


8 A.M. 
1 P.M. 
6 P.M. 
11 P.M. 


And 


Periods 


DAILY 


Will Be Supplied on Request 


James F. Clancy, Business Manager 


New York, Detroit, Chicago, San Francisco 
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AENGH SHOWMEN 
OPPOSE PRAGTICE 


Theatre Ops Organize as 
Indie Outlets Plan Expan- 
sion of Gratis and Low- 
Priced Studio 
Government May Step in 
With New Decrees to Halt 


Stations 


Shows— 


PIC PAPERS PROTEST 


Paris, Aug. 27 





Heading for the biggest season in 
its history, French radio is going to | 


have one stiff fight on its hands this 


| 


fall as a result of the practice of of- | 


public broadcasts for an insig- 
most cases on 


fering 
nificant price, or in 
the cuff. Habit of bre 
thing for nothing for the public had 
its beginning a couple of years ago, 
but plans for this fall by radio sta- 
tions to enlarge on the practice of 
letting in the public has 








In England 


London, 








Aug. 26. 


Twe Gaumont- British pictures, | 
‘Jack Ahoy’ and ‘Aunt Sally,’ tel- | 
evized by BBC daily during run of 
Radiolympia show. 

BBC visio unit scheduled to pay 
return visit to Pinewood studio, to 
take up behind the scenes shots on | 


current production of ‘The 


F. Buckley Hargreaves taking over 
film critic job at BBC in October, 





Mikado.’ | 


lof ‘Tom Jones’ 


with Andrew Rice scheduled to re- 
turn later, 

Series of 104 quarter-hour con- 
certs from Radio Normandy on 
week-day mornings on behalf of 
Andrews’ Liver Salts has been| 
booked by Saward Baker & Co. 


‘BBC WILL AIR TWO 
FULL-LENGTH OPERAS 


Sandel. Aug. 30. 
Two full-length operas in English | 
will be produced by BBC in its own 


theatre, St. George’s Hall, during 
the fall. Titles have not been set, 
but dates will be Oct. 28 and Nov 
25, each being repeated on an al- 
ternative wavelength a week later 

Idea is an innovation BBC previ- 
ously hooking up to Covent Garden 


or some European city 

Programs are part of musical pro- 
ductions plans for last quarter of 
year, which will include broadcasts 
and Johann Strauss’ 
‘The Queen’s Lace Handkerchief 
never before aired here. Both oper- 
ettas will run 75 mins. 





‘Sieveking to Toronto 


‘Your Message From the Stars,’ by | 


Murray Lister, which is broadcast 
from Radio Normandy every 
ing at 8:40, 


the International Chemical Co. This 


| company has also booked a series of 


wing up some- | 


} 


brought | 


plenty of yowls from other quarters. | 


The act that knocked the 
radio’s chair 
made by Poste Parisien, 
ful of the private French stations, 


leg off | 
was the announcement | 
most power- | 


that management had leased the Em- | 


matinees and 
weekly, 


pire theatre for two 
four evening broadcasts 
commencing at an unfixed 
the near future. 

Practically all of “he private sta- 
tions have at sometime 
public broadcasts, with 
them, such as adio 
Parisien and others, offering per- 
formances in differen: halls and the- 
atres—Cine Redio-Cite and the Nor- 
mandie for example—but 
these could accommodate nearly as 
many people as the Empire with its 
2,200 seats. So when Poste Parisien 
let it be known that it was taking | 
over the Empire for several broad- | 
casts a week, the fireworks be- | 


several of 
Cite, Poste 


date in | 


given free | 


none of | 
| doing their 


| riety 


gan. The combined protests are like- | 


ly to see government passing laws to | 


regulate the question. 

First big blast came from music 
hall and theatreowners led by Mitty 
Goldin, operator of the ABC, the 
unanimous opinion being that such | 
broadcasts furnish unfair competi- 
tion because of the great difference 
in prices charged 

Letters were written to the press 
and the latter took it up editorially. 
Then the film trade papers joined 
in, saying that if these broadcasts 
were unfair competition for the 
music halls and theatres they were 
the same for the cinemas. 

Goldin, however, is going them all 
one better and has organized 40 the- 
atre directors to back him and has 
requested an audience with Minister 
of National Education to argue the 
question. Too, the authorities of the 


Assistance Public—which gets a slice 
of the taxes 


Provide for the city’s poor—is said 
to be on the side of the theatre man- 
agers, as the amount of taxes they 


would get from the racio broadcasts | 


would be nil. 
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52 concerts 
7:30 a.m, 
tracts 


Both con- 
through C. 


every Tuesday. 
were placed 


| Mitchell & Co. 





Sept. 4 with extracts from 
of his pictures. 





Eddie Carroll : ae his band have | 
been engaged for 13 weeks for the 


morn- 
has been sponsored by | 


Lux Radio Theatre programs, broad- | 


cast every Sunday from Luxem-| 
bourg. Band replaces Teddy Joyce, | 
on air for Lux for last six months. 


Jessie Matthews has signed 
BBC to star in next Leslie Bailey’s 
‘Star Gazing’ series, to be aired in 
November. Program will trace her 
life, from childhood spent in an alley 
in back of Wardour street, until she 
became a name in lights. 

Sydney Howard and Arthur Riscoe 
‘Two Dames’ sketch from 
in a BBC Saturday va- 





‘Wild Oats’ 
hour. 


Gamble V Vice Bradley 
As Ford’s Announcer 


Detroit, Sept. 6. 


Ron Gamble, youngest spieler at 
WJR here, was chosen late last week 


|to succeed Truman Bradley as an- 
/nouncer on the Ford Sunday Evening 


Hour 
Sunday 
|61 other applicants, 


| 


paid by theatres to help 


(CBS), which resumes next 
(11). Gamble won out over 
including John 


Stinson and Franklyn Mitchell, both 


| of WJR, who also ranked in the first 


four. 
Bradley is 
make a film. 


Dorothy Alt Sails 


Toronto, Sept. 6. 

With 13-week contract, Dorothy 
Alt, rhythm singer on CBC payroll 
for past two seasons, sails for South- 
ampton tomorrow from New York 
|to appear on the Horlick’s Malted 
| Milk program piped out of Luxem- 
burg. 

Producer of the British commer- 
cial is Stanley Maxted, program 
| chief for J. Walter Thompson, Lon- 
| don, and former regional director 
ifor Ontario of the now 
| Canadian Radio Broadcasting Com- 
| mission ,since replaced by CBC. 


BOYLING’S SURVEY TRIP 
Moose Jaw, Sask., Sept. 6 


Sid Boyling, program. directo! 
of CHAB, off on a holiday trip to 
Toronto and Chicago. While in the 
east he will visit CBS and NBC 
studios studying production methods 
there. 


to Hollywood to 


going 





defunct | 





| Broadcasting Corp., 
on the same station at/| 


— | He reports to CBL, Toronto, 
Charles Laughton goes on the air | 
several | 
| Montreal, 


On BBC- CBC Interchange 


Torouito, 
producer for 


Sept. 6. 


Drama the British 


on 


now 


the exchange-of-producers 

being carried out by the Ca- 
nadian Broadcasting Corp. and BBC. 
Oct. 15. 

Simultaneously, Rooney Pelletier, 
program director for CBF and CBM, 
will report to BBC. The 
exchange will be in effect for six 
months, during which time both pro- 


ducers will make a study of broad- |} 


casting activities in each country. 
Last year George Taggart, CBC re- 
| gional director for Ontario and the 


Lance Sieveking | 
is the second exec to come to Canada | 
plan | 


W. 
|'WBRY, Waterbu_y, 


IN NTERNATIONAL RADIO 
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FREE SHOWS UNDER FIRE | 


FCC's Temp. License Renewals Have 
Another 12 Stations on Anxious Seat 


Washington, Sept. ¢ 

Nearly a dozen more ion ire 
on the nervous list as result of more 
temporary ticket renewals and ex- 
tensions cranked out by the Federal 
Communications Commission ins 
the closing days of August The ough 
some plants previously t 
term papers got regular re 
there is a net increase in the num 
ber of outlets which cannot maine 
definite plans for the future 

While only one more renewal ap- 
piication has been set for hearing, 


the Commish added the followings 
|plants to the already-long list of 
| temporary licenses: KFUO, Clayton, 
Mo.; KSD, St. Louis; KUSD, Ver- 
million, S. D.; WCOC, Me 
Miss.; WFIL, Philadelphia; WMCA, 
New York City; WOW, Omaha: 
WELI, New Haven, and KFQD, 


ular ticket basis include WAGM, 
Presque Isle, Me.; KIUN, Pecos, 
Tex.; KMLB, Monroe, La.; KGU, 
Honolulu, and WAU, Eau Claire, 


Wis. 


other 
tinued, 


This group embraces 
kan; WBHP, 


The temporary 
stations 


in most 


Tuscaloosa, Ala.; 


Va.; 


WNAX, 


were 


Huntsville, 


| Anchorage, Alaska. 
Group of stations returned to reg- 


papers of several 
further con- 
cases until Oct. 1. 
KGBU, Ketchi- 
Ala.: WJRD, 
WMMN, Fairmont, 
Yankton, S. D.; 

Conn.; WJBW, 


| Great Lakes, exchanged places with | New Orleans, ana KF DM, Beaumont, 


| Laurence Gilliam of 
with | 


BBC for a 
similar period. 


| Tex. 
Exami 


ner’s 


hearing 


was ordered 


on the renewal application of 
WCNW, Brooklyn, with no explan; 

tion forthcoming as tc the isons 
for requiring Arthus Faske, owner, 


to defend right to continue in busi- 


ne 


- CBC PROD. BUDGET 
NOT YET DEFINITE 


Montreal, Sept. 6 
Budget appropriation for the pro- 


duction of radio programs for CBC 
has not been clarified to date and 
schedules for the coming season are 
temporarily in the ‘maybe’ stage 
With the CBC beginning to broad- 
;cast an additional three or four 
hours daily from Oct. 1, appropria- 
tion required for the coming year 
will be greater than last year. Esti- 
mated that the CBC will require 
around $500,000 minimum. 

| Estimates must be approved by 
Government departments and, pend- 


ing such approval, no definite infor- 
mation regarding proposed produc- 


tions and probable cost can be ob- 
| tained. At the CBC meeting held 


in Ottawa Aug. 9, the matter of the 
appropriation for production pur- 
poses was taken up. Final okay is 
presumably being awaited before in- 
structions are given to regional pro- 
gram heads. 

















ing houses the 
RCA facilities . 


suring strong, 











| 


He will be gone for three weeks 
Rions’ New Secnane 
Montreal, Sept. 6 

Fleischmann’s Yeast is sponsoring | 
Rions Ensemble over CBF and the 
French regional network of Cana- 
dian Broadcasting Corp. for 13-week 
period. 

Program is aired three times 


weekly, starting this week. 
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KDIYL 
ditional 


now 


active inte 


market, 





CHICAGO - 


homes In the rich, 


KDYUL’s new transmitter duild- 
most modern 
.» « up-to-the- 
minute broadcast equipment aa- 
clear signals. 








reaches ad- 


thousands of 


nlert 


rmountain 


Representatives: 


NEW YORK - 














DETROIT - 


Typical of KDYL’s showman- 
ship are the six live audience 
this 
radio 


thows weekly in 
Salt Lake City 
house. KDVE 
five 
week, 


popular 
play- 
alko broadcusts 
theatres 


from downtown 


every 


No expense or effort has been spared to 
KDY L's 
in the 


make broudeusting service the 


finest Intermountain region. In- 


creased power, coupled with long-standing 


undisputed leadership in radio show mune 


ship, make KDYE. more than ever the 
logical medium for sales-seeking adver- 
tisers 
JOHN BLAIR & COMPANY 
SAN FRANCISCO - LOS ANGELES ~- SEATILB 
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or reererrine 


IOWA NETWORK 
McCormick-Deering 
Iowa, six quarter-hours 
Northwesterners and Les Hartman's 
German Band, KRNT-WMT, through 


McCord agency. 


KRNT-WMT, 
Krasselt agency. 


Thompson. 


Iowa State 
ments, KRNT. 
Moines 





26 half-hours on 

WOW, Omaha 
Quaker Oats 

hour weekly 


ton & Bowles. 


Morris Plan Banks, 


Agencies-Sponsors 





Dr. Caldwell’s Syrup, ‘The Party 
Line,’ five quarter-hours per week, 
through Cramer- | 


Oke-Doke, three 10-minute periods 
per week, KRNT, through J. Walter 


Fair, 
Fairall 


Omaha Area, First 
Direct. 


Co. ; 
on WMT, through Ben- 














MASTER OF 


Address: 


VEL DELL 
WALL 


Radi» Originator 


ONE MAN SHOW 
TWO VOICE SAM 
CEREMONIES 
RAIN NO MO’ VERSE CONTEST 

VARIETY HOUR 

COMMUNITY SING 


351 N. Paulina S8t., Chicago 























Thursday; 5 





LISTEN TO 


DORIS RHODES 


WABC 
7:45 P. M. Wednesday; 


Met. Columbia Artists Bureau 








-newal (Sun.), ‘Ports of Call,’ KSO, 
'throu_h R. J. Potts. 
| Adel Clay Products 
minute farm news daily, 
Coles agency, Des Moines. 
Lydia Pinkham, three quarter- 
hours per week, ‘Voice of Experi- 
‘ence,’ KSO. 
Lutheran Laymen’s League, ‘The 
Lutheran Hour,’ KSO-WMT, through 
Kelly, Stuhlman & Zahrnat. 


Co., five- 
KRNT, 


Chrysler Corp. (Plymouth), 26 
announcements, KRNT, through J. 
Sterling Getchell 

International Harvester is expa 1- 

its radio act t th t! yu 

1e bel placed i i l- 
ors. A night farm ogra runr 
an half | ha een ) yn oO 
WLW, Ci lat and licat S 
ire at Californla ied 
l e campa 

Bayuk Phillies Cigar has renewed 


‘Inside of Sports’ for 13 weeks over 
M3S-WGN. Effective Sept. 26. 
Alka-Seltzer has 
tional Barn Dance’ for 52 weeks, 
effective Oct. 1. Marks sixth con- 
secutive year for ‘Barn Dance’ on 
NBC Wade Agency, Chicago, 


handles account. 


renewed ‘Na- 


Atlanta Sales Corp. (Coleman’s 
mustard), through J. Walter Thomp- 
son Co., New York, signed 
KSFO, San Francisco, for five one- 
minute spots weekly for 26 weeks, 
beginning Oct. 17. 

Procter & Gambie (Lava Soap) 
has switched ‘Houseboat Hannah’ to 
NBC. Effective Sept. 26, goes over 


split Blue net at 9:00 a.m., and at} 
4:00 p.m. over Red. Blackett-Sample- | 


Hummert, agency. 





Bayuk Cigars, Inc., has bought 
‘Inside of Sports, featuring Sam 
Falter, for 13 weeks over Mutual, 




















Presented by Ivory Soap - 99 **/ 100 


LISTEN 
IN.. 


Dir. COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 
MGT., ED WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 





TWICE DAILY 
NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M. DST 
CBS - WABC— 


COAST TO COAST 


By JANE WEST 


NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 
FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 


[AUGHTER EARS ano [{EART-THROBS 


°/o pure 





2:15 to 2:30 P.M. DST | 


with | 


Programs Back on the Networks 


—————— 


(* Indicates new show or change of sponsor) 


| ACCOUNT 


Genera) FOOGE bs i4cdccscacss0eednos 


Musterole ..... Se eee ere errr ‘ 


American Bird Products.........-- 


THOS, LOOMING 7: COi cic dc icccws 
(Baume Bengue) 


Chesebrough Mfg 


Wm. R. Warner Co 


*P, Lorillard (Old Gold) ........ 
effective Sept. 26. Arranged by Ivey 
& Ellington agency. 

Safeway Stores, chain grocers, 
start six-week spot campaign Sept. 1 
over KSFO, San Francisco, using 
four announcements daily. J. Walter 
Thompson agency handling. 


(Continued from page 28) 


NETWORK TIME 
OCTOBER 10 
NBC Red M; 8-8:30 p.m, 
NBC Bl.e M; 8-8:30 p.m. 
OCTOBER 14 
CBS F; 7:30-8 
OCTOBER 16 
Mutual Sun; 11:45-12 
OCTOBER 17 
Mutual M-W-F; 
2:45-3 
OCTOBER 18 
CBS Tu; 10-10:30 
OCTOBER 21 
NBC Blue F; 8-8:30 p.m. 
NOVEMBER 20 
CBS Sun: 10-10:30 


Energine’s Spelling Bee 
Energine has set Paul Wing’s 
‘Spelling Bee’ as its fall network 
show to replace ‘Spy Secrets,’ w'iich 
was used this summer. New show 
starts Sept. 11 over NBC-WEAF on 
Sundays between 5:30-6 p.m. 
Stack-Goble is the cegency for 


Commercial Credit Co., on KSFO,| Cummer Priducts Co., which mar- 


San Francisco, for 13 weeks with 
weekly quarter-hour transcribed 
|safety program, ‘It Happened So 
Quick,’ Sundays at 8:30 a.m. 


Tillamook County Creamery Assn. 
| (cheese), through Botsford, Constan- 
tine & Gardner, Portland, Ore., re- 





turns to NBC Coast Red web Sept. | 


30 for new series of domestic science 
programs, ‘Bennie Walker’s Tilla- 
/mook Kitchen,’ off air during sum- 
| mer. Broadcasts originate in San 
| Francisco, 





Rumford Baking is putting on spot 
announcement campaign through the 
Atherton & Currier agency. Con- 
tracts call for 312 daytime announce- 
|} ments and 156 night-time spots to be 
run off within a period of 26 weeks 
at the rate of three a day. Station 
list will figure around 40. 





Wesson Oil and Snowdrift Sales 
Corp. (salad oil and _ shortening), 
through Fitzgerald agency, New Or- 
leans, La., inked year’s 
effective Sept. 26, for dramatic serial, 
‘Hawthorne House,’ aired from San 
Francisco Monday nights over NBC- 
Red. 





Vadsco Sales Corp. (Quintax), 
through Lawrence C. Cumbiner, New 
York, placing ‘Court of Human Rela- 


p.m., starting Oct. 16. Thirteen- 


week contract. 


Miles Laboratories, Inc., through 
Wade Agency, has signed for new 





Oct. 23. 


tions’ transcriptions on KSFO, San | 
Francisco, Sundays from 4 to 4:30! 


| houses transmitter and receivers ca- 


kets Energine. 
| 


Honor Hiram Maxim 





Hartford, Sept. 6. 

Homage was paid Friday (2) to 
Hiram P. Maxim, first president and | 
founder of the American Radio Re-| 
lay League, when a memorial tablet 
to the noted inventor was unveiled 
at dedicatory exercises for the 
league’s new $18,000 shortwave radio 
station in Newington. Tablet was 
unveiled by Dr. Eugene C. Wood- 
ruff, of Pennsylvania State College, 
prexy of the ARRL. 

Station, known as the Hiram Percy 
Maxim Memorial _ radio _ station, | 


|pable of maintaining two-way tele- 


| tween all points of the world. 


Renew Oldfield’s Chatter 


renewal, | 


| gram. 
| tres Corp. 





three-a-week series on NBC starting | 


| 


communication in code and voice be- 





Lincoln, Sept. 6. 
Barney Oldfield, Sunday Journal 
and Star pic columnist, was renewed 
for another year on KFOR with a six 
nights weekly Hollywood news pro- 
Sponsored by Lincoln Thea- | 





DURKEE’S ‘MADAME’ 
Chicago, Sept. 6. 
Durkee food products has snapped 
up ae three-a-week script show 
tagged ‘Madame Courageous’ and 
will go on a split NBC blue hook- 
up, through the western and south- 
ern markets, starting Sept. 26. 
Hitting the air at 9:30 a.m. CST. | 
Set through the C. Wendell Muench | 
agency here. 


































































Thanks, Peter Arno, but you’ve got company for 


“I'm sorry, Lady . . . I just Gotta listen to Richard Himber’s ‘Rhythmic Pyramids’.” 





program.” 


which 
which is 


Walter Winchell says: 
“New Yorchids: RICHARD HIMBER'’S version 
‘My Margarita.’ ” 


Dinty Doyle says: 
“HIMBER has as good a band as there is in 
town right now.” 


Ben Gross says: 

“DICK HIMBER’S new dance style makes fas- 
cinating listening. 
the height of musical effervescence.” 


Sid Shalit says: 

“RICHARD HIMBER’S 
made the Monday night beer show sparkle. His 
orchestra work overshadowed anything on the 


Alton Cook says: 

“That Monday night Brewer Show has become 
one of Monday’s consistently diverting spots after 
getting off to one of the dreariest starts in his- 
tory, and, incidentally, have you noticed the new 
style of flourish HIMBE 
all his melodies lately? 
at midnight tonight, the new device is in- 
triguing enough for a twist of the dial toward 
HIMBER on WEAF.” 

Ted Lloyd says: 
“SOCK SPOT: Agency exec seeking a ‘different’ | 
spot for a show is recommended to NBC Sun- | 
days at 3, following the ‘Magic Key’ program, | 


insures a 
now presided 
HIMBER and his ‘rhythmic cascades’ orchestra 
—the band everyone’s talking about!” 

Nick Kenny says: 

“Here’s probably the best band in town.” 


RICHARD HIMBER 


Yesterday his program was 


unique pyramiding 


js using to decorate 
If you happen to be up 





ready-made 
over 


audience and 
by RICHARD 


and ORCH. 
Direction M.C.A. 














| angles 


i Kynett 


PROGRAM 


Al Pearce, Arlene Harris, Carl Hog 
guests ‘ 
Carson Robinson and Buckaroos 


Jack Haley, Virginia Verrill: others 
to be set 


Radio Warblers 


Ed Fitzgerald 
‘Dr. Christian’-Jean Hersholt 


‘Criminal Case  Histories’-Warden 
Lewis E. Lawes 


Robert Benchley; others to be set 


DAILY APPEALS 
FCC DECISION 


Washington, Sept. 6. 

Objections to dismissal of Times 
Dispatch (Richmond, Va.) Radio 
Corp.’s appeal from FCC decision, 
granting power increase for the out- 
let of a rival rag, New Leader, were 
given the District of Columbia 
Court of Appeals last week. With 
a squawk based on fact that only 
three regulators voted in favor of 
the juice jump already on file, 


| WRTD movee to prosect its legal 


rights in case the U. S. Supreme 
Court holds that a station cannot 
wait until the commish has ruled 
on a rehearing petition before seek- 


| ing sanctury before the bench. The 


Times Dispatch’s protest against nix- 
ing its appeal is occasioned by re- 


| quest of another party, (Havens & 


Martin) WMBG owner, that the 
Commish reopen the proceedings. 

Intensive concern over the legal 
results from past spring’s 
crop of court opinions. In several 
instances, the D.C. tribunal ruled it 
improper for an aggrieved applicant 
to press an appeal while a rehearing 
petition is before the commish, con- 
sidering this was an attempt to pur- 
sue two remedies at once, 

At the time the appeal was 
docketed, no rehearing petition was 
on file, WRTD claimed, adding that 
subsequently the third Richmond 
transmitter (WMBG) did urge the 
Commish to re-examine its logic. 
Court opinion in the Saginaw Broad- 
casting Co. case—that petition for 
rehearing suspends the running of 
the 20-day appeal period—is not en- 
tirely clear as to effect petition to 
the FCC may have on a previously- 
presented appeal, WRTD claimed. 





WPEN’s Ist Web Show 
Philadelphia, Sept. 6. 

WPEN will make its bow as a key 
station Sept. 11, when it reverses the 
usual direction of the waves and 
pumps first of a series of shows to 
WOV, New York, and to its other 
sister outlets, WCOP, Boston, and 
WELI, New Haven. Program is 
half-hour variety, sponsored by San 
Giorgio Macarsni-and set by Aitken- 
agency. Music will be 
Italian and gab will be in both Eng- 
lish and Italian. 

Show’s locale will be in a cabaret, 
with Ralph Borelli as m.c. 





From Swing to Opera 
Philadelphia, Sept. 6. 

WPEN, which probably plays more 
swing recordings than any station in 
the country, is going arty. 

Has inked in Lillian Zavidow, for- 
mer warbler with Pennsylvania 
for once-a-week 


Grand Opera Co. 
sustainer. 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 





tended by Jerry Hoekstra, director of KMOX’s Public Affairs dept., to be 
featured on the station’s ‘The Onward Road’ program Sunday (11) 

Program, one of a series, is devoted to interviews with industrial heads 
in the burg who, incidentally, plug the town to the limit. Those who will 
try to sneak in a little build-up for their o-vn station are John C. Roberts, 
Jr.. KXOK; Robert T. Convey, KWK; Al S. Foster, WEW: L. A. Benson. 
WIL; William West, WTMV, and Herman Hohenstein, KFUO. Merle S. 
Jones, gen. mgr. of KMOX, will be the last to talk. Walter Head, pres. of 
the General American Life Insurance Co., will serve as toastmaster, and 
the usual 15-min. program will be extended to half an hour. 


CBS officials nixed the idea last week of bringing members of the 


jury sitting on the Jimmy Hines trial to a broadcast of Orson Welles’ | 


‘Mercury Theatre of the Air.’ Stunt was to have been a repetition of 
the one which brought the jurors 
projection room showing of ‘You Can't 
ture, last week. It 
from the radio studio. 

Al Meltzer, of Columbia Artists, whose idea it was, already had Monday 


uptown by special bus to see 
Have Everything 
would, of course, have excluded anv other 


al) 


a private 
Columbia pic- 


Auditor 


(5) night’s show earmarked and was negotiating with Justice Pecora for 
permission to tote the jurors uptown, when CBS higher I turned thumb 
down. Fears of repercussions were given as reason for the nix 


The publicity department and the continuity key hammerers of Seattle’s 
KOMO-KJR (NBC Red and Blue) climaxed a feud of long standing Aug. 
31 when the personnel of each vied for honors in a general quiz contest 
on KJR’s ‘Totem Broadcasters Presents’ half-hour sustainer. Four rounds 
of 10 questions constituted the quiz, with the last round made up of ques- 
tions submitted by the ten contestants. Latter was the downfall of the 
publicity gang. Final score was continuity, 700, and publicity, 575. 

After the broadcast Seattle newspapermen issued a challenge to the 
conténuity department team. Date for this has not yet been set 


Deal for Bert Lytell to do a series for Tums does not involve the actor’s 
‘Lone Wolf’ series. Contract, set by the William Morris office through the 
H. B. Kastor agency, calls for Lytell to do two-a-week 15-minute dramati- 
zations from stories in Liberty mag. Series is being produced by Trans- 
american for Lewis-Howe Co., the sponsor. Will air over WJZ. 

‘Lone Wolf’ series was adapted by Aubrey Wisberg from the 
Joseph Vance stories and waxed by Intercontinental 
Rights to the title were acquired by Lytell from the Vance estate. 
has placed the show with the Morris office to sell for him. 


Louis 


Lytell 
It is not waxed. 

Television test programs, which have been sent out twice weekly since 
the middle of August, will be temporarily suspended again Sept. 16 by 
National Broadcasting Co.-Radio Corp. Understood they will stop only 
for a short period while engineers continue additional improvements and 
remedy defects revealed in latest series of tests. Attempt to follow some 
general rules on makeup was started last week when NBC placed an 
expert in charge of supervising makeup for all artists appearing on test 
telecasts. 

Possible immersion in the Potomac river for one, or both, of NBC’s 
crack Washington announcers is skedded for Sept. 23 when Gordon Hitten- 
mark of Iowa and Lee Everett of inland North Carolina, will stage a 
speedboat race during the President’s cup regatta, an annual affair which 
usually results in plenty of spills. Each spieler will carry special short 
wave equipment aboard rival water-scooters for WRC and WMAL. 


Unusual collection of discs is owned by Howard Jones, WIP, Philly, 


gabber. As chief interviewer for the outlet, he has presented more than 
150 celebs in three years of airing. Each time he has had the show re- 
corded. Now he has a huge file of the waxings, used principally to enter- 


tain friends. He's aiming to get permish from the 
chunks of the recordings in a single program. 


interviewees to use 


Though the Hearst morning Chicago Herald & Examiner goes tabloid 
this week, it will not affect the radio column under Ulmer Turner, which 


Productions, Ince. | 
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M‘NINCH PUSHING FCC MONOPOLY 


Heads of all St. Louis stations, except KSD, accepted invitations ex: | 


iiiiaebiataiaa rc 





PROBE FOR PROBABLE OCT. START 


Program Possibly Will Be 
After Special Counsel 


Inquiry Remains Indefinite 


Washington, Sept. 6. 
Program for the FCC’s forthcom- 
ing inquiry into possible 
and desirability of res 


monopoly 
ulating chains 
is expected to be made known th 


week. With Chairman Frank R. Mc- 


Ninch at last back on the job, the 
pecial four-man committee on 
ill talk ove the ( € 

for the itch | t Prot ly | 

get unde! way the middle ot Oc- 

tober, with 30-day notice giving li- 


censees a chance to ready evidence 
on the principal lines of study. 

Announcement that the 
will ‘push forward as rapidly as 
from MecNinch on 
return protracted illness and 
recuperation Meeting is 
tentatively carded for latter part of 
this week to hear what special coun- 
sel William J. MecNinch’s 
personal brain-truster, has unearthed 
and what course he thinks the in- 
quisition should follow. 

Scope of the inquiry remains in- 
definite, pending adoption of formal 
notice of hearing, but commish at- 
taches think four to six weeks will 
be needed to receive evidence. This 
guess is held conservative, although 
all parties are anxious to speed up 
ithe oratory and the FCC is desirous 
of being able to make a report to 
Congress not long after opening, Jan. 
3. Motive is to forestall renewed 
charges that nothing has been done. 

Probing FCC Records 

Preliminary digging has been con- 


commish 


possible’ came 
from 


absence 


Dempsey 


| fined chiefly to the commish records, | 


with the multitudinous statistical re- 


ports and other data mostly on finan- | 
trotted out at the| 


cial experience 
super-power hearings, getting close 
|ogling. Dempsey has been micro- 
scoping the statements of ownership 
and control, already on file, and the 
insinuations and public accusations 
| about secret tie-ups. Examiner’s re- 
ports and transcripts of hearings 
| likewise are valuable source books. 
And ghe innuendoes and charges in 
the Congressional Record, volumes 
of committee hearings, and other 
legislative documents are not being 
overlooked, either for leads or guides 


ncieanniiaiinniinase = ~< 


Made Known This Week ! the spot in the proceeding. For that 


reason most critics look for few ime 
Airs Findings—Scope of portant revelations. Expect nothing 
like the searches of the LaFollette 
(Senate) civil liberties committee or 
the Pecora-run hunt for Wall street 
devils. Inasmuch as the FCC has 
important line of inquiry is expected j acquiesced in the expansion of re- 





to be the relations between webs} gional and national networks, plus 

and affiliates, while multiple owner-! multiple Ownership, industry fixers 

hip et considerable attention. | are relatively caln 1 it the oute- 

( I Le¢ ( | » aeeD' come uitnor n tnere 4 concern over 

int tne 1 i tr ‘ € {f,;tne presence ot! ¢ ( Paul 

the cha x¥ercl Oo mucn cont i A Walke Dp ( rporation foe on 

¢ time ff ( ir ne e! the } \ I'w of the probe ire 

I | ) j ¢ 1 i r ete i ( - 

4) { ne é é ¢ I é é () S\V r ind I d 

y ( . y 1 on ) é P H Bre ror r ider count 

ered al ¢ I ( f é et ne ( t ieichn any e@X- 
fi ncing of ed iInaependent cursions into embarrassing field 

ly-owned tatio networks Transformation of Chairman Frank 

due for testing R. McNinch—who started out with 

Leases Will Figure ideas of regulation which subse- 

Matter of lea ( will De Ny rtant quently " — 1“ o an nce “4 

In the inquiry Especially Westing- ioaihed—is also somewhat reassur- 

house’s contract with various station . 


(KYW, the Fort Wayne 
was brought into’ publie light last | FCC Definitely Nixes 
Craven ai Cleve., Mormon Permits 


outlets, 


Commissioner T. A. M 
Craven and Congressman Richard B 
Wigglesworth, both of whom doubt 
whether the relations are in _ har- 
mony with the law. The FCC attor- 
neys do not see anything amiss, hard- 
even while admitting there is room| fought radio cases last week, when 
for controversy. the FCC refused to reopen decisions 
denying Great Lakes Broadcasting 
Co., Cleveland, and Mormon Church 
permits for new transmitters. Three 
other petitions for reconsideration 
were simultaneously spiked. 
Without explanation—as is the cus- 
tom—or comment, the Commish an- 
nounced it has denied requests for 
|rehearing of evidence presented by 
{the Mormons in effort to acquire a 


Washington, Sept. 6 
written on two 


Finis was 


One theory sure to be advanced is 
that chains should not be allowed to | 
own and operate any stations. Press | 
association status will be recom-| 
mended, without a doubt, and | 
amendments to the law prohibiting | 
jany program-distributing service | 
| from engaging in actual manage-| 
ment of a transmitter probably will | 
| be offered for commish deliberation. 


“inp ; new international short-waver, and 
Educators, religious crusaders and | that of the Clevelanders seeking a 
other groups with real or fancied | pegignal plant in 


opposition to the 
Dealer. Paves the 
way for both parties to go to court, 


|grudges are among the anticipated | Cleveland Plain 
| witnesses. Also people who have | 
| wanted, but could not get, commish | if they are determined enough. 
consent for new transmitters. Both; Other similar pleas turned down 
of these factions are believed sure| were those of W. P. Stuart, Prescott, 
to allege that conspiracy, either busi- | a,j, - KPQ, Wenatchee, Wash., and 
ness or political, has hurt them and | Louisville (Ky.) Broadcasting Co. 
crushed their ambitions. P 

Expanding interest of several | 
| broadcasters, notably Arde Bulova, 
George Richard and George Storer, | 
look like pay dirt for the probers. | 
Attempts to produce evidence have 


Miller Quits WIP, Philly 
Philadelphia, Sept. 6. 
Ken Miller, WIP gabber, resigned 
Thursday (1). 











P : , as to what matters demand exam-}been made, with their transactions| Tom Dane, who substituted at va- 
continues as is. Only one other paper in Chicago carries a radio column. | jnation. being pondered. lrious times on the staff, has been 
This is the Evening Times, also a tab. | From unofficial sources. the most Commish will be very much on/| given a permanent ticket. 

+ 








But Dialects Stick 


| Getting away from its 
purpose, WARD, Brooklyn, has insti- 
tuted a policy of Americanizing its 
| foreign language programs. As much 
as possible programs are being done 
|/in English, with music getting swing 
treatment along with Anglicization 
of lyrics. 


Idea is Oscar Kronenberg’s, who 
iis son of station’s owner. He has 
j}already introduced ‘Jewish Caval- 


cade,’ a news dramatization in Eng- 
| lish. Wants to build a new audience 


ALL YOu in younger element, while still re- 
ee g old with lan- 
NEED IN cae Poa in native tongues. 
CENTRAL OHIO 


accents and 


Hungarian, Polish and 
| Ukrainian programs will get 
itreatment. Folk songs are getting 
itreatment a la ‘Bei Mir Bist Du 
| Schoen.’ etc. Sports will also be in- 
cluded in trend. 


Spanish, 
same 

















Shampoo'’s New Sponsor 


Washington, Sept. 6 
New commercial for WJSV_ is 
sponsored by S-O Shampoo. Two 


quarter-hour broadcasts weekly by 
an instrumental swing trio called the 
‘S.0) 
People’s Drug 


is piped to 


Swingsters’ is aired from the 
Store Radio Grill and 
WCAO 3altimore as 
well as being carried locally. Agency 
s Grant & Wadsworth 
on THE NBC RED NETWORK ' Second new WJSV feature 
NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES ‘Night Round-up,’ combo of new 


EDWARD PETRY A co and sports conducted by Lee Vick- 


ers, staff announce! 
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A MESSAGE TO THE 
AMERICAN BUSINESSMAN 


An opportunity presents itself for a patriotic radio sponsor 
to enthrone himself in the hearts of the great American 
people to sponsor this nationwide movement in behalf of the 
American composer. 


A monument far greater than the Hall of Fame could bestow. 


B. A. ROLFE’S 


Patriotic Conception of the 


‘AMERICAN MUSIC LEAGUE’ 


(A Non-Profit Corporation) 


A NATIONWIDE PROCLAMATION—HERALDING THE ENROLLMENT OF A STANDING 
ARMY OF OVER 3,000,000 YOUNG MUSICIANS BANDED TOGETHER IN A PATRIOTIC 
LEAGUE—EMBODYING MORE THAN EIGHTY-FIVE THOUSAND AMERICAN HIGH SCHOOL 
BANDS AND ORCHESTRAS THROUGHOUT THE NATION, PLEDGED TO SUPPORT BY 
MONTHLY PURCHASE, THE STEADY OUTPUT OF THE SUCCESSFULLY COMPETING 
AMERICAN COMPOSER, TO BE PUBLISHED UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE 


‘AMERICAN MUSIC LEAGUE’ 


A dynamic movement to assist—enhance and stimulate the entire music publishing industry, 
wherein worthwhile works of American composers are concerned. 





A relentless search for an American Master to paint a musical picture symbolic of our great 
people. 


To the American composer, we say—‘‘remove that bandage 
from your eyes—your vision is impaired by foreign view- 


point.”’ 


FREE YOUR MIND! AWAKE AMERICA! 


Address Inquiries to 


B. A. ROLFE 
Steinway Hall, West S7th Street, New York City 








B. A. ROLFE—Currently over NBC network with 
ROBERT L. (BELIEVE IT OR NOT) RIPLEY, for Post's 
Bran Flakes. Radio direction, DOUGLAS F. STORER. 
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“The schools of America 
are ready to assist in a 
movement of this kind and 
will welcome a chance to co- 
operate.” - 

Dr. GEORGE M.GARTLAN, 

Director of Music, 

Public Schools of New York 


“| am heartily in accord 
with your idea and plan to 
encourage American compo- 
sition.” 

LYTTON S. DAVIS, 

State Supervisor of Music, 

Jefferson City, Mo. 


“A great movement. I'm 
with you 100%.” 
ARTHUR PRYOR 


“I compliment you person- 
ally upon the concept and the 
energy and diligence with 
which you have pursued and 
promoted the idea.” 

E. C. MILLS, 

General Manager, American 

Society Composers, Au- 

thors and Publishers 


“Il wholeheartedly give my 
endorsement to this plan. 1! 
will work with you in every 
way possible to bring it to a 
supreme success.” 

ROBERT L. SHEPHERD, 

Editor, School Musician, of- 

ficial organ of the national 

school band and orchestra 
association 


“My heartiest congratula- 
tions and best wishes for the 
success of your splendid plan. 
It would be an honor and a 
privilege if | could serve in 
the furtherance of the good 
cause.” 


FERDE GROFE 
. 


“I will do anything possible 
to help your noble move- 
ment.” 

CAPT. JOHN BARABASH, 

High School Music Director, 

Chicago, Ill. 
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NON- ARYAN’ STEP-CHILDREN 





(PRS Vs. Can. Expo Dispute to Court; 
oodman, Rogers, Lombardo Figure 








- + 
Toronto, Sept. 6. Philly Bands Shift 
Dispute between the Canadian 
forming Rights Society and the ; ; 

Perfo ji ys bi at Butibition on | Philadelphia, Sept. 6. | 
Canadian Nationa _ . | General shift is taking place in 
whether dance orchestras and mili- | nitery bands here with start of the 
tary bands at the expo may play | new season. Bill Honey orch is out | 

of Benny the Bum’s and into the 


selections held by CPRS under copy- 
right without first obtaining formal 
permission and paying dues, will 
taken to court by CPRS (collection | 


Anchorage. Johnny Graff, 
at the Anchorage, into Benny’s. 


be | was last at the Arcadia-International, 


| 


formerly | 


| 


Graff | 


+ 


where he is being replaced by Clem | 


in Connie : ~ > | Williams. 
—_— aes nessa one Herb Woods out of the Anchor- | 
the British Performing Rights So- | age and Joe Frasetto is out of the | 
ciety ). | Adelphia, after playing there for a 
Regardless of this announced in- | full year. Harry Wharton's band | 
tention, Elwood Hughes, g.m. of the inked into Harvey Lockman’s new 
expo, has ordered the musicians to Village Barn, set for opening 
go ahead and play whatever music | Sept. 14. 


they please. Affected in the prom- | 
ised court action are Benny Good- 
man, Buddy Rogers, Guy Lombardo 
and Lieut. O. W. Geary, conductor 
of the Royal Artillery Band, 
army band attraction at the C. N 
Tommy Dorsey is skedded to appear 


Small Orchs For 


Discers to Duck | 


fs e 


E ° 


at the expo’s dance pavilion Sept. | 
8-10 and, presumably, will also be | 
pencilled into the complaint of | 
gn oosted Scales 


Baton wielders were delivered let- | 
ters by messenger from CPRS which | 
read: ‘You may not perform any per- | 


formances of our music without our | 





Recording and electrical transcrip- 


ASCAP 


REFUGEES GANT 





in Middle Due to 
Contracts with German 
and Austrian Societies— 
Latter Taking the Coin, 
but Not Paying Out to 
Important Composers Now 
in Exile 


PAPER ‘CREDITS’ 


The American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers is in 
the middle of a peculiar situation 
brought about by the Hitlerizing of 
| Austria, and its effect on a score of 
|topflight Viennese composers. Many 
|of them are now emigres in France, 


| England 
| refugees, 


most of them 
involuntary, 


and America; 
voluntary or 


as their race or religion may be. 
What has happened is that the 
Austrian society of composers and 
authors continues to collect large 
sums from ASCAP, the most valu- 
able of their copyrights being au- 
thored by non-‘Aryan’ tunesmiths. 
| ASCAP has a contract with both the 


permission.’ Both Goodman and tion companies are lining up de- 
PTs . « a . » 
. . fenses against the recent upping of 

Geary were handed the identical ad- tee ai nst . oa oo 4 : yi | 
monition as they were registering | MUSICianS wage scale for Gisc em~- 
at their hotel desks. After confer- ployment. Increase goes into effect 
ring with C. N. E. officials, all band | 5€P+- 15 on national scale, hitting 
pressers of general and commercial 


leaders decided to ignore the com- 
munication and are heeding Hughes’ | 
instructions to ‘play what you like.’ 


platters. Angles of the manufactur- 
ers are to use small combinations in- 
stead of larger bands and fancy in- 


The Canadian | strymentation. 


Expo’s g.m. declared, 


| the 


National Exhibition does not have Around New York. transcribers | 
to take out a license from the Ca-| are already dickering with band 
nadian Performing Right Society to| booking offices for available cock- 
use any music. We are exempt from | tail units and similar small combos, 
any such compulsion. Our exemp-/ Recorders are also looking into eight 
tion was given by Federal Act of | and nine-piece bands with an eye to 
Parliament within the last few tricking up instrumentation. Idea 
months.’ is to so orchestrate crews as to make 
Exemption referred to was an _ them sound like full organizations, 
amendment to the Copyright Act | | while actually playing with about 


passed on June 24, 1938, which ex- | one third less than usual. 

empts ‘the performance without mo-| Scales were recently upped to $24 
tive of gain of any musical work at | per man for two hours, with men 
any agricultural or agricultural-| permitted to work only 40 minutes 
industrial fair which receives a grant | out of each hour. Old scale was $20 
from, or is held under, Dominion, | for three full nours work. Means 
Provincial or municipal authority by an increase of 17°, in money for 66% 
the directors thereof.’ less work. 

Position taken by CPRS_ hinges Last week union also revised its 
upon the Canadian courts’ definition ruling os social security payment to 
of ‘without motive of gain.’ Inas- ead: ‘The making of 7 contract 
Much as admission to the dance pa- | °* agrenment Me he payment 


vilion is $2 a couple, CPRS spokes- such tax by a leader, contracting 

a 8 : vty ~ | member, booker, or personal agent of 

dae cum they have grounds for ac- band or orchestra, composed of 
tion on infringement of copyrights. = . *e “ne or 

; members of the Federation, or any 

ye ee assumption of liability therefor, will 

6 . 9 ‘ be considered a designedly unfriend- 

Snow White S Whistle ly act toward the Federation, and 

a 


tion no alterna- 
to cancel the booker’s or 
agent’s license.’ License-cancellation 
phrase was injected into revised reg- 
ulation, first issued July 5. 


will leave the Federa 
tive except 


Figures in New Suit 
Vs. Disney Pic’s Score 


Seren Datrts'hos anne insite 2 DET. DANCE SPOTS 
; SHUT FOR WINTER 


ment claim against it. er suit, 





-aype by Otis Altschuler, band leader, 
n New York supreme court, charges | 





that ‘Whistle While You Work’ has Detroit, Sept. 6. 
Much in common with an unpub-| Two of Detroit's outdoor dance 
lished composition of his, the ‘Rus- |spots, Westwood and Jefferson Beach, 
Sian Soldier Song.’ It is understood shuttered for the winter yesterday 
that Irving Berlin, Inc., i yp of (Monday) following fair-to-middlin’ 
the ‘Snow White’ s ore, will contend; season. Other terp emporium, East- 
that the basic melody of ‘Whistle’ is wood Gardens plans to remain open 
derived from ‘London Bridge Is Fall- | through Septem ber. Bunny Bergan, 
ing Dow nN,” which js in the publie | current, will be succé eded by Artie 

domain. Shaw on return date 
Another action filed against the Eastwood by far had the better 
same score involves ‘Some Day My Name attractions through summer 
Prince Will Come Along.’ Thornton and as result clicked off the best 
llen, composer, and the Robbins grosses, chief among them be 

Music Corp., are behind the latter chalked up by Ben Bernie and Ede 
litigation. Duchin. Westwood enjoyed spas- 
——— — modic activity, due partly to its re- 

note locatior yut biz boomed witl 

Dota Pokrass and Walter Bullock na seat eh ies and Horace 
Fox” ‘Three Musketeers’ at 20th- Heidt. ~ Jefferson 3each also had 

lan in-and-out season. 





All three spots consider they were 

Nick Castle, Sidney Clare and Jule lucky, however, in view of general 
Stein cleffed ‘Limpy Dimp’ for ‘Hold | biz conditions hereabouts for past 
That Co-Ed’ at 20th-Fox. eight months. 


| other 


German and the Austrian perform- 
ing rights societies, and while the 
1938 political ‘anschluss’ has sup- 
posedly made the Austrian republic 
non-existeni, a nation, and sup- 
posedly part of a ‘Greater Germany,’ 
the Viennese songwriters. society 
thinks otherwise, so long as it can 
collect funds from ASCAP, the Brit- 
ish Performing Rights Society and 
French Society. 


as 


Catalogs Important 

ASCAP is in a spot because, of all 
the foreign catalogs it offers to radio 
broadcasters and other music 
licensees, the very fertile catalogs 
of the Viennese composers is among 
the most important, if not the most 
valuable. If ASCAP refuses to remit 
to the Austrian society, there 
danger of alleged breach of contract, 
a pact that doesn’t expire for an- 
two or three years. 

On the other hand, the refugee 
Viennese tunesmiths aver that since 
they're no longer permitted to share 
in the royalty dividends, and par- 
ticularly since Austria is now part 
of Germany, politically, they—the 
Austrian songwriters—refuse to rec- 
ognize their former contractual com- 
mitments to the Austrian society. 
Hence, say these refugee songsmiths, 
they'll] join ASCAP, or the perform- 
rights societies of other friendly 
nations, and be in position to collect 


ina 
ithe 


T ROYALTIES 


}and the filmusical., 


a 


Copyright Renewals Take New 





Angle as Pubs 


Demand ASCAP 


Checkup Before Giving Credits 





+ seinen 

K ? 0 Ni h Controversy on the question of 
emp S ne- 1g ters copyright renewals took a new tack 
last week, when several major pub- 
Closing an engagement at the Astor: yogi notified the American Society 
n * oe * |Of Composers, Authors & Publishers 

Roof, N. Y which extended over hat thev e scted that org: at 
most of the summer, Hal Kemp ng a 08 prs tage ee ee 
wound up there Labor Day night (5) to check with them before giving 
Sate a performance credits for any old 
and today (Wed.) leaves for a tour, works in their catalogs involving re- 
of one-nighters. newal rights. They want ASCAP to 
The swing band is going into Rich- | make sure that if any of the re- 
mond, Va., first on a trip through the | newals were ‘sniped’ from them it 
| south, returning to New York later, was done lawfully and that the 
in the fall. Nat Brandwynne suc- | actual renewal registration isn’t un- 

ceeded at the Astor Roof. der dispute. 

aay ene eee The new approach to the issue was 
inspired by Irving Berlin, Inc In 
e + a registered letter addressed to most 
WB Fl S | of the pop publishers in the trade 
] es lil the Berlin firm pointed out that un- 
der its printed publishing agree- 


;mount Pictures and Famous 


Vs. Par, Famous 
On ‘Heart’ Tune 


Warner Bros, last 
week took its controversy with Para- 


music combine 


Corp. over the tune, ‘Says My Heart,’ 
to N. Y. Federal court. 
claim that ‘Heart’ 


Filed charges 
is an infringement 
on “Tell Me More’ and asks the Para- 
mount and its music subsid give 
accounting of the profits on the song 
‘Cocoanut Grove, 
in which the tune was used. WB 
claims that ‘Heart’ sold over 100,000 
sheet copies and 7,500 orchestrations, 


| while the picture had over 20,000 
xhibitions. 
‘Tell My Heart’ was written by 


is the | win 
is the | lished in 1925 by Harms, 
| part of the WB group. 
{composed the melody of ‘Says 


| Heart,’ 


, Publishers Protective 


for their creative music. 
ASCAP is in sympathy with the 
thought, but recognizes the fact that) 


there is an existing contract. Mean- 
time, a step toward clarification 
possibly, many a non-Nazi Viennese 
songwriter written the Austrian 


as 


has 


society to the effect that it must can- 
cel] the writer’s contracts because (1) 
of political disenfranchisement, and 
(2) non-payment of royalties. 

Paper ‘Credit’ 

The Austrian society, now a Nazi 
subsidy, however, has written back 
that the contracts must be deemed 
in force and that while no cash can 
be paid the refugee composers, they 
will get a paper ‘credit. Such! 
farcical interpretation of the les 
is what prompted ASCAP to realize 
that it’s a ridiculous situation. 

Furthermore ay the Vie est 
composers now in the U. S., Paris. 
London, Zurich and elsewhere, if 
the } i con e tneir own c¢ - 
rig im i g create ¢ par! ent 
for ASCAP and the other perform- 

right ietic Because, the 
it could becloud the issue of copy- 

ight ownership; it could create a 
at it as to whether ASCAP, for 
example in legal position to li- 
cense the Austrian works, consider- 
ing the fact that the Austrian com- 
pose now denv it. 

Important Composers 

There are a flock of such impor- 
tant composers whose wealth of ma- 
terial is almost self-evident from a 
reprise of some of their names. They 


(Continued on page 53) 


Ira Gersh- 
and pub- 
Inc., now 
Burton Lane 


the late George Gershwin, 
and Buddy DeSylva, 


which WB contends is a close 
takeoff of the Gershwin work. 


MPPA MEETING 





ON DISC COIN 


Board of of the Music 
Association 
slated to meet tomorrow (Thursday) 
in New York to discuss the proposed 
campaign to collect a special royalty 
on phonograph records used in coin- 
operated machines. Also the ques- 
tion of establishing a flat fee of 50c 
for transcription rights. At present 
it’s 25c for pop tunes and 50c for 
restricted number 

Matter of retaining A. M. 
berg and Francis Gilbert 
counsel in the coin-machine 
ment will likewise be laid before 
board. 


WB SETS CATALOG 
DEAL FOR ITALY 


directors 
is 


Watten- 
special 
move- 
the 


Warner B p } 
t ed a three il ontract 1 

I anc! & Cr ‘ Re ( p ) ! 
} f ving the latter the ‘ 
ights to the Harm Witmark and 
Remick catalog for Italy and it 
colonie E. B. (Buddy) Morris, ger 

vr. of the WB music combine, who 
eturned from Europe last week, also 
reported that his organization ha 
taken over the representation of it 
OV ata in France from G. Feld- 
man on a 50-50 basis. 

While abroad, Morris re-signed 
vith Chappell & Co. on the Harm 
catalog for Great Britain, and gave 
B. Feldman similar rights to the Wit- 


mark and Remick catalog: 


Music | 


an | 


»| These old contracts not only sell, 


My | 


ments it was entitled to the renewal 

rights to all compositions published 
by it, and that it intended to take 
| all necessary steps to enforce such 
jrights. Letter also stated that the 
warning had been prompted by the 


fact that ‘one or more writers, some 
| . . 

|of whom collaborated with Irving 
| Berlin and some with others, have 


| attempted to assign or 
to assign to other 


have offered 
publishers the re- 


|newal rights’ of compositions pub- 
| lished by this firm. 
| Various recipients of the Berlin 


| letter discovered that their old con- 
| tracts were worded very much along 
the same lines and decided that un- 
der these terms the writers had no 
alternative but grant the renewal 
rights to the original publisher. 


as- 
sign and transfer the composition to 
the publisher, but grant him all re- 
newal rights deriving from the orig- 
inal copyright. It is contended by 
this group of publishers that accord- 
{ing to the Tobani vs. Car] Fischer, 
Inc., decision, a writer bound by one 
of these contracts must either sign 
such number to the original pub- 
| lisher, or stand the risk of having it 
| thrown in the public domain. 

Fisher Asks Accounting 

| Fred Fisher, songwriter and pub- 
| lisher, last week countered the re- 
| straining action filed against him by 
re’ Bernstein & Co. with a de- 


mand that the latter firm give him 
an accounting on all the income from 
‘Come, Josephine, in My Flying Ma- 


chine.” Demand was in letter form 
and came from Fisher’s counsel, 
O’Brien, Discoll & Raftery. 


Shapiro-Bernstein’s suit, brought 
in the Federal court, N. Y., seeks 
adjudication of the renewal rights to 
‘Come Josephine.’ Al Bryin, one of 
|the authors, had assigned his re- 
|newal rights to the Famous Music 
Corp., while Fisher took out a copy- 
right renewal in behalf of hi 
publishing concern. S-B> contends 
that Fisher and Bryan have 
newal rights whatever to 
since they wrote it 
ployment agreement 
FMC’s registration is 
that provision of the copyright law 
which make: work of that type 
the olute property of the original 
publisher 

Letter from Fisher's 
that Shapiro-Bernstein 
iter with detailed 
nue ed 


an 


own 


no 
‘Josephine,’ 
under an 
and that 
in violation 


re- 


em- 
the 
of 


aa 
abt 


asks 
the 
of 
on ‘Josephine 
ynchronizati 
recording 


counsel 
furnish 
a statement 
receix 
n 
and 
publ Ca- 
apiro-Bernstein 
to 


ill othe ource nee the 
tice Or tne tine S} 
not 


obligated up- 


won, ince 


resvarded 
likely 


test case 


to de 
velop into an 
the 


tant 
le copyright renewals. 
AUGER WITH B. v. ae, 
Fred Auger, formerly 
Leo F« ist, 
th Bregman, 


mMmuUSIC 
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land rep for 
igned up wi & 
Conn, new combine. Will 
headquarter in Boston and cover all 
N. E. and New York State. 
Auger has ie pop 
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VARIETY 





MUSIC-DANSAPATION _ 








lated performances on the two major networks from 5 p. m. to 1 a. m _In ‘Source’ column, denotes film 
song, + legit tunes, and ‘pop’ speaks for itself. emasiie 
TITLE PUBLISHER SOURCE. paeeres 
pO ee ere ee eee a a. eee oceePOP cccsccccnccccccccssssccccccccsees po 
I've Got a Date with a Dream. re rrrrerrecr rr ry *My Lucky Star.........-.eeeeeeeeee ri 
You Go to My Head ea ye ere ree eee re oo errr et teres ne =o 
I'm Gonna Lock My Heart ....... SRAODITO. ..0cccccsscsesseses POE ci asccnccnenctcsccsvesecesesas ets a 
I Used to Be Color Blind.........ccccseee BOON. cn need se eeenenOwones *Cz arefree 5 reer rr Try ae 
I've Got a Pocketful of Dreams...........Santly-JOY ...cceeeeeee ees *Sing You Sinners. ee Dae CLT Re eee a 
What Goes on Here in My Heart ParamiOunt§ .ssececcce d Ghote BEG @ SGU ; 6 6cs ice cs svsieeneses = 
Stop Beating Around the Mulberry Bush. ha "Shaapneeiee nd ee P TIE a RG nr ares ony = 
> ‘ DION oi tice reuse < yp. Tere Te é 
lag Pv Be Told ..... A Sariin pads *Alexander' Ss Rag stil me ‘Band Pe ieee ath = 
When Mother Nature Sings Her Lullaby Santly-Joy sed .. Pop ee - = 
Garden of the Moon Harn Site ; *Gar jen of the Moon 3 
How Can We Be Wrong Crawford Pop 
Will You Remember Tonight Tomorrow BVC F p + 
Change Partners Berlir i ceca 18 
Bambina ..5pler r yp 7 
There’s a Faraway Look in Your Eye Tenney Pop +. 
Don’t Cross Your Fingers aaer- Yellen Sai + 
adn’t Anyone Till You ABC D , . . 
pone ander’s Ragtime Band PE. 4. cece gniecin *Alexander's Ragtime Band AG 
Small Fry Wee ..sceewene *Sing Y tu Sinners + 
Put Your Heart in a Song bw *Breakin’ the Ice 18 
Tu-Li Tulip Time happell , j Pop + 
If I Loved You More.. Wwe ords-Musie . P | Serer rere ee ret. 4 
Love of My Life + ‘ . P + 
,sambe Walk , ee ; ( : teens 
Til Dream WORT. ocsceess Witmark .. a ‘on owboy from Brooklyn - 
co ° Ip TrerctC Tey Tr eT tT « 
Ride "Tende: ' f vot, Ride. Winnart Terre *Cow boy ‘from PP OONIUT. 6c cacncceves 13 
My Walking Sti ck MEE, . bao eae caeerde Alex: An der’s Ragtime BanG..... 13 
At Long Last Love... Chappell cs ccecccccccccnc *You Never Know.......+.-e+eeeeees 13 
Love Is Where You Find It. . Harms ..*Garden of the Moon 13 
Colorado Sunset $30.7”, err .Pop. : : 13 
Re er ee Crawford .. tHellz-a-Poppin 7. 
I Haven’t C hanged a Thing Mills . Pop ches eeeeseneeneeeeeeeeesseeseeeee 2 
Don’t Let That Moon Get Away... pp RMIeDOU. ia sc sceseetas ‘Sing You Sinners Teer rere Tee + 
Hearts Are Never Blue in Blue Kalua « BROFTIS $cc ices . Pop cowpe ews Orr Tere re seer re rer 3 
pg a a ro rr MEM a cetcedaw I op Catads sistas canara 
US TEM TUOOT Gc ce etccesss covers és saese- WEINGUS. cccsvcecceesneases 7 BOOM CIEOVE.. 6c i0secas aes sds s-4s + 
Where in the World.......... PEE? So ewe aauelenes eae ke Josette a Pe + 
Lullaby in Rhythm...... oa ce MOUDINS didsscecsvedacsss Pop caranie’ 4 
Think It Over........... BS Serer reer es » FOR... (chau Da wastes aaa eanewss 
| PERCE OR AMG cic cckecsccacntieesessss Rob bins (seasecassed snares A Married < ‘Angel Det aad 10 


Network Plugs, 5 P.M. to 1 AM. 


Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes on NBC (WEAF and WJZ), 
(WABC) computed for the week from Monday through Sunday (Aug. 29-Sept. 4). 


and CBS 
Total represents accumu- 





ROB 


From the Musical Comedy, 


Words by Lou Holzer 











From the New Universal Picture, 


MY OWN 


YOU'RE AS PRETTY AS A PICTURE 
By Harold Adamson and Jimmy McHugh 


SONGS FROM 


INS 


America’s Novelty Hit! 


WHEN THEY PLAYED THE POLKA 
Music by Fabian Andre 


The Coming No. 1 Hit! 
MY REVERIE 


By Larry Clinton 


The Sensation of The Centuryl.... 


A-TISKET A-TASKET 
By Ella Fitzgerald and Al Feldman 


“That Certain Age” 


The Year's Foremost Production Hits! 


| MARRIED AN ANGEL 
SPRING IS HERE 


By Lorenz Hart and Richard Rodgers 
“| Married An Angel” 


From the 20th Century-Fox Picture, “Straight, Place and Show" 


WITH YOU ON MY MIND 


By Lew Brown and Lew Pollack 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 
799 SEVENTH AVENUE - NEW YORK 


On the Upbeat 


Bob Auman’s band concluded sum- 
mer run at Oak Grove House, near 
Strousburg, Pa. Collegiate outfit 
from Westchester 
College. 





Clair Hill’s orch continues into the 
fall at Buckwood Inn, Shawnee-on- 
the-Delaware, Pa. 

Glen Gray and 
band start east after the Los An- 
geles County Fair, Oct. 2, with book- 
ings at Wichita, Topeka and Kansas 
City. 


Ben Pollack, held over for another 
week at the Olmos club, San An- 
tonio, Tex., is slated for musical as- 
signment on Joe Penner’s 
from Hollywood. 





Ray Bradford 
Dome, L. A. 


now at 





Johnny Blowers is the tag of Ben 
Bernie’s drummer, who was 


last week, 





Sammy Kaye is vacationing at As- 
bury Park, N. J. First layoff of 
length for the band leader 
years. Opens soon at the Hotel Com- 

modore, N. Y. 





Barney Rapp’s orch, with Ruby 
Wright doing the vocals, opened 
New Penn, Pittsburgh, Saturday (4) 
for second engagement there this 
season, 

Dick (Hotcha) Gardner and his 
band go into Willows, 
Wednesday (7), replacing Joaquin 
run, 


Covato back 





Etzi 


Supper Club, Atlantic City, and re- 
turns this week-end to Italian Gar- 
dens in downtown Pitts, spot he 
bought into some time ago. 





Lawrence Welk orch reopens Wil- 
one a hotel’s Chatterbox, Pitts- | 
burgh, Oct. 3. 

More than 3,000 jitterbugs paid a 
dollar per head to attend Benny 
Goodman’s ‘swing jam session’ from 








State Teachers’ | 


the Casa Loma} 


airshow 


Omar’s | 


not | 
billed by name at the N. Y. Strand | 


in five | 


Pittsburgh, | 


Grill following latter’s summer-long | 


in Pittsburgh | 
from summer engagement at Heilig’s | 


Wednesday nts. stance 7, , 1938 





——== 








* Indicates filmusical song. 


15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week ending Sept. 3, 1938) 


*Aloxandér’s RAStiMS BONG: 66sec ccvssecedeccsecesion ABC 
Peg) ey Ene re re Cee ar Ce ee ee Robbins 
Oar CO le TOME os 546s ahaa e845 FOS Seb bde S40 eda Berlin 
When Mother Nature Sings Her Lullaby............ Santly-Joy 
*)’ve Got oa Pocketial oF Th0GOMS. 2. osc Foes ivecs Santly-Joy 
Sit C ese SG Se ENE Gonos cece ck vo o0esete has Shapiro 
tt DEO PN oak 68 5 45a kos 60% Kaeo OWES BES Berlin 
Wik Cea DE MICO S25 08 5660 essences 6058648 0ES650% Remick 
RE «5. cb CRs SEAS heat CR WEN STE ER ECR KE CED Remick 
There's a Faraway Look in Your Eyes ............. Tenney 
CES ee ss Ak RCE RS CRATES EE 0 ek Ka a 608 oO 8d 5 Famous 

I Let a Song Go ‘Out of My Heart . Mills e 
Little Lady Make Believe ..Olman 
*Garden of the Moon ae ‘ ..Harms 
Stop Beating Around the Mulberry Bush BVC 


+ Indicates stage production song. 
The others are pops. 








midnight to 4 a.m pest ae sday 


(1) in coliseum 
Fair, Detroit. 

Art Mooney’s band will replace | 
Henry Theis Sept. 13 at Webster | 
Hall, Detroit. | 

Paul Martin and orch return to 
NEC in San Francisco this week 


after trip to Hollywood to cut some 
Victor Band played 
one-nighters on the way back. 


records some 


King’s Jesters open at the Clover 
club, Los Angeles, Sept. 17. | 


Russ Morgan will go into Paradise 
Restaurant, N. Y¥., early in October 
for CRA. 
| Gray Gordon bond will guest the 

RCA Magic Key pengreen | Sept. 11. 


— 


} 
| 


| Heidt, Vallee Orchs | 


Omaha, 


Sept. 6. 
Horace Heidt’s orch is booked for 
Orpheum here the week of Sept. 26, | 
with Sunday (25) broadcast ex-| 
pected to be aired from theatre} 


stage. 
Rudy Vallee and his Connecticut 
| Yankees will make their first Ne- 


braska appearance at the Ak-Sar-| 
Ben Coliseum here Sept. 26, bring-| 
|ing entire company from Kansas} 
| City Jubilesta. Admish scale will 
be $1.10 per. 


ot Michigan state| KRUPA PULLING ABOVE 


GUARANTEES IN N. E. 


Gene Krupa 


orchestra drew 


ap- 


proximately 9,500 terpers in five one- 


nighters in 


the Charlie Shribman 


territory in New England last week, 
At Onset, Mass., crew played to 
1995 payees who forked up $1,191 
to listen to Krupa. Outfit walked 
out of Bal-a-lair, Shrewsbury, Mass., 
with $65 over its guarantee, having 
pulled close to 1,000. In Lynnfield, 
Mass., at Kimball’s ballroom band 
set a new _ season record, luring 
1,792 shaggers. Canodie Park, 
Salem, N. H., handed the crew $247 
above its guarantee, paid by 1,694 


customers. At 
|Me., a 


to an 


Band 


| Set Omaha Dates biz on the road despite 


of pre-tour 


sence 


In the 
| ginia 


Beach, 
band drew 
over its 


Old Orchard Beach, 
set figure date, crew -played 
estimated 3,000-3,500. 


has done consistently good 
the ab- 
location wires. 
Casino at Vir- 
Va., two weeks ago, 
1,800 and copped $245 


guarantee. 


new Ocean 














OLD SONG SUGGESTIONS 


FOR YOUR PROGRAMS 
JIMMY McHUGH'S 


LOST IN A FOG 


ROBBINS MUSIC 


CORP. 
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IRVING BERLIN’S LATEST 











RKO’s sensational musical 





With four hits: 


| 


production 
starring FRED ASTAIRE and GINGER ROGERS. 


| USED TO BE COLOR BLIND 
THE NIGHT IS FILLED WITH MUSIC 
CHANGE PARTNERS 


THE YAM 


(The new dance novelty created by 
Fred Astaire and Irving Berlin) 


“CAREFREE,” 





| 
| 








NOW IT CAN BE TOLD 
MY WALKING STICK 


Two Irving Berlin hits from New York’s record-breaking 
picture, “ALEXANDER’S RAGTIME BAND” 


A Darryl Zanuck 20th Century-Fox Production 
HARRY LINK, Gen. Prof. Mgr. 


IRVING BERLIN, Inc., 799 Seventh Ave. 
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THE SEASON’S MOST BEAUTIFUL BALLAD! 


WHO BLEW OUT THE FLAME? 


Lyric by MITCHELL PARISH 


LEO FEIST, 











INC. 


e 1629 BROADWAY e 


Music by SAMMY FAIN 


NEW YORK 
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| (alored Orchs Really Send ‘Em 


At 2d Beneft for Blind Tooters 





By BERNIE WOODS {impatient for his stuff. Basie’s crew 
Peace and quiet were at a pre- | currently rates near the top. Of the 


for plind musicians at Randall's Roy Eldridge, the one-man brass sec- 
Jsland stadium, N. Y., Thursday (1). | tion, showman Willie Bryant and Er- 
Session was an all-colored affair as | skine Hawkins, seemed to be the best 
far as talent was concerned, and | liked. John Kirby also drew fa- 
promised—on paper—to be extra hot | vorable reaction. 
and in the jitterbug groove. It was. | Powerful speakers of the p. a. sys- 
Steaming hot licks passed out by | 
, dozen or sO colored aggregations, | sound better than ordinary. 
and a few small but swingy units, /ers are set latural deep tone 
ysed as stage waits, kept about 7,000 | which can be lowered further to 
fans swinging for nearly four hours. | bass. It gave each crew an exciting 
Draw was about twice the figure | undertone 
lured across the Triboro Bridge the 
week previous. in the stands. Harlemites, who had 
Session produced a couple of only to travel a few blocks to listen 
ynique items. Records were made of | to their idols, were going to town in 
every tune popped by each outfit and | every section. 
an attempt was made to hypo the | ing ’gators brought along searchlights, 
gross by auctioning ’em off. Martin | which picked out the wildeyed solo- 
Block, who again m.c.’d, tried first | ists for the crowd. 
to get rid of a set of the opening tempted to vault the railing to the 
band’s waxings, but was howled | cinder track, but were boosted back 
down. He mace another attempt at | into their pews by alert cops and at- 
the finale to sell cuttings of the en- | tendants, 
tire shindig, but failed. Sometime Of the small units, which are get- 


Ampli- 


Urge of the hot licks was apparent 


Couple of enterpris- 


pright idea of combining four crews | which were used here to allow shift- 
and at the finale Claude Hopkins, Er- |ing of main onstage, all 
skine Hawkins, Luis Russell and Hot | clicked. Inkspots, harmonizing quar- 
Lips Paige put their outfits together | tet, panicked the mob with ‘Ol’ Man 
for a swing outfit to top ’em all. | Mose.’ Slim and Slam repeated with 
Combo added up to 60 men. several including ‘Flat Foot Floogie,’ 
Bit was something new and looked | which they wrote, and Dickie Wells 
to be a killer, but it suffered from | and an unbilled swing singer-terper 
overbuildup and poor distribution of | also clicked. Deacon Brown, blind 
men and mikes. Block built it too | pianist, imitated Fats Waller and got 
heavily between bands, and when it | across. 
finally did get going was exploited Third and fourth benefits will 
toa letdown. Cab Calloway’s crew | probably be combined and put on at 
was supposed to be in on it, which | Madison Square Garden, Sept. 14. 
might have added rockbottom | Officials have taker. an option on the 
thythm, but he had to scram to catch 
atrain. Mob wanted more of Cab’s 
stuff, but Block begged off for him, 
explaining the rattler’s imminent de- | 
parture. Pew holder screamed at | 
Block, ‘Let him grab a plane.’ together. Another angle which fig- 
Trying to rate the clickability of | ured in the decision to hold it in- 
the various crews would be tough as | doors was that the weather will be 
the mob went for ’em all. However, | decidedly cooler by middle of Sept., 
the payees had their faves. Count | which would tend to keep the b.o. 
Basie was On third, excluding several | take down. It was topcoat temp. on 
small units, and the mob was audibly ' the Island Thursday (1). 


crews 


definitely deicded what will be done. 
Third concert was originally <et 
for today 


} 


mium at the second of four benefits | comparatively lesser known outfits, | 


tem in the stadium made every band | 


Several at- | 


during the affair somebody got the | ting more popular every day and |} 


| Garden for that date, but have not | 


(Wed.) but Labor Day | 
weekend made it tough to get a bill | 








| 





Tito Swingette, Lincoln hotel, N. Y 
Sept. 21. 


Jack Winston, Bal Tabarin, San 
Francisco, Sept. 8 via CRA. 


Francis C. 
withdraw from active association 
with Rockwell-O’Keefe Oct. 15. 
til a deal is made for the purchase 


Chauncey Cromwell, Commodore of O’Keefe’s stock interest, the firm 
' Club, Detroit, Sept 22. 


Carl Ravazza, Rainbow Rondevue, 
Salt Lake City, U., Sept. 15. 


will continue under its present name. 
| O’Keefe’s decision to quit came a 
few days after his return to N. Y 
from a stay at the company’s Holly- 
wood branch While O'Keefe had 
been thinking about the move for 


Johnny Long plays for Bill Green’s 
Pittsburgh nitery starting Sept. 9. 
On Oct. 21 he goes to Statler hotel 
Buffalo, N. Y., for MCA. 


- some time the parting friendly 

Les Brown being groomed to fol- one. It’s a case of two partners, 

low Blue Barron in Edison hotel, Thomas J Rockwell, pres., and 

N. Y CRA Bows in early O’Keefe, being unable to agree on 

October policy O’Keefe state that he has 
— no definite plans for the future 

Woody Herman makes a Vitaphone As a result of O’Keefe’s with 


short for Warner Oct. 13 Current | drawal, Mike Nidorf, one of the four 
at Edgewater hotel, Gulfport, Miss.' partners in Rockwell-O’Keefe, will 
— return to the New York office from 

Jimmy Dorsey held over at Bon Hollywood, where he _ established 
Air Country Club, Wheeling, IIl., un- | himself several weeks ago. 
til Sept. 15. 
for R-O’K. 





Remain- 

Then goes on one-niters | ing stockholder is Thomas Martin, 
| who also holds the title of v.p 

Split, it is understood, will also af- 

Casa Loma opens theatre tour at fect the relations of the Casa Loma 
Tower theatre, Kansas City, Oct. 7, band with the Rockwell-O’Keefe of- 
after closing at Palomar, L. A fice. O'Keefe has been the orches- 

— tra’s personal manager and a stock- 

Ramona mto one-niters on exiting | holder in its co-operative setup since 

| Lakewood Park, Denver, Sept. 11. the band’s organization. 
—_—_—- are that 

Clem Williams, Arcadia ballroom, longer book exclusively through 
Philadelphia, Sept. 6. Opens season R-O’K, but accept engagements 
there for winter dancery. | through any agency that gets it 

= | work, 

Claude Hopkins, Ritz _ ballroom, Rockwell-O’Keefe was organized 
Bridgeport, Conn., starting Sept. 4. nearly five years ago, starting off 
Ina Ray Hutton follows Sept. 11; with Rockwell’s representation of 
Larry Clinton Sept. i8. Bing Crosby in radio and personal 

——ae | interests in the Mills Bros. and Louis 
Jimmy | Armstrong. O’Keefe brought in the 


Indications 
the aggregation will no 


Lee’ Shelley 
; Livingston 
iN. Y¥., WOR wire. 


succeeded 


j; years the firm developed into a 


|major talent agency in commercial 
Little Jack Little, International’! radio and the leader among _ indie 


Casino, N. Y. On Oct. 5 Larry Clin- , band booking offices. At one time 





ton opens here with the new show. the office was clearing as many as | 





| 42 bands. 

Nat Brandwynne, Hotel Astor! Intensifying its talent sales promo- 

|Roof, N. Y., succeeding Hal Kemp. tion, Rockwell-O’Keefe has Ronnie 
Lee Wiley debuted Labor Day with Ames now supervising this branch. 

' Brandwynne. | Ames for years was with Fred War- 


(Corky) O'Keefe will! 


Un- | 


at Murray’s, Tuckahoe, Casa Loma band. In the succeeding | 
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Band Bookings O'Keefe Quitting R-0'K Par tnership 
After Policy Diffs with Rockwell 


ing and 
Kemp 
He will -etain his Florida public 
relations work during the winter. 
R-O’K is expanding its Coast office. 
Norman Doyle has been added to 
sales staff in addition to Reg Mar- 
shall, who replaced Ed Fishman. Of- 
fice also added a new band in Billy 
Mozet, Coast crew, and current t 


Wilshire Bowl. 


DON BESTOR DROPS 
SUIT AGAINST CRA 


running through courts for 


more recently with Hal 


After 
past three months, Don Bestor’s suit 
against Consolidated Radio Artists to 
restrain that office from further 
booking him has been dropped. 
Suit was the first in which a band 
had contested legality of a manage- 
ment-booking contract and was one 

} 


being closely watched by band biz. 


ince all contracts are ba ically the 
ame 
A favorable decision for plaintiff 
would have virtually nullified all ex- 
isting band contracts, since he 
charged that the pact lacked mutual- 
ity, did not bind management at all, 
that office had no license to book 
| bands (none have, using act booking 
department license) and that the 
| band had the right to drop manage- 
| ment at will. 


| Bestor has informed CRA that he 
| will abide by his contract, which has 
| three and one-half years to run. 
Complaint to the union has also been 
| dropped and Bestor will pay $1,600 
| back commissions, which he _ pro- 
| tested along with suit. 


| 


| Neil Bondshu, at Lake Merritt 
} hotel, Oakland; Leon Mojica at El 
} Patio ballroom, San Francisco, and 
| Denny Moore, at Athens Athletic 
|club, Oakland, all had their con- 
i'tracts extended. 

















THIS JACK MILLS IMPORTATION IS THE 





< 


TO HIT THIS COUNTRY IN MANY A 


PUBLICIZED AND MOST TALKED ABOUT NUMBER 


ANOTHER JACK MILLS SCOOP 


THE LAMBETH WALK 


(ALL STAGE RIGHTS RESERVED) 


Current London Sensation Sweeping The Country 


MOST 


YEAR and EVEN DEPARTMENT STORES are 











CURRENT MILLS HEADLINERS 


I HAVEN’T CHANGED A THING 


Novelty Fox-Trot Ballad 


I LET A SONG GO OUT OF MY HEART 
The Current Mills No. 1 Hit Song 


A BLUES SERENADE 
Heor Bing Crosby Sing It On Decca Record 





NEWSPAPERS, MAGAZINES, NEWS-REELS, PHONO. 
GRAPH COMPANIES, RADIO NETWORKS, HOTELS, 


HEADLINING IT 


Hop On The Bandwagon And Be Among The First To Feature It 


No. DiA 1311 


Another Sensational Evropean Mills importation 














FROM THE GRAND NATIONAL PICTURE 
FEATURING SALLY RAND 


I'd Rather Look At You 


By SAM COSLOW 


My 











Tonight Is The Night ¢ I Gave 





FROM THE UNIVERSAL PICTURE 
“THE ROAD TO RENO” 


Heart Away ® Ridin’ Home 


By McHUGH and ADAMSON 








The Greatest Cotton Club Show Ever Written 


The New Cotton Club Score 


By BENNY DAVIS and J. FRED COOTS 











MILLS NEVER-TO-BE-FORGOTTEN STANDARDS 


STAR DUST « I’M GETTIN’ SENTIMENTAL OVER YOU + SOPHISTICATED LADY + DINAH - MARGIE « SERENADE IN THE NIGHT * MOOD INDIGO 
POPCORN MAN * MOONGLOW ° THE SHEIK « NOBODY'S SWEETHEART * THERE'S SOMETHING ABOUT A SOLDIER - LET’S ALL SING LIKE THE 
BIRDIES SING + THE BELLS OF AVALON * GIRL OF MY DREAMS + JEALOUS «+ KITTEN ON THE KEYS * MR. GALLAGHER AND MR. SHEAN 


MILLS MUSIC, Inc., 


JACK MILLS 


AND A THOUSAND OTHERS 


Pres. 


1619 BROADWAY - NEW YORK, | Fe 
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Deruie Out, Larry Clinton Band In 


For Cliff Fischer’s New Int'l Show 





achalasia + 





Eddie Lewis, 


NITERY P.A.’"S AND TMAT 
don Casino Clifford C. 


: a Ve fr t to Know What Happens 
Fischer, sails from London, Sept. 10, They Wan 
; ; | Should They Not Join Union 
with the show, which is due to bow | outs 


| 
manager of the Lon-| 





revues for 





into the International Casino, on While the majority of New York’s 
Broadway, early next month. | nite club press agents favor joining 
Fischer himself, with Henry Lar-| the “‘heatrical Managers, Agents and 
Treasurers union, _there are a few 

tigue, his Paris associate, and thei sili ‘ahmed ant in kaaw whet 
wives, sail from London Sept. 15 happens if they refuse. These hold- 
The London Casino revue goes in-| outs insist that the musicians’ union 
tact into the Broadway nitery, plus! states it will not want to jeopardize 
refurbishments and additions. employment of five to 12-piece bands 
Because of Fischer’s percentage|in any sympathy walkouts just isin 


deal, 3en 3ernie will not be the) cause a spot en ployed a non-union 
name band at the International. I p. a 
stead, Larry Clinton will give out However, the jury is still out until 
with the dansapation, on a deal be-| the p. a.’s consult an attorney to fur- 
tween Rockwell-O’Keefe and Music | ther ascertain things from TMAT. 
Corp. of Americ - shifting Clinton) This was so decided at a last week’s 
away from his scheduled opening at| meeting in George D. Lottman’s 
the Hotel Lincol New York. office. 

The Lincoln, instead, will have — oe 
Tito’s Swingtet as the dance attrac 
tion Tito is Paul Whiteman’s fea- 
tured accordionist. Mrs. Max U ¢ NITE 
Kramer, wife of the owner vl the 


Hotel Edi on, N. = who rece 
took over the Lincoln, favored 1 to 
basically Clinton had been — I IN REOPENINCS 
in before she took over. John 
Horgan, incidentally, from the ae 
Victoria, N. Y., will be managing a| sinnaeaintt 
rector of the Lincoln. | 
3ernie has a new radio commer-} Seattle, Sept. 6 
cial and will essay theatre dates in With Labor Day, number of night 
addition. He’s winding up a fort-|spots that had been dark for the 
night’s stay at the Strand where he, summer have reopened. Floor shows 
debuted that Broadway theatre’s|and bands bring considerable re- 
new vaudeband policy. employment of artists. Opening La- 
A No. 2 ice-show spot, Gay Blades | bor Day were The Mint, Missouri; 
Casino, is due to debut soon on the | Bock’s, Yakima, and Smittie’s, at 
West 52d street site of Iceland, | Bow, Wash. 
which Fischer has in mind. Lou Randall and Carr, after four weeks 
Brecker, co-owner of the Inter-| in Vancouver, B. C., booked by Ed 
national, is impresarioing the Gay Fisher for minimum four weeks at 


Lobby No. 2, Juarez, Mex. 


| Philadelphia, 
| Two niteries now shut down will 
| reopen here shortly. First is Harvey 
Lockman’s Village Barn, set to light 
up Sept. 14. Lockman formerly pre- 
| sented all-Negro talent. 
Hollywood, Sept. 6. | Second spot to unfold will be the 
Wallace Milan, New York stager. is | old Club Cadix, more recently known 
coming here to stage the show at the | aS the Kit Kat Klub. 
new Casa Manana, Culver City, open- | a 
ing this month. Baltimore, Sept. 6. 
Combo restaurant-theatre is on the! First nitery entry of season will be 
site of the old Cotton Club. | the Two O’clock Club, which opens 
= = Thursday (8). Again under direc- 
tion of Sam Lampe, spot will feature | 
name headliners and revue type of | 
shows, with in-between pianology by 
Nan Woods, long-time feature here. 


Blades and part of the ‘Ice Follies’ | 
from the International shifts there. | 
headed by Evelyn Chandler. 


Mian Staging on Coast 


Sept. 6. 




















WILLIE and EUGENE 


HOWARD 


“Hollywood Hotel” Revue 





Syracuse, Sept. 6. 
After three years of m.c.’ing in| 


the city limits last night (5). 


TOURING | Irving Spector provided the music. 
Fuller Circuit, Australia ‘Jacobs is m.c.’ing, and first show 
| features Joe Altee, Gertrude Bond, 
Per, Address | songstress; George and Eloise, | 

WM. MORRIS AGENCY room dancers; Hoffman Sisters; T 
NEW YORK Girl Friends; Sema Laska, Saftet 








and Helen White. 








‘the THEATRE of the STARS’ | 


BOOKING AGENCY 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


LOEW BLDG. ANNEX 


160 WEST 46" ST. NEW YORK 
Bryant 9-7800 





H. LUBIN 


J. 
GENERAL MANAGER 


SIDNEY H. PIERMONT 


BOOKING MANAGER 




















against Finkelstein & Ruben. 


| 


major Syracuse spots, Irving Jacobs | 
opened the Club Irving, just inside tig & Seamon’s 


emulating 





@ 15 YEARS AGO @ 


(From Vanrery and Clipper) 








Equity Players, under the aegis of 
Equity, reported a loss of $79,000 on 
its first season. But it had produc- 





ing rights to three plays to dispose | 


Switch on Cohan’s “45 


of, if possible. 

About 20 new plays already pro- 
duced on the new season, Three 
were outright flops. 








‘Artists and Models’ 
in response to the 


Shuberts’ 
on more clothes 


outcry, but tickets still selling 
around $25 a pair. 

Labor Day put a kink in N. Y. 
shows Most of the town had gone 
to the country. Out-of-towners 
helped some 

Lopez, at the Palace, was putting 
over ‘Nola’ in a vlg way Phono Co, 


a new record to replace 


-old aster. 


was making 
the nine-yeal 


N. Y. 
ness took 
theatre. 


University School of Busi- 
a vote on the most popular 
Of 1,012 ballots, Keith’s got 
615 with the Hippodrome runner- | 
up at 118. Keith’s got a cup, VArieTY 
got a page ad. 





Five roadshowir*s of pics on 
s’way. Included ‘Hunchback of | 
Notre Dame,’ ‘The Silent Command,’ | 
‘Rosita,’ ‘If Winter Comes’ and ‘The | 
White Sister.’ ‘Rosita’ was Mary | 
Pickford’s try under Lubitsch’s di- 
rection. | 

—- 

Nellie Revell out of the hospital 
after four years in one room. 

Loew circuit issuir, contracts for 


17 full weeks. 

Duluth picture theatre managers 
buying newspaper space in which to 
call each other names. Paramount 





Fiscal year ending June 30, 1933, 
saw $70,148,480 paid to the govern- 
ment in admission taxes. Down $3,- 
000,00 from the previous year. 





Estate 
lier, 


of the 


coster singe., set at $35,000. Dan 


Leno amassed $50,000 and Marie 
Lloyd $35,000. 
Capt. Bruce Bairnsfather, British 


war cartoonist, in 
ville. Standard exploitation 
amateur cartoon contest 
house in which he played. 


was 





Western Electric experimenting on 
a public address system for Loew’s | 
State, N. Y. Badly needed. 





Fred Allen was doing 
|Timer’s Diary’ for Variery. 


‘A Small 





Benny Meroff’s band 
burley 
| ary and percentage. 


playing Hur- 
show on sal- 


Two Philly manager: 
‘Artists and 


pinched for 
Models.’ 


SARATOGA GYPS AND 
_ OTHER POST MORTEMS 





By BILL (PABST) HALLIGAN 


The telephone company charged | 


| full rates for night calls. Auto camps | 


| within the 10 mile redius grabbed 
|four slugs for a pasteboard cabin; 
| 40c. for Saratoga water at the track; 
| all dailies a dime—August the 
| 
| 


sucker semester. 


The turf writers’ dinner at Arrow- | 


head: Bill Corum pinch-hits for Dan 
|Healy as master of ceremonies: 
| Warren Wright, the baking powder | 


king, paralyzed with mike fright; 
John Kieran of the N. Y. Times, 


| Henry King of the Sun, and Frank 
| Ortell of the Telly all take a crack 
at the oratorical crown, but Alfred 


Gwynne Vanderbilt grabs the photo | 


| finish with poise and brevity. 

| Turf writers gazed with awe on 
| two former newshounds now up in 
| the millions—Herb Swope of New 
| York and John Hertz of Chi. 
Heywood Broun’s star crack of the 
| night—-he says his w'fe’s pocketbook 


| is a ‘moth haven.’ Lamaze grabbed 


| 10 grand for grape in one night, a 


| record. Playrooms 
loss of plenty. 

‘Sticks,’ the 
opines, ‘A man 
frightened money.’ 
comes back with, 
gambler—you ain’t nothin’.’ 
or leave it there’s 
' Saratoga. 

Send more money. 


closed meant a 


dice philosopher, 
can’t win with 
Nick the Greek 


Take it 
no place like 





in each | the Brooklyn Strand, 


put | 


| way’ is 


| again 


|a full-week basis. 


late Albert Cheva- | 
|maestro Teddy King as the person- | 
| ality come-on. 


American vaude- 


| Paramount, 





Mins.’ Slated for Unit 


A titular switch on George M, 
Cohan’s ‘45 Minutes From Broad- 
the unit being produced 
Miller, titled ‘45 Minutes 
Broadway,’ wherein Dave Mal- 
well known as Cohan’s double, 


by Jim 
Un 
len, 
personates the star and shows 
rest of the cast what the present- 
day Broadway looks like. Ruby 
Norton will do Mae West-Alice Faye 
takeoffs and Fred Hillebrand, Doris 
Winston, Eddie Cole (and Snyder) 
are other principals. 

Joe Laurie, Jr., is authoring and 
staging the unit, which will have 
a line of 16. It’s being primed also 
for a film short, intact. 


BKLYN STRAND 


BACK T0 VAUDE 


Strand, Brooklyn, operated in a 
Warners and Fa- 
Paramount, is resuming vaude 
this coming but on 
Strand last year 
only on 


pool between 


bian’s 


season, 


played stage shows week- 


ends, its success at that time prompt- 


ing the enlargement of the policy 


| this fall. 


Tentative vaude opening is set for 


Sept. 16, negotiations still current 
with the musicians union holding 


back a positive announcement. 
icy will be strictly variety shows 


with the house building 


up pit 


is the Andrews Sisters, 
mony trio also booked for a re- 
turn date at the New York Para- 
mount in November. 
Because of the pooling deal at 
house will be 
co-booked by Harry Kalcheim, of 
and Harry Mayer, of 
Warners. Report that the N. Y 
Paramount shows will break in at 
the Strand prior to a Broadway 
debut is denied, the Par homeoffice 
pointing out that the lower admish 
scale in Brooklyn makes such a pol- 
icy impossible. Fact that the Strand 
will shy clear of name orchestras, 


which is the basis of the Para- 
mount’s policy, also negates the 
break-in idea. 

Opening of the Strand’s vaude 


policy will give Brooklyn its first 
full-week major vaude theatre in 
several years. Only other flesh there 
of late has been the indie split-week 
Folly, the once-weekly amateur 





‘If you ain’t a/| 





show at the Fox and the Strand’s 
own weekend variety. 


| mea 
\N.Y. Astor’s Bull Cafe Biz 
Requires Call for Band 


Hotel Astor’s roof biz is so good 
that this New York spot had to hur- 
riedly book in Nat Brandwynne’s or- 
|chestra, and Lee Wiley to take up 
| the slack, following Hal Kemp’s clos- 
} 





ing. Latter concluded Saturday (3). 

Roof will stay open on a week-to- 
| week basis so long as biz holds up. 
The Astor’s grillroom band policy 


the | 


; Hilebrand Writes Jazz 


Only act set thus far | 


-| It’s an 


— —= 


Chrysler Expense Curb on Previews 
Of New Cars Hits Bookers and Acts 


| Detroit, Sept. 6. 

| Recent innovation of Chrysler 
Corp., in holding only one preview 
or all of its four makes of cars jn. 
stead of the heretofore four separate 


press previews, carries forebodings 
55 


for bookers and entertainers. Motor 
previews and dealer powwows in 
past have been a very lucrative field 


for local and out-of-town talent. 
While Chrysler 
have been hefty 


divisions never 
users Of entertain. 
ment for its guests and while 
co.upanies’ previews of 1939 c 
fall will be separate as 
Chrysler stunt, 
for numerous duplications in the 
future, at least since the innovation 
pleased the more blase newspaper- 
men, who get pretty weary of pre- 
| views by the time they come around 
| each fall. 

Whether previews with little or no 

entertainment, will satisfy the 
blase auto dealers from every 
is improbable, but moguls 
Motors, Chrysler and 
decide that a composite 
all their various makes 
| advantageous to their various deal- 
|ers. Which, if followed through, 
| would about cut in half the potential 
market for entertainers. 

Especially hard pill to take would 
be if General Motors divisions, es- 
pecially Chevrolet, were 
for previews and dealer 
Chevrolet annually spends a tidy 
sum for names for its previews and 
dealer powwows in Detroit and else- 
where, 

Combination previews among the 
independent auto producers would 
be impossible, but that fact is less 
heartening in view of the fact that 
these smaller companies have little 
to spend for entertainment anyway. 


ther 
ars this 
here 
neverthele 


t 
\) A 
tofore, 


looks 


less 
stick 
of General 
Ford may 
preview of 
would be 


to combine 
gatherings, 


Opera for Met Audition 


Fred Hillebrand, 
poser, has written an original jazz 
opera, ‘Black Requiem,’ which he'll 
audition for Edward Johnson, man- 
aging director of the Metropolitan 
opera house, in October. Opera calls 
for a mixed black and white cast. 
‘American opera’ in the 
sense it treats with the native Dixie 
background, 


with the har- | 


vaudeville-com- 




















BERT AZA 


Dressed by 


SIDNEY FISHER 


75/77, Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. 














Best Coffee in England 


QUALITY INN 


Leicester Square 
LONDON, WEST-END 

















JACK and JUNE 


BLAIR 


On Tour Fuller Circuit, Australia 
with 


“Hollywood Hotel’ Revue 





























| not yet set. 
WORLD'S FINEST SKATING TEAM 
Headlining ICE REVUE, College Inn 
HELD OVER lith WEEK—SHERMAN HOTEL, CHICAGO 
Management: 
ICE SHOW PRODUCTIONS 
180 N. Michigan Avenue, Suite 2310—DEAr 7146 
Dr. Arthur Brandt, Producer Harold Steinman, Maniset 
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Just Returned From a 
Now 


| Personal Mer., 
American Rep.: 





Triumphant 
Appearing at the 


MOUNDS CLUB, CLEVELAND, OHIO 
ANNA SOSENKO 
JACK BERFELL — @ 


GARDE 


Tour of Europe and 


European Rep.: HENRY SHER! K 
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-VAUDE ‘REVIVAL’ TALK ANEW 





AFA’s Strike Call at N. Y. Strand 


Burns Bernie; Scorches Union's 


Tactics, Quits 


Ben Bernie did a burnup at the) 


Strand on Broadway when repre- 
sentatives from the Actors Federa- 
tion of America wanted to pull out 
the show on him Saturday afternoon 
(3), which resulted in the maestro 
(1) resigning from the AFA as vice- 
president, (2) resigning from. its 
council, of which he’s a member, (3) 
continuing membership simply in the 
body, and (4) telling the union dele- 
gates that if they went through with 
their rash act he’d propagandize 
against the AFA through the length 
and breadth of the show business. 

He was visited backstage by Harry 
Calkins, union organizer for the 
AFA, and Charles Mosconi, an of- 
ficial of the body, along with a ‘col- 
lector,» who told Bernie, apologeti- 
cally, that ‘You know, it’s none of 
our own doing, and besides you’re 
a vice-president of AFA, but the 
council so decided.’ 

Asked what the council decided, 
and why wasn’t he, as a council 
member aware of it, he was finally 
told that the whyfore of the strike 
had to do with a demand that the 
Eight Ladies in Blue, a femme choir, 
be paid the minimum of $40 a week 
(not $35), and, secondly, any extra 
shows beyond the four-a-day be paid 
pro rata to all actors. 

Bernie said that all circuit thea- 
tre contracts call for 35 shows a 
week, unless otherwise specified, 
which could mean up to five-a-day, 
if Warners so decided, but it so 
happened that the opening week 
they did only 32 frolics, and this 
week only Saturday and Monday 
(Labor Day) called for five-a-day, 
so the week’s total is 30. In addition, 
any actor’s 
contracts, and that a written cov- 
enant between theatre and players 
always governs every booking. 

AFA’s Exception 

The AFA reps then stated that 
they’d make an exception for Bernie’s 
band, but that they had already noti- 
fied the other acts—Harris and Shore, 
Art Frank, Betty Bruce, Sarah Ann 
McCabe and Eight Ladies in Blue— 
that a walkout would be called after 
the second show. 

Whereupon Bernie burned. He 
pointed out that it was he who, a 
week ago, got the non-AFA members 
of the first WB bill that brought 
the Broadway Strand back into vaud- 
film to join the union; that he saw 
to it that acts like Harris and Shore, 
Art Frank and Betty Bruce each 
coughed up $12 membership dues; 
that the femme octét paid $4 or $5 
down, each, for the first year’s mem- 
bership; that he even complied with 
the AFA’s demands for boxoffice 
orders to insure payment of the dues. 

Girls Over Minimum 

As for the Eight Ladies in Blue, 
they're payrollel at $450, which 
means $56 a girl, hence they’re above 
the $35 minimum. It developed that 


(Continued on page 44) 


SELASSIE’S U. $. REP 
RAPS ROSE’S OFFER 


Malaku E. Bayen, American rep- 
resentative of Haile Selassie, former 
Ethiopian ruler, took blunt excep- 
tion of the alleged offer of Billy 
Rose to Selassie in a letter he di- 
rected to the vaudeville-pageant 
producer. He particularly objected 
to publication of story that Rose, 
after offering him $1,000 per week 
for appearing at the N. Y. World's 
Fair, added, ‘That’s nice money and 
these are tough times. Otherwise, | 
some day soon you'll raise your arm | 








and when you drop it you might find | 


a shoe-shine box under it.’ 

Bayen in his note said Rose’s com- 
ments were worthy of Mussolini, al- 
leging that he would degrade a king 
to the level of a bootblack. He said | 
in part, ‘You would set up a king 
of ancient lineage as a buffoon to| 
Satisfy the idle curiosity and malice | 
and pity of the common herd.’ 


union must know about | 


V. P., Council Posts: 


laugh Herbert Set for K.C.| 
Jubilesta, Vallee Hour | 


Hugh Herbert’s been booked for 
two days at the Jubilesta, Kansas 
City, on his way back to the Coast | 


from eastern personals, Down for 
Sept. 19-20. 

Herbert closed a date at the Steel 
Pier, Atlantic City, Monday (5) and 
does a guest stint on the Rudy Val- | 
lee radio show tomorrow night (8). 


STANLEY, PITT, 
HAS BIG ACT 
LINEUP 














‘COMEBACK NE 





Pittsburgh, Sept. 6. 

Launching of Ben Bernie’s new) 
network show first of next month| 
has brought cancellation of maes-| 
tro’s stage date at Stanley week of 
Sept. 30. Spot still to be filled but 
otherwise WB deluxer booked solid 
for flesh through middle of Octo-! 
ber. 

Tony Martin ore current and will | 
be followed Friday (9) by Schnikel-| 
fritz band, ZaSu Pitts and Samuels 
Bros. Also pencilled in for this| 
show is Brian McDonald, local radio | 
fave, who has been conducting ama- | 
teur hour every Sunday over WJAS | 
for a jewelry firm for last three 
years. He'll m.c. Week of Sept. | 
23 brings in Kay Kyser at more than | 
three times his asking price of, 
$2,500 when he played William| 
Penn hotel here only two years ago. 

Freddie Bartholomew makes a 
personal Oct. 7 and on his heels| 
comes Chick Webb for his first visit , 
to Stanley along with Ella Fitz-' 
gerald. | 





Brother Sues Dan Healy 
After Smash-Up in Auto 


Dan Healy and his crooning 
brother, Frank, are nearly as at- | 


tached to each other as Siamese | 
twins, but the latter is suing the 
former for $50,000 as the result of | 
alleged injuries in an auto smash-up 
near Saratoga last month. Explained 
that the action is coupled with one | 
against an insurance company. Also 
in the car, owned by Dan Healy, 
were Arthur Sullivan, formerly in 
vaudeville, and Harry Hayes, Al- | 
bany realtor, but they weren't seri- | 
ously injured. 

Healy will stage the new Cotton | 
Club (N. Y.) show, which will open | 
soon, featuring Cab Calloway. His 
stay at the Oaks, Saratoga, was cur- | 
tailed because the show was cut due 
to gambling being vetoed. Brother 
appeared as an_ entertainer at 
Cherry’s in the resort town. 


Stays Straight Fiims 


Alliance, O., Sept. 6. 


| 

















Columbia here, which in former 
years has played stage units Thurs- 
days and Fridays each week, wili 

maintain a straight film policy, for 


the time being, at least, Ray S. Wal- 
‘lace, managing director, has an- 
| nounced. 


House will continue. film policy for 
the next several weeks, but will play 
worthwhile stage shows for one day, 
and perhaps an occasional unit show, 
after the middle of October. Colum- 
'bia, dark all summer, recently was 


i reopened, 


| straight pictures, 


| Situation very closely. 


| other 





UO-OP OF Chih 


) 


(Circuits Await Line on Com- 
ing Films Before Going In | 
for Personals—Watch | 
Progress of B’way Strand 
to Ascertain Feasibility 


CRY FOR HYPO 


Vaude ‘revival’ talk is growing and 
on a national scale. Reports from 


scattered sections of the country in- | 


dicate a definite swing towards stage 
shows with coming of cooler weather. 

As in the past, no 
‘comeback’ will be possible or prob- 
able unless the major circuits them- 
selves take an important part. Thus 
far the chains, while a month or so 
ago admitting a dire need for a b.o. 
hypo, have decided to wait a while 
longer in order to get a better line 
on the forthcoming picture product. 
But the underlying need is there, and 
only a stimulus is needed to bring it 
to the surface. 

A general hypo of the circuits may 
well be the success of the Strand, on 


| Broadway, which, after years with 


resumed a band- 
show (Ben Bernie) policy Aug. 26. 
Warners, which operates the house, 
Loew’s and RKO are studying this 
Outcome may 
be that WB will extend the policy to 
key spots—Stanley, Jersey 
City, and Mosque, Newark, for in- 
stance. Loew’s is primarily con- 
| cerned because of its Capitol, up the 
{ street, on Broadway. Questionable 
| that this house can offstand the com- 


petish from the Strand at a higher | 


| scale for straight pictures. Opinion 
| within Loew’s is that the de luxer 
will resume stage shows by winter. 

RKO’s interest in the Strand and 
its grosses with stage shows is only 
natural. Once the leading vaude cir- 
| cuit, RKO has lost rank. The RKO 
| tag on vaude, however, could and 
would still mean plenty to theatre- 
goers all over the country. In July 


| this circuit was steamed up plenty 


about live entertainment to bolster 
skidding biz. Its plans for several 
key situations may well hang on how 
the Strand’s b.o. continues to hold 
up. So far as the Palace, on Broad- 
way, is concerned, the circuit ap- 
pears definitely non-vaude-minded. 
Point to the State, with its much 
larger seating capacity, plus now the 
Strand, Paramount and Roxy, as too 
much de luxe competish for the 1,700- 
seater to overcome. 
Vaude’s New Fans 
An underlying reason for all this 
vaude ‘revival’ 
(Continued on page 44) 
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talk is possibly the | 
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]5 Union Demands Stymie Operation 


Of Indie Vaudeville, Aver Bookers: 


Houses Ask Trial at Lower Scales 





‘Palmer, H’wood Doubles 
| Signed for Yank Vaude 


| Nat Kalcheim, the William 
| Morris office, has signed Gaston 
| Palmer, European juggler, for U. S. 
| work. He opens in Washington, 
Sept. 30. 

| Hollywood Doubles, troupe of 
American screen star doubles, which 
sailed a couple months ago from 
New York, also are pacted. No date 
have been set for latter yet, how- 
ever, 


vaudeville | 


SEEKS 39 
FUNDS 


Fort Worth, Sept. 6. 
Directors of Casa Manana here 
will attempt to raise by Oct. 1 
enough money to insure at least a 
six-week show for 1939, planned to 
open June 30 and running through 

Labor Day. 
Music Corp. 





of America, which 


| did not call upon the Casa Manana 


|!Assn. for any of the $30,000 de- 
| posited in escrow, but turned back | 
to it a net profit of $6,800. The 
Assn. raised about $51,000, includ- 
ing the $35,000 guarantee for MCA. 
About $22,000 was spent to put the 
show properties in shape. 

William Monnig, Assn. president, 
said the 100 firms and 
who subscribed the $51,000, will get 
from 60 to 63% of their money 
back. 

After the guarantee funds for the 
193¢ show is raised, directors will 
consider propositions of MCA or 
some other organization to produce 
the 1939 show. Contract for this 
show due to be signed not later 
than Nov. 1, so plenty of time for 
advertising and booking will be al- 
lowed. 

Lew Wasserman, of MCA, an- 
nounced Casa Manana grossed, less 
some $7,200 in taxes, about $86,000 
during its 30-day run. Total cost 
|of production was about $79,000. 
Biggest item was $42,000 for enter- 
tainers, 








Modified Vaudflm Back in S. W. 


As Byron Moore Takes Charge 


Oklahoma City, Sept. 6. 

Byron F. Moore, former Warner 
Bros. theatre head in 
pulled into Oklahoma City last week 
to take the helm of Standard The- 
atres (WB-Paramount-J. H. Cooper) 
and promises to bring back a modi- 
fied stage show program at either 
the Criterion or Midwest, and possi- 
bility of reopening the Empress and 
Folly, two Standard subsequent runs 
shuttered since the dark days of the 
‘third new deal.’ W. B. Shuttee, for- 
mer Standard managing director, 
will remain as Moore's assistant. 
Shuttee discontinued stage shows 
and name bands at al] Standard the- 
atres shortly after taking the helm 
about nine months ago. 

Standard houses include the down 
town first runs Liberty, Midwest, 
Criterion and suburban first run 
Tower, with subsequents Circie, Vic- 
toria, Ritz, Plaza, Warner, Empress 
and Folly, latter two dark. 


N. Y. City, | 


Proof’ 


Present ' 


|policy spots the Liberty as Stand- 


ard’s only first-run double bill house | 


with other three first runs flickering ' 
singles. All subsequent runs have 
been double billers since outlawiny 


of bank night several months ago 

A look at former boxoffice return 
for stage shows at the Criterion re- 
veals substantial boosts over 
straight-film takes June 20, 1936, 
Cab Cc alloway and ‘One Rainy After- 
noon’ (UA) drew $7,000, with ‘Prin- 
cess Comes Across’ (Par) pulling in 
only $3.800 as a single two weeks 
earlier. Ina Ray Hutton and ‘Pica 


dilly 
1936, 
(WB) 


earlier 


Jirn’ (M-G) got $8,700 Aug. 22 
with ‘Earthworm Tractor’ 
pulling only $4,200 a week 
Count Berni Vici and ‘Man | 
(M-G) accounted for $8,100 
Jan. 8, 1938. Bowes’ ams with ‘Para- 
dise for Three’ (M-G) got $6,200 
Feb. 19 of this year. This was the 
last stage show presented at the Cri- 


terion under Shuttee’s management. | 


FT. WORTH CASA 


staged the show this year, not only | 


individuals | 


Consensus of the indie bookers 
indicates that there would be more 
vaude weeks than actors this com- 
ing season if the unions could be 
brought to ge theatre operators’ 
iterms. Nearly all of the unaffiliated 


show buyers Bah that theatre own- 
ers apparently more receptive 
shows now than in the past 
eight years, but stymied by the high 
cost of operation due to demands 
from both the stagehands and mu- 
clan unions 

In regi 
* iy rators 


are 


ito stage 


the theatre 
question 


doesn’t 


indie 
plans, the 


irds to 
vaude 


| 


|of picture product quality 
| figure importantly as with the 
major circuits. Due to zoning and 
clearances, almost all of the indie 
theatres are subsequent-run picture 
houses at low admish scales. Vaude 
would up their’ scales, but not 
enough to make the stage shows 
profitable, unless they can get a 
break from the unions. 

According to the indie bookers, 
who have been canvassing the the- 
atre owners these past. several 
weeks, vaude will have a perceptible 
‘revival’ if the unions make con- 
cessions. Some of the houses, from 
reports, have approached the unions 
with the proposition of a trial-pe- 
riod for vaude, to wit: a low union 
scale for, say, eight weeks, during 
which time the theatre’s profits or 
| losses would determine the future 
labor costs. 

Dows Invest 

One of the indie booking offices, 
Al and Belle Dow, is buying into 
| theatres to insure itself this com- 
| ing season. One house it has be- 
come financially interested in is the 
|State, Hartford, which resumed 
| vaude Thursday (1) with the Ozzie 
| Nelson orchestra-Harriet Hilliard 
(Mrs. Nelson) combo. This house 
will have a flexible policy, playing 
vaude as many days as it can. For 
instance, Nelson-Hilliard are in for 
six days, then Sophie Tucker fol- 
lows for four. Future bookings en- 
tail a five-day date for Paul White- 
man and a full-week spotting of 
the Chick Webb colored orchestra. 

Otherwise, the indie time this fall 
looks very much like last year’s, in 
quality as well as quantity. This 
takes in the William Morris, Dow 
and Arthur Fisher offices. 

Indie time includes Hippodrome 

(Continued on page 44) 


HEIDT SETS NEW BAND 
VAUDE MARK IN INDPLS. 


Siiinenieie Sept. 
Horace Heidt’s 











e po 
lished an all-time 26-year attendance 


orchestra 


mark for bands at the vaudfilm Lyric 
for the seven days ending Thursday 
(1). Heidt drew 63,129 during the 
week’s stand, shattering the former 
record of 55,100 set by Phil Harris’ 
|band. New gross record is $18.400 
| and Harris’ old mark was $16,300, 
Eddy Duchin held the record prior 
to Harris with $15,600. 





The Lyric, which has played vir- 
tually all the touring name bands 
during the past few years, is a 1,900- 
eater, which is operated independ- 
ently by Charles M. Olson, with Ted 
Nicholas as manager. To accom- 
modate the overflow, Olson had ’em 
sitting on stage and in the orchestra 
pit. 

Jan Garber’s orchestra, the 
Schnickelfritz Band, Gene Krupa’s 
band and Phil Spitalny’s all-girl 
crew are on the lineup of coming 
bands booked to play the house in 
successive weeks, opening Friday 
(9), 

Horace Heidt orchestra is set for 
the N. Y. Strand, Oct. 14: returns to 
the Biltmore hotel, N. Y., Dec. 1 or 
15. Frank Novak's newey crgu7'z==l 


band opens Sept. 21 at the Biltmore 
until Heidt comes in again. 
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Moss Denies Burley Title Return 


In N. Y., Calling 


New York burlesque must struggle 
along as best it can sans its official 
label. Application to restore the tag 
revoked last year was filed with the 
Burlesque Committee 


and denied by License Commis- 
sioner Paul Moss. 

Application was filed by Tom 
Phillips, prez of the Burlesque Artists 


Censorship 


Assn., and placed before the com- 
mittee several weeks ago. Latter 
was set up to control burley when 


the houses were allowed to reopen 
under the Follies tag last September. 
After a delay occasioned by the hos- 
pitalization of John Masterson, who 
heads it, the decision was relayed to 
Phillips by Moss. Moss added that 
the decision was final and under no 


circumstances would any more pleas | 


on the subject to considered. 

Appeal contained numerous rea- 
sons why the return of the tag would 
beneft burley and outlined 
present circumstances of principals 


and chorus girls who were thrown | 


out of jobs with the general dis- | 
integration of burley since the 
crackdown a year ago last May. 


Argument which was figured as a 
strong point in favor of repealing 
the Follies dictum: by Mayor La 
Guardia, was that most of those peo- 
ple are currently on relief rolls. The 
return of the burlesque title would 
create jobs through the reopening 
of dark houses, it was pointed out, } 
thereby removing ’em from being 
dependent on the city. 

In contrast to this particular point 
is the opposition to the return of 
the tag by operators of the Eltinge 
and Republic theatres, spots which 
have managed to thrive without it. 
Both were hit during the summer | 
but stuck it out. Max Rudnick and | 
Joe Weinstock, operators of the | 
stands, have vigorously opposed its | 
return, reasoning that they are get- | 
ting along all right as is and if the | 
word was allowed to be hung out, | 
dark theatres would be relighted and | 
cut in on their biz. 

BAA has been feeling out both 
New York and road houses anent | 
aligning themselves to BAA for the | 
coming season. It has had several | 
assurances from N. Y. spots and is | 
currently meeting with midwestern | 
operators to iron out minor objec- 
tions to regulations. Phillips prefers 
not to press the move until the sea- | 
son gets rolling. 

Jules Leventhal, who owns the 
Hudson theatre, Union City, N. J., | 
and the Empire, Newark, N. J., was 
mulling the idea of setting up a four- 
cornered circuit of his own with a 
house ir Worcester, Mass., and 
Werba’s, Brooklyn. He’s since given 
up the idea and will be part of the 
Izzy Hirst wheel. Gaiety, Triboro, 
N. Y., both taking Hirst’s shows, and 
the Star, Brooklyn, have all re- 
opened. 


Earl Carroll East 





the | 


| season on Jan. 31 when biz dropped 


| Georgie Clyne, Milt Bronson, Bob 


It His Final Verdict 


| 


Ann Corio Signs To 





| Play on Hirst Circuit 


has 
his 


stripper, 
Hirst for 


Ann Corio, burley 
been signed by Izzy 
| ‘Girls in Blue’ unit. 
uled to start around the circuit next 
month | 

It’s Miss Corio’s first date since re- 
turning from Europe a few w eeks 
ago 


PICKENS’ 15TH 
ST. L. SEASON, 


| 





~ OTHERS OPEN © 





St. Louis, Sept. 6. 

W. B. ‘Bill’ Pickens is readying the 
Garrick, this burg’s only burlesque | 
house, for opening Sept. 9. This will | 
be the 15th consecutive season for 
the Garrick under Pickens’ opera- 
tion. Road shows, augmented by 
| vaude acts booked by Pickens, will 
| be the policy, as for the past several 
years. Last season, the house opened 
in August. closed for one week prior 
to Xmas and then shuttered for the 





badly. 

Frank Reidelberger, who doubles 
as Justice of the Peace in Venice, 
Ill., across the Mississippi from here, 
will wave the baton for his ninth 
consecutive season. 





Roxy, Cleve., Reopens 
Cleveland, Sept. 6. 
George Young, nitery and burlesk 
operator, reopened his Roxy Fri- 
day (2) with burley-vaude policy. 
Valerie Parks, Bob Ferguson and 
Harry Levine top fir.t opus, includ- 
ing Honeybee Keller, Mary Murray, 


Taylor, Hal White and a permanent 
line, 

House has been dark four months 
and is only burley spot left in Cleve- 
land. Young, who is changing prin- 
cipals weekly, also operates Back 
Stage Club, nitery. 





Vaude Revival 











(Continued from page 43) 
factor that virtually a new genera- 
tion has grown up since stage shows 
hit the skids nearly a decade ago. 
Many of the 16-year-olds now going 
to theatres don’t remember vaude, 
or perhaps never even saw it. This 
is especially true in the stix (towns 
of less than 500,000). 

Some of the theatre operators con- 
templating vaude are also planning 





To Line Up Show 
For His Coast Nitery 


Earl Carroll has started work on 
his theatre-restaurant in Hollywood, 
estimated cost of which will be $500,- 
000. New building will be spotted 
at Sunset boulevard and Vine street, 
where the establishment is dated to 
open Christmas night. Former 
Broadway producer of ‘Vanities’ is 
due in New York by plane today 
(Wednesday ) for the purpose of en- 
gaging talent and girls for the floor 
show. 

Manager, who has been on the 
Coast for several years, is also slated 
to act as a judge at Atlantic City’s 
beauty pageant on Saturday. 


Philly Curfew Drive Nets 








Another Cafe Indictment 





Philadelphia, Sept. 6. 
The Pennsylvania Liquor Control 
Board continued its drive last week 
on niteries selling hooch after cur- 
few. Among new spots cited for 
hearings is swank Evergeen Casino. 
Harold B. Larzalere,. operator, said 
he was unaware his employees were 
dishing the stuff out after hours. 
Last Thursday (1) was final day 
for filing requests for 1939 license 
renewals. Board promises tough in- 
spection of every spot before any 
renewals will be granted. 


to aim their campaigns at the novi- 
| tiates. Primary idea is to give ’em 
|sock shows of ace entertainment in 
|order to build a solid following for 
| variety. The ops appear to have to 
|the realization that ordinary vaude 
| layouts, carelessly booked as though 
| it was almost a ‘nuisance adjunct’ to 
| pictures, would be of no more help 
to the b.o. now than they were four | 
and five years ago. 

An important vaudeville educa- 
tional factor for the youngsters of 
yesterday has been the big variety 
shows on radio. The 10, 12 and 14- 





| labor mediator, 





AFA’s Strike Call | 





(Continued from page 43) 
the act’s agent had coached and 
costumed the octet and was deduct- 
| ing some of the initial expense, and 
| hence the girls were only drawing 
$35 each. With that explanation, the 


union reps dwelt on the more than | 


four shows a day, and also added 
that Frank Phelps, the Warner Bros. 


Show is sched- | labor contact, had treated them high- 


handedly. 

It developed that Phelps, a veteran 
had taken umbrage 
at AFA tactics. Besides, Phelps was 
away for the long holiday weekend— 
all this happened on a Saturday— 
and it wasn’t until Bernie gave Mos- 
coni and Calkins a verbal bawling 
out that they left with the promise 


to be back yesterday (Tuesday) for | 


a showdown with Phelps. 

On Tuesday Phelps stated he had 
told the AFA reps at a Tuesday a.m. 
meeting that since actors’ contracts 
are with theatres, he thought the 
matter should be wrangled between 
agents, managers and AFA, and not 
with Warner Bros. in the middle. 
AFA has agreed to wait until a meet- 
ing can be arranged, but states de- 
mands will not be altered. 


Bernie couldn’t se- the logic in any 
demands for an extra one-twenty- 
eighth for every show, when his 
contract calls for 35 performances a 
week, as does every other agreement. 
When he observed the same has held 
true at the Paramount, State and 
other Broadway stands, the unionists 
said they were ‘going to get after all 
of them,’ but were starting first with 
the Strand because of the alleged 
tiffing with Phelps. 

Bernie emphasized to Mosconi, who 


| is of the long-standard Mosconi danc- 


ing family in vaudeville, that here 
was a theatre anxious to do some- 
thing about reviving vaudeville; that 
the American Federation of Actors 
sheuld be basically interested in the 
perepetuation of vaudeville, as that 
is obviously to the best welfare of 
the vaudevillian: but that, instead, 
they were dcing everything possible 
to embarrass any vaude comeback. 


Sarnac Lake 


By Happy Benway 








Ben Schaffer and Jimmy Marshall 
visited Tupper Lake Vet hospital to 
ogle Tommy Abbott, who is doing 
SO-so. 

Judge Andrew Weller tied the 
marital knot for Dr. Rudolph (Will 
Rogers) Marx and Kaethe Bongartz. 
Romance started in Germany. 


John Dempsey, of Fenway theatre, 


Boston, after two months’ vacash 
here, is again backstaging at the 
Fenway. 


Jackie Roberts, ex-chorine and 
NVAite, gained considerable weight 
while vacashing here, and is bound 
for her Brooklyn home. 


Jack Eskins (Will Rogers), to the 
general hosp for observation, is back 
at the lodge. 

William O’Brien, Bill Henderson, 
Uncle Elmer Williams, Bob Roberts, 
all troupers, ogling the Actors 
Colony and handing out smokes to 
the needy. 

Jimmy Cannon, now mostly time 
bedding it, wants to hear from fel- 
low sax players, ete. Marion Can- 
non, his wife, doing well at the Will 
Rogers. 

The Actors Colony thanks those 
who sent it books and magazines. 

A. B. ‘Tony’ Anderson, who came 
here 15 years ago for his health, is 
originally from New York. After two 
years in bed he got a job as usher 
at the local Pontiac theatre. Then 





minute sock acts these programs 
have been utilizing, many of them 
stemming from  vaude_ originally, 
have served to point up for the kids 
the speed and pace of a good va- 
riety layout, just as it wises ’em up 
to the dansapation quality of the 
different orchestras. 


operators now can’t cheat on the 
stage shows, when and if resuming 
them. Those newcomer fans of 
vaude will want the ace talent they 
hear on the air and see in musical 
pictures. Also, naturally, the name 
bands. 

Because of this, the theatre ops are 
faced with the biggest headache of 
all in their vaude_ plans-—salaries. 
Latter have remained on a fairly 
even keel for the strictly vaude and 
nitery acts, but have zoomed sky 
high where they pertain to former 
vaude acts who've since become 
names on radio or in pictures, or 
both. High salaries, the ops point 
| out, once helped murder vaude and 
/ may now cause a still-rebirth. 
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It’s because of radio that theatre | 


,up to ticket taker, then assistant 
} manager and for last eight years he’s 
| been manager. 

After out-of-town ozoning, Chris 
Hagedorn is back here for checking. 

Thanks to Eleanor E. Pryde, Utica, 
N. Y., for the many books sent to 
the Will Rogers. 

Herbert Elder, who ozoned here 
and then returned to work, is back 
at the Will Rogers for a rest. 

Edith Lemlich and Eddie Dowd 
are one year older. 

Milton Reich and Marie Phillips 
(Will Rogers) returned home with 
health much improved. 

Marie Bianchi, who saw a Siege of 
this up here, weekending friends 
and getting a Will Rogers final 
checkup. 

Hank (Atlanta) Hearn successfully 
operated on by Dr. Wariner Wood- 
ruff. 

After more than a year in bed, 
Johnny DiGiovanni and Bobby 
Burke are up and around for their 
meals. 

(Write to those who are ill.) 








ELTINGE, N. Y. 


| 
| 


House Chorus (16), Boob McManus, 
| Steve Mills, Phil Stone, Lou Denny, 


| Dorothy Dee, Lillian Murray, 
'Georgia Sothern, Babe Davis, Joan 
|Dare, Manya Del Ray, Monty 
Wayne. 


| 

| Now a unit of the Minsky-Rud- 
‘nick loeal chain, the Eltinge out- 
'shines its sister house, the recently 
'reopened Gaiety, in all but clean- 
liness of clothes, comics and cuties. 
Deesn’t. quite get up to the produc- 
tion of the Gaiety but makes it up 
to the mob with plenty of quick- 
|} peek nudity, old school bumping 

and low comedy. 

| Old one, two, three routine of 
| production numbers hold forth as 
usual with interspersed specialties. 
| Boob McManus and Steve Mills, 


| comics, get into the blue regularly |}, 


but majority is double entendre and 
not outright muck. Frequently, it’s 
}not understood’ generally, being 
|tradey or colloquialisms, but mob 
j}laughs anyway. Pair work two bits. 
together and singly, hitting it off 
| best when paired in army bit of 
shooting girl spy, and as _ sailors 
in a Chinese joy house. Straight- 
ing of Phil Stone and Lou Denny 
|ably supports pair, Stone making 
|a better actor than singer. 

House leans to beefy side in its 
|femme contingent with a _ hefty. 
| though not fat, chorus. Couple of 
|epidermic exposers are on the beef 
trust side, Dorothy Dee and Lillian 
Murray. Latter has plenty of grace 
despite her size. All, unfortunately, 
try to sing. 

Best of the strippers are Georgia 
Sothern and Babe Davis. Latter, on 
as closer, panics the denuded-pate 
boys in front rows with her cigaret 


number, wherein she descends to 
floor and passes out buts while 
kissing pates and chucking chins. 


On stage, she finales with her bump- 
ing and wildfire peeling, shaking 
and tossing every part of her an- 
atomy. Miss Davis presents some- 
thing new in burley with her pass- 
able pipes, aided by mike, unusual 
method of peeling with one quick 
backhand stroke and quick change 
to a veil behind center curtain. Has 
style and looks, plus dancing abil- 
ity, demonstrated in acrobatic terp- 
ing on entrance. One of many try- 
ing to be different these days and 
one of few succeeding. 

Joan Dare, also in nudedition, 
presents same fast tempo of whole 
crew. Possibly not a style with any 
but rather managerial instruction to 
give it to them fast with but one 
encore. All go to the string and off 
in what seems like a race to see 
who can get undressed faster. 

Chorus is light in work and not 
too strong on looks. Statue girls 
are up to their usual nothingness, 
except for exposures and long gam- 
parading. It’s about time somebody 
thought up something new for the 
showgirls besides looking dumb, but 
unlikely that it will come from the 
Eltinge, where they look exception- 
ally uninspired. 

In_ productions sailor boys num- 
ber is considerably misleading, with 
dancer Manya Del Ray background- 
ed by a Chinese setting while do- 
ing a Siamese dance to Spanish 
music. Girl’s ability is unques- 
tioned as she delivers intricate ges- 
ticulating and dance with all she 
has. Monty Wayne, tap dancer. on 
in two spots, goes off first without 
favorable results. In second ap- 
pearance, he holds up the show. 
Does three routines in second ap- 
pearance, winding up with two 
chairs, dancing to and from both to 
floor, etc. 

On _ whole, show is well-paced. 
meriting its full house when caught 


(3), but much of credit goes to 
comics and the two top strivpers. 
Hurl. 


STAR, BROOKLYN 


_Star returns to the abbreviated 
list of stands offering a gander at 
flesh in the raw after its usual sum- 
mer layoff period. Allen Gilbert’s 
excellent production is apparent in 
the current 90-min. show. Opening 
day’s biz good. Show gets under 
way with a succession of popular 
yesteryear dances, leading up to the 
current strip. First is the minuet, 
done by six girls in hoopskirts, fol- 
lowed by a military tap and French 
cancan. Sally Rand’s fan and bub- 
ble dance, both of which are mere 
demonstrations, lead up to current 
Strip. Last best liked, of course. 
_There are 10 ponies and six show- 
girls. Ponies are well-trained and 
fresh-looking. Latter can be traced 
to the current craze for hairdress- 
ings, girls affecting the Marie An- 
toinette coiffures. Showgirls are 
shapely. 
Comedy is effective without too 
much blue. Stinky Fields, his part- 
ner, Shorty Little: Jack Rosen and 
Fred Binder ha. lle it. Quartet, at 
various times, uses overworked sit- 
uations, but manages to get ’em over. 
Binder and Rosen work the court- 


stripper Joy St. Clair and Straight- 
man Joe Lyons. Binder and Rosen 
obviously enjoy themselves in this 





Burlesque Reviews 


| Miss St. Clair, Mary Joyce. 


— ———. 


Geral. 
dine and Roxanne.  Bionde ya 
Joyce and Roxanne pipe popular 





| 


| 
| 
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tunes before shucking. Neither ar 
very effective behind a mike ea 
anne the least. She’s exciting enough 
at the peeling, but her vocalizing de. 
tracts. Miss Doane, one of the most 
versatile strippers i. the biz, can do 
interpretative stuff, tap, which she 
does here very well, and eases the 
sameness of the strip strut with one 
in rhumba_ tempo. Latter gives 
plenty of opportunity for bumps 
Geraldine is a smooth-looking 
blonde. All five called back for cur- 
tain peeks. 

Russ Brown, colored tapster, is 
more than a stage wait. He does a 
rl.ythm and military tap and draws 
a well-deserved hand. Johnny Head 


juve, vocally backs production 
numbers, and dances, but has seen 
better days. 

Usual good pit accompaniment 


ere is augmented with a 
adds new life to pieces. 


GAYETY, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Sept. 4. 

Strip teasing continues to be bur- 
lesque’s piece-de-resistance as far as 
its local fans are concerned, despite 
the lavish, good-looking production 
numbers of Harry Hirsch's 
opener here. 

There are four stripping principals, 
all of whom are easy on the optics. 
The choristers, too, aren’t at all 
stingy in their physical revelations. 
It’s a fast moving, elaborate revue 
with the stripping and off-color, stale 


celeste, 


season 


comedy alone marking it as_ bur- 
lesque. 
Mlle. Starlette is an exotic acro- 


batic dancer, who's set off to par- 
ticular advantage in a_well-con- 
ceived, novel ‘jungle jitters’ number. 
Valerie Parks, featured stripper, is 
a blonde looker. Joe De Rita and 
Harry ‘Boob’ Myers, comics, land 
plenty of laughs despite their poor 
material. They dig deep into the 
dirt frequently, too. 

The veteran Roy Cummings re- 
vives his knockabout comedy with 
considerable success, displaying 
much enthusiasm in his clowning. 
An attractive blonde Lucille Abbey, 
proves a good foil and the comedy 
business goes over well. 

The Marfields, man and woman 
ballroom, acrobatic and adagio team, 
click handily. A well-trained, hard- 
working dancing chorus of 12, plus 
six parading showgirls’ help, has 
been routined well by Bobby Peg- 
rim, 

Problem of sameness and lack of 
novelty and variation, which blight 
burlesque shows, is still present 
here, though. Rees. 








room scene late in the show with | 


Union Demands 








(Continued from page 43) 





and State, Baltimore; Fay’s and 
Carmen, Philadelphia; Paramount, 
Newark, N. J., all full weeks start- 
ing Sept. 16. The Majestic, Pater- 
son, N. J., and Colonial, Lancas- 
ter, Pa., are also set for split weeks. 
Weekend vaude will be found at 
Steel Pier, Atlantic City; Broadway, 
Pittman, N. J.; Runnemede, Runne- 
mede, N. J.; Broadway, Camden, N. 
J.; Dante and Colonial, Philadel- 
phia; Keswick, Glenside, Pa,; Egyp- 
tian, Bala, Pa. plus occasional full 
weeks at the State, Easton, Pa. and 
State, Harrisburg, Pa. Latter two 
play unit shows one week out of 
each month. 


Besides the State, Hartford, the 
Dows will have the Capitol, Wheel- 
ing, and Palace, Stamford, again 
this year. They contemplate taking 
over four more houses, two in New 
York. Will remain unnamed until 
set. 


Arthur Fisher has the Community, 
Hershey, Pa.; Freeport, Freeport, 
L. 1.; Huntington, Huntington, L. I; 
Gaiety, Boston, and Jamaica, Ja- 
maica, L. IL, all on half-week basis. 
Also states he has six weeks more 
in the making, but is not ready for 


announcement until theatres work 
out film buys, etc. 
In addition, the William Morris 


office reports vaude due back at the 
Palace, Ft. Wayne, Ind., on Sept. 4. 
Other three houses booked by Mor- 
ris last year, and likely to resume, 
are the Circle, Indianapolis; Pal- 
ace, Youngstown, and Palace, Ak- 
ron. All operate with four days of 
flesh. 

T. D. Kemp's Paramount time in 
the south is again open to travel- 
ing units and some band shows, 4s 
is the Gus Sun time in the south and 
midwest. 


Others around New York which 


and add little ad libbed bits here | Will probably resume are the Bronx 
and there that keep payees giggling. | Opera House, and the Folly, Brook- 
Flesh section has Barbara Doane, lyn, both splits. 
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NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (9) 
Ozzie Nelson Orr 
Harriet Hilliard 

Frank Paris 
Johnnie Davis 
2) 
Ben Bernie Ore 
Betty Bruce 
Art Frank 
Harris & Shore 
Sara Ann McCabe 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (9) 
Larry Clinton Ore 
‘Betty Bruce 
Art Frank 


(2) 

Chester Morris 
Rufe Davis 
Ethel Merman 
Pansy the Horse 
$3 Samuels & Hayes 

Fox ( 
Lee & Lathrop Bros 
Al Bernie 





Connie Boswell 
Irene Vermillion 
9 


(2) 
Mal Hallett Ore 
Dario & Diane 
Bob Bromley 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (9) 
Schnickelfritz Ore 
ZaSu Pitts 
3 Samuels & Hayes 
4 Vespers 
(2) 
Tony Martin Ore 
Britt Wood 
Sylvia & Clemence 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (9) 
Chester Morris 
Vie Hyde 
Marie & Floria 
Sinclair 2 
Melissa Mason 
” 


(2) 
Phil Harris Ore 
Peppino & Camille 
Wences 





Independent 





NEW YORK CITY 


Roxy (9) 
Minnevitch Co 
Ray Sachs 


Nadine Gae 
H’wood Majorettes 


Gae Foster Gls 
Paul Ash Ore 
ATLANTIC CITY 
Steel Pier (9) 
Hugh Herbert 
Sibyl Bowan 
Cass Daley 
Muriel Page 
Clyde Hager 
Frank Paris 
Floyd Christy 
Joyce Bros & D 
Walter Long 
Watson & Bailey 
Abbott & Costello 
Ben Yost Co 
Ed Kaplan 





Hamid’s M D Pier 
(9) 


George Jessel 
Harry Rose 
Fifi D’Orsay 
Smith, 
Gae Foster Gls 
CHICAGO 
Stratford (160-12) 
B & J Severin 
Jack Pepper 
York & Tracy 
Titan 3 
Radio Ramblers 
Dixie Jitterbugs 
DAYTON 
Colonial (9) 
Puppeteers 
Chuck & Chuckles 
Nick Lucas 
Leavitt & Lockw'd 
Saul Graumann 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Lyrie (9) 
Jan Garber Ore 


Rogers & E 








Boulevard Tavern 
(Elmhurst, L. 1.) 


Helen Wehrle 
Antoine & DuBarry 
Patsy King 

Lucille Rich 

Dave Fox 

Thelma Nevins 
Cameron Crosby 
Jan Fredrics Orc 


Cafe Afrique 
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Alberta Pryme 
Marie Pollard 
Margaret Hall 
Casa Manana 
Ted Lewis Ore 
Patricia Ellis 
James Barton 
Al Siegel 
Cardini 
Al Trahan 
Tip, Tap & Toe 
Robert Wildhack 
Harry Armstrong 
Shelton Brooks 
Ben Yost Co 
Claremont Inn 


Ron Perry Ore 


Club 18 
Pat Harrington 
Ann Rush 


Frankie Hyers 
Irene Mauseth 
Willie Grogan 
Beale St Boys 
G Andrews Ore 
Corso’s 


Vincent Padula Ore 
Ernest Kramer Orc 
Dizzy Club 
Elder Johnson 
Charlie Linton 
Jackie Thomas 
Kathryn Merz 
El Chico: 

Don Alberto Ore 
Asuncion Granados 
Joyit & Maravilla 
Dorita & Valero 
Francisco Ramos 

Famous Door 
Count Basie Ore 
Helen Humes 
Jerry Kruger 
Jeri Withee 
James Rushing 





Henry Busse Orc 
Baptie & Lamb 
Erie Walt 
Roberts & Farley 
Bobby Duffy 
May Judels 
Hotel Park Central 
De Carlos & Gr'n'da 
Rogers 4 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Red Norvo Ore 
Mildred Bailey 
Hotel Piccadilly 
Adrian Rollini 3 
Hotel Pierre 
Harold Nagel Ore 
Hotel Savoy-Plaza 
Emile Petti Ore 
Hildegarde 
Hotel Shelton 
Jimmy Vincent Orc 
Hotel St. George 
(Brooklyn) 
Murray Driscoll Ore 
Hotel St. Moritz 
Ralph Gonzales Ore 
Basil Fomeen Orc 
Collette & Barry 
Yvonne Bouvier 
Hotel St. Regis 
Joe Rines Ore 
Don Marton Ore 
Ramon & Renita 
Hotel Taft 
Enoch Light Ore 
Peggy Mann 
George Hines 
Light Brigade 
Hotel Waldorf- 
Astoria 
Geo Olsen Ore 
Mischa Borr Ore 
Hotel White 
Frances Comstock 
Clifford Newdahl 


International Casino 


Sande Williams Orc 
Evelyn Chandler 
Guy Owen 

Bruce Mapes 
Dorothy Lewis 
Simpson Sis 
Nathan Walley 
Von Gassner & 
Adele Inge 


Cafe De Paree 
The Seven Parisians 
Pat Manners 
Paul McLean 
The Bissels 
Luke Peaslee 
Geo Burns 
Meta Acree 
Charlie Ament Ore 

Cafe La Maze 
Myrus 
Ben Light Orc 
Magic Hands 

Clover Club 
Stan Myers Orc 

“lub Morocco 
Jim Kerr Orc 
Gladys Bagwell 

Cocoanut Grove 


Leo Reisman Ore 
Georges & Jalna 
Envoys of Rhythm 
Hawaiian 
Paradise Club 
Searles & Lena 
Bobby Ramos 
Princess Luana 
Kay Kalaini 
Eddie Bush 3 
Andy Ione Ore 


It Cafe 
Joe Moshay 
Bob Searles 
Bill Roberts Ore 
La Conga 


E Durando Ore 


Henry Monet 
Frank Sortina Ore 


P Selznick’s Club 


Maxine Sullivan 
Rose Murphy 
Max Fidler Ore 
Billy Lankin 
Bill Brady 


Seven Seas 
Candy Candido 
Joe Frisco 
Swinging Sailors 

Somerset House 


Harry Ringland 
3 Hi Hats 
Marjorie Dee 
Topsy’s 
Lorraine Gerard 
Maxine Wingo 
Jacquelin Cherry 
Margaret Walden 
Gloria Randall 
Leona Rice 
Gil Dagenais 
Pat O'Shea 
Joy Williams 
Lenore Thome 
Armanda & Lita 
Barrett & Wright 
Benny Meroff Orc 
Trocadero 


Jose’s Cuban Bd 
Maressa 
Bob Grant Orc 


V Hugo Restaurant 
Skinnay Ennis Ore 





Colleen Calhoun 


CHICAGO 


Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Hoom) 


Jules Duke Orc 
Arlene O'Day 
Betty Grey 
Santoro & Lorraine 
Maxine Marfield 
Grace McCarthy 
Blackhawk 
Bob Crosby Ore 
Marian Mann 
Jim & J Byrnes 
Loma Cooper 
Jack Gaulke Ore 
Maclovia Ruiz 
Blue Goose 
3 Loose Screws 


Edna Leonard 
Carl Scholtz Ore 


Chez Paree 


Abe Lyman Ore 

Ethel Shutta 

Harry Richman 

3 Oxford Boys 

Dolly Arden 

6 Jitterbugs 

Rose Blane 

Don Orlando Ore 

Evans Adorables 
Club Al 


Hal Barber 





|} Susan Kessler 
| Estelle Ellis 

| Nana 

| Alice Logan 


Joe Vera 
Hickory Inn 
4 Top Hats 
The New Yorkers 
Hi Hat 
Joe Lewis 
Terry Lawlor 
Pal-Mar Gls 
Jeanne Walker 
Sid Lang Orc 
Hippodrome 
Flo Whitman Rev 
Jerry Marks Ore 
Sherone 
Nyra Lou 
Dee Adrian 
Muriel Joseph 
Genevieve Val 
Ivanhoe 
Helen Sumners 
Helen Irwin 
4 Hawaiians 
Earl Hoffman Ore 
L’ Aiglon 
Mary W_ Kilpatrick 
George Bay Bd 
Ennio Bolognini Or 
Hotel La Salle 
(Blue Front Room) 
Richard Schreiber 
Biltmore Boys 
Dixie Frances 
Liberty Inn 
Tommy O'Neal 
Dolores Green 
Rags Gallagher 
Mickey Dunn 
Marita Ryan 
Sylvia Tucker 
Earl Wiley Oro 
McLaughline 
Enid Phillips 
Deone Page 
Sammy Barry 
Natasha 
Stan Carter 
Jules Novit Ore 
Melody Mill 
Jack Russel Ore 
Miami Club 
Beza White 
Earl Rickard 
Joe Cassidy 
Lynn Barclay 
Dorothy Johnson 
Millstone 
Ruth & B Buckl'nd 
Fay Hoberts 





Joan 
Frisco's Ore 


George 


White Sis 
B & L Cook 
Collette 
Peaches Strange 
Dolly Sterling 
Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 

Sky Rocket 
Marjorie Whitney 
Dictators 
Mathews & Shaw 
4 Kings 


B Tanks Socialites 


Stevens Hotel 


(Continental Room) 


Don Julian & 
Lois Harper 
Jackie Heller Ore 
Stockade Inn 
Charles Chaney 
Susi-Q 
Irv Dornfield 
Rosalene Gls 
Gloria Starr 
Betty Harris 
Edith Principie 
Verne Wilson Ore 
Swingland 
Joe Johnson 
Mae Diggs 
Alma Smith 
2 Rhythm Pals 
Fats Patterson 
Ted SmitfA 
Billy & Charles 
Jimmie Noone 


M 


Ray Keynolds 
Patsy Thomas 
Ilo Niles 
Herb Shriner 
Flo Poulis 
Dawn 


Three Deuces 
Tatum 
Tower tnn 

Frankie Dovie 


Art 


Inez Gonen 

Hoveler Gis 
Dancing Leonards 
J 


Winnie 


erry Lynn 
Arnold 


Eleanor Johnson 


Frank Davis Ore 


Trocadero 


Gloria Romano 
Adelle 
Terry 


St Clair 
Circle 


Ore 
Thompson's 16 Club 


Buster Hewitt 
Neal Lang 
Elaine Foster 
Arty Walker Orc 


Hotel Ambassador 
Frank Funda Orc 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 
(Book Casino) 
Bobbie Grayson Ore 

Bill Conway 
Jimmie Stevenson 
(Motor Bar) 
Californians 
Lawrence LaPrise 


Eastwood Gardens 
Will Osborne Ore 
Janice Todd 
Graystone Gardens 
Ray Gorrell Ore 
Peggy McColl 
Hotel Statler 
(Terrace Koum) 
Frank Gagen Ore 
Jefferson Beach 
Coyle MacKaye Ore 
Anne Moore 
Al Nalli 
Oogie Ciazzl 
Northwood Inn 
Ray Carlin Ore 
Monty Wysong 
Lafayette & LaV 
The Guardsmen 
| Oasis 
Jimmy Fitzgerald 





Renault Tavern 
Watson Sis 
Bobbie Tremaine 
Lee Bartell 
Stuff & Stuffing 
Eddie Thomas 
Jon Arthur Ore 


DETROIT 


Hal Boorn Ore 
Plantation Club 
Cecil Lee Ore 
Dot Solters 
Lithia Hill 
June Harris 
Dewey Brown 
Tandelayo & Lopes 
Powatan 
Paul Neighbor Ore 
B & F Gilbert 
Frances McCoy 
Bennett Dancers 
Adorables 6 
Saks 
Les Arquette Ore 
Ralph Fisher 
Chet Campbell 
To-Jo Farms 
Phil Burnone Ore 
Walled Lake Casine 
Ray Herbeck Ore 
Webster Hall 
(Cocktail Gril)) 
Henry Theis Ore 
Gene Cox 
crwin Klocka 
Kaye 
Wonder Bar 
Dorothy Berlin 





| 
Marilyn Brattain 
| Club Mayfair 
| Lewis Bonick Ore 
| Ed Richard 
| Roberta Jonay 
Gis 9 

Cocoanut Grove 


| Billy Lossez Ore 

| Gis 8 

| Hylton Sis (3) 

j Ted Meza 

|} Al Clark 

| Robberts & White 
Sonia & Margo 

| Congo 

| Eddie Deas Oro 


| hose Chapman 


| 
| BOSTON 


Al Vierra Orc 


Hotel Essex 
(French Casino) 
Duane Marshall Ore 

Billy Kelly 

Jack Manning 

Marie Barton 

Curtis (2) 

Celia Stanton 
Hotel imperial 

Cliff Jarvis Ore 

Hotel Ritz-Cariton 

Vincent Lopez Ore 
Hotel Statler 
(Terrace Room) 

Dick Abbott Ore 
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MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 





Viola Philo, Jan Peerce, 
Healey, Paut Haakon, 


Rockettes, Ballet, M. H. Symphony 


with Erno Rapee conducting; ‘You! yan Silverman, youthful tapper, and 


Can’t Take It With You’ (Col), re- 
viewed in VARIETY this issue. 





A tight, 
and ! 
held down as to running time, goes 


thoroughly entertaining 


with the overlong feature, “You Can't | program, nor is any given a buildup. 
Take It With You’ (Col). The pic- | Bowes is mentioned only once as off- 


ture runs 126 minutes, making turn- 
over difficult in spite of the fact the 


smartly produced stage show, | 


Eunice | 
Glee Club,} 


| near 


presentation is kept down to 27 mins., | 


including a brief orchestral opening. 
Additionally there is the newsreel 
and organ interlude. 

One of the beauties of this week’s 
stage portion, produced by Leon 
Leonidoff, is that it’s short and, in 
addition to being colorful, is fast all 
the way. 


Show is labeled ‘Merry Widow 
Melodies.’ No effort is made to re- 
produce actual scenes from_ the 


Franz Lehar operetta, with Leonidoff 
providing backgrounds of his own, 
which, however, are satisfactory. 
Strung across the stage in a 
straight line, the Music Hall Glee 
Club, featuring one of its members, 
as an old man, whose performance 
suffers from poor diction, opens In 
front of an attractive drop. Another | 
drop takes its place to background 
the tap waltz specialty by Eunice 
Healey. the Glee Club also remain- 
ing for this. The Rockettes have an 
excellent routine, being costumed 
smartly in vivid red and biack lace 


outfits. Costuming throughout, de- | 
signed by Willa Van and Marco | 
Montedoro, with execution by H. | 


Rogge, is highly effective and cred- 
itable. 

Love song, done well by the Hall 
regulars, Viola Philo and Jan Peerce, | 
sandwiches the opening and the} 
finale, ‘In Marsovia.’ Closing set is 
brilliantly gaudy and serves as the | 
locale for Paul Haakon’s flashy dance | 
of Russian flavor with four ballet 
girls as well as for additional singing 
and the big dance number by the 
Rockettes-ballet corps combination. 
Seventy girls do the ‘Merry Widow 
Waltz.’ obtaining pretty effects with 
ostrich fans and lending pretentious- | 
ness plus glamour. In the finale, Miss | 
Philo leads the choral ensemble in | 
*Vilia.’ 

Business opening night at the peak 
hour of 9 capacity. Char. 





EARLE, WASH. 


Washington, Sept. 4. | 

Peppino & Camille, Ruth Robin,| 
Wences, Phil Harris Orch; ‘Four’s a 
Crowd’ (WB). 





House is presenting one of the) 
smartest, streamlined little revues to| 
play local boards in months. Phil| 
Harris band, across full backstage, 
opens with ‘You Do Something to 
Me’ and ‘Hindustan,’ Harris m.c.’ing | 
dominating show at. start with! 
smooth patter, which is never forced. | 
Peppino and Camille on for waltz, | 
rhumba and swing ballroom to bring | 
down house without apparently! 
working too hard. Ruth Robin fol- | 
lows to keep ’em on the edges of} 
their chairs with ‘Music, Maestro, 
‘Sweet Leilani’ and a sock duet ar- 
rangement of ‘How's About It?’ with 
Harris. | 

Band takes it back for smash spe- 
cialty, ‘The Two Old Vets,’ ae 

| 





tizing ‘Dixie’ and ‘Yankee Doodle.’ 
Wences on for smooth ventriloquism, 
using small dummy and his fist for 
its head, and closes strong with com- | 
bo juggling and ventriloquist bit.! 
Harris takes over again to warble 
‘Devil and Deep Blue Sea’ and gets 
over big with ‘Nobody.’ Harris band 
encores with ‘That’s What I Like 
About the South’ and Harris 
Miss Robin team again to ring down 
curtain to thunderous applause with 
trick lyrics to ‘Thank You for a 


Lovely Evening.’ Biz passable. Craig | 





LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Sept. 4. 

Major Bowes’ Revue, with Ted 
Mack, Van Zant Sisters, 
Bros., Concert Serenaders (4), Viv 
ian La Mance, Larry Eisler, Straw- 
berry Russell, Neva Ames, Hyde 
Parkers, Stosh, Herman Silverman 
‘Boy Meets Girl’ (WB). 








House orchestra is moved on 
stage for week, with Ted Mack wav- 
ing the stick and introducing the 
tyros, doing-a smooth job. Only one 
act has a pro touch. Strawberry 
Russell, Negro, being standout with 
slow delivery of gags, and playing 
of ‘Roses of Picardy’ on his 
string, home-made fiddle. 
ishes with a shuffle dance. 

Stosh, given feature billing among 
the amateurs, has a false tenor and 
baritone, which he strains to squeeze 


out ‘O, Ma-ma,’ ‘Gold Mine’ and 
number with quartet. The Concert 
Serenaders (4) don’t measure up 


while the Hyde Parkers, four boys 
playing bass fiddle, guitar. trumpet 
and clarinet, please with their im- 
pressions of weiu-known dance or- 
chestras. 5 

Not go good with imitations is 
Larry Eisler, who muffs on Ronald 
Colman, Ben Bernie, Edward G. 
Robinson and Ned Sparks. Does 


} 


caught, 


Garber followers from way back 
even 


the novelty tunes, Bennett the croon- 


and ; 


Byram | 


| comedy 


one- | 


He fin- | Lamb, 


| 


better with Charlie McCarthy Ber- EARLE, PHILLY 
gen and Lionel Stander. Others | 
helving to fill out the 55 minutes are | 
the Van Zant Sisters, opening with | 





Philadelphia, Sept. 4. 


two accordions; Byram Bros., tap | Ethel Merman, Chester Morrts, 
dancers: Vivian La Mance, acro’ pife Davis, Three Samuels and Har- 
dencer; Neva Ames, xylophone; Her- | yiet Hayes, Pansy the Horse, Lou 

Schrader house band; ‘Give Me a 


who fills a spot of his own 
the middle of the bill with 
some clowning, then takes off with 
good clarineting of ‘St. Louis Blues 
with house orchestra. No amateur 
is tied in with the particular radio 


Mack, Sailor’ (Par). 


Combo of two film names Is pro- 
viding plenty of b.o. hypo, plus con- 
siderable entertainment. Topping 1s 
Ethel Merman, whose ‘Alexander's 
Ragtime Band’ (20th) is at the Stan- 
lev. while, in next-to-closing, 1S 
Chester Morris, whose ‘Smashing the 
Rackets’ is at the Stanton. Pair are 
spinning the wickets merrily. Rufe 

, Davis m.c ’s and in his own turn also 
clicks, 

In absence of the usual name band | 
Lou Schrader’s capable house crew 


stage label is applied to unit. 
Biz fair at last show Friday (2). 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, Sept. 4 s switched from pit to boards. 

Jan Garber Orch with Lee Ben- Greater care has been given also to 
nett, Fritz Neilbron & Patricia Nor- drops and decorations behind the 
man: Serge Flash; Jeanne Lorraine a + ll te provide neat, colorful set- 


& Rognan; ‘Speed to Burn’ (20th). 


ting 
eon ; Davis. corralled out of his regular 
Vaude at the Tower this week .yot to m.c.. is highly refreshing in 
goes musically wacky, but its all €x-| such a spot. Distinctly a get-away 


plained by the appearance of Jan 
Garber. The radio maestro is mak- 
ing his umpteeth appearance in town, 
this one six months after his last 
dance engagement at the Pla-Moor. 


from the usual smoothie act-introer, 
he’s as good as the best at bringing | 
‘em on and gets in a load of his own | 
type humor as well. Also does a 
full turn in his usual hillbilly style, 


His show is basis for his popular | twanging his guitar and nasaling | 
reception here. dizzy lyrics. 
Show is left almost solely to Gar- Opening the bill are the Three 


Samuels and Harriet Hayes, two men 
and two gais, in a tery routine. Make 
a second appearance later in fourth 
spot. Both hoof sessions stereoed, | 
particularly the later one in military 
members of the band, plus the addi- | dress, and too long. There’s also a | 
tional acts, to prevent dragging, mediocre attempt at humor by one | 
though. Garber’s m.c.’s and gives all | male getting mixed up in military 
his boys a chance, does his own spe- | Commands. oa 

cialty and gives the supporting acts Patsy the Horse, two fellows in the 


ber as the house line, the Adorables, 
takes a week’s vacation. Bill in- 
cludes only two outside acts with 
running time let out to 60 minutes. | 
There’s sufficient variety supplied by 


ae a -¢ | skin, who work ‘tard, get good re- | 
plenty of plugging. Leader shows | S*10, V , “lag took 
showmanship and strikes at infor- | Sults, although the act and its imi- 


tations are starting io wear by now. 


mality with novelty band numbers, 
: sii’ Davis next comes along in his turn, | 


near slapstick comedy from pianist 


? ; | clicking solidly all the way. He fin- 
and general kidding throughout. one ee, Ce: thet 
eR: ; | ishes off by introing Morris. 
Patricia Norman, featured, disports Morris has pleasing personality, | 


herself before the mike with swing 
songs, mountain music, torching, 
novelty tunes and sweet stuff. Has 


not quite so good in the flesh as in | 
films, but at show caught he had a | 
plengy big following. Turn is a dis- | 
the looks and shows herself in a very | tinctly unusual p.a., and its merits lie 
becoming gown. Her two scheduled | jn that more than in actual enter- 
songs became four before the cus-| tainment value of his performance | 
tomers would let her off when | itself, which is sometimes slightly | 
dubios. 
He gets under way by espousing 
his ‘new idea’—that stars visit the | 
homes oi fans, instead of fans com- | 
ing to theatres. Then he goes into | 
his idea of Chester Mcrris visiting | 
though he was out with his | the Jones family some night. Good 
own band for a spell. Neilbron takes | ™Onologue. Follows with a story of | 
| a mysterious box sent him by a Chi- 
nese as a gift. Uses this as the take- | 
| off for about five minutes of magic, 
consisting mainly of yanking silk | 
. scarfs from the empty box. Encores | 
couple of rubber balls and flock of | by producing a bouquet out of the | 
juggling sticks. He’s above par in| gir for the band leader. Very strong | 
his bouncing antics and works his | applause. 
routine to the proper climax, also Miss Merman, in long white dress, 
ringing in the audience to toss a few | white cape and white flowers in her 
with him. Lorraine and Rognan | hair, looks swell, a surprising im- | 
burlesque a ballroom routine, some- | provement over her phiz in ‘Alex.’ | 
thing which has been done a great | Chirping, however, suffers from 
deal here lately, but mix in enough | tendency to stand too far from the 


| 
| 


Male vocaling is handled by Lee 
Bennett and Fritz Neilbron. Bennett 
is back with the outfit after a long 
illness and absence; he’s familiar to 


| 
ing. 

Serge Flash has worked out an in- 
tricate, intriguing, routine with a 


comedy to stand out over the gen-| mike. Tones veer slightly to the | 
eral run of this type of acts. | nasal side and as the p.a. system 
Biz good. Bill opened Thursday | 8'ves, them depth, Miss Merman 


(1) in place of usual Friday starter. | WOuld be wise to take all possible | 
Quin. | advantage of this. Also errs in run- | 

| ning off instead of walking with dig- | 

| nitv into the wings. Her running is | 
| so hobbly-leggged it’s almost funny. | 
| Nevertheless the turn is socko. Does | 
‘Pocket Full of Grief,’ ‘With You on | 
| 


STATE, HARTFORD 


Hartford, Sept. 4. 





Mv Mind’ and medley of tunes she is 


Occle Nelsen Geek with Harriet} paid to have introed. Herb. | 
eon Fe Bg se Edna Janis, | | 
are Ballero, Gi amb & Tomm 
Sanford, Raleigh & Verna Pickert,| APOLLO, N. Y. 

Sam Kaplan house orch; ‘Romance | -_ 
of the Limberlost’ (Mono). | House line (14), Jimmie Baskette, | 
—aeeenaent | Baby Hines, Stump and Stumpie, | 


Unable to draw with straight va- 
riety bills, the State this year is con- 
tinuing its policy of last year, pre- 


Pigmeat, Four La Vernes, Annabelle | 
Wilson. Erskine Hawkins Orch. with 
Merle Turner, Jimmy Mitchell, Avery 





senting name bands and radio and. Parish; ‘Dark Sands’ (Pic). 
screen stars. Also continuing its 
policy of 90-minute shows. All for This week it’s Erskine Hawkins; 


a 40c top. next it’ll be Jimmie Lunceford’s or- 
Featuring Ozzie Nelson's orchestra| Chestra jivin’ away at Harlem’s | 
with Harriet Hilliard, house has qa Apollo. For Hawkins, who's a name | 
strong show, with both splitting the @round the dancehall spots as a fave 
hand patter with the balance of the Of the jitterbugs, the Apollo is some- 
acts. Miss Hilliard, despite a bad! What of a step-up, inasmuch as he's 
cold, warbles effectively. | leading off the fall season for colered 
| Nelson's band opens strong with "ame bands at the Harlem theatre. 
| ‘Alexander's Ragtime Band, then The Apollo is presenting Haw- | 
jumps into a swing version of ‘Old Kins rather conservatively; nothing 
Gray Bonnet.’ Evelyn Poe, a looker,| Much in the way of production to 
has lots of what it takes, singing help. However, the dapper band- | 
‘Rhythm Man,’ ‘A-Tisket, A-Tasket’, leader manages to offset that with | 
and ‘Love Bug.’ | an innate color all his own, his blar- | 
Edna _ Janis, interpretative tap '!™¢ trumpet peckin’ away for an ex- 
dancer, follows and is brought back cellent climax to the band’s end of 
| for an encore. Several members of} the show. 
'the band indulge in some goofy| Hawkins, however, 
while Nelson vocalizes an Of his boys a chance to disport 
original number on the trials and! themselves without attempting to 
tribulations of a band leader. hog the spotlight. There’s Jimmy 
Marc Ballero, impersonator, fol- Mitchell, who quits the bandstand 
lows next. Clicks with his imper-| for a smart vocal, and pianist Avery 
sonations, all excellently done. Gil! Parish really gets hot and clicks 
dour-faced comedian and, With ‘Three Little Words’ and ‘I Got 
dance flash, and Tommy Sanford, Rhythm.’ Merle Turner gets by with 
harmonica player, are winners, too,| a ‘Cheri’ vocal. 
as are Raleigh and Verna Pickert,, There are 14 in the band, 





gives several 


includ- | 


| who do a novelty big apple on stilts.| ing Hawkins, four saxes, three trom- 


| off after ‘Music, Maestro, Please’ and 


Miss Hilliard duos with her hubby | bones, three trumpets, guitar, drum, 
(Nelson) in ‘Don’t You Remember?”?’) piano, and bass violin. Band’s good 
and then goes into ‘Kid in the Three-| enough for this spot, but will have 
Cornered Pants,’ which was written) to temper its brass for the ofays. | 
for their 22-month-old son. She bows! Opens with ‘Swinging in Harlem,’ | 
‘What Goes on Here’ and the swings 
Rachmaninoff’s ‘Prelude in C Sharp 
Minor,’ the latter being all to the | 
good. Another stumbling block is 
the band’s mode of dress, their civies | 
! being far too somber and out of | 


‘I Can’t Give You Anything But) 
Love,’ which she encores. 

Band finales with swing version | 
of ‘Martha.’ Biz fair at show caught} 
Friday (2). Eck. 





| siderable 


| lem 


| skating 


| their physical 


keeping with their swing personal- 
| ites. 


In the rest of the show tnere’s con- 
variety, paced by the 
ubiquitous Stump and Stumpie, mad- 
cap tapping youngsters formerly with 


Cab Calloway at the Cotton Club. | 
Pair disport themselves gleefully 
and with aplomb, particularly in 


their solo taps, but they even give 
out with vocals that, while not show- 
ing particularly good voices, indi- 
cate they know how to reach an 
audience with them. ; 
Then. too, there’s Baby Hines, 
who's built along generous propor- 
tions. and who vocal’s ‘Drifting Tide’ 
and then returns later to parody 
‘The Laziest Gal in Town,’ good. 
Jimmie Baskette is in a sketch with 
Annabelie Wilson, from the line; 
Stumpie and Pigmeat, old faves here 
and from burlesque. Latter type 
acts still get over here. 
Opening number, in 
house line figures, is on the 
boat angle and serves to intro 
the principals, including the Four La 
Vernes, white knockabout  acros, 
three men and a femme, with the 
latter taking some _ brutal 
ment 
for here. 


which the 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeies, Sept. 2. 
Emily Hardy, Keene Twins with 


Vic & LaMar, Kenny Gardner, Rube | 


Wolf's House Orch, House Line; 


‘Spawn of the North’ (Par). 





Paramount is staging finals in jit- 
terbug swing contest that has been 
going on at the house for past sev- 


eral weeks, and opening day’s near- 


capacity turnout sat through a rip- 
snorting exhibition. Four vh 
couples from Hollywood are vieing 


| with four Negro pairs from the Har- 


of Los Angeles in the finals, 
with the audience judging the win- 
ners, aided by an applauseograph. 
Contest gives the stage unit plenty of 
punch and has the customers going 
for it in a big way. 
Emily Hardy, concert 
registers well with a 


soprano, 
couple 


‘prodigy,’ seven or eight-year-old 
girl, who warbles one number in 
Italian and another in English to tre- 
mendous returns. Youngster, who 
shows a decided resemblance to Miss 
Hardy, has great promise. 

Keene Twins with Vic and LaMar 
offer fast acrobatic hoofing, while 
Kenny Gardner, singer, now in his 
ninth consecutive week at the Para- 
mount, is a winner with a new rep- 
ertoire. 

Fanchonettes are on for two rou- 
tines, first, at opening, being a pre- 
cision number in which the femmes 
manipulate batons and then _ toy 
drums. For finale they do a roller- 
routine that shows 
training and careful direction. 
Wolf m.c.’s 
orchestra, 


and conducts the house 
Edwa., 


Roxy, Salt Lake City 


Salt Lake City, Sept. 6. 
Jan Rubini, Large & Morgner, The 
Four Steppers, Barbara’s Pome- 
ranians, Frances & Wally, Orch 
(9); ‘Anything for a Thrill’ (Conn.) 
and ‘This Marriage Business’ 
(RKO), 


Pot pourri of acts, well-paced and 
effectively staged, headed by Jan 
Rubini, violinist. Rubini, not new 
to vaude patrons locally, is at ease 
while batoning nine-piece band of 
local cleffers, introing several acts, 
and displays acute showmanship 
during his solo fingering. 

Increasing the personnel of the 
house stand-by band from six to 
nine enables Rubini to present sev- 
eral well-received musical stints. 
Show opens with band playing ex- 
cerpts from ‘Faust,’ alternating from 
serious style to swing arrange- 
ments. 

Fred Wally, of the mixed team, 
Frances and Wally, m.c.’s in a wacky 
style, relying on gag falls and hoke 
instrumentations to mete out laughs. 
Four pomeranians strut their well- 


rehearsed lessons at the command 
of their singing-dancing mistress, 


Barbara. Gets by for No. 1 spot. 
Surprise is tapology of four mop- 
pets, whose efforts rate plenty of 
palm-patting. Act built around two 
boys and two girls, dressed effec- 
tively, and hard workers. The Four 
Steppers will bear watching as e 
is talented enough to sew up d 
on any Class B and 
houses. 

Wally and Frances. comedians, on 
next. Femme’s forte borders on 
screwball handling of 
themes. As a foil for her partner, 
handles her cues o.k. Her costume 
is a hindrance when dancing and 
taking tumbles. Rubini pitches 
extraordinarly, devoting more than 
nve minutes to a spirited rendition 
of a medley of old Irish songs. 
Stage lighted artistically in a me- 
lange of greens, lending Erin at- 
mosphere. Rating several calls, his 
encore is ‘I Hear You Calling,’ ac- 
companied by the stage band. 


in some top 


Dramatic ending provided by 
Large and Morgner, monopedic 
gymnasts. Act receives tremendous | 


applause for its uniqueness and the 
one-legged strongmen overshadow 
: deformities by per- 
forming seemingly impossible body 
lifts and hand balancing. Guss. 





operatic | 





ee 


LOEW’S STATE, N. Y, 


Ed Sullivan, Robbins Family (3) 
Marjorie Gainsworth, Stan Kava. 
nagh, Harvest Moon Ball Winners 
Ruby Zwerling house orch.; ‘Love 
Finds Andy Hardy’ (M-G). 


Loew’s State’s annual b.o. mopper. 
uppers (by virtue of a tie-in with the 
N. Y. News), the Harvest Moon Ball 
winners are current this week, Ed 
Sullivan, who. shifted from the 
Broadway to Hollywood beat for the 
News a year ago, came east espe- 
cially to m.c. the ball at Madison 
Square Garden Wednesday night 
(31), and opened with the winners 
the following day (1) at the State. 


| Show is tentatively set to stick here 


show- | 
all | 


punish- | 
Act, while fair enough, is not | 





| grosses is 


two weeks, with the screen fair 
switching to ‘The Crowd Roars’ 
(M-G) for the second canto. On the 
way back west, Sullivan will stop 
off for a p.a. in Chicago. 

In sharp contrast with recent 
weeks, the State’s gross for these 
seven days will go well above 


$30,000. Last week the house didn’t 
hit $15,000 and went into the red, 
Numerous friends and relatives of 
the five winning combos, plus, natu- 
rally, the horde of swing and shag 
fans, are a tremendous help in boost- 
ing the take. State is grinding six 
shows daily to accommodate the 
mob. 

As sharp a contrast as the State’s 
the comparison of. this 


year’s winners with those of ’37, 


|Current crop is quite ordinary, not 


white | 





of | 
Italian arias, and then introduces a| 


expert | 
Rube | 





| 
| 





} 


one of the teams showing anything 
really unusual in the tango, rhumba, 
shag, waltz and lindy hop routines. 
The Harvest Moon Ball contestants 
must have been an especially poor 
lot for these to have copped the first 
prizes. On the hoof and in appear- 
ance, none of the winners rates a 
professional break. All - around 
champ team, Sylvia Teitelman and 
Walter Bourie, are getting $750 for 


their waltzing at the State. Other 
teams are getting $250 each. They 
are: 


Lillian Warga and Luciano De Lu- 
cia, tango; Mildred Pollard and Al- 
bert Minns, lindy hop; Grace Mur- 
ray and Nick Haas, collegiate shag; 
Anthony Yacovino and Rose Kuhn, 
rhumba. In addition, there are the 
second and third-prize winning lindy 
hoppers, colored. They’re each get- 
ting $100 for this date and evidently 
spotted in as an audience enthusi- 
asm-hypo for the particularly medi- 
ocre crop of winners. 

Entire layout is running only 50 
minutes to allow for the six-show 
grind, with the result that the out- 
side-booked acts are held down to 
three, besides Sullivan. On top of 
the introes, Sullivan is also doing his 
now familiar newsreel of filmites, 
old and young. His present reel is 
a new assortment, and all right, as 
is his spieling. Also, he’s going in 
for guest stars; Bill Robinson showed 
up at this catching (1) and, after do- 
ing a brief routine, found it plenty 
tough to get oif. 

Opener is the Robbins Family, two 


| boys and a girl, in hoofing-acrobatics, 


Smooth, punchy stunters, their hoof- 
ing is good enough to make their 
actual forte a surprise when it comes. 
They start the audience applauding 
and the response hits successive 
crescendos with Marjorie Gains- 
worth, sock soprano, and Stan Kava- 
nagh, juggler. Miss Gainsworth 
runs the gamut of vocals, nursery 
rhymes, pops and operatics and the 
customers demanded a couple of en- 
cores. She could enhance her ap- 
pearance, however, with a gown 
that’s more trim than the organdy 
affair she wears. Another handicap 
and also easily fixed is the blasting 
effect she’s getting from the p.a. SyS- 
tem in a couple of her songs. 


Kavanagh has added _ several 
tricks to his ball and Indian club 
juggling. He’s one of the tops in 


his line, with plenty of panto com- 
edy to the tricks. 

As usual with all columnists-pre- 
sided shows here, the layout Is In a 
nitery setting, with Ruby Zwerling’s 
pit orchestra encamped on the stage. 
The musicians’ pans are becoming 
so well known because of the parade 
of columnists, the kids will soon be 
asking for their autographs as they 
aange around the 46th street stage- 
oor. 


The State was forced to ante up 


an extra $250 currently by the New 


ach | York News for the Harvest Moon 
ates | winners. 


Extra coin went to the all- 
around champ team, which got $500 
last year. Individual dance winners, 
fox-trot, rhumba, shag, lindy-hop 
and tango each got same as they did 
in ’37. Sullivan is drawing down 
$2,500 weekly for the probable two- 
week m.c, stint. 

The personal at the State is actu- 
ally the major prize offered by the 
News every year for the Harvest 
Moon winners, with the State paying 
off. This year, the tab wanted to 


| make it more lucrative for the con- 


testants, hence the salary boost for 
the champs. 

As a means of upping the gross, 
the State boosted its early-bird mati- 
nee scale (25c) one hous earlier the 
first three days of this week, Thurs- 
day, Friday and Saturday. Admish 
of 25c prevails only till noon, when 


the scale goes to 35c till evening 
when the 55c-75c tap is in effect. 
Scho 


, (Oe el 
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STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 4. 
Tony Martin Orch (10) with Lola 
Jensen, Beau Lee, Sylvia & Clem- 
ence, Britt Wood; ‘Four’s a Crowd’ 


(WB). 





Show’s all Tony Martin and stands 
or falls with him. Currently it 
stands because Hollywood lad de- 
livers. While no bona fide socko in 
the flesh, palpitating femmes virtual- 
ly make him that here. Put a name- 
less batoneer in front of the medi- 
ocre 10-piece band Martin batons, 
keep the supporting bill intact, and 
the ushers would need alarm clocks 
to get the customers out. 

Martin has a nice, easy manner 
that comes across the 
much better than it does in cellu- 
loid; he lofts his ballads out at ’em 
with loads of the old s.a. and the 
dames cry for it. 


fartin’s stick is only for looks; he} \ 
Martin s | medley, followed by ‘Butcher Boy, 


has another fellow in the crew di- 


recting when the acts are strutting. | 


Gives the impression anyway that 


he knows something about batoning | 
even though his vocalizing and m.c.- | 


ing would be sufficient. Handles him- 
self expertly in both departments. 


Martin’s carrying a femme vocal-} 
Par | 


ist, cute-looking Lola Jensen, 
stock actress, who makes up in de- 
livery what she lacks in pipes. Make- 
up and garb bad at opening appear- 
ance but when she returns for the 
finale in long skirt for bit of hulaing, 
she’s really a looker, hidden earlier 
behind shadowy facial applications 
and a short dress. Sings three num- 


‘A-Tisket A-Tasket.’ A few 
ments also allotted to the drummer, 
Beau Lee, for some comedy song im- 
pressions. Not too good, however, 
his imitations being in need of plenty 
of polish. 

Only two outside turns on the bill. 
First is femme knockabout dance 
team of Sylvia and Clemence, fairly 
cute, who will have a pretty com- 
pact routine once it’s scissored. They 
wear out the welcome they earn with 
their early stuff. Some of their ma- 
terial is in slightly bad taste, but 
never too emphatic, although con- 
stant repetition grows more tiresome 
than unsavory. Next-to-closing is 
vet harmonica player, Britt Wood, 
interspersing the mouth-organ trick- 
ery with his usual supply of corny 
cracker-barrel stories. Wood's still 
a satisfactory filler but he’s being 
passed by in the growing parade of 
younger harmonica whizzes. 

For his finale Martin goes into a 
South Seas semi-production, preced- 
ing this with a_ nicely-developed 
medley, tracing his film career via | 
snatches of songs he’s done on the 
air and the screen. 

Dave Broudy’s orchestra in the pit | 
for an abbreviated overture on ac-| 
count of length of bill. Biz terrific. | 
Cohen. | 

| 
| 


Embassy Newsreel, N. Y. 


Newsreels are offering aid to other 
forms of advertising, which are be- 
ing employed in the present better- 
business drive of the film industry. 
Inaugurating this newsreel activity, 
Pathe offers RKO’s Ned Depinet in 
a precise, dignified closeup of the 
purposes of the campaign, ‘Motion 
Pictures Are Your Best Entertain- 
ment.’ 


Fred Astaire, Norma Shearer, for- 
mer New York Mayor James 
Walker, and Ed Sullivan, Hollywood 
columnist, are a few of those 
glimpsed in Movietone’s entertaining 
clip on the Harvest Moon Ball, staged 
by the New York Daily News. 

Juvenile boxers provide some 
laughs. Lew Lehr talks back at a 
leopard cub for a hearty midriff 
tickle, and up-to-date domestic and 
foreign flashes cover a wide and in- 
teresting range. 

Paramount gives you some of the 
principals in the James Hines trial, 
but not Hines himself. Stark hor- 
rors of the Jap air bombing of Han- 
kow are by Pathe and Par. Movie- 
tone has the inside on German stuff, 
providing clear-cut shots of Hitler's 
tete-a-tete with Admiral Horthy, at 
Kiel, while the German navy steams 
past. Also, King Leopold, of Bel- 
gium, reviewing his troops. All of 
which are intended to bring home 
the proximity of another war. 

From San Pedro, Metrotone re- 
calis the Panav bombing as Lt. An- 
ders, hero of that incident. is shown 
being decorated in front of his U. S. | 
Navy comrades. in full dress. This 
jibes with the Hankow stuff. Movie- 
tone leads with sports material. giv- 
Ing you Patty Perg on golf, Ford- 
ham football practice, and a woman 
crack shot. 

A race by husbands to ‘put out the 
cat’ by Metrotone is funny. and lat- 
ter also has an advance-season plug 
on Miami. Universal is exceedingly 
brash in advertising a model's agency. 
California item. by Movietone, has 
the girls in California now wearing 
toe jewelry. 

Among the outdoor 
teresting is 
material by 





| 





tuff that’s in- 
salmon catching 
Universal. Paramount 


some 


Zives you a closeup of the Lind- 
berghs in Poland and offers the info 
that mavbe Col. Lindbergh is work- 
Ing secretly on a new Washington- 


to-Moscow route by wav of Alaska. 

Host of aviation stuff includes 
Maior Severcky leavine Flovd Ben- 
nett Field. N. Y.. and arriving in 
Burbank, Cal., with his new army 





footlights | 


pursuit 
Cochran 
pilot in the Bendix race for women. 
Miss Cochrane makes a pretty pic- 
— Reels of the new French flying | 
i boat, 


VARIETY HOUSE REVIEWS 


47 








plane, which Jacqueline | 
(Mrs. Floyd Odlum) will | 
| 
| 


Shan. 


HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, Sept. 4. 








Tommy Tucker Orch., Eddie White,| ulates 


The Voices Three, Amy Arnell, 
Jack Lenny & Statler Twins, Evelyn 
Wilson, Don Cummings; ‘Carefree’ 
(RKO). 

Tommy Tucker's orchestra, 
Eddie White as m.c., and 
standard 
a pleasing 45 minutes of 
Tucker, with something of a radio 
name, has assembled a workmanlike 
crew. 

Opens 


with 


nicely with well-arranged 


several | 
acts combine to knock out} 
variety. | 


| hand. 


| the orchestra, in his ‘Posin’’ 
bling. } 


| chalance 


Blake, who extracts comedy from his | 
trombone. Ease with which he hits 
high Cs win him a =e 
Next came 


the corpulent 
Buddy Welcome, 


whose comedy 


| be which recently arrived here/ chatter is drawn out, but who scores 
|from the Azores, are interesting, too. | 


emphatically, with the support of | 


Show’s first major hit, however, is 
provided by Bud Bromley with his 
unusual puppet act. Ease and non- 
with which he manip- 
his three-string 
and his ventriloquistic skill make 
Eromley stand out in any show. Al- 


| though his act ran rather long at 
| the opener, the crowd out front was 


still asking for more when he fin- 


| ished. 


Jerry Perkins, recent acquisition 
of the Hallett outfit, displays a pleas- 
ant personality and a nice tenor in 
‘A Little Dutch Kindergarten’ and 
‘I Married an Angel.’ Joe Cabanero, 
bass fiddler. has the audience with 
him from the start as he renders 
‘Nola’ and ‘O Sole Mio.’ 


War- | 


characters, | 





| 


| 


| with the Voices Three stepping down| Band’s climactic numbor is de- 
| for a vocal, assisted by Amy Arnell,| scribed by Hallett as ‘Xmas Night in 
| band’s femme chirper, and okay. Harlem,’ in which the lighting ef- 
White, back here for steenth time,| fects are particularly noteworthy. 


|is well received, taking hold with! Miss Bard solos ‘Underneath a Har- 
|}some new gags. Brings on Jack} lem Moon’ as the finale of the num- 


| Lenny and Statler Twins for legiti-| ber. Dario and Diane, given second 

mate hoofing, pleasingly sold.| billing to Hallett in the ads, didn’t 

| ‘A-Tisket’ by band next, not very apvear at the afternoon show caught. 

startling in arrangement but an} Fox orchestra registers strongly 

audience pleaser, and a good spot-| with its overture of George Gersh- 

| setter for Evelyn Wilson, whose im-| win numbers. Waters. 
femme barfly gets a 





pression of a 
bundle of laughs and a begoff. White 
| follows with good talk and a brace 
| Of comic parodies, sold to the hilt. 

| Two more numbers by band, ‘I’ve 
| Got a Guy’ and ‘Jitterbug,’ nicely 
| contrasted with clever handling of| CHANEY AND FOX (3) 
vocals by Voices Three and Miss | with Camille DeMontes 
Arnell in the first, and musicianly| nance Tsou 7 7 
treatment by the entire orchestra in| 49 wins: Full 

the second, send Tucker's outfit over} py. yp? 


: | Palace, Chicago 
strongly and precede Don Cummings d P 
: = ; S* Jays ¢ utstanding dance team 
in the closing slot. Always an outsta pees tes 


. . oid ee Re ville, is again show- 
In tails and using some effective | !” vaudeville, the act again sh 





New Acts 





chatter while skillfully manipulating | 
his ropes, Cummings is solid spot] 
and audience likes him. Finale by 
band, ‘Tiger Rag,’ off the cob and a 
bit of a letdown. Biz okay. Burm. 


times by 
fresh and bright set of routines that 
will fully satisfy. 

The acme of grace and taste, 
Chaney and Fox open with a waltz 
number that is an eye-filler, being 


| ship. 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, Sept. 4. 


Banfields, Saul Grauman & Co., 
Roscoe Ates, Cerrillo Bros., Nick 
Lucas, house line; ‘Fast Company’ 
(M-G). 


Show tries hard enough currently, 
but the audience doesn’t care. Open- 
ing and closing turns on the bill are 
the only items which save the bill’s 


face, while the other acts need 
apologies. 
Banfields, formerly known as 


Alexander Bros, and Evelyn, are now 
a two-act, doing ball-bouncing jug- 
gling. It’s an old-fashioned type of 
turn but gets by anyway. Couple 
make a fine appearance and deliver 
earnestly. A novelty that can play 
almost anywhere. 

Closing is Nick Lucas, who has 
added a couple of new songs, but 
who, basically, continues with his 
standard warbling, including the 
comedy plant who keeps requesting 
‘Side by Side.’ Old stuff but still 
solid. 

If Saul Grauman 
his act he’s 
with a unit on his hands. 


! from scratch with his musical stairs 


prop, he has embellished it with tap 
dancers, a duelling dance routine, 
a femme canary, who doubles on the 
hoofing, and himself as an over-en- 
thusiastic m.c. It shapes up as plenty 
of running around and winds up 
pretty much of a jumble. 

Roscoe Ates hasn't any act but is 





| nifty varicty 


extremely well-planned both in 
musical accompaniment and in exe- 
cution. Finish with a series of whirl- 
wind spins that is surefire. Follow- 
ing this standard stuff, the team re- 
turns with a melange of modern 
steps that fits in with the tempo of 
present-day likes. Under the label 
of ‘a dance lesson,’ it’s a neat medley 
of truckin,’ the scronotch, Susi-Q, 
tango, rhumba, shag and wind up 
with the newest, the Lambeth Walk. 
Just enough of each step to get the 
meat out of it, and then go on into 
the next bit of ‘instruction.’ It’s a 
trick and will score 
with audiences anywhere. 

In between the two dance sessions 


| there Camille DeMontes plays the 


| 
| 


piano and_ warbles. She comes 


| through with a Mexican flower song 


| that has plenty of novelty and mel- 


ody, and then winds up the number 
by tossing flowers among the audi- 
ence. She does well. 


| In all, a smart, up-to-the-minute 
| act that will make good solidly with 


| 


| 


| ful 


getting by on his comedy and stut-| 


tering. He has a tough time con- 
vincing ’em that he’s doing comedy. 


| Girl he has with him is fine, having 


excellent diction and good showman- 
However, her costumes are 
disappointing. 


There used to be three Cerrillo 
Bros., but now there are two and 
they are in need of material. They 


work hard but fail to make grade. 

Comedy attempts are pretty sad, too. 

Business fair last show Friday (2). 
Gold. 


FOX, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Sept. 4. 

Mal Hallett’s Orch with Lola Bard. 
Charlie Blake, Buddy Welcome. Bud 
Bromley, Jerry Perkins, Joe Caba- 
nero, House Orch; ‘My Lucky Star’ 
(20th). 

After a hiatus of a year and a 
half, the Fox has returned to its old 
First one, caught 


| stage-show policy 
Friday (2) was enthusiastically re- 
ceived by a good house. 

Mal Halett’s ‘double rhythm’ or- 
chestra holds the spotlight through- 
out. Suave and agreeable person- 
ality of Hallett seems to click neatly 
with Fox's more or less conservative 
clientele, although me f the 
chow’s ingredients would probably 
register more heavily with the jit- 
terbug fans of the Earle. 

Band opens the proceeding vith 
its well-known ‘Tiger Rag, whicn 
hits the ) ’s eve solidly First per- 
forme! ntroa d t Hallett 
J la Berd ry \ ce Db na 
nicely th } Bet ¢ the 
De vil ithe De ) B S , 

Next spec t that of Charlie 


any audience. Gold. 


keeps adding to} MAURICE and BETTY WHALEN 
going to find himself! Dancing, Acrobatics 
Starting 8 Mins. 


Astor Roof, N. Y. 
Maurice and Betty Whalen. youth- 


are from Minneapolis. They were at 
Leon & Eddie’s for a couple of weeks, 
but were unbilled there and are 








ae —— — —— ——__———_—3 
Nit R 

RIVIERA prohibition era, and he’s more at 

home than ever in the intimate sur- 

(FORT LEE, N. J.) | roundings of the Hi-Hat. He has a 

—_——__ tremendous following in town, and 

Eddie Garr, Gracie Barrie, Mary| the Falkenstein boys have to dust 


Orch, Vincent Pirro orch. 


on the 


| do it, is tops in his repertoire. Jimmy 


| 
| 


| which closes, Garr m. c.’s, 


| and is doing four numbers. 


| ing its ability to keep abreast of the 
coming through with a/| 





| nite club,’ the Village Barn has been 
|a consistent clicker with 


given more of a major opportunity | 


on the Astor Roof as a spot act. Team 
has a crack act, routine of which in- 
cludes a ballroom waltz and an ada- 
gio. It will do well in the east or 
elsewhere. and fits for floors as well 
as theatres. 

It is the adagio principally which 
makes the Whalens a smart little act. 
More acrobatic basically than most, 
it is distinguished by unusually fine 
form as well as by grace, plus the 
need with which it is executed. 
While Maurice Whalen, a_ rather 
smallish lad, handles his partner in 
a very competent manner, it is the 
sister whose acrobatic poses and po- 


| sitions stand out sharply. 


|raiser for the adagio. 


ahead, is prettily 
nice curtain- 
No doubt the 
Whalens were originally schooled in 
acrobatics. Char. 


The 
done 


waitz, up 
and serves as a 


VINCE and ANITA 

Dancing 

9 Mins. 

Boulevard Tavern, Elmhurst, N. ¥. 


Boy and girl team of hoofers, billed 
as ‘the fastest steppers in the world,’ 
have plenty of speed and enough 
showmanship to get by with mod- 


+ 





erate succe The r tar are fast- 
clicking but could be id more ef- 
fect a littl we Viln I re 
ur ¢ + 
eve ng ten Wir r for I 
ance, even < icrifice i me 
' 
peed, v d ha arnered he ier 
pplause t} duo click 
at factor 
, ‘ ; 
Girl doe i ) I ( hat 
per Nit a a cI ) nand 
legs in a it, and continues u 
Ys hoc + + yr ¢ 
{ ’ < 
f tine Y té ] ( ; a 
leap to fi ! ylit B ne 
14. ? 
tg < if U 4 = 
tempo 
+ ¢ } 
Both f ait 
- + + f er Gilh. 


off the SRO s 

Spot has increased its seating 
re capacity to 300. Other than Lewis, 
this northside eatery has little to 
recommend it 

The line, five Pal-Mar girls, open 
with a Park avenue fantasy. Gals, 
all lookers, have been together for 
about four years and, have a large 


Raye and Naldi, Enric Madriguera gn early, 





Ben Marden’s cliff-top rendezvous 
Hudson, changing shows 
every two weeks until closing, plans 
to end its season Oct 19. It got an 
unfortunate start this summer with 
a rainy July and, toward the end of 


‘ 


Ss "K ' ° tines ; 47 x L1We 
August, ran into cool weather. hie A of routines and work well 

: ogether. 

Current show is a bit less preten- Jeane Walker, tapstress, is okay 
tious and less costly than others in! jn the deuce Could use better 
front of it Eddie Garr, mimic, WhO | ¢hoice of music though. Terry 
isn’t performing as effectively here’) J awler throaty wingstress zzles 
as he has on other occasions, and latest pops well and with deep 
Gracie Barrie, singer, are heading | fervor 
the small lineup. It may be that Lew follows with a parody on 
Garr appears to better advantage in | yj Lawler’s rendition of *Weekend 


theatres. being at closer range tO| of Private Secretarv. Some of his 
many of his customers here. Most) others include ‘Lady Is a Tramp’ 
of his chatter is satisfactory, and im- | and ‘Who Are the Brothers Ash- 
personations stand up satisfactorily, | kenazi?’ all socko. Also has a grand 


though not so socko as he has made | takeoff on contemporary nitery stars 
them on prior occasions. His fight | in ‘Genius.’ He makes his getoff with 
announcement, as Roy Atwell would | his old standby, ‘Sem, you made the 
pents too long.’ 
Pal-Mar girls close with a mixture, 
acrobatics, tans and strut in a 
jockey routine. Sid Lange’s orches- 
tra has been at the spot for some 
bringing | time. Six-piece combo pleases for 
on Miss Barrie first. Song stylist, is | dansapation and show, Loop. 
attractive, modest type, who per- . 


forms without any exaggerated flash, 
Routine Hotel Walton Roof 
(PHILLY) 


Durante also very good, but W. C. 
Fields, with the same nose as for of 
Durante, is of lesser importance. 

In addition to his regular stint, 


is varied and includes ‘A-Tisket-A- 
Tasket,’ ‘You Go to My Head,’ ‘Alex- 
ander,’ and ‘Weekend of Private Sec- 
retary.’ Miss Barrie is doing a not- 


Philadelphia, Sept. 2. 


. : | Jeno Donath Orch, Vincent Rizzo 
espe” ‘ spe cae ; 22 
so-effective arrangement of ‘Alex Orch, Violet Love, Crawford & Cas- 


ander.’ which in its new swing form, | j:o4 ’ Paul Rosini. Gil Lamb with 
aoe -anar ° ‘ » : >| md , a . a , { 
as prepared for ‘Ragtime Band /Tommy Sanford, Jimmy Blake, Ross 


(20th), couldn’t easily be improved | 
upon, if at all. 
Mary Raye and Naldi, exotic danc- 
ers, who have come up fast and last 
week played Loew’s State on Broad- | 
ray, have been brought back. They’re | 
a very smooth, ultra modern team, | 


McLean, line (6). 


Heaviest nitery bill in Philadel- 
phia, particularly during the current 
mercury spree, show here runs above 
an hour and 40 minutes but keeps 
full steam ahead nearly all the way. 


| fits carry soloists. 


with rich performance and poise in-| _ Innovation here is the overture 
cluding them with the topnotchers. | Joe Lynch regularly provides before 

Enric Madriguera’s band  con- | each show, played by 19-piece or- 
tinued with its smooth dansapation, | — batoned by Jeno Donath, 
relieved by Vincent Pirro, with his | eng tangy trae Poy pet ly cae 

° ° S ¢ € 

accordian and orchestra. a mg of Donath’s own 11-piece hoof-music 

. combo; Vincent Rizzo’s four-man 
rhumba band, which alternates with 
Donath’s outfit in the main room; 
Paul Neff’s three-piece squad, ree 
cruited from the cocktail room and 
Agnes Tolle, who regularly harps the 
lull music. Overture, when caught, 
was pleasantly light arrangement of 
Viennese walizes. 

M.c. is Ross McLean, no Apollo, 
but clear and straight with his in- 
troes and baritoning. Does ‘Stout 
Hearted Men,’ ‘I Love You Truly,’ 
‘Song in the Air’ and encores ‘Ali 
a canny) Ali’, ‘When Irish Eyes are Smiling’ 
variety show to a bargain scale, The | and ‘Home on the Range.’ Franklyn 
constant radio plugging by its sun-| Crawford and Joe Caskey, terp duo 
dry bands has been another factor,! follow. Pair are both nifty lookers, 
the management disbursing $164, at) femme particularly striking. Offer 
the rate of $3 a man, for its multiple) usual hoofology, with a touch of 
broadcasts over WOR and the Mu-) adagio, in smooth, graceful style, and 
tual network. | then two swell novelties. First is a 

Show is brightly paced by Walter Ginger Rogers-Fred Astaire takeoff 
Donahue, a ringer for his Jate danc-| with masks and, second, a magic 
ing brother-star, Jack Donahue. | number, in which they change colors 
Former looks now as Ziegfeld’s No.| of kerchiefs and wind up with the 
1 hoofer looked in the heyday of his} still-mystifying bit of tearing up a 


| 


ey 


VILLAGE BARN, N. Y. 


Walter Donahue, Mitchell Ayres| 
Orch, Maryann Mercer, Theodore & 
Denesha, Zeb Carver’s Hillbillies, 
Fordham Collegiates. 

Now a Greenwich Village institu- | 
tion as ‘New York’s only country 


: _youtn~ | career. He affects the same terp style| Dewspaper, rolling it together and 
brother-and-sister combination, | 


and has the same engaging front,| finding it whole once more. 
which should carry him far. | _ Violet Love, chirper, exhibs plenty 
of what it takes in ‘Every Day’s a 


Mitchell Ayres band, from the ; Pear 
rs ‘By | . rive Yanrnianry 
Hollywood, gives out with the dance | = aaron ON Lit dye _vecretary” and 
rhythms and okay, too. Maryann| “USC, Maestro, Please, Swell look- 
Mercer. from the band. does a solo| !%8: Her voice is nasal and metallie 
, ° | but good choice of numbers and 


specialty during the show. Theodore 
and Denesha, last at the Rainbow 
Grill, are, as ever, satisfactory ball- 
roomologists. Zeb Carver's Country 
Cousins are a hillbilly quintet from 


clever arranging more than compen- 
sate. Weak point, if any, in the 
show is the line of six gals. Gams 
get by, but figures and phizes genere 


ally seconc “ate roductic vea} 
the Bronx and Brooklyn that seem- | ${ ly cond rate. Production weal 
‘ throughout. Beach umber cute and 


ingly go with the lease. Combo has 


»! ° : 
althoug tals have o es 
been here for seven years, off and poo h te 4 I : I 1 th — two = i 
ac » deliver, : C Li ni 
on. As Meyer Horowitz, owner of ie ens 1 Gen ss ewe 
Rosini, magi, is very good. Swift 


the Village Barn puts it, ‘The Jew: 
and the Italians make the best hill- 
billies; the real McCoy doesn’t seem 
to have the necessary floorshowman- 
ship and stage presence.’ For all 
their Ozark misfit getups, the boys 
have staple salesmanship and enter- 
tainment substance to their stuff 
Combo is said to be a very much 
in-demand unit for club dates. 

Rounding out is a sextet of 
anplers, in typical sharpie 


manipulator, he’s extra 
cards, 3afflers include uncanny 
mind-reading when he asks someone 
in the aud to ‘Think of a Card,’ and 
then pulls it out of the pack. Also 
does rope-cutting and produces 
chicks from under cups. 

In final spot is Gil Lamb, comie 
terper, aided by Tommy Sanford, 
harmonica-pffer, Tomb is built and 
hoofs in sim‘lar fechion to Ray Bol- 
eer, Comedy euclly sood, particue 


strong on 


big 
getuns. 


The b.a. is still potent here and for a Jarly in his mimi-rv of Rosini’s lever- 
finale they doff their shoes and demain, with a deck of cards. Sanford 
stockings and go into the peelin’- exhibs techr’sue on a dozen mouth 
the-peach routine. orfans and 1*-" «ets off a swell bit 
A feature of the bucolic fol-de-rol th Lamb. Watter anparentl wal- 
at this no-couvert pot are the! lows a tiny harmonica and plays 1t 
quare dances, musical chairs, po-, by pressing } tomach., Herb. 
tato games, live-turtle race and 
other homespun hokum Abel 
>. 
Yates Renring CRA 
HI-HAT, CHICAGO 
Ch: ! ly Yat ‘1 }] renrese! + 3 l 
Cc} 10 } ( ( lated Radio Artist pane 
Toe E Le Ts rv | ‘ Je ‘ Tae e ) . $f ¢ 
bee I e ») Sid 1 je Orch t not ip 7 escent 
flice, but will k from there as 
W ith a ne lrile ¢ ] qa ‘ thent ep fo CRA 
t f Hollywood jf Joe E Theatre date ere former hane 
Le ret to |} n b CK ed } the Mills Ar ts office for 
ech ry 11@] | ‘ ‘ qd / <7 ..4 4 
I 4 P YY ty to } 4 44 rat : Ver ‘ ] 
hie till tne ‘ é f t ‘ t ‘ ‘ . nce ot ( *% 4 1 i 
) earned the title t ( I been a vil piece eal ior 
pPp ce of bh tht ( ) ne f 
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Mawbry (Mary Young) an M.P. of 
American extraction, tells him that 


Strawhat Reviews | he proposed to her at the same party. 


FRIDAY AT FOUR 


Provincetown, Aug. 29. 


} 


Comedy in two acts (three scenes) y 
Ralph Holmes; presented by Neil McFee 
Skinner. Staged by E,. Stanley Pratt Set- 
tings, Ray Tallman. At the Wharf the- 
atre, Provincetown, Mass., Sept. 3, ‘3s 
Daphne Van Cleeve........ Derethy Stone 
Potter Van Cleeve.........Cuarles Collins 
Primroge.........-ccecs.- Mary Ellen Verse 
BET. OCOEFOAREO. cos ccecee .... Elsie Mackie 
Mr. Walbridge.....ccecess .LeRei Operti 
Patrick Conklin. ...cececes Ralph Morehouse 
Dit, FROMDRON. 2 os ccesens Kenneth Bartlett 
HintGe PA Welhs cis ccsce es Joseph Vitale 
Dolores Del Avon. Vivian Vance 
Jualters.... ; vs Milton Parsons 
barnes. eee . Colette Humphr 
Abbott . see Wolter tinne 
Mr Van Cl \ eo Rebert Finkel 
Mrs. Van Cleeve eee Muriel Wrigh 
Sergeant Watson : Bruce (ook 
fficer Edwards Howard Lederberg 


Cleverly written and generously 
interspersed with songs and dances, 
‘Friday at Four’ gives Dorothy Stone 
and «Charies Collins a cnance to 
really go to town. However, this fast- 
moving comedy is much too short 
in its present form. 

The mistaken identity plot is given 
a new twist and a healthy lift 
through snappy dialog. A longer 
buildup should heip it on the road to 
Broadway. 

Miss Sione (Mrs. Collins) 
convincing performance as 
Van Cleeve, petite country 
who finds time hanging 
her hands in the big city. 
the monotony, she 
as the socialite Mrs. 
pens tea 


gave a 
Daphne 

maid, 
heavily on 
To relieve 
imagines herself 
Van Cleeve and 
invitations to members of 
the Blue Book, a screen star, po- 
litical bigwigs and an aunt of the 
real Mrs. Van Cleeve, though never 
intending to mail them. Potter Van 
Cleeve (Charles Collins), is her hus- 
band and upon his return from busi- 
ness, she shamefacedly confesses how 
she had occupied her time. How- 
ever, he suggests that an invitation 
be penned to a big-time gangster to 
round out the set. 

Later in the evening, the maid 
(Mary Ellen Vorse) finds the un- 
stamped invitations and thinking her 
mistress had forgotten to tell her to 
mail them, sends them on their way. 
With seldom a halt in continuity, 
theme runs merrily throughout the 
entire show. It’s dialog is witty and 
catches many laughs, 

Plot is plausible enough and clever- 
ly interwoven are several songs, ‘Ten 





o’Clock Town,’ ‘Beware’ and ‘Man- 
dalay.’ and dance routines by Miss 
Stone and Collins. A tap dance 


routine similar to those they did in 
‘Dancing Pirate’ (UA) is also in- 
cluded. Vivian Vance and Joseph 
Vitale carry ‘Beware’ and ‘Manda- 
lay’ effectively. 


The denouement occurs with ar- 


rival of the real Mr. and Mrs. Van 
Cleeve. Their snobbishness, how- 
ever, turns their wealthy aunt 
against them again, and the theme 


ends on a happy note with the latter 
practically adopting the abashed im- 
personators, 

Ray Tallman’s sets ably carry out 
the spirit of the theme. E. Stanley 
Pratt’s direction and performers are 
excellent. Marce. 


Amid all the excitement of iron- 
ing out the affairs of the Empire’s 
‘crisis. Brixall (William Lawson), 
the victim of this dual Yankee skull- 
duggery, takes these scandalous per- 
plexities in his stride. He promptly 
offers to marry Marial, the actress, 
and just as casually jilts the M. P. 


leaves little to the imagination and 
may need pruning. 

Jacaues is kept from completing his 
first job as bank messenger “. jae 

f a portfolio containing 30.000 - 
— agg ogg Sore npgain es he in| _ Stirred up in this mixture, which 
ee j Pere a eics ‘.| doesn’t jell, is a wealthy young 
crime, Faced with prison, he is J 
saved by Sister Therese, who takes | Frenchman, who turns out to be an 
30,000 frances from the Mission fund illegitimate son of Brixell; an Amer- 
and deposits it in the bank. As the. ican film producer, some chatter 
police are about to arrest Sister about birth control, which the lady 
Therese, M. Dargent (Edgar Kent),| M.P. champions, id ; 
the bank president, appears and ex-' sions of pseudo-British hot potato 
plains that the. Mission money will | gab. 
be returned as the portfolio en- Mary Patton gets top honors for 
trusted to Jacques had contained her characterization of the conniving 
ynlv scraps of paper. Disillusioned,! actress. Drawing room and office 
Jacques takes Sister Therese to him- sets by Edward Griffin are good. 


self, and promises to make his own Fox. 
way in the world honestly. aa _ 

Selwart plays competently. Bul- 
sakov and Count Marinski (Stiano WUTHERING HEIGHTS 
Brazgiotti) have parts which call for 
-ympathy and understanding and Litchfield, Conn., Sept. 3. 
they handled them well Armand Drama in three acts (five scenes) by Ran- 
(William Bendix and Suzanne ph Carter, from the novel of the same 
(Jeanne Cassele), as the wife-beat- ied to - Tey a) re 
ing but loving husband and wife,| +. pyavn mee ti field , : 


Cenn., Aug. 3l- 


resister nicely. Miss Reos pleases aS} Sept. 11. Staged by Randolph Carter. Set- 
Sister Therese. Matthew Smith and! tings, John Mylrae i 
Doris Rich also play adequately. - Acher i nade mas ee ee 
melir ark Re % © : anvec eee ere ee ‘ “urculowe 
Emeline Clark Roche ” setting leaves mawer LARtOR...<cccesoves Randolph Carter 
little room for improvement. l Isabel Ginton. «ss. -Tont Volz 
Marce. Elle Dean.. Mary Fischer 
en eninetintane Joseph Patrick Fox 


BROKEN THREADS 


Marbledale, Conn., Sept. 3. 


Revised dramatization by Ran- 
dolph Carter of the novel of the 
same name by Emily Bronte, ‘Wuth- 





Drama in three acts (seven scenes) by | ering Heights,’ as evidenced by its 
Carla G field; presented by Cledge | tryout, is not yet ready for Broad- 
maha dae” tee i ye Mar eto way. Charles O. Carey plans to pro- 
Dale, Aug. 31-Sept. 5, '38 ne duce it .on the Main Stem this fall 
Pop . Norman Porter | with the same Cast. 

’ = > nher } 

oe * dots bub eno ee tee Play deals with the types found 
‘Chick Jane Bradford |in a rugged, moorland county dur- 
Vann . Juan Root | ing the early 19th century in North- 
teary Conway Wasphurn tern England. Revolves about Heath- 
Cor rrrseeeses" "son Larkin | Cliffe, an illiterate, cold-hearted man, 
DANDOCIOP.<4.% sud insasecce Stanley Gorham | Who was brought as a child to Wuth- 
oh te MOT EET Lert eT ee Wayne Palmer | ering Heights and reared by the 
eee eee eee Shirley Baker 


| Ernshaw family. Catherine, a daugh- 
ter, returns his love. However, she 
marries Edgar Linton, a gentleman’s 
son, following a hectic argument. 
Tryout of ‘Broken Threads’ is Seeking revenge on Linton, Heath- 
probably one answer to whether or | cliffe marries his sister (Isabel) and 
not an airing in the summer sticks | mistreats her until she wants to run 
has any actual value in determining | away—yet dares not because of her 
a play’s worth. Had this same | love for him. Play ends with the 


{ Delno Vickrey 
ters err re rer re Kenyon Greene 
[Stanley Edge 


premiere been staged in some good | death of Catherine in the arms of 
tryout key city under adequate | Heathcliffe, after he has given a 
working conditions, the real merit, | Strong avowal of his love for her. 


would undoubtedly be | Commendable performances are 
pointed out definitely to the audi- | turned in by F. C -Furculowe, Pat- 
ence and producers. As it was put | Tick Fox and Mary Fischer. Eck. 
on here, it’s pretty much of a wild 


or lack of it, 


guess to gauge its chances due to 

mauling of script necessitated by CHASE A COMET 
cramped facilities. Despite these . 7 

; ; " Mountain Lakes, N. J., Sept. 3. 
handicaps, continuity is maintained . ' » Sept 


Drama in three acts by 
son; presented by 


Donald B. Robin- 
Bandbox Players. Staged 
Wade Bell Costumes and set- 


on a level high enough to give 
promise of better things under more 
favorable conditions. 


by Sydney 


and frequent ses- | 


Inside Stuff—Legit 








Dr. Robert Katscher, Viennese emigre, now in New York, whose best 
‘known international hit is "When Day Is Done,’ and Cole Porter, whose 
| No. 1 song is ‘Night and Day,’ are co-composers of the forthcoming Shubert 
| musical, ‘You Never Know,’ which bows into the Winter Garden, New 
| York, Sept. 20. However, because Porter, so the Shuberts aver, also has a 
| production interest, the billing is ‘Cole Porter’s ‘You Never Know’.’ The 

Viennese tunesmith is making no issue over this but insists that he also 
| get program credit for the fact he authored the first musical adaptation 
| from the original, ‘By Candlelight,’ which was a straight play written by 
Siegfried Geyer. He also composed the score. Porter wrote five new songs 
and Katscher’s original score has been retained for about the same number 
of tunes. 

George Abbott has been anonymously fixing up some of the scenes and 
tightening up the show. Rowland Leigh, who adapted the German libretto, 
staged. Reports were around, and subsequently denied by the Shuberts, 
that Leigh had bowed out as stager due to tiffing between Libby Holman 
and Lupe Velez, who are co-starred with Clifton Webb. 

The Winter Garden is being reduced 300 seats, removing the side loca- 
tions of the very wide theatre, in order to create a more intime air for the 
book musical. The W. G. was basically a revue theatre. 


Film rights to ‘Too Much Johnson,’ which the Mercury theatre will do 
on Broadway this season, are held by Paramount. Picture company 
bought the play from the Charles Frohman estate some years ago, with a 
number of other properties. Frohman produced the play with William 
Gillette in 1892 after the actor adapted it from the French play, ‘Plantations 
-Thomassim.’ Mercury leased the legit rights from Samuel French for try- 
out this summer at the Stony Creek (Conn.) strawhat and Paramount 
thereupon notified both parties of its interest in the play. Contrary to 
' previous report, the same cast that did the show at the tryout will appear 
in it on Broadway. 





Production and administrative setup of the Mercury theatre will be 
virtually the same this season as last, with Orson Welles and John House- 
| man again in charge. However, Houseman will have a general assistant, 
Harold Kennedy, who will be specially assigned to the group’s recordings 
| of classics for use in classrooms, etc. Kennedy did the Mercury’s lecture 
| promotion in schools last season for the road tour of ‘Caesar’ and did some- 
| what similar promotion during the summer for the Berkshire playhouse, 
Stockbridge, Mass. 

First presentation in New York of Jai Alai (pronounced hi-li) at the 
Hippodrome tomorrow (Thursday) promises to attract a class and sport- 
| ing crowd. Game which was made popular in Havana and Miami, has 
| several showmen interested in the metropolitan season, including Lee Shu- 
bert and Harry Kaufman. Mike Jacobs is also in, with Richard Berenson, 
who’s managing director. S. Jay Kaufman, who has been away from 
Broadway for some time, is representing his brother and handling svecial 
publicity fer the venture. Norman St. Denis heads the press department. 

Production of ‘The Best Dressed Woman in the World’ awaits script re- 
| visions by Jack Munro. ‘Woman’ will be done this season by Forrest C. 
Haring, however, possibly in association with Dwight Deere Wiman, for 
whom Haring is general manager. 
| Comedy, which was tested this summer at Stockbridge, is being eyed by 
| several picture companies, but will probably not be sold until produced 
on Broadway. Haring would not share in the sale price unless the play 
| ran at least three weeks. 


Early in the baseball season Horace Stoneham, president of the N.Y. 
Giants, bet Grantland Rice $100 that the Pittsburgh Pirates would not 
finish in the first division. George M. Cohan took half the wager. Joe 
| Bannon, who was present, also took the century-note bet the same way 
and Sam H. Harris was declared in for half. Early this week Pittsburgh 
led the league by four games, with the end of the season not far off. 





‘Brave New World,’ Louis Walinsky’s dramatization of a novel by Aldous 
Huxley, was world-preemed in Paris last week by the Edward Sterling 
Players, a London group. It’s in English. Production had been skedded 
earlier, but was delayed by the click of the same author's ‘Oscar Wilde.’ 
Norman Marshall plans to bring ‘Wilde’ to Broadway this season. Both 

| plays are handled here by Pinker & Morrison. 


' When Hallie Flanagan was in Chicago recently, she addressed local 


tings, Whiting Thornton At the Little 
Locale is the ‘squatters’ dump ea ee Se AY eT 
under Br oklyn Bridge. Mike | ted Haskins. pkicge we ak F. Moore Evans 
(Cledge Roberts) as just been freed | Mary MecCallister........ Eleanor Mitchell 
from Sing Sing after serving 20 | Philip Porter......... ees ceees Robert Toms 
Janie nds 5 nmin avin con are * | Richard Marley......e.. Hyman Mottenberg 
years on miscarriage of justice iM | (onctance Barnes... > adn. tncoee 
murder charge. His alibi, which he | Boyd Aldrich.............: Arthur Boughton 
had not used at the trial, was that he | Commissioner Fitzgerald....... Porter Cole 
was spending the night with Mady, tebawamy re et SseusevVendseee el George Baehr 
his sweetheart, when the crime was | Vincent ‘Thomwivke 222, Witten Gaaraton | 
| committed. Unknown to Mike, a girl | Mrs. O’Sullivan........1...Lucille Brophy 
|is born to Mady, ana 20 years later, | Toby........-.-..+.- eeees-Jack Delchamps 


COGNAC 


Newport, R. I., Sept. 3. 

Drama in three acts adapted by Olga Tee 
and Franz Hoellering from the Hungarian 
ot Frantisek Langer; presented by ‘The 
Actor-Managers, Ine. Staged by Acnes 
Mergan. Setting, Emeline Clark Roche. 
oy the Newport Casino theatre, Newport, 
ee. Be 


PU BOS 1.6.64. 66:064664.000%0 Leo Balgakoy 
COMME Maritiaks. ...ccecces Stiano Bragwiotti 


MIN 66 hob 24:600000408% William Bendix 
GPUOEE s 0b0hcccucdes 06644660004 Alan Hewitt 
WUBRMNG no cccsecsecsceccesed Jeanne Casselle 
Jacques Duval. ... Tonio Selwart 
Borlet. Matthe Smith 


Captain of the Mission -Hayden Rorke 


Sister Therese...... Joanna Roos 
ee ee éeaee Doris Rieh 
i See eee -»+.-Valentine Vernon 
eS én kxuetada 60s6es Theodore Steger 
BAPMERD s 6 0 00565660066 06068 Leopold Hofinger 
Kernadine......eeseeeeee++- BVelyn Aronson 
Jeanne...... eevereces ° ° Marion Lutz 
Marie. ...ce PPTTTITITTTyT Tiree tita Halligan 
SPUSOAY Os 6.6:0.060046000000000000 00 TIN Bais 
ee socceesesesesess Alice Rosenthal 
SOS 5 0 056044660000005085 Rhodelle Heller 
eee COs eeeseeeereees Frank Cutter 
errr ree James Honnen 
ara teavesuest Jus Addiss 
Madame Dargent...........Elizabeth Leon 
re bbevisewas Edgar Kent 
2OR Drivers... sca erevrrr Theodore S.eser 
Gendarme. ......ccccccces Leopold Hofinger 


Preemed before Newport's smart 
set, ‘Cognac’ proved itself worthy of 
further stage exploitation, but will 
need a double whitewash if it ever 
expects to get by the Hays office for 
pictures. Plot is rife with innuendos 
and puts an emphasis on sex. It's 
colorful, though at times dull, which 
should be eliminated with rewrit- 
ing. 

Plot deals with the efforts of Jac- 
ques Duval (Tonio Selwart), jobless 
son of Papa Duval (Leo Bulgakov). 
to find himself. Unable to get a job. 
he turns to petty thievery and then 
to a safe robbery in the home of a 
bank president. His plans go astray 
however, when the house which he 
robs catches fire and he rescues the 
bank president’s infant daughter. 

Hailed as a hero, Duval gains a 
new outlook on life. which is further 


strenethened by a prevaricating Mis- | 


sion lassie, Sister Therese (Joanna 
Roos) anda job as bank messenger. 
Sister Therese’s soap-box confession 
of a previous life of wrongdoing 


SOON TOROS. ..0ccccccsse .--.James Pearl 


. ay’c ; y i ; . eee 
at play’s opening, Mike and the girl, ih eae... ae See 


who is masquerading as a boy called 


ay | Pee PSUS... oca000ee ..Jack Bamford 
| Chick, are thrown together when | Tony Ferretti..... Seeees Herbert Monsky 
both are befriended by Pop (Nor- | Detective..........+....George C. Williams 
man Porter). one of the older in- Abie Goldstein ee eee’ eee eee Bus Auser 

Jackie Miller...... -Ken Atkins 


mates of the dump. 


Mike falls for the girl and asks her 
to marry him, not knowing she’s his 
own daughter. Pop discovers the 
relationship and locates Mady, now 
a wheelchair invalid. Reunion of i Pee 
the three causes Mady to see the | = — a aan o paren A 
hopelessness of trying to pick up the | pee ge A fe - sone i: Gee 
broken threads of 20 years previous lb t th a tho an . oa 2 ota 
and she kills herself. Daughter be- be a wv oe =a 7? 
comes bitter but curtain finds her | echnique at his disposal. 
and the father reconciled. | 

Richard Benne. was originally set | Mo gy Goes wa, O6 Gene. =. 
for the role of Pop in this produc- — vane, te reporter. cack 
tion. Porter is well-cast in the part. | amford and Lucille Brophy are also 
Balance of troupe is in-and-out and capable. Daizell. 
would require several replacements 
‘for a fair test of the play. Staging | 
|is generally fair and several scenes | 
carry punch. Writing, on the whole, | 


Play concerns a newspaper’s cru- 
sade against vice. There’s the fa- 
miliar lackadaisical reporter, the sob 


JAIL FOR SALE 


: . Suffield, Conn., Sept. 1. 
is okay, with dialog better than | Play in three acts by Samuel 4 Park: 
adequate. Bone. | Presented by the sand Box Players. , 


Staged by Mary Ann Dentler Settings, 
lloyd Spangler. At the Band Box theatre, 


AMERICAN INVASION jy00 (2) 088 SS pert gackaon 


Centerville, Mass., Sept. 3. MUEES cece eee eeereereeeees Calvin Hewey 
Comedy in three acts (with prologue) by | UTS cece ere eee eee eee --- Curtis Wheeler 
Jeannette Druce; presented and directed by unk tee neee Douglas Kearns 
Mary Young. Settings, Mdward Griffin. At M “ . . ee is Lucille LaVerne 
Mary Youne theatre, Centerville, Mass., 0 gaa : ToTTTr rT TTS ae irtha Sheen 
week of Aug. 20 jam .. TERETE CTT rer -Robert Stewart 
Christopher Brixall .William Lawson ain api inti ott aia te Samuel J. Park 
Lishop of Kent. .ee-e Jd. Colville Dunn Cat ty eveeee - stoke Mens h 
Lord Ravenshead Herbert Standing ileal acer tor lon Peter 
Duke of Westershire William Hunt | juaee fattes.;. Ede a Pheaford 
Wimble... i i Edward Lester estes seabthe ose 2dwas / , Brainard 
Marial Marsh veveeees Mary Patton | pity Jessup Den Whemeaen 
Isliss ape dWeetar dvenee ecee-. David Mir ‘ len ‘ine aca > we 
Lady Mawbry, M.P....esee. Mary Young eer Mle ne gyal ne ‘hae ee 
Henri de la Quintelle..... eee Tito Renaldo | yrs. Johnson Piltes mee ™ 
Benjamin Chiseltree........ John Taylor | Spike ie , a mabentasy 
si | See -Herbert Clark ‘loyd Spangler 


a. Samuel J. Park would seem to be 
Quite suitable for tittery summer 4 better actor than author. He por- 
audiences, ‘Invasion’ would be given trays a prison turnkey in ‘Jail for 
the swerve by winter-time show Sale,’ and makes the old gent amus- 
shoppers. Most of the gab and action jng in a wry, befuddled way. How- 
has to do with a girl faking preg- ever, the script is a muddled com- 


nanev. Victim is an ultra-dignified bination of far-fetched comedy and 
English politician of anonymous . melodrama. 
rank. Humorous moments verge on the 


Not only does the American actress | absurd, hence the audience has a 
pretend that the upper crust fellow | hard time settling down to the seri- 
seduced her at a drunken house ous passages and accepting them at 


party, but to confuse matters, Lady face value. Story throughout. is im- 





| sisters, a managing editor who would | 


Hyman Mottenberg as the reform- | 


Federal Theatre department heads. National director particularly ad- 
| monished publicity and promotion departments to retain utmost dignity 
, in all exploitation. Last week, promotion department had an organ grinder 
and monkey on the streets to ballyhoo ‘Little Black Sambo.’ 

Legit player of Austrian extraction has nixed an offer from Jed Harris 
_to play the lead in his forthcoming production of an anti-Nazi play. Al- 
though she is a U. S. citizen, she has a number of relatives in Austria and 
fears reprisals against them if she took the part. 


Bieecker Hall ‘Aavy, , 
Makes Legit Comeback 


Albany, Sept. 6. 

Harmanus Bleecker Hall, once the 
city’s leading legit theatre and scene 
of many tryouts under the late F. 
Ray Comstock, Shubert associate, 
when Albany was a leading road 
town, is Once more a legit stand. 
The house last played legit and stock 
regularly about 15 years ago, under 





, probable and hokey, anyway, but 
there’s a possibility that if the in- 
gredients had been better mixed, 
something more entertaining might 
| have resulted, 


Lucille LaVerne is entrusted with 
the one really colorful role, that of 
Ma Shellrock, who has taken over 
her late husband’s job of sheriff in 
a small western burg. Ma is out to 
| get the bandit responsible for Shell- 
| rock’s death, and how she does it is 
the main idea of the play, though the 
| action wanders pretty far afield at 
| times. 

At the first performance, Miss La- 
Verne didn’t seem very sure of her 





. lines, and the characterization fell | we z. ¥. Proctor management. hora 
flat. Cast as a whole fails to do | ©@Pitol, now dark, has been the citys 
much, poor makeup in several in- | legit house in recent seasons. An- 
stances cramping its style. |}nouncement of the formation of a 
_ Jail interior set by Lloyd Spangler | Hall stock company, with weekly 
is creditable. Paul. | guest stars, and of the scheduled 


| booking of touring Broadway shows 
| along with radio and screen names, 
| was made by Leu R. Golding, divi- 
sional manager of Fabian theatres. 

Understood that O. E. Wee will be 
interested in the operating end, al- 
though he hasn't been mentioned for 
that job. 

The stock scale will be 35c to $1.10 


S. L. City Aud Out 


Salt Lake City, Sept. 6. 
Heated controversies between pro- 
tagonists of a plan to erect a $550 000 
civic auditorium and opposing forces 


representing the Apartment House | at night and 35c to 55¢ for matinees 

Assn. of Utah, resulted in the idea | Madge Evans. in ‘Stage Door.’ will 

being shelved temporarily by the city |o,en. Dough<ss Montgomery. Erin 
: msc oD i , J* = 


commission 


O’Brien-Moore and Hilda Spong will 


Gus P. Backman, secretary of the | play the leads in ‘Night Must Fall’ 


Salt Lake chamber of commerce | the second week. Bert Lytell will 
| who parented the proposition, with- | appear the third in ‘The First Le- 
drew his request after several tax- | gion.’ Violet Heming may also guest. 


payer groups vetoed the proposal | It’s said 
PWA funds were to have been used | 
in financing the construction, aided 
by local grants. 


that some members of the 


| strawhatters in nearby Schenectads 
|}and Stockbridge, Mass., may be re- 
‘cruited for the regular company 
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Irked by ‘Inaccurate’ Assertions At 
Dies Probe, Hallie Flanagan Lashes 


Back at Failure to Permit Defense’ 


+ 


Washington, Sept. 6. 
Because she’s irked by ‘inaccurate 
and misleading’ assertions, Hallie 
Flanagan, boss of the Works Progress 
Administration’s theatrical ventures, 
asked last week why no Federal The- 
atre Project spokesman has been in- 


vited to discuss the charge that reds}. 


are active in the Government drama 
ventures and the plays are com- 
munist propaganda. 

In an open letter to Chairman 
Martin Dies, Mrs. Flanagan explained 
she offered to testify at the Govern- 
ment inquiry when the first attack 
occurred but has not been taken up 
on the proposition. This is decidedly 
unfair, she complained, defending 
the purity of the drama which Uncle 
Sam angels. 

Reading repeated complaints, FTP 
head recalled her communication 
that the National Policy Board was 
ready to be quizzed and pointedly 
remarked that ‘in the course of the 
month since I wrote to you no per- 
son connected with the direction of 
the FTP has been called to testify,’ 
though the board was in session dur- 
ing August. 

‘As an example of the inaccurate 
and misleading statements made con- 
cerning the project, I wish to cite 
the charges attributed to Congress- 
man Thomas of your committee in 
newspapers of Sept. 1,’ she wrote. 
‘Regulations duly issued pursuant to 
Jaw prohibit payment for any time 
not actually spent at work on a 
project, therefore we could not pay 
project employees for time spent in 
Washington as witnesses. As evi- 
dence of the fact that we had no de- 
sire to penalize them for testifying, 
as Mr. Thomas implies, we had ar- 
ranged that they could make up the 
time lost on the project as a result 
of their testimony. This is the regu- 
lar procedure in all such cases.’ 

Miss Flanagan made plain she 
wants to talk but also expects a 
formal bid. 


ROLLS GETS 2 MORE 
SHOWS FOR AUSSIE 


Option for the Australian rights 
to ‘She Loves Me Not’ and ‘On Your 
Toes’ have been acquired by Ernest 
C. Rolls for Australia-New Zealand 
Theatres, Ltd., and negotiations are 
on for ‘Idiot’s Delight.’ 

Other Broadway shows previously 
bought include ‘I Married an Angel,’ 
‘The Women’ and 
Time.’ Principals for the shows are 
being recruited in New York and the 
balance will be cast in Australia. 


Indict 3 WPA B. 0. 
Workers in Fraud Plot 








Three box office employees for- | 


merly connected with the WPA cir- 
cus which has been playing near | 
New York have been indicted 


Those named are Abe Halle, super- 
visor; Julius Specter, ticketseller, and | 
Joseph Harris, ticket-taker. Re- 
leased under bail of $500 each. 
WPA snoopers contend that tickets 
were palmed by Harris and resold. 
The men declared, however, that they 
are the victims of a disgruntled WPA | 


investigator, and state that no ed 


‘On Borrowed | by them. 





on 


charges of conspiracy to embezzle. | 
| testants will be reauired to go along 





Marshall Signs for Lead 
In Show; Air, P.A. Offers 


The Shuberts have signed Everett 
Marshall for the lead in a Broadway 
revival of Franz Shubert’s perennial 
‘Blossom Time.’ Show is tentatively 
scheduled to open on the road late 
this month and come into New York 
sometime in December. 

Singer held off on signaturing 
the contract due to offers from 
Elliott Roosevelt for a commercial on 
the latter’s southwestern radio web. 
Now figuring a way of airing the 
singer from towns the show hits and 
piping it south. Nothing concrete 
yet. However. Interstate vaude 
p.a.’s were offered Marshall as side- 
line to radio job, but will probably 
be nixed. 





TICKET CODE T0 


BE EFFECTIVE 
NEXT WEEK 


Code of fair practices, the 
ticket control plan, did not go into 
operation last week as expected, but 
slated to become operative 





new 


is now 


with the arrival of the season’s first | 


new shows next week. A meeting 
of the League of New York Theatres’ 
board will be held today (Wednes- 


day) to iron out some points raised | 


by ticket agents. Latter will then 
be asked to a special meeting for 
the purpose of signaturing the stipu- 
lations provided for in the code. 

The brokers filed objections to the 
code in general and sought a num- 
ber of changes. They were told, 
however, that the only way changes 
could be made was by agreement be- 
tween the managers (League) and 
Equity and that there was little like- 
lihood of getting action before the 
system was actually in operation. 


Principal objection arose over the | 


requirement to file bonds, brokers 
saying the provision is a hardship. 
Understood they were assured that 
the board would lower the amount 
of the bonds. 

Agency people also objected to the 
5c per ticket fee, which they will 
pay the League on each ticket sold 
Coin from that source will 
be used to police the agencies. Re- 
ported, too, that the tax collector 
proposes to watch the theatre zone, 
following claims from the Federal 
men that the admission tax was not 
fully paid by a number of brokers. 
Latter still say the law is inequitable 
because it calls for a ‘tax upon a 
tax,’ Government seeking 90c on 
tickets sold at $5.50, instead of the 
straight 10% levy. 

Known that some managers object 
to the code on general principles but 
| they're in the minority. Under the 
League’s new constitution such pro- 


with the others, unless they resign 
|from the manager organization. 


Robert Morley in N. Y. 
As Lead for ‘Oscar Wilde’ 


Robert English legit 





Morley, 


dence has been secured against them. | player, arrived in New York Mon- 


Reported that the same investigator | 


accused others in the WPA managers 
and treasurers division, but 
charges were not substantiated 





$225,000 ASHEVILLE AUD 
Asheville, S. C., Sept. 6. 


New $225,000 auditorium slated for | 


Asheville to 
Stage shows, 


facilities for 
musicals, ete., 


include 
operas, 


will be started soon with PWA do- 
nating $102,272. 


those | 


day (5) to play the lead in ‘Oscar 
Wilde,’ which Norman Marshall 
plans to open Oct. 10 on Broadway. 

Play was tried out in London and 
Paris. 





HANLEY SCORES ‘CAT'S’ 
James F. Hanley is setting a score 
to Pat Ballard’s libretto, ‘When the 


| Cat's Away.’ 


Book musical deals with swing 


music, 


LEGIT VIEWS. 


FAIR BULLIonLY 





Heavy Tourism Must De- 
Times Square Theatres, 
Niteries, Etc.—Bids for 
Hotels Being Turned Down 
in Prospect of 


Season 


| 7 | 
| flect Most Beneficially on! 
| 


Banner 


BIGGER SHOWS 





Broadway is really getting steamed 
up over what the World’s Fair in 
1939 will mean for show biz and the 
hotels. The latter are cueing the 
showmen, because any number of 
bids for hotels hav: been turned 
down of late. There are instances 
recorded among the hoteliers of a 
$1,000,000 profit to dispose of an inn, 
but with the influx of tourists the 
next two years—because 1940 should 
be also big—none is_ interested. 
Broadway legit managers are par- 
ticularly pointing for the 1939-40 | 
seasons. 

New season on Broadway is 
bringing an unprecedented percent- 
age of elaborate and costly produc- 
tions. That is attested by the lead- 
ing scene designers and costumers 
and borne out by a cursory survey 
of the advance production list. 

Although the number of produc- 
tions scheduled is around the level 
of recent seasons, the percentage of 
lavish shows is far above normal, 
with more musicals, ambitious re- 
vivals and elaborate costume pro- 
| ductions being listed this season 
than have been played in years. 

Advance list shows 14 musicals on 
the way and at least eight costume 
revivals, or other straight produc- 
tions, that are expected to run into 
heavy coin. That does not  in- 
clude moderate-sized but expensive 
straight plays. Nor does it cover 
WPA shows. 

Among the musicals on the way 
are ‘Sing Out the News,’ ‘Knicker- 
bocker Holiday, ‘You Never Know,’ 
‘Hell's a-Poppin,’ ‘Clear All Wires,’ 
‘Great Lady, ‘The Boys From 
Syracuse,’ ‘Swing to the Left,’ 
‘Knights of Song,’ the Irving Berlin 
revue, ‘Blackbirds, ‘Ring in the 
New,’ ‘The More the Merrier’ and 
the Vincente Minnelli show. 

Straight plays, both costume re- 
'vivals and major new productions, 
include the Maurice Evans ‘Ham- 
let, the Mercury’s ‘Five Kings,’ 
‘The Fabulous Invalid’ (which is so 
big Equity is granting it an extra 
week’s rehearsal, as a_ spectacle), 
the Philip Dunning bills of ‘Great 
Scenes from Great Plays,’ ‘Madame 
Capet, ‘Here Come the Clowns,’ 
‘Herod and Miriamne’ and ‘Mamba’s 


(Continued on page 50) 








address of welcome at the opening 
of the second convention of the 
American Theatre Council, Tuesday 
and Wednesday (13-14) at the Hotel 
Astor, N. Y. There will be a fair 
representation from out-of-town, but 
the sessions will not be as populous 
as last year, which is expected. 

; Stated that the principal purpose 
of the convention will be to estab- 


lish the ATC on a permanent basis. 
General idea of the ATC was that it 
was to work for the welfare of the 
theatre, but to date it has been a 
| skeleton organization. 

First luncheon Tuesday (13) will 


be devoted to the stage unions and 
crafts, with Brock Pemberton pre- 
siding. Speakers will include James 
J. Brennan, for the stage hands; Al- 
fred Lunt and Fred Marshall for the 
scenic artists, and Sherwood for the 


; dramatists. 


| 


George M. Cohan will deliver the! 





= Quits as TMAT Chief: Green 


Selects Him, Browne, Weber And 


Gerber to Iron Out Group's Snags 





Now, That’s That 


Town recorder at Kenosha, 
Wis., has grown so annoyed at 
repeated inquiries from metro- 
politan newspapers as to the 





actual birth date of Orson 
Welles that he’s given a stan- 
dard reply to the local tele- 
graph otfice, to be sent collect. 
Welles is said to b2 23, but that 


statement has been frequently 
questioned, as he looks con- 
siderably older. 

Until the inquiries began ar- 
riving the Kenosha official 
hadn’t even heard of Welles 
However, he looked up the 
town records and found that a 
boy of that name was born 
there 23 years ago. 





+ 


Time limit set for the 
appointed to 


committee 
redraft the revised 
Theatrical Man- 


Treasurers union 


constitution of the 
agers, Agents and 
has been exceeded but the report 
may be ready this week. Mean- 
time, Lodewick Vroom, who was 
drafted to head the organization, has 
resigned for his outside press agent 
activities. 
During his 


executive 


first as 
powers 
agreement 
orked out 


incumbency, 
secretary with 
over the board, the basic 
with the managers was w 
and signatured. 





Sinee then, TMAT 
has expanded rapidly, ran afoul of 
other unions and then discovered 

| that there was no coin left in the 
treasury. That caused a row 

‘among the membership but it’s 
hoped that the new constitution and 








TO DO ‘TOWN 
IN LONDON 


——— 


in London, 
Harris. This is in addition to 
sel’s other production plans 
Alex Yokel. 

Another venture that will keep the 
| actor-producer in New York for 
some time is the Little Old New 
York concession he’s just signed for 
at the 1939 World’s Fair in N. Y. 

‘All I need now is a quarter of a 





million to go through with it,’ says | 


| Jessel, who, otherwise, has been for- 
fre approved. Concession is a 
replica of the old Haymarket, Tom 
|Sharkey’s saloon, Steve Brodie,’ 
Chuck Connors, etc. 

Jessel got back from London with |} 
his wife, Norma Talmadge, last 
week, 





Warren Hymer to Play 


Skowhegan, Me., Sept. 6. 
Warren Hymer, here from Holly- 
wood, wiil play the title role in 
‘Land of Honey,’ new play written 





by his father, John B. Hymer. Owen 
Davis, Jr., will co-star. Opening 
scheduled for Sept. 12. 

Playwright Hymer has been in 


Hollywood since 1935 working on 
| film — 


George M. Cohan to Open r Parley 
Of ATC Next Week; Seek Permanency 


Wednesday’s (14) luncheon will 
have Arthur Hopkins presiding and 
the main topic will be the 
Speakers will include’ Law: 
Langner, M. E. 
Louis; Robert Ferguson, Helen 
Hayes and William A. Brady. In the 
morning there will be discussion: 


road 


ence 


anent theatre attendance, the new 
ticket code and women's. clubs 
Speakers will include Paul Dullzell 
of Equity; James F. Reilly, of ATC, 
and George Freedley, in charge of 
the N. Y. Public Library’s drama 
collection. Afternoon session will be 
presided over by Fr Gillmore 
who, with Warren P. Munsell, will 
talk about the proposed drama fe: 
tival in N. Y. attendant to the 
World's Fair. Congressman Emanuel 


Celler is also slated to speak, a: 
Antoinette Perry. Final stages of! 
the convention will be turned t 
an open forum. 


George Jessel will do ‘Our Town’ | 
in association with Jed | 
Jes- | 
with | 


In Father’s Strawhatter | 


Holderness, of St. | 


| bylaws will satisfy the several fac- 
tions in TMAT 
Vroom was supposed to be com- 


JESSEL, HARRIS pensated as a regular employee but 
it was necess ary to sli ice his TMAT 


| stipend to $75 w eekly, which is half 
|the minimum set forth for press 


agents in the basic agreement. Be- 
|lieved that the money angle fig- 
; ured in Vroom’s decision to with- 


| draw as active head of the union, 
| with Saul Abraham, now  vice- 
| president, stepping in a® successor 
until the annual election 90 days 
after the new constitution is rati- 
fied. George Ashby has been ele- 
vated to vice president, while Jimmy 
Murphy is assistant to Abraham. 
To Continue Activities 

Prez’s resignation was rejected at 
first but he insisted on withdrawing, 
although he’ll not cease his activi- 
, ties with TMAT. He's on a com- 
| mittee appointed by William Green, 
head of the American Federation of 
| Labor, to work out the problems of 
the union, Stated that such pro- 
cedure by AFL is not unusual, al- 
though not known to have been fol- 

satanic on page 50) 


‘Shadow’ in Last 4 Wks., 
Slated for Road Tour 





| ‘Shadow and Siemans one of last 
| season's prize-winning plays, is in its 
last four weeks on Broadway, im- 
|}port being due to move from the 
|Golden to the Plymouth, Monday 
1(12) for the final weeks. It will 
open road tour Oct. 3 in Montreal, 
| with Toronto to follow, drama then 
| going to Boston for a run. 

Victor Leighton, former booker for 
Klaw & Erlanger, will go in advance 


four weeks, with Howard Herrick 
two weeks ahead. Harry Benson 
|wlil be company manager. Saul 


~ | Abraham, general manager for Eddie 

| Dowling, who has been presenting 
Shadow, will remain with the 
actor-manager’s enterprises in New 
York, 

Dowling’s first presentation of the 
new season will be ‘Madame Capet,’ 
which will star Eva Le Gallienne. 
‘Shadow’ was Dowling’s first click 
show in seasons, Lee Shubert having 
a 50% interest, but the former having 
full say as to management. 


Family ‘Soliloquy’ 
Los Angeles, Sept. 6 

Helen Craig gets the femme role 
opposite her husband, John Beal, in 
the Victor Victor legit play, ‘Sclilo- 
quy.’ 

Piece opens 
with Hon 
and N. H 


here early next month 
ier Curran, John Cameron 
Rappaport producing, 


EVE GREEN’S PLAY 


Hollywood, Sept. 6 
Eve Green, Paramount scripter, 
aves for New York this week with 


the manuscript of 
After,’ a three-act 


‘Happily Ever 


play, written by 
nerself and Frank Dolan. 
Piece is slated for Broadway this 


fall 
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1938 B'way and Ro 


Hits $288,700 Under 37; N. Y. Low 
Of $67,500 Is Reached for One Week 


iemnicnnemsi + 


By HOBE MORRISON 
This summer has been a tough one 
for legit. For the 13-week period 
from June 6 to last Saturday (3), 
the estimated total grosses for New 
York and the road were $1,640,000. 
That compares with $2,070,700 for the 

corresponding period last year. 
Estimated total for Broadway for 


the same _ stretch was $1,174,500 
Amount drawn on the road during 
the same time was $465,500. Cor- 


responding period 
a take 
and $607,500 for the road. 
Factor about the 
on Broadway is that the total gross 
has been nearly $300,000 less than 
last summer despite the fact the 
total playing weeks this year have 
been above 1937. Both this summer 
and last shows have never fallen be- 
low eight. The list included 16 shows 
at the start of both summers, but it 
dropped off more quickly in 1937 
than it did this year. Total playing 
weeks for last summer were 138, as 
against 143 playing weeks this year. 
Situation on the road has been just 
the reverse. Total playing weeks 
this year have been 38, while the! 
figure for last year was 47. List has 
frequently contained only a single | 
show this year, whereas in 1937 not | 
a single week saw less than three | 
touring companies out and most of | 
the time there were several more. 
For the purpose of this classifica- | 
tion, of course, strawhats are not 
figured. Neither are such strictly | 
summer spots as the St. Louis muny | 
nor Elitch’s Garden, Denver. 


during 1937 saw 


Straw- | 
hats aregscattered and their grosses 
vary widely. 

$153,000 Opening °38 Week 

Gross for Broadway the opening | 
week this summer was estimated at | 
$153,300, or slightly below that of the | 
similar week in 1937, when $158 500 
was rung up. Second week dipped | 
to $140,500 for 15 shows this year, | 
then kept dropping. It registered | 
$125,500 for the third week for 14| 
shows, $126,500 for the fourth week | 
for 13, $113,700 the fifth week for 13, | 
$83,500 the sixth week for 11 and a 
like amount the seventh week for | 
nine. Lowest total gross this sum- 
mer was $67,500 for eight shows | 
(while ‘Shadow and Substance’ was | 
laying off at the Golden, N. Y.). 

Second week’s figure last year was 
$140,500 and the third week’s was 
$131,000 for 15 and 11 shows, respec- 
tively. Lowest total any week dur- 
ing the summer of 1937 was $86,629 
for six shows. 

This condition was even more no- 
table on the road when comparing 
the two summers. Total figure the 
first summer week this year was | 
$123,300 for sever shows, against | 
only $60.500 for three shows the first | 
week last summer. Biz fell off fast | 
this vear. One week registered only 
$6,000 total gross for the country. 
Lowest single week in 1937 was $19.- 
500 and the highest was $34,500. 





Angle of the sour road figures for | 


this summer was the situation in 
Chicago. That town was active all 
summer in 1937, with at least one 
show (You Can’t Take It 


You’) continuing throuchout, but 


Was entirely dark after July 4 this | 
Los Angeles and San Fran- | 


year. 
cisco were likewise both feeble this 
summer as compared to 1937. 

Far and awav the bigsest grosser 
on Broadway this summer has been 
‘I Married an Anvel.’ at the 
bert. which has soared along at 
27,000. or more, a week and chalked 
up a total gross of avvroximatelv 
$360,000 for the 13 weeks end- 
ing Saturday (3) ‘On Borrowed 
Time,’ Longecre, and ‘Our Town.’ 
Morosco, have both done well. while 


*Bachelor Born.’ Lyceum; ‘Shadow 
and Sthstance,” Golden: ‘What a 
Life,” Biltmore: ‘You Con’t [ake It 
With You. Booth. and ‘Pins and 
Needles,’ Lahor Stave, have all 
earned’ steady rrofits. ‘Tobacey 


Road.’ Forest. is also claimed to be 
doing better than breaking even. 
1937 Show Runs 
Shows which ran the better part 
of the 1937 .ummer were ‘Babes in 
Arms,’ ‘Room Service,’ ‘The Women’ 
and ‘You Can’t Take It With You’ 


among the heavy coin-vetters, while | 


‘Brother Rat,’ ‘Havine Wonderful 


Time,’ ‘Tobacco Road.’ ‘Tovarich’ and | that in some cases strawhats may ¢2- 


*Yes, My Darling Daughter’ also 


of $1,463,200 for Broadway ' 


current summer 


With | 


Shu- | 


‘Melton Sets Record 
At Toronto U. Concert 


James Melton pulled 7,462 
Thursday (1) night for 
| versity of Toronto guest appearance. 
| It established a new attendance for 
|a commercial concert there. 

Capacity of the arena is 6,800. Be- 
sides the 662 standees, it was esti- 
_mated there were 1,200 turned away 
by police. 


FISCHER MEETS 
CHI OP. CO. ON 
PACT 


ad Summer Biz 








Shows in Rehearsal 


‘The Fabulous Invalid’—Sam 
H. Harris 

‘Knights of Song’ — Laurence 
Schwab. 

‘Kiss 
Brock 

‘Missouri 
McClintic 

‘Abe Lincoln 
Playwrights. 

‘You Never Know’—Shuberts. 





the Boys Goodbye’— 
Pemberton. 


Legend’ — Guthrie 





in Illinois’— 


‘Come Across’ — Bushar, Having signed a contract with the 
Tuerk, Brady. San Francisco Opera Co., Leo 
‘Knickerbocker Holiday’ — Fischer, executive-secretary of the 


Playwrights. American Guild 


‘Dame Nature’ — Theatre will stop off several days in Chicago 
Guild. to confer with the Chicago Civic 
‘Lightnin’’ (revival) — John Opera Co. execs. Latter outfit is 
Golden. the only ranking company in the 
‘The Good’—Norman Pincus. country not having a contract with 
‘Once Upon a Night’—Lau- the Guild. Fischer is due in New 


rence Schwab. 
‘Thanks for Tomorrow’—Jay 
Strong. 
‘30 Days Hath September’— 
Irving Gaumont. 
‘Tobacce Road’ 


York Sept. 9. 
AGMA now has contracts covering 
choral singers with the San 


tune Gallo and Alfredo Salmaggi 
companies. Deal with Salmaggi be- 
H. Grisman, comes effective for choristers at the 
end of this year. 
shutting out the Grand Opera Choral 


FRED STONE TO RETURN air sind is American Feteration 
IN 39 AS MOHAWK STAR | 


(road)—Sam 











of Labor charter from the Associated 
Actors and Artistes of America, 
GOCA now has only its current con- 


Schenectady, N. Y., Sept. 6 tracts with the Metropolitan and | 
Fred Stone on drew 6.228 te Salmaggi. AGMA expects that by 


five performances of ‘Lightnin’’ at | the end of the year it will have deals 

the Mohawk *Drama Festival last | with all companies in the U. S. 

oaths with be teeet back in a Not only has GOCA lost its Asso- 

sine vet ‘io tee othe jad next sum- | ciated Actors and Artistes of Amer- 

ae ” os : |ica charter, but its application for a 
rr, 


: | charter from the New York Board 
Next to Stone, of this year’s guests 


; : of Standards and Appeals was also 
in boxoffice pull was Walter Hamp-| recently denied. Number of GOCA 


den, with 4,611 admissions for|members are now reported trans- 
‘Trilby.” Coburn, in ‘High Tor’ the! ferring to AGMA, since the latter 
closing week, came closest to Stone’s | just about has the choral contract 
mark, drawing 5,531. situation sewed up. 








Stagehand Strawhat Theft 
Maplewood, N. J., Sept. 6. 


Jolson Nixes N. Y. Casa 


wood, N. J., was caught last week 
(3), after he held up and robbed 
nearly $150 from Robert 
group’s treasurer. Neville was ar- 
rested a few minutes later and the 
money was recovered. 


Hollywood, Sept. 8. 
Billy Rose is angling for Al Jol- 
son to do a four weeks stand at 
Casa Manana in New York, but Jol- 


son isn’t receptive. No salary was | 
broached. 








ENGAGEMENTS 


Helen Trenholme, Richard War- | 
ing, Arthur Vinton, A. P. Kaye, Don 
Costello, David Orrick, Richard 
Taber, ‘Come Across.’ 

Irene Bordoni, Helen Ford, Tul- 


Vroom Quits 








(Continued from page 49) 
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lio Carminati, ‘Great Lady.’ lowed concerning show business 
Carole Landis, William Forea, | "othe : 

Philip Woods, Harold Grau, Max | thers on the committee are 

Showalter, Dan Starr, Harry Bel- George Browne, head of the Interna- 


laver, ‘Once Upon a Night.’ ; tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage 

Richard Bishop, Dan Duryea, Kar] | Employees; Joseph N. Weber, pres- 
Malden, Joseph Sweeney, John ident of the American Federation 
| Woodworth, ‘Missouri Legend.’ of Musicians, and Gustav Gerber, 
_Lelah Tyler, ‘Thirty Days Hath counsel for TMAT. Committee was 
September. amed after tl sxecutive |} -d of 
| Charlotte Greenwood, Edward H rene more’ er Crs ti Me 
Robins, George Tobias ‘Claer Ail AFL considered various complaints 
Wires,’ ns 


on TMAT activities. Board frankly 
Jean Madden, Marion Alta, George 


admitted it knew little about show 
| Watts, Jack Howard, Harry Meehan, | business and thought that TMAT 
‘Knickerbocker Holiday.’ 


| should be straightened out by peo- 


| Richard Gordon, Elsa Ersi, ‘The | ple who are in the know. 


Fabulous Invalid.’ | T) nen trol 
Irene Purcell, Mary Dees, Chris- | Pr ees ee 


, ; IATSE had declared its intention 
tine Maple, Marjorie Crossland, Su- | : re ‘is grieve . 
san Jackson, Debby Dare et of taking on certain people in 
| Se c : 9 5 = Ss 1 ae " 
| Packer, Ethel Remey, ‘The Women’ front of the house ; and TMAT 
(Australian company). questioned that jurisdiction. It 
Bernice Claire, Helene Denizon,| Went ahead organizing picture 
Jack Arthur, Maryon Dale, Fred | house managers and assistants, | 


Harper, George Dobbs, 
Crawford, ‘I Married 
(Australian company). 


Kathryn 
an Angel’ 


after being instructed to lay off by 
AFL, and has about 150 such mem- 





his Uni- | 


of Musical Artists, | 


Fran- 
cisco, Los Angeles, Cincinnati, For- | 


AGMA figures on | 


Edward Neville, stagehand at the | 
Maplewood summer theatre, Maple- | 


Dalzell, | 


—=——=——=—=2 





4As to Send Reps to AFL Conv, 


last | 





year. 


As is permitted three delegates. 


| 
tend. 


lips, president of the 


day (13). 





In view of the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees’ 
jurisdictional threat, the Associated Actors 
will probably send two or three delegates to the annual American 
Federation of Labor convention in Houston 

Four As has hitherto always sent a single 
but feels at least one additional representative might be needed this 
Expected that Frank Gillmore, persident, will go and either 
one or two representatives from the Screen Actors’ Guild. The Four 


Decision will be made Monday (12) when the Four As national 
board holds its first meeting of the fall. 
SAG, Leo Fischer of the American Guild of Musical Artists, and 
Henry Jaffe, attorney for several of the groups, are expected to at- 
All have been on the Coast. 

Four A’s session will also consider the charges filed by the Amer- 
ican Federation of Actors a couple of months ago against Tom Phil- 
3urlesque Artists’ Assn. 
up that case at Monday’s meeting. 
confab is the matter of Four As’ participation in the second con- 
vention of the American Theatre Council, skedded to open the next 


and Artistes of America 


beginning Oct. 3. 
spokesman to the confab, 


Mrs. Florence Marston of 


It is hoped to clean 
Also slated for discussion at the 








ehman Backed Opera-on-Wheels 





Big B’way Year 





(Continued from page 49) 


Daughter.” How much coin is rep- 
|! resented in all the above shows is 
|anybody’s guess, but estimating it 


lon the basis of an average of $25.,- 
| 000 per production, it reaches $600,- 
000. 

Explaining the sudden splurge to- 
ward lavish production after sev- 
eral notoriously lean seasons is an- 
other matter for unlimited guess- 
work. However, scene designers 
land costumers offer a number of 
theories in that connection. One is 
that with the New York World’s Fair 
scheduled for next spring, managers 
| figure that spectacles will be likely 
ito get the attention of out-of-town- 
ers. Visitors, it is explained, are 
|always partial to musical 
| particularly the big ones. 


Freer Coin 
Another possible explanation ad- 





shows, 


| Both 


vanced is that Wall Street money | 
| for Broadway production is more 
plentiful this season than in pre-| 


vious years, particularly for elabo- 
rate shows, such as musicals. Fur- 
ther suggested that the example of 
ithe Federal Theatre, which has 
staged a number of shows thought 
too big for commercial manage- 
ment, may have had some influence. 
Also, the legit theatre has found 
it must compete with Hollywood for 
audience attention and that such 
pictures as ‘Marie Antoinette,’ and 
so on, have accustomed showgoers 
to lavish displays. 

The masterminding on the Fair is 
that the midway will get a quickie, 
but that they’ll be domiciled in the 
| hotels around midtown Manhattan; 
| that the first things the visitors must 
| do is eat (ard drink) when they 
| check into town, and of course thé 


| 





| theatres and night life must benefit | 


| accordingly. 


| No more preview visitors are 


| allowed inside the New York World’s | 


| Fair grounds on Flushing Meadow. 
Last spring the gates were closed 
| ex cepting on Saturday afternoon and 
| Sunday, when public was admitted 
| at 25c fee. This has been eliminated 
because of desire on part of various 
coniractors to speed construction. 
Partial stalling of work resulted 
from strike extending over six weeks 
and contractors, with union pacts, 
now are using every moment to 
make up lost time. 

Despite this there is now talk of 
permitting some sort of ‘preview 


bers, who have a charter in the ; drive-through’ concession two or 

union. IATSE was slated to take in| three months before the exposition 

TMAT with an arrangement which | °PeMs on Sundays. This would be to 

showed a healthy profit. ‘The Show would have given the show crowd) CUrTy interest of out-of-towners, in 
Is On,’ which was still in the big autonomy but that plan went awry, Wn over the weekend. 

gross class at the start of last sum-| When the managers signed up. Such arrangement would be for 

mer, dropped out after a few weeks. | TMAT seemed to lose all interest in| SMall fee, with no parking of cars or 

Various reasons have been ad- | whatever support IATSE promised. walking on grounds allowed. Idea 

vanced for the sad legit business this Too rapid expansion brought 

ummer. Mid-July started it with; about TMAT’s financial troubles. 

record temperatures, which have Its row with IATSE appears to have 


subsided only slightly since. 
Doubted that the fast-spreading 
| strawhat theatres have hurt Broad- 
way legit to any extent. Most sum- 
mer business in New York is reputed 
to come from vacationing out-of- 
; towners, who presumably wouldn't 
stay away from Broadway lezits be- 
cause of stock companies in their 
| home localities. Possible, however, 


been somewhat tempered in- 
dicated by the appearance of Browne 
on the committee. Latter is said to 
have been most friendly to TMAT 
since Green’s selection of the com- 
mittee. Suggestion that TMAT be- 
come attached to the Associated Ac- 
tors and Artistes of America, which 
takes in the actor-artist unions, has 
not been acted on but the commit- 
tee may make such a recommenda- 
crease summer grosses on the road., tion. 


as 


seems feasible because of tremendous 
drawing population near New York, 


in Jersey and on Long Island, all 
within a radius of a few miles. 
Apart from the obvious benefit to 
shows, bars, cafes and niteries, the 
knowledge that boat lines, for ex- 
ample, which took liners off Canal 
service, from the Coast, are re- 
instating them, all points to what | 
tourism should mean to New York. 


The Grace Line. for one, is putting 
four South Amerizan coastal liners 
back into the passenger service from 
California to New York. 


Would Use Recordings; Unions Nix 


Proposed opera-on-wheels, which 
the Lehman banking clan is angel- 
ing, is mired in union troubles, 
Unless difficulties with the musi- 
cians’ union, the stagehands and the 
American Guild of Musical Artists 
are ironed out, the southern tour this 


fall and winter may have to be 
cancelled. 

Union objections to the plan is 
based on the fact that the opera 
company would use recorded or- 


chestral and choral music and elimi- 
nate stagehands. Figured the outfit 
could get along without the musi- 
cians, but the ban by AFMA and the 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees is likely to keep 
the company in the barn. 

Importance of the AGMA and 
IATSE angles is that the singers, 
which the company has signed and 
hopes to use, are members of the 
Musical Guild, while the director, 
Felix Brentano, belongs to IATSE. 
groups have declined to per- 
mit their members to work with the 
company. Bradford Mills, manager 
of Opera-on-Tour, Inc., claims the 
troupe will go out in October as 
previously scheduled, 

According to Mills, he’s had no 
official word from either the musi- 
cians or stagehands regarding their 
attitude toward the opera-on-wheels 
plan. Concerning AGMA, he says 
that outfit has made an exception to 
its rule against companies using 
recorded music and has given per- 
mission to its singers to fulfill their 
contracts with the company. 

AGMA bluntly contradicts that 
statement, saying that at a meeting 
only last week Mills was told defi- 
nitely that no AGMA member would 
be allowed to sing with the troupe. 
AGMA claims the contracts signed 
by its members with Opera-on-Tour, 
Inc., were signed after the union 
passed its ruling against recorded 
music outfits. AGMA will positively 
not permit any of its members to 
sing with the troupe as long as it 
uses recorded music, it’s stated. 

Meanwhile, an effort is being made 


| to persuade Oyera-on-Tour to ex- 


pand its scheme to include choruses, 
an orchestra and stagehands. Under- 
stood the company has already spent 


| several thousands of dollars for the 


| production, 
| the 
| believe 


|and regular stage crew the 


AGMA, 
IATSE 
addition 
music 
enture 
could be turned into a success. 

Company’s recorded orchestral 
and choral music was made by Sir 
Thomas Beecham in London. Idea, 
to which the unions object, is to use 
that as a background, with live 
singers as principals. Only opera the 
outfit has at present is ‘Faust.’ 
Vladimir Shatitz, who is announced 
to conduct the venture, is credited 
with originating the’ 
live-recorded opera in Russia several 
At that time, in 
to recorded choral and 
music, projected scenery (flashed on 
the stage in the manner of film 
projection) was used 


costumes, eic. 
music union and 
that with the 


of live choral and orchestral 


combination 
vears ago. addition 
sctral 


cle 


orche 


‘Package’ for B’way 
Los Angeles. Sept. 6 
Percival Montague will produce 
‘Surprise Package,’ by E. S, Chester, 
in New York this fall, with Dave 
Gould directing. 


Play was presented two years af£0 
iat the Spotlight theatre here. 
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‘Susan’ Grabs Big $21,000 in L. A. 


Despite Election, Strike; ‘Pins’ 8G 





San Francisco, Sept. 6. 


Although the town was in the 
midst of a hotly-contested state elec- 
tion and suffering from a strike, 
which has tied up most of the city’s 
warehouses, Gertrude Lawrence 
managed to do another good week at 
the Curran, where she played the 
fourth and next-to-last stanza of 
‘Susan and God’ last week. Play is 
good for several more weeks but 
Miss Lawrence is due in Los Angeles, 
where ‘Susan’ is slated for three 
weeks. 

‘Pins and Needles’ suffered a drop 
in the fourth stanza. ‘Alien Corn’ 
folded at the Alcazar last Friday (2) 
after customary two weeks’ stretch. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Pins and Needles,’ Geary (1,550: 
$2.20) (4th week). Biz fell off a bit 
more than anticipated last week 


with take dropping to $8,000. Labor 
trouble in town is given the reason 
for the drop. Company will play one 
more week and will then jump to 
Seattle where ‘Pins’ will sun a week. 
When word was received by the 
company of the picketing of the the- 
atres in Portland, where it was to 
play, ‘Pins’ outfit cancelled engage- 
ment there. Labor Stage has a clause 
in its contract which gives it the 
right to Cancel any engagement in a 
city where the theatre, in which it’s 
being booked, is picketed. 


‘Susan and God,’ Curran (1,771; 
$2.75) (4th week). Gertrude Law- 
rence is still the big fave here. 


Fourth week did $21,000, about the 
same as previous stanza. 
WPA 


,S 








| one-nighters 


‘Alien Corn,’ Alcazar (1,269; $1.10) 


(2d week). 
weeks. 
George Milton Savage, preemed at 
the Alcazar last night (Monday). 


BERKSHIRE PLAYHOUSE 
UP 207, IN BIZ OVER 37 


Stockbridge, Mass., Sept. 6. 

The Berkshire Playhouse, which 
closed its llth season Sept. 3, with 
Jane Cowl in ‘Road to Rome,’ did 
20% better business in 1938 than in 
1937. No deficit has been incurred 
since William Miles took over man- 
agement. 

‘Rome’ played an extra matinee, 
business being second only to that 
done with ‘Susan and God,’ featur- 
ing Violet Heming, during one of the 
Berkshire Music Festival weeks. 


9 B’way Hits Set by Pitt 
ATS; Up Subscriptions 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 6. 














Although Nixon theatre hasn't yet | stage: 


announced an opening for legit sea- 
son, six American Theatre Society 
subscription plays have already been 
set for the impressive lineup. Shows 


Folded after two good | 
‘See How They Run,’ by Dr. | 





Road Legit Totals 


Estimated total grosses 
last rrr ee 
(Based on three shows) 
Total grosses same week 
Haat YEAT. ccoccccccess $24,008 
(Based on two shows) 


TALU MILD 86 
TRIM L.A. RUN 


—__—» 














Los Angeles, Sept. 6. 
Decision to limit the engagement 
of Tallulah Bankhead in her new 
opus, ‘I Am Different,’ to two weeks 
instead of planned three at the Bilt- 


more, has the house dark for cur- | 


rent stanza, awaiting arrival (12) of 
‘Susan and God,’ coming here from 
San Francisco, 

Interest in the Bankhead play 
eased off sharply after first few 
days of the engagement, despite con- 
siderable rewriting. Opus does four 
this week, then goes 
into the Curran, Frisco, for a brief 
Stay. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘I Am Different,’ Biltmore (CD- 
1,656: $2.75) (2d-final week). Couple 
|of heavy matinees helped final 


| week’s take of $8,000, which is not so 


| Queensboro, Elmhurst, L. I. will be day). 


| 
| 
| 


| 


hot. 
WPA 

‘Having Wonderful Time,’ Holly- 
wood Playhouse. Gct under way (2) 
for limited run. 

‘Run, Little Chillun,’ Mayon. Con- 
tinues to attract favorable trade and 
comment. 


L. L THEATRE TO OPEN 


WITH ‘ROAD’ TOURISTS 


First legit show to play the 
the road company of “Tobacco Road, 
featuring John Barton, uncle of 
James Barton, the show’s Broad- 
way company star, to open Mon- 
day (12), House is being operated 


by John J. Livingston and will be 


| made part of the ‘subway circuit,’ 


} 


| 
| 


slated are ‘Amphitryon 38’ and ‘Sea | 


Gull,’ on a split week; ‘Of Mice and 


interest in neighborhood showings at 


' 
' 
' 


| season is 


PHILLY SEASON SLOWS 


AFTER - FAST START 


Philadelphia, Sept. 6. 
Unless the completely unexpected 
happens, Philadelphia’s 1938-39 legit 
going to duplicate ast 
|year’s getaway procedure. Early 
opening of Max Gordon’s ‘Sing Out 
| the News’ Aug. 29 at the Forrest and 
/announcement that the Erlanger 
| would relight Labor Day with Noel 
Coward’s one-act play cycle, ‘Tonight 
at 8:30,’ raised general hopes that 
there would be plenty of activity 
throughout September. However, 
Coward engagement has been pushed 
back to Sept. 26, and no 
have been announced for 
Shubert houses, Forrest, 

and Locust, until Oct. 3. 
Latest word is that ‘Sing Out the 


bookings 
the three 
Chestnut 


News’ may be held for a third week 
at the Forrest, but even that will 
leave a two-week gap before local 
preem of George M. Cohan’s ‘I'd 
Rather Be Right.’ Biz hasn't been 
any too healthy for ‘Sing Out the 
News’ despite fine press and mod- 
erately cool weather. Show has 


been getting plenty of doctoring 
with a drastic rearrangement of acts 
due to take place this week. 


Eddie Dowling’s drama_ tryout, 
‘Madame Capet,’ is set for the 
Locust’s bow Oct. 3 and Dwight 
Deere Wiman’s new musical show 
| ‘Great Lady,’ is due at the Chest- 
nut the same week. After three 


weeks of the Coward one-acters, the 
| Erlanger figures on a tryout with 
| Jane Cowl. 


Richards, Leon Janney 


Plan Long Island Strawhat | 


Stanley Richards and Leon Jan- 


|ney will operate a summer theatre | 


'on Long Island next year. 

Janney will direct and Richards, 
|formerly with Shubert office, will 
|produce and manage. Theatre will 
probably be near the World’s Fair, 
Flushing, though definite site hasn't 
been selected as yet. 


_ Roanoke’s ‘Colony’ Finale 


Charlotte, N. C., Sept. 6. 
The season’s final performance of 
Roanoke Island’s drama, “The Lost 
Colony,’ was held last night (Mon- 





| 
} 
| 





| 


| 
} 
| 


It was its 4lst performance |ranking Broadway 


—s 


Broadway Speeds Up with Season 
Opening Next Week; ‘Can't’ Spurts 
Despite Film as 15 Shows Rehearse 





B’way Legit Totals 


Estimated total grosses 
a re $80,600 
(Based on nine shows) 

Total grosses same week 
last year 
(Based on 


DRAMATISTS 10 


$82,000 


eight shows) 











+ en 


Broadway managers stepped on 
the gas during the past two weeks 
and the New York World's Fair sea- 


son of 





JUDGE STATUS 
OF PRIESTLEY 


Dramatists’ Guild council will meet 


tomorrow (Thursday) to consider 
the case of J. B. Priestley, whose 
deal with Gilbert Miller for a Broad- 
Been 


is a violation of the 


| way production of ‘I Have 
Before,’ 
Guild’s rules. 
Guild, Priestley 


deal with Miller, who is a non-sig- 


Here 
As a member of the 
is not permitted to 


natory to the minimum basic agree- 


ment. 

| Still not indicated what action the 
| Guild will take against Priestley, or 
leven that it will take any at all. It 
|may be that the Guild will merely 
‘hold punishment against the play- 
| wright in apeyance, as it did last 
|spring against Frederick Lonsdale 
(under similar circumstances. On 
ithe other hand, Priestley is pre- 
isumed to have made the deal with 
|Miller after being warned by the 
; Guiid, so the council is likely to be 
|more severe with him than with 
| Lonsdale. 

| Real object of any Guild action, 
|of course, would be Miller, the only 
manager who 


| this summer and the 83d since it|has refused to sign the minimum 


| was inaugurated in 1937, as a part | basic agreement. t 
| of the celebration of the 350th an- | may find it hard to deal with Miller, 
of it is 


| niversary of the settlement 
| Roanoke. 
| Approximately 50,000 


| came to the island to see the show 
| this year, 


pop prices having been revived last | 


season, 

Boxoffice staff is Frank Frayer and 
Bob Howard. Department heads back 
William Stoft, carpenter; 
Dominick Fox, props and Ike Russell, 
electrician. There is a theatre party 
department, handled by Gertrude 
Miick, 


Men, ‘Our Town,’ ‘Golden Boy,’ | Pitt Plavhouse to Open 


Guild-Mercury production of 
Kings’ and probably, although still 
to be definitely slated, ‘On Borrowed 
Time.’ 

In past, subscriptions have been 
of several tryouts, Pittsburgh crowd 
being wary of new shows. Coming 
season’s schedule, however, reveals 
only one of these, ‘Five Kings,’ 
others all tried successes, accounting 
— increased pre-season advance 
sale, 


far are Katharine Cornell's 
and Miriamne,’ ‘I’d Rather Be Right,’ 


‘Five | 





| open 
slow coming due to presence on list | F 


Season with Lewis Play 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 6. 
Pittsburgh Playhouse season will 
Oct. 25 with Sinclair Lewis’ 
‘It Can’t Happen Here.’ Play se- 
lected by Director Frederick Bur- 
leigh because of its success this sum- 


'mer at Cohasset, Mass., where Bur- 


| Dean for fifth successive year. 


‘Herod | 


leigh served as an aide to Alexander 
Six 
other shows will be produced, among 


Only other shows definitely set so |them ‘Tonight at 8:30,’ probably star- 


ring Polly Rowles, former screen 
|player, and the usual annual mu- 
sical. 


“What a Life’ and the inevitable ‘To- | 


bacco’ Road,’ 
‘steenth time. 


coming back for 





Future Plays 


‘Window Shopping,’ by Louis 
Schecter and Norman Clark, will be 
placed in rehearsal next week by 
Thomas Kilpatrick. Bertrand Rob- 
inson to stage. 

‘Oh, Say Can You See’ will be 
Anne Nichols’ first venture of the 
season as an associate of Martin 
Broones. 

‘People Like Us,’ a new play by 
George Salvatore and Jo La Gattuta. 
is skedded to arrive Sept. 16 at the 
Bayes theatre and marks the debut 
of the New Actors Group into the 
Broadway field. 

‘Heaven Can Wait,’ comedy by 
Harry Segall, has been purchased by 
Richard Doran and Charles H 
Seiter, who plan a late October pro- 
duction. 


| 


Another likely candidate is a new 
play called ‘His Brother’s Keeper’ 
by Tom Wilmot of Pittsburgh, who 
appeared in a couple of Playhouse 
productions last season. It would be 
the first time Playhouse has ever 
gone in for an original. Wilmot was 
formerly © Joe Penner radio 
scripter. 


Current Road Shows 


(Week of Sept. 5) 


‘Golden Boy,’ Brighton, 
Beach, N. Y 
‘I Am Different’ 


Brighton 


(Tallulah Bank- 


head), Auditorium, Santa «Barbara 
(7): Auditorium, Sacramento (10) 

‘Pins and Needles,’ Geary, San 
Francisco. 

‘Sing Out the News,’ Forrest 
Philadelphia 

‘Susan and God’ (Gertrude Law- 


rence). Curran. San Francisco 


‘What a Life,” Wilbrrr, Bosto: 


| enough 


Younger Group in Equity Council 
Say Too Much Attention to WPA 


While the Guild 


understood the council has 


lasked its attorneys to attend tomor- 


tourists | row’s meeting, indicating it contem- 


| plates steps against the producer as 


well as against Priestley, 


The younger and more energetic | 


Equity’s council are 
planning another housecleaning in 
ithe organization, They are not part 
of the so-called radical group, which 
has quieted down to a_ whisper. 
Feeling pervades that too much at- 


members of 





Parnell Thomas, of New Jersey, had 
insisted that the FTP is a ‘hotbed of 
communism’ and he warned those 
who made denials that they would 
be forced to disprove the ‘mass of 


| evidence in the committee’s posses- 


tention has been given the minority | 


which is on 
consideration 
other matters. 

Known that the Federal Theatre 
Project people, who are members of 
Equity, have demanded and secured 
Equity support for the past two 
years or more. The pink slip has 
been a matter of importance, but in 
the last analysis was found to have 


group, 
afforded to 


been exaggerated. Such _letouts 
were comparatively few and now 
the keen observers in Equity want 


to know about those who have not 
gone on the Federal payrol!, but 
who need protection even more than 
the WPA-ers. 

Complaints Received 


Declared that despite the numer- 


ous complaints for the relief end of 
the membership, they are earning as 
much, or more, annually than 
plenty of others who are supposedly 
getting yood = salaries. In other 


words, the $250 per week player may 
' k a fe weeks in an in-between 
ou id the end of the season 
himself in no better financial 
tion than people on WPA, who 

ire paid for 52 week 
Overemphasis of the WPA and o! 
Equity was brought out, too, be- 

e of charges before the congre 

( ( ttee estigating un 
Ameri Representative J 


relief, and not} 


sion.’ 
Discuss Casting Agents 
Another question that Equity will 
probably consider concerns the cast- 
ing agents. It’s most difficult for 


who can deliver, must work through 


those who are recognized and with | 


whom they must split commissions. | 

Some time ago Equity changed its | 
agency rules but players feel that | 
the newer, aspiring agents be given 
more leeway and they also say that | 


the deadwood among the agents 
should be dropped because such of- 
fices are living on the efforts of the | 
newer people who can deliver en- 
gagements. According to indications 
Equity will completely revise the 
agency regulations but will probably 
maintain a 5% limit on fee There 
are some agencie which are per- | 
mitted to collect 10% per week for 
a limited period and others for the 


length of the engagement, but the 
latter must guarantee at least 20 
week work per season and are 
classed a managers rather than 
caste! Few permits of the latter 
are t 1 it understood tha’ 
Eg i 1 not ie more of the 
o-€ e A permit Some 
‘ held n permits, vol- 
rily ed ( back after 
losing heavily on the guarantees dur- 
the period when legit \v on | 
‘ 7 grade | 


| 


' 
| if weather 


|any newcomer to secure an agency 
| permit with the result that hustlers, 


| (34th 


1938-39 was on. There are 15 
shows in rehearsal, largest number 
in years for early September. Most 
of those readying the first flight of 
attractions are prominent producers, 
Actually the eason opens next 
week wher three premieres are 
carded 

Cool cleal weather ove Labor 
Day meant strong attendance to 
holdovers, all of which are staying, 
as indicated early in August. Nearly 


‘all played a matinee Monday (5) 
| because of the holiday and most sold 
|} out. Lines formed at the boxoffices 
|} in the morning, there being an in- 
flux of visitors to match the exodus 
| of localites. 

Standout in business Monday night 
} was ‘You Can't Take It with You,’ 
| which moved from the Booth to the 


Imperial, latter having twice the ca- 
pacity of the former. Despite the 

lowing of the film version of ‘Can’t’ 
at the Music Hall, the stage version 
| sold out Excellent attendance is 
| credited to the lowering of the scale 
| to $1.65 top. Show will probably 


| tour soon regardless of the picture, 
| the Imperial being due to get a 
musical during the fall. 

‘I Married an Angel’ drew more 
standees at the matinee than at any 
| previous performance, It did around 
| $27,600 last week and should hold up 
even in the face of incoming new 
musicals, 

‘Shadow and Substance’ is jn its 
last four weeks. It moves from the 
Golden to the Plymouth next Mon- 
day, to be followed by the revival of 
‘Lightnin’. Other debuts for the 
coming week are ‘Come Across,’ at 
the Playhouse, and ‘Once Upon a 
Night,’ Cort. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Bachelor Born,’ Lyceum (33d 
week) (C-957-$3.30). Climbing and 
may extend well into fall; business 
$5,000 and satisfactory. 

‘I Married an Angel,’ Shubert 
(18th week) (M-1,367; $4.40). Clean- 
up musical holding to virtual capac- 
ity all performances and_ takings 
were quoted at $27,600. 

‘On Borrowed Time,’ 


| 


Longacre 


(32d week) (D-1,019; $3.30). Ane 
nounced to stick indefinitely with 
pencilled road time set back; up- 


ward trend, $9,000. 

‘Our Town,’ Morosco (32d week) 
(D-961-$3.30). Another of past sea- 
son’s clicks that continues to draw 
good grosses; $8,500; may stick until 
late fall; resumed Monday night. 

‘Shadow and Substance,’ Golden 
(31st week) (D-789; $3.30). In final 
four weeks; will move to Plymouth 
rk Monday (12) for getaway weeks; 
over $7,000 again, okay for small cast 
drama. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest 
week) (C-1,107; $1.65). As indicated, 
run leader is staying into another 
season and length of run indefinite; 
$5,000, which provided fairly good 
profit 

‘What a Life,’ Biltmore (22d week) 
(C-991; $3.30). Road company has 





(248th 


opened in Boston, with original 
slated well into new season; has been 
bettering $6,000 and making some 


coin right along. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ Im- 
perial (9lst week) (C-1,468-$1.65). 
Moved here from Booth Monday (5) 


and started with capacity house; 
lowered scale counting; got $6,500 
but can double that here this week 


remains cool. 





Added 
‘Pins and Needles,’ Labor Stage 
(40i:h week) (R-500: $2.75). Labor 
unionists, with amateur players in 


intimate revue, still riding high and 
indefinite stay announced; $6,000, 
which is plenty for this one. 
WPA 
‘One-Third of a Nation,’ Adelphi 
week} 
‘Haiti,’ Daly's 


Muny Theatre, St. Louis, 
Hit $460,000 for Season 


(28th week). 


St. Louis, Sept. 6 

With a take of approximately 
$460,000 for 85 of the 87 skedded 
performances in the al fresco theatre 
in Forest Park, the Municipal The- 
dtre Assn. finished its 20th consecu- 
tive season in the black Threat of 
rain on the last night held the ate 
tendance down but | j it per- 
lormance vecn t tne eason would 
have been fir ed in the red, 

Total CASO! ittendance wa 764,- 
131 Last ye l-time record of 
774.958 was hur up with 86 pere 
formanes but 1938 was the second 
best seaso: mn the history of the 
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asstie : ! Ore ’ (Simon & Schuster, Sept. 
Brooklyn Eagle Fires 32 | with a few and it’s explained that | NEW PERIODICALS freee Pog 
Brooklyn Eagle fired 32 em- the rest are to go to the bookstores) The American Woman, a | So what does mugg Frank Scully 
ployees, three of them new Guild D€Wwspapers for review, and the like.) mag, is under way by the Au sake do with time on his hands till then’ 
members, because of economy last! Actually, the remaining volumes are [International Publishing Co., li my | He runs for office. He runs for what 
week. Notice of dismissals was dumped into the nearest refuse re-|/to make its bow around me Ree he calls the lowest office in the low- 
given Guild in advance, in accord- ceptacle as the bookstores wont take year. The name is subject to pee oe est legislature in the land. He tries 
ance with Guild contract Dis- | them, even on consignment, nor wil Firm gets out an ae. Se the to beat an incumbent. California al- 
charges were in editorial, classified the newspapers bother reviewing Women of America, on goat 5 re ways votes for incumbents, so he 
and circulation departments. a. ian | BOCES “ee aa cele tries to beat an incumbent. Just a 
Guild contract with management Publisher does retain some copies many of the subjects. Response sé J poten 


expires end of year and negotiations 
for new one will start next month. 
Among grievances settled last week 
resulting from last year’s strike was 
reinstatement of Helen Worth in 


her old job of conducting advice 
column bearing her name. Frank 


D. Scroth is new publisher of sheet, 
replacing Preston Goodfellow. 


Syndicate Buys Printer’s Ink 
A syndicate, comprising officers 
and employees of Printer’s Ink, and 


headed by Roy Dickinson, president 
has purchased the controlling inte 
est in the New York advertising 
magazine from the estate of John 
Irving Romer and from M1 Kath- 
erine N. Romer. 

Neither change in personnel nor 


marked switch in editorial depart- 


ment is contemplated. 





Look-Life Circulation Battle 


Look getting set to battle Life for 
premier circulation among the pic- 


ture publications by moving its cir- 


culation department fron Des 
Moines, its headquarters, to New 
York. 


Preliminary to the move, Look has 
lured S. O. Shapiro from Macfadden 
to take charge of its circulation. 
Shapiro had been for some time In 
charge of circulation for Macfadden | 
Publications, and credited with get- 
ting True Story the biggest news- 
stand sales in the country. - 


2 Monthlies Go Quarterly 
Current mag trend is to the quar- 
terly, with two monthlies set to fol- 
low in the wake of Ballyhoo, and 
appear but four times a year. They 
are Modern Monthly and Partisan 
Review. 
Modern Monthly will be of much 
greater bulk as a quarterly but 
Partisan Review will stay as is 





New Omaha Weekly Tab 
Omaha Post, new weekly tab, will 
hit the streets for the first time Sept. 
16. Publisher David Blacker hopes | 
to go semi-weekly and finally to a 
daily within a year. 

James R. O'Hanlon, Jr., former 
city editor of Hearst’s now-defunct 
Omaha Bee-News, will handle edi- 
torial helm. Jake Rachman, Bee- 
News film critic and columnist, more 


recently with KOIL, Omaha, will 
handle films, radio and chatter 
column. 


New Specialized Book Pub 

New specialized book house is the 
Madison Publishing Co., with a 
limited number of non-fiction vol; 
umes skedded. Starter, according to 
Palma Madison, will b> a book by 
John Phocus, 

New firm has headquarters in heart 
of Times Square, one of very few 
book-publishing organizations in 
that location. 


‘Vanity Publisher’ Back 

The ‘vanity publisher’ is 
Means that some deluded, 
authors will pay money to 
inspirations in print. 

First vanity publisher in 
years has hung his hat in a New 
York public steno’s office. Hat, and 
his name on the public steno’s door 
along with about a dozen others, 
constitute the sole publishing or- 
ganization of this individual. 

Modus operandi is to send out 
glowing announcements of a new 
book publishing organization. News 
of the entry of another publisher 
will cause scribblers to dig up novel- 
length manuscripts turned down 
everywhere, and promptly send them 
to the new firm. Reply is, of course, 
that the script is sensational, but 
since the author is new, the pub- 


back. 
would-be 
see their 


some 


lisher is doubtful as to how the book | 


will be received. But the publisher 
will take a chance, providing the au- 
thor puts up half the cost of pub- 
lishing. 

Charge to the author for his sup- 
posed half-share of the publication 
cost is whatever the traffic will bear; 
sometimes as low as $500, and often 
as high as $5,000. Price in each case, 
however, more than covers the 
manufacturing cost of the few hun- 
dred copies of the book. 

Vanity publisher managers to get 
a few more dollars from the scrib- 
‘bler in other ways: A copyright fee 
is one item, that being many times 
the actual cost. Then there are also 
press-agent charges, etc. 

Author is shown the pile of books 
when the volumes come back from 
the printer. Is graciously presented 


_ 


| tic 


| likely to get calls for the prospect's 


to send to the picture producers, | to 
with the author previously signed to to 
a contract giving the publisher 50% 
of the film rights. 


nave been sufficiently gratifying 
warrant preparations. Authors 
International Publishing Co. issues a 
number of publications, including 
'the American Advertiser and World 
Trade Review, all under the editor- 
ship of Archer Leslie Hood, who will 


‘Company Union’ Ruling 


Labor headache for Hollywood likewise guide the new mag. 
Citizen-News was induced Friday Metropolitan Sports Review and 
(2) when the National Labor Rela- | vy. rieties of Sports and Amusement 
tions Board urdered Harlan G. Pal-| 2.6 to compete with The Sports 

rag’s publisher, to dissolve his| sampler, Both to bow in around 
‘company union’ and further directed | 4.4 1 with former to be published 
1 secret ballot election must be con-|},. anthony Fiduccia, who operates 
lucted within 45 days among all em- an imber of New York skating rinks, 
ployees of the composing room, tO | jatter by the newly-formed Sussex 
etermine whether they want to Join | publishing Co. Latter headed by 
ip with the Los Angeles Typograph- J. Richard Bronson and Arthur H 
cal union, local no. 174, of the | pienenstock. Like The Spor.s Sam- 
American #ederation of Labor, pler, proposed new mags will con- 
Charged that a membership drive | tain coupons for free admissions to 


by the AFL bac in February, 1937, 


various sports events. Mag ties up 
was upset by Palmer and that em- 


with the sports events operators for 


ployees were later ‘flattered’ into exploitation. Metropolitan Sports 

| joining unaffiliated Citizen-News Review will sell for around $1 a 
Welfare Assn., which eventually was | oony with buyer getting, among 
incorporated ~~, Printing T ‘ades other things, around $25 worth of | 
apt age er ng ile gos Dae admissions to a variety of sports 
Phel ni a ye sed toch the events. Price of Varieties of Sports 
sina ‘who allegedly attacked the ences pacer vom in a gc = 
AFL and soft-soaped the workers will approximate that of the other. 


Views and Reviews is skedded for 


into shifting to the company union Nov. 1 


issuance 
point of view. 


It's proposed as a 


| Reader's Digest or radio, printing 
ha ok |pertinent speeches made on_ the 
Rowswell Turns Columnist lradio throughout the country. 


‘Rosey’ Rowswell, who in the past 
couple of months has become well 
known in Pittsburgh as a result of 
his broadcasts of Pittsburgh Pirates Washington, is pocket-size. 
baseball games, has just been signed| Pictorial publications, small-sized, | 
by the Hearst Sun-Telegraph to con-| said to be new to this country but 
tribute a daily column. It’s a letter | reputedly popular abroad, notably in | 
addressed to Aunt Minnie, a fictional | the German-speaking countries, will | 
character Rowswell has popularized | be introduced to America by a new 
in his torch-carrying for the pen-/| organization, East and West Pub- | 
nant-bound Pirates. |lishing Co. Sponsors Ernst K. Fa- | 

Rowswell at one time m.c.’d Harry 


bisch, Martin Fuchs and Georg M. | 
Reser program over NBC for a bev-| Goldberg, temporarily keeping the | 


Thomas Stevenson, publisher, is 
former publisher of Broadcast Re- 
porter. Mag, being published in 


! 
| 
| 


erage account and for years has been | exact nature of their publications 
in demand as toastmaster and after-| under wraps. Trio have had pub- | 
dinner speaker. This is his first stab | lishing experience abroad and are 


at a newspaper stint. familiar with the type of publica- | 
tions they are to introduce here. | 

Comedy and This Season’s Cook- | 
book are new quarterlies to be added 
to the Dell list. Comedy, compila- 
tion of jokes and gags, will hit the} 
stands Oct. 1, while Cookbook is 
ready now. Victor Bloom editing 
Comedy, and Marjorie Deen in the 





Hit Pic Services ‘Misrep’ 

A photographic service, which al- 
legedly has buffaloed the public into | 
believing that it is connected with 
the Associated Press and that its 
photos will be used by the New York 


Times and other prominent dailies, | editorial chair for the cookbook. 
resulted Monday (5) in a preliminary | Mrs., femme counterpart of Dell’s | 
spanking by the Federal Trade Com- | Mr., will definitely appear end of 


mission with threats of further dras- 
action unless the outfit backs 
down. carried like a handbag. 
Associated News Photographic | 
Service, Inc., New York, has flattered | 
prospective purchasers into believing | 
that newspapers are anxious to have | National Dog Magazine, which quit 
their pictures, FTC charged, repre- | Publishing some time ago, will be re- 
senting that they take pictures of | Vived by Alexander P. Uptegraff. 
prominent persons for use in the | Former publisher was Hugh Patrick 
trade and daily press; that the pros- | Kelly, with publication offices in 
pect’s picture is wanted by the New | Rockefeller Center. Uptegraff has 
York Times and other newspapers, taken quarters in downtown Manhat- 
and that the Associated News is | tan. National Dog Magazine is one 
|of a number of such periodicals, 
| most important of the others being 
Said to be carried on by Blackstone | Dog World, Dog News, Dog Craft 
Studios, Inc., N. Y., and Leo Fried, | and Dogdom., 
prexy, and William Shapiro, vice- | The Atlantic Presents, a digest mag, 
prexy, of both organizations. |is being tried by Atlantic Monthly 
Racket reported even to include | Co., which gets out the monthly of 
use of purported ‘press cards’ by rep- | that name. A full-sized periodical, 
resentatives of the two photo ser- | in contrast to the pocket size of the 
vices, according to complaints, and | usual digest, :t will cover a single 
‘exorbitant’ prices for pictures that | topical subject in each issue, with 
| never get into the papers. pros and cons to ve reproduced from 
Services and their head men must | all sources. 
answer charges within 20 days or re-| The Atlantic Presents will be fol- 
ceive a desist order from Uncle Sam. | lowed by a subtitle in even larger 
Squawks against the group point out | type describing the current subject. 
_ that they ‘do not have news connec- | Starter of The Atlantic Presents 
| tions as advertised and receive | deals with Mexico and is subtitled 
| practically no calls for news photo- ‘Trouble Below the Border.’ Mag 
graphs of individuals,’ | will be edited from New York, al- 
| though editorial offices of the At- 
| lantic Monthly are ia Boston. 
| Bull's Eye Detective Stories and 


this week. Novelty of Mrs. is that it 
will have a handle, with mag to be 


NEW MAGAZINES 


| picture.” Same misrepresentation is 


Pubs in Several Languages 


| Publication of books and maga- , “ . 
; : ee “eo All-American Football Magazine are 
zines in several languages, mostly hei : 
nominiiish. is oblect of a new Dube | ne PS OM OOF Fiction House, 
ehinn S cai i: ms Rr : whose mags now reach 10. Latter 
s organizatio ow Ping 
ning S . 9€1INS not a one-shot designed for the im- 


formed by Maurice Roger. Name of 
tie company will most likely be the 


minent football seasor, but will have 


Lirguist Publishing Co regular publication. Malcolm Reiss 
iv iS Ss . . 
: : . es . lediting the pair. 
Because of influx of literary emi- | si i 
gres, Roger believes much good writ- |! me 
ing in foreign antuages to be avail- A Mugg in Politics 
abl: for publication. Roger now VarIETY has a mugg on the west 


forming an editorial board. |}coast who followed Hannen Swaffer 


jas the paper’s prima donna abroad 





Charter to Rogers Co. and never got over it. When the 
Will Rogers Publications, Inc.. has paper gave him layoffs he _ wrote 
been chartered tv conduct publish- best-sellers and that had to be 


ing and printing business in New 
York, with a capital stock of $25,000, 
$1 par value. 

Directors are Spi M. Trent. George 
D. Weir, Jr., and Louis Isquith. Each 
holds one share. 


stopped by putting him back on the 
payroll. 

Recently he took a sabbatical from 
his mugging labors on the Coast in 
order to write a fourth ‘Fun in Bed’ 

|} book called ‘Just What the Doctor 


He gets a string of indorsements 
that reads like a telephone book. 
Every candidate uses endorsements. 
But Candidate Scully goes out of his 


way to print a list of organizations | 


which have not indorsed him, fin- 
ishing up with ‘The Neutral Thou- 
including Hitler, Chandler, 
Girdler and the Mikado.’ 
week he went on the arr, 
the little Galli sisters singing 
‘The Voting Class Is Getting Sore’ 
as his theme to the music of 
‘Funiculi, Funicula.’ Then he trotted 
out J. P. McEvoy, Jim Tully, Paul 
Gerard Smith, Dorothy Parker and 
Lewis Browne. Only Dottie Parker 
couldn’t get away from her studio. 
So Mrs. Scully doubled for Mrs. 
Parker-Campbell. Mrs. Scully has a 
Norwegian accent. It sounded as if 
Parker had gone Garbo. 

His last speech proclaimed that he 
had so many votes he 
the overflow to any candidates that 
needed them. When he finally won 
by less than 100 votes his alibi was 
that 
him at 


sands, 
Mussolini 
Last 


using 


, 
song 


his word and scooped 


buckets of his votes, nearly licking | 


him. They 
straight. 

Guy he licked was a Republican 
in a Republican stronghold. He had 
muscled into the Democratic column 
and had almost taken that too. But 
Scully stopped that. Now he has to 
meet the incumbent and lick him 
again in November, 

Just a mugg. 


played the gag-man 


LITERATI OBITS THIS WEEK 
Norman Etheredge Hamilton, 35, 


assistant publisher of the Portsmouth | 


(Va.) Star, died of a heart attack at 
his home in Portsmouth Aug. 31. He 
had been at his office the day pre- 
vious to the attack. He was the son 
of Representative Norman R. Ham- 
ilton (D), of Virginia, and had been 
associated with the Star for the last 
three years. Funeral services were 
conducted in Portsmouth Sept. 2. 


Newell Bent, 65, author of ‘Ameri- | 


Polo’ and Boston insurance man, 
died Aug. 28 at his summer home in 
the Back Bay of Boston. Was a 
graduate of Harvard College. Ex- 
tremely active in golf, yachting and 
polo. Survived by a daughter and 
two sisters. Burial in Cambridge. 
Colonel Howard H. Derr, 74, a 
member of the Philadelphia Record 
editorial staff for 47 years, died at 
his home in Philadelphia 


an authority on Pennsylvania poli- 
| tics and was reputed to know every 
| politician of his day. He startéd on 
| the old Philadelphia Times in 1883, 
;and later was with the Call, the 
|News and Inquirer. He joined the 
| Record in 1890 and retired in May, 
| 1937. 


| 
| 


| Virginia Milmow, poet and author, 
| died last week in Atlanta after ill- 
|ness of several months. She suf- 
fered broken leg in fall during last 
Christmas, complications developing 
which caused her death. A native 
of London, England, she moved 
| with her parents, when a child, to 
| Rugby, Tenn. Burial was in At- 
|lanta. Two sisters and a brother 
survive, 

William S. Brazelton, 67, for 15 
| years editor of Winchester (Ky.) 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


T 
a 
he had been publishing The Chero- 
kee Independent for years. Burial 
V 
d 


aughters survive. 





| Reorg for Marine Book Pub 
Kennedy Bros., publishing house 


| specializing in marine books and | 
| mags, has been reorganized with 


name changed to Yachting Publish- 
ing Corp. 

Of the Kennedy brothers, James 
and John, who headed the firm, only 
former remains, as the new prez. H. 
L. Stone, editor for the concern, be- 
comes vice-prez and E. D, Grimm is 
the new treasurer. 

No change in policy under the new 
setup, except that the organization's 
mag, Yachting, will get a buildup. 





Ardis Smith’s Buff Switch 
Ardis Smith, drama and picture 
critic of the Buffalo Times, moved 
over in the same capacity to the Buf- 
falo Evening News Sept. 1. 
Formerly-owned Scripps-Howard 
Times is undergoing drastic retrench- 
ment policy under new ownership of 
George Lyons. Victor Knox, former 
picture critic of the News is out. 


was giving | 


the other candidates had taken | 
up | 


Sept. 4. | 
i Derr had gained prominence as 
| 


ruth and Herald, died last week of 
heart attack in Rome, Ga., where | editor of the N. Y. Daily News. 


vas in Rome. Widow, son and three | 


—==2 
CHATTER 

Robert McBride, the book pub. 

lisher, in Mexico. 

Doubleday, Doran has won back 
| Charles G. Norris. 

Helen Ware sold a story, ‘Two for 
the Money,’ to Colliers. 
| Upton Sinclair will be 60 when hig 
, 60th book is published this month. 
| Autobiog of Edna Ferber starts jn 
| the October Woman's Home Com. 

panion. 

Stanley Walker, editorial writer of 
| the N. Y. Herald-Tribune, is writing 
| a new novel, 

Quentin Reynolds ghosted that 
| Paul Whiteman all-American swing 
team in current Colliers, 

Budd Schulberg sold a short story, 


‘Proceed at Your Own Risk,’ to Col. 
liers and was asked for six more. 
Daniel Mainwaring’s new novel] 
‘Then There were Three,’ will be 
published by Morrow in October. 
After all those books, Max Miller 
has finally written a novel. And, of 
ccurse, it’s a story of the w iterfront, 
Dora Aydelotte in New York from 
New Hampshire to deliver a new 
novel to her publisher, Appleton. 


Century. a 

Charles G. Poore, assistant editor 
|of the New York Times Book Re. 
view, is shortly to have a book pub- 
lished himself. 

John O'Donnell, who covers Wash- 
|ington for the N. Y. Daily News is 


writing the life story of Supreme 


Court Justice Hugo L. Black 
League of American Writers will 
| host Theodore Dreiser at a dinner 


| Sept. 15 in New York. Proceeds to 
the American relief ship for Spain, 

Jim Crouch, Greenville, S. C.,, 
VARIETY mugg, has joined the staff of 
| Barron’s Advertising Agency there, 
as head of the copy writing depart- 
ment. 

Dispersal of the Covici-Friede staff 
continues, with George Joel going 
over to the rejuvenated Dial Press 
as an editor and in charge of pub- 
licity. 

Ernest Hemingway was in Chicago 
last week confabbing with Esquire- 


Ken publisher Dave Smart. Left 
jimmediately for New York and 
Spain, 


Claude Binyon has completed the 
captions for John Swope’s_ photo 
book on Hollywood. Swope’s pop is 
Gerald Swope. Random House pub- 
lishing. 


| George B. Turrell, Jr., associate 
editor of Country Life and The 
Sportsman, will marry Helen Elise 


Droste, of Garden City, on Sept. 10, 
at the Droste home. 

Mary Louise Mabie, who has just 
h. a novel, ‘Root of the Lotus,” 
nublished, is a daughter of Louise 
Kennedy Mabie, who contribs regu- 
lerly to the Sateve,ost. 

Story by Stanley G. Weinbaum in 
the December Thrilling Wonder 
Stories was completed by his sister, 
| Helen Weinbaum. Weinbaum, who 
did a heap of science fiction, died 
| before he could complete the tale. 

Charles Palmer, lyricist for 
Charley Henderson and Chuck Wal- 
cott, whose first short story appeared 
in the August Cosmopolitan, has re- 
peated with the sale of ‘Imperfect 
Lady’ to the same publication. Deal 
set by Elsie McKeough. 
| Gene Fowler, with the Mrs. and 
| Gene, Jr., a cutter at 20th-Fox stu- 
| dios, sail Sept. 14 from Los Angeles 
'to Fiji Islands on a holiday and to 
work. Due back on the Coast Dec. 
| 22. Doing a book on the Powder 
| River (Wyo.) cattle war. 
| Katharine Comly  Tailer, social 
| registerite and sister of the late Mrs. 
William Adee, who burned to death 
| when her Tuxedo, N. Y., home was 
destroyed by fire last month, now 
assisting Nancy Randolph, society 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Daniel Rochford, former Time mag 
associate editor and managing editor 
of Sportsman, has just published a 
16-page pictorial booklet for Lowell 
Thomas. Pamphlet describes com- 
mentator’s 2,000-acre real estate proj- 
ect at Quaker Lake, N. Y., near 
Pawling. 

Unless Ernest Hemingway finds & 
new producer for his play, ‘The Fifth 
|Column,’ very soon, play will be 
}among a collection of Hemingway 
pieces which Scribner's will publish 
in a single volume next month. 

Screen, stage and radio are repre- 


sented by three sections in ‘New 
York Pancrama,’ a 526-p: tome 
'compiled by the WPA Federal 


Writers Project, published by Ran- 
dom House. Practically every func- 
tid.. of the city is treated. A second 
volume is to be published this win- 
ter. 

T. D. Kemp, Jr., booking 
operating as Southern Attractions, 
Charlotte, N. C., has started a daily 
column, ‘Now,’ in the Charlotte 
(N. C.) Observer. Kemp conducted 
a column in the Observer for four 
years prior to 1936, when he resigned 
to go into the booking business. He 
i will continue to book. 


agent, 
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Broadway | 


Vinton Freedley’s new offices in| 
Radio City. 

Jack Curtis, agent, due east end of | 
this week. 

Sidney Howard is due from the 
Coast shortly. 

S N. Behrman returned last week 
from the Coast. | 

Horace McMahon in from Holly- | 
wood. Just visiting. 

Jeff Brophy has dropped 131 
pounds by dieting. Formerly weighed 
430 

Talk of the Rivoli going into a 
cabaret-theatre policy, possibly with ; 
the Shuberts interested. - 

Caspar Monahan, theatrical critic 
on the Pittsburgh Press, In town for 
brief vacation and to look over latest | 
shows. ; 

Warner Bros. golf tournament a 
Old Oaks, Purchase, N. Y., Sept. 16. 
Jerry Keyser chairman of arrange- 
ments. 

Finis Farr, Pedlar & Ryan agency 
radio scripter, has Sateveposted a 
piece on Sherman (Stork Club) Bill- 
ingsley. 

Bill McLaughlin, manager of 
Strand, Brooklyn, due back shortly 


| 


at his berth after being ill for two) 


months. 


John Joseph, Universal's advertis- | 


ing-publicity chief. back to the Coast 


after two weeks in New York for 


home office conferences. 

Stuart, Ames & James. Inc., Park 
avenue advertising and_ publicity 
firm. filed bankruptcy listing assets 
of $3.530 and liabilities of $12,755 

Ben Bernie flying to the Coast Fri- 


day to visit his son, Jason, now a/)| 


second asst. director to Gregory 
Ratoff at 20th. Hasn't seen him in 
a vear. 

Marie Armstrong. the first Mrs. 
Ben Hecht, now married to a Capt 
Essipoff, of Russia, is collabing with 
Joe Laurie, Jr.. on ‘Hollywood Call- 
ing.’ show biz play. 

St. Regis Roof distributes a leaflet 
illustrating how to do the Lambeth 
Walk. When Joe Rines strikes up, 
many of ‘em get up and try to follow 
from the throwaway herald. 

Ramon and Renita returned to 
New York last night (Tuesday) at 


the St. Regis after a year in Mexico | 


Citv and on the Coast. Just closed at 
Hotel Vista del Arrova. Pasadena. 

Ezra Stone, lead in ‘What a Life’ at 
the Biltmore. is making his second 
16mm. film, ‘While the Cat’s Away.’ 
Deels with what goes on in the 
George Abbott office when the boss 
isn’t there. 

First benefit of the season for the 
Stage Relief Fund will take place 
Sept. 18 with ‘Shadow and Sub- 
stance,’ at the Plymouth. where the 
show moves from the Golden next 
Monday (12). 

Marion L. Balderston. novelist, 
wife of playwright John Balderston, 
is due from Hollywood next Tuesday 


(13) and will sail immediately to | 


England to place her son in school. 
Returns at once. 

Tom Mead, who will be laid up for 
a month or more as result of auto 
accident, has a direct wire from his 
hospital bed to office in RCA build- 


ing. where he’s managing director of | 


Universal newsreel. 

Mary Raye and Naldi had the idea 
of bringing a nitery show downtown 
for the Hines ‘blue ribbon’ jury. Idea 
was nixed, although talesmen did 
come untown for a private screening 
of ‘Can’t Take It With You.’ 

Frisco fair officials plug their 
show by having ‘oe Di Maggio, 
Lefty Gomez and Frankie Crossetti 
wear arm bands proclaiming the 
Coast exposition. Trio’s from San 
Francisco or vicinity. 

Tyson-nited, Inc.. has changed its 
name to Tyson United Theatre & 
Overa Ticket Office. Inc.. and Tyson 
Theatre Ticket Bureau, Inc. has 
changed its name to M. D. Theatre 
Ticket Bureau, Inc.. filed in Albany. 


Sydney 


By Erie Gorrick 





Stuart F. Doyle exploiting ‘Son of 
the Sheik’ over own air network. 

Charles Munro and Johnny Glass 
back from western Australian chain 
probe for Hoyts. 

Percy Curtis co-operating with 
Greater Union in Brisbane exvloita- 
tion of ‘Mad About Music’ (U). 

Betty Balfour mav make one pic- 
ture for Cinesound during stay here. 
Another silent star, Alma Taylor, is 
currently visiting. 

Williamson-Tait will bring in re- 
vival of ‘Rose Marie’ here after Mel- 
bourne run. Just a filler whilst 
awaiting new attractions. 

Metro bringing in ‘Girl of the 
Golden West’ for own theatre and 
Ziving ‘Yellow Jack’ to Greater 
Union for chain run around. 

In the Melbourne nabes there are 
20 theatres solely devoted to Par 
and Metro product. Known In 
denendent Suburban Theatres 

Now that biz is brightening some- 
what in New Zealand for stage 
shows, Frank Neil is again transport- 
ing vaude-revue units from here for 
Tivoli. 

Charles Chauvel is said to have 
Suspended production on his ‘Thun- 
der Over the Desert’ picture owing 
to lack of finance by Expeditionary 
Films 

Leslie Holland, m.c. star of yester- 





{ 
| year, came out of retirement to play | 


his original role in ‘Belle of New 
York’ revival in Melbourne for Wil- 
liamson-Tait, 

Clarence Badger is handling radio 
production for the Macquarie net- 


work at its Pagewood studio. Orig- | 


inally came here to produce local 
pictures for National. 

Understood that the Victorian gov- 
ernment will not have any objection 
to night trotting next season. Just 


another headache to the nabes in’ 


whose territory the track will be lo- 
caied. 


Paris 


By Hugo Speck 


Noel Coward in town. 

Charles Trenet on tour. 

Harold Smith in Venice. 

Beatrice Wanger in from Riviera. 

Arthur Chadwick back to London. 

Edward Everett Horton in on va- 
cash. 

Reine Paulet injured in auto acci- 
dent. 

Andrew 
Toulon. 

Marlene Dietrich back from Cote 
d’Azur. 

Harry Salzman vacationing at St 
Tropez. 

Rosalind Russell here’ incognito 
with sister Mary Jane. 

Pierre Sandrini making plans for 
new Bal Tabarin revue. 

William S. Paley in on vacation 
and then off for Continental points 

Sheila Barrett in from New York 
on way to London to fill contract 
there. 

Opera gaining hold on U. S. public 
through radio, according to Wilfred 
Pelletier. 

Quatre Saison’s company rehears- 
ing ‘Le Bal de Voleurs’ for opening 
this month at Theatre des Arts. 

Milene Stravinsky. daughter of 
composer, making film debut in 
Charles Trenet’s picture, as singer. 

Mistinguett drumming old one 
again that she is going to appear in 
New York, this time at World’s Fair. 

French government constructing 
new radio station at Dijedida, near 
Tunis, to be one of the strongest 
in North Africa. 
| 


Engleman back from 





‘Non-Aryan’ 





(Continued from page 39) 


include people like Ralph Benatzky, | 


| Oscar Strauss, Dr. Robert Katscher, 
Fritz Rotter, Geza Herczig, Em- 
merich Kalmann, Paul Abraham, 
Hans Geiringer, Ralph Erwin and 
many others. 

Many of them are working in Hol- 
lywood, Elstree and Paris film stu- 
dios, others are working on shows 
on Broadway or in London. 
| Basically, all have the cultural 
sympathy of every liberal creator of 
music, or any of the other lively 
arts. Result is thus a sympathetic 
}as well as a political muddle. 
ASCAP feels that perhaps by mid- 
| October the Austrian society may 


/recognize the fact that contracts | 


| with non-Nazi writer-members have 
| been breached. If so, this would 
|; enable the composers to join any of 
| the other major performing rights 
societies, and thus benefit from their 
works. 


As things stand, the 


| writer in America, for example, 


created while in the U. S., since he’s 
basically a member of the Austrian 
Society. No writer can belong to 
more than one performing rights 
society. 

Another burn-up to the refugee 
tunesmiths is that even today, de- 
spite Nazidom’s allegation about not 
being ‘contaminated’ by non-‘Aryan’ 
composers’ music, their stuff is be- 
ing performed in Germany and Aus- 
'tria, as fits the convenience of the 
cultural dictators of the regime. In 
other words, if there’s a shortage of 
music, or if certain films require 
certain well-established themes, al- 
though known to be written by 
Jewish or non-‘Aryan’ writers, the 
authorities blind themselves to it 
until such time when another cir- 
cumstanee can permit them to be 
consistently adamant about the entire 
situation. 


The Austrian Society’s importance 
as a source of the world music 
may be gathered, further, from the 
fact that even before Hitler, the 
German Society's total income wa 
split 60° to the Austrian Society 
Vienna always was a greater cul- 
tural capital. Before ‘ ] 
many German tunesmiths became 
Austrian nationals, only to find the 
Nazi axis catching up with then 
Furthermore, the cream of Poli 
Swiss and Hungarian songwriter 


for many years, have been member 
of the Austrian Society, chiefly be- 
cause of the fact that Vienna wa 
so long the cultural centre of mid- 
European artistic endeavors. 


Viennese | 


can’t even benefit from the works | 








London 


Michael Balcon hes seven new pro- 
ductions scheduled at Ealing studios. 

Jack Ogden will have charge of 
advertising for Warners’ new thea- 
tre. 

E:ic Maschwitz’s ‘Paprika’ will be 
produced at His Majesty’s theatre 
| Sept. 15. 
| Columbia has arranged with Den- 
ham Studios to produce three quota 
pictures here, 

Cslin Gee (Cyril Gilmour) out as 
press director at the Palladium and 
Frank Shaw in. 

Brian Aherne hasn't yet recovered 
from his illness and is still at the 
American Hospital, Paris 

Roy Fox has had to cancel $70,000 
worth of contracts and go off to 
Switzerland for his health. 

Mae Wynn and Zella forming their 
own vaudeville unit, to be titled 
Anglo-American vaudeville unit. 

General Films’ production of ‘The 
Mikado’ will be completed two 
weeks under the budgeted time. 

Robert Messulam, representing Al 
Sherman Associates in United King- 
dom, to scout stories for Monogram. 

Metro has bought film rights to 
‘Death on the Table,’ American gang- 
ster play produced here last March. 

Averil Coleridge-Taylor, daughter 
of the composer, leaves for America 
shortly to conduct the Boston Sym- 
phony. 

John Lodge left for Paris, where 
he’s to appear in a new picture, stil] 
untitled, to be dirested by G. W. 
Pabst. 

‘Conquest of the Air, made by 
Alexander Korda three years ago at 
cost of $1.500,000, and shelved, is be- 
ing remade. 

Grand theatre, Croydon, reverts to 
legit after 15 years of variety and 
revue. Reopening with ‘Passing of 
the Third Floor Back.’ 

Jessie Matthews and Sonnie Hale 
have just formed Hale Productions, 
Ltd., with a nominal capital of $5,000, 
for the production of musical shows. 

Ross and Stone doubled from the 
Overa House into the Palace, both in 
| Blackpool. marking first time any act 
ever doubled into two _ provincial 
spots 

Anton Dolin, who’s heading Rus- 


sian ballet which orens in Melbourne | 
end of this month. flying from Croy- | 


|don to Australia Sept. 19. Trip will 
take nine days. 

Gaumont-British has put screen 
television plant into Marble Arch 
| Pavilion, making three West End in- 
| stallations, but is still waiting per- 
| mission to use it. 


Aweigh.’ he’s negotiating to bring it 


into a West End legit house for a} 


twice-nightly run. 
| Elizabeth Welch's 


with her daughter in Blackpool, 
where colored songstress is in for 
the summer season. 

Herbert Wilcox washed up on 
‘Sixty Glorious Years’ and getting 


down to cases on the Marie Lloyd | 


picture, in which Anna Neagle will 
plav the vaude queen. 

Florence Walton, formerly of Mau- 
rice and Florence Walton, American 
| ballroomers, has scenario on hus- 
band’s life, which she’s trying to sell 
, to Hollywood, with Anton Dolin to 
| enact the Maurice part. 





| Stroudsburg 


By John J. Bartholomew 








' Night baseball folded. 

| Linton Wells a visitor. 
Rosenberger marimba ensemble at 
| Pocono Manor. 

Author and Mrs. Sholom Asch at 
Camp Tamiment. 

Resort biz way under last summer. 

Night football starting. 

Fred Waring was eliminated in 
first round of the annual Shnwnee 
invitation golf tournament at Shaw- 
nee-on-Delaware. 

Bands remaining: Bernie Whitman. 
Bossard’s Mt. Pocono Grill, Mt. Po- 
cono, Pa.: Dixie Ramblers, Columbia 
hotel, Columbia. N. J.; Willard Schill- 
inger, Tennis Club, Buck Mill Falls. 
Pa., and Tommy Cullen’s Swingsters. 
Glenwood hotel, Delaware Water 
Gap, Pa. 

Bands departing include Tommy 
Pinteande’s Vagabonds. Bob Smith's 
Cadets, from Pocono Alps Tavern 
Henryville: Tommy Clifford’s Swing- 
tette. Vogt’s Tavern, Mountainhome: 
Joe McCormick's. O'Rourke's Moun- 
tain House, Tobyhanna: Jack Jone: 
Craig’s Meadows hote}, and John Al- 


tieri, Penn Hills I 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 


»dge, Analomink 


18) 


Pe Dana. new ly apr t¢ 
est trict lanave fo I 
P ire \ ting local exc ‘ 
Harold Bassave, director of Littl 
Theatre of St. I lf ere Sent 
5 ) tart pre i ) f 1938-39 
Ralph Bartlett. manag f the T] 
theatre, Jacksonville, Il.. serv- 
lirector and judge of Me 
County, IN. fait 
Hotel York y re e t C-a- 
eck amat re test In it ( 
vhen fall season get nder way. It 
wes a click last season 
Three members of munv onera 
! is, Jeanette Gorman, Gertrude 


Charles Forsythe is so pleased | 
with his vaudeville unit, ‘Anchors 


_ mother, here | 
from America, spending her vacation | 
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Hollywood 





Moser and Katherine Ganley, to New 
York for legit and radio auditions. 

L. E. Moyer of Horner, Moyer & 
Horner, Kansas City booking agents, 
in town trying to sell Ted Shawn 
dance recital to Paul Beisman and 
William Zalken. 

Homer H. Harmon, former p.a. for 
Warner Bros. and Fanchon & Marco 
here, and aow advertising manager | 
of the Roxy, N. Y., visiting his par- Ray Corrigan north on p.a. tour. 
ents. Accompaniec by wife and Waliace Beery bought a new plane, 
baby. J. P. Friedhoff in from Manhattan. 

Tom Ronan, district manager for Harold H. Kopp in from Manhat- 
Publix-Great States, Danville, Ill., in| tan. 
town with “zzy Wienshienk, of the Elizabeth Mitchell out of the hos- 
New Grand theatre, Alton, Ill., set- | pital. 





Louis B. Mayer to Coronado. 
Bob Oakley in from Chicago 
Joe Gilpin en route to Europe 
Matty Fox in from New York 
Jack Y. Berman ill at his home. 
J. J. Milstein back from Europe. 


ting up month’s booking for the Russ Saunders hurt in motor 
southern district. crash 
eel ae “ Bette Davis vacationing at Lake 
Tahoe 


' Boris Morros planni holiday in 
Pittsburgh por planning hotids 


By Hal Cehen Abe Lastfogel returned from Man- 
hattan 
Dougla: 


Lela: Moore off for Rio with her} Churchill on Canadian 


‘Dance of the Lovers.’ vacash ue 
Jimmy Joy back on bandstand at a ecil B. DeMille cruising off 
Bill Green’s after ailing. wmheXICO, 


‘roa ddia _ . ames - 
Mrs. Joe Feldman called east by Pi ~~. Fralick vacationing in 
serious illness of her sister. : Max = a % 

Bernie Conroy and Gertrude Gard- 1 ge Schoenberg in hospital after 
lock will wed in near future. | GOR bite. 

Miriam Verne on way to dance Eddie Schellhorn on motor vacash 

. : » nortl 
engagements in Paris and Berlin. ~~ = rth ; 
Flushed with summer success, Wil- G. P. Huntley flirting with Broad- 
Pn ray Te] 
lows plans to remain open all year. way legit. ‘ 

Kap Monahan’s stolen car discov- John Howard bought a house in 
ered by police in small Ohio town. ba ry: ere us m 

Bob Fiske joins George Hamilton Z = on motoring to Yellow- 
next month as batoneer’s personal stone Park. “ ' 
manager Sol M. Wurtzel back at work after 

Kay Duncan, from here, signed for wae ee . oe 
role in new Kaufman-Hart play for or tig P — bought 24 yearlings 
‘Fabulous Invalid.’ "C alia i Cc. . 

Eddie Hesses (Freda Pope) cele- dog cae tai to Salt Lake City 

( ers als. 
brated their 11th wedding anniver- © santana 
sary over week end Florence Rice back to work after 
~ oe. : reek’s jllness 

Billy Leach, of Art Kassell band, as Ray a. hosted 2% studes 
expected to hook up with Herman vain Watide uv 10stea <9 Sludes 
Middleman’s new outfit. H ean Rueand r 

Keyboard-pounder Louise Mann f S i rey Bogart and bride back 

he . ‘ oney 
pulling out of Playhouse Gril! for vee cy liga eel . 
Manhattan’s Famous Door onstance Moore bruised when 

psa ic eta ai thrown by a horse. 


Ann Strauss here from Mobile to 
Atlantic City 


write about studios. 
By Rolli Friedland 


Edna Cantor and Jimmy McHugh, 
Jr.. to wed Sept. 17. 

J. Carrol Naish has a new home in 
| the Los Feliz sector. 

James Hogan looking for twin 
Irish babies to adopt. 

Margaret Haase and Charles See- 


Joan Edwards causing attention as 
she chair-rides. 
Eugene Conrad at the Claridge and | 
| avoiding all the night spots. | berg to wed Sept. 24. 
Paul Whiteman applauding Ann) Virginia Sturm here from Dayton, 
Pennington at the Bath and Turf | 0O., to interview stars. 
| Club. | Landon Laird here from Kansas 
The Edward B. Marks leaving the | City gandering studios. 
Seaside on their way io see the play Claude Rains and family back 
| at the Garden Pier. from Pennsylvania farm. 
Hugh Herbert mobbed by auto- Otto Kruger going to England 
graph hounds as he walks through | when he finishes film jobs. 


| the Hadden Hall lobby. | Jon Hall back to work after h 7 
| Michael Todd, just in from Chi- | moon with ellen gre mej one 


| cago, very secretive about the new George Burns and Gracie Allen 
| Play he’s producing this fall. due from Honolulu today (Wed. ). 
Harry Rose finishes his sixth show | Fanny Brice’s mother recovering 
on the day at Hamid’s Pier, and is |from injuries sustained in an auto 
| still rarin’ to go, so he visits most | crash, 
| all the niteries in town. | Car] Schaefer tossed a barbecue in 
| _ George Jessel, tired out after do- | honor of his bride-to-be, Virginia 
| ing six shows a day at Steel Pier, | Clark , 
confides that he’s worked harder | pr. Ryland Mattison back to Stan- 
| than in all of (36, '37 and '38. ford U after a summer as technical 
| Gloria Grafton’s singing getting director 
| raves from the beach-sitters. Big dis- Clark Gable Andy Devine ana 
| cussions going on whether her beau- 'Carole Lombard shooting ducks at 
tiful hands detract or add to her ex- | Barersfield " . 
pressive way of putting over a song. | Barrett Keisling just in from 24.- 
Hilda Ferguson’s daughter will be | 000-mile biz tour. oft on 3.000-mile 
in the beauty pageant held here this | vacation trip , , 
week. We who knew Hilda will be | Mary Astor out of the hospital, but 
on hand to give this beautiful daugh- | .+i}] unable to work as a result of a 
| ter of a beautiful mother a big hand. | ¢a}) from a horse 
| Wish that Broadway columnist David O. Selznick’s bust to be 
who mentioned that the Jack Pearls | placed in the Hall of Fame at Ovle- 
were here a few weeks back would | thorpe University oe 
| be a bit more careful. Too many pats te 
| people in these parts felt neglected 
that they didn’t say hello. When, in 
| reality, they spent the week-end on 
| their terrace facing Central Park. 
| Biggest excitement of the week- 
end was the sudden appearance of a 
bat in Herman’s at 2 a. m. Sunday. 
Place was jammed with midnight | 
snackers and women patrons were | 4, -day week indefinitely 
= Se Bag ~ tate 4 peg Nicollet hotels Minnesota Terrace 
Ing Was 4i5 é a vad) penta * Revs . in setlists ; 
City Music Hall, who hit bat on the extended Frank Dailey’s orchestra 


: three weeks 
lv with Sundz aper and felled it : ate ‘ 
fly h Sunday paper and f Sol Torodor, independent ex- 


audi for icc é an, who : 
downed i — — sresent hibitor, bitten by fish while va- 
doheg didt 4 . on y I cationing and laid up a week 
wn ] S sal. 
10 i 1 Kenny Adams, Paramount booker, 


moved over to RKO, succeeding Har- 
. . 
Nazi Radio 








Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 





Joan Davis in from Hollywood for 
visit to father. 


20th-Fox exchange to continue 





old Wise, who returns to Chicago. 

Many smaller houses offering in- 
tructions in modern dances as 
added attraction. Phonograph music 
being used, 

Former. Billie Dove, of films and 
her husband, R. B. Kenaston. former 
Minneapolitan, on visit from Santa 
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News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. Variety takes no credit for 
these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


East 











_ing an exhibition jump. Apparently 
the line fouled the fabric. His wife 
and two children were watching the 
|jump. Dropped 2,000 feet. 

Peaches Browning faces a cutdown Road ‘What a Life’ cv., which 
of her legacy from Daddy Browning. opened in Boston Monday, gave both 
Referee recommends that her dower performances at the Biltmore, Satur- 
be held to one-third the rental value day, spelling the regular company. 





of eight parcels of real estate, some Workshop theatre added to the 
of it unimproved list of those planning series of one 
acters. Will use the Bayes theatre 


‘Missouri Legend’ is Guthrie Mc- | % ar 99 
7 sper iM ‘ and wher Planned for Sept. 22. 
Clintic’s latest for the former ‘Leg- | #f and when E 


‘ , 4 saat Montauk staged a rodeo Saturday 

= ’ _— the Wind, AmmericEe and Labor Day. All amateur riders, 
aga, etc. “er : “ta ge aa ; 
: : but they put on a good show. 

Mrs. Emily Ringling, widow of the Cross Bay bridge to the Rocka- 


late circus tycoon, took another ways closed Saturday when it was 
slap from Florida court last week.! found the bridge was settling. Holi- 
Refused a reopening of her suit to! day makers had to make a nine mile 
void the divorce on the grounds the’ gejour or go somewhere else. 
new witnesses she alleges should have First and second prizes in Legion 
been brought into court before the drum corps contesis at N. Y. State 
divorce was made permanent. Fair went to Syracuse. Tops was 
Abe Halle, Julius Specter and Sons of the Polish American ‘Vet- 
Joseph Harris, of the WPA circus | erans, with Sons of the Legion rank- | 
~ ‘ “ : of ¢ P hye il to await ; ing secora. 
friat Boot 3 ae of ticket’ | Edward Neviile, siage hand at the 
fraud. Arraigned last week in Brook- nage hg (N. ae ae ree | 
lyn. 10r a ay, came D gi Hee wall men 
British officials took Tom Mix’s ee Poon _—. 
guns away from him when he landed aa Maka 4 the po te. for $107 
at Plymouth last week. He didn't according to the police He was 
know import licenses were necessary, nabbed back of the theatre while 
so he’ll get them back after he ap- throwing away the guns 
plies for ely oe oe Saaeee eight six- “Wastakester county planning an 
shooters and five rifles. exhibit next year in the hope of ad- | 
ton tha eaten fe "ote — vertising to World's Pals” viniters. 
the late May Yohe, attended her aed be held in the Community Cen- 
funeral services in Boston last week. is eke a . 
Bruno Walter to conduct a SYM} aries = Rnb gy ie Mea * ihe 
phony concert in the League of Na- he J ta (um. J.) tele, when hie 
tions’ assembly hall Friday for the car wethed P sage oh Se on ~ fuse dur. 
benefit of the International Red) 57, 4° preliminary spi be Peele 
, ee nye g a preliminary spin. Believed 
Cross. Marks opening of the sessions. that his steering gear froze, prevent- 
Dorothy McGuire replacing Martha ing his making the turn. inde | 
Scott in ‘Our Town. Has been sub- | “Gity fire department to be host to | 
stituting since Miss Scott’s illness, 6.000 kids at the annual fire show at 
but now on regular assignment. the Garden Starts tonic cme a as | 
Warren P. Munsell, of Actors’ Saturday F ee eo >| 
Fund, asks Equity for the right to “profanity on a WBZ (Boston)! 
call a benefit any time within a 15- br é “3 tee | 
: : , broadcast last Friday irnputed to a 
week period. Rule now is that any dead ik Not figured how 
show running 15 weeks then stages: ~.. ee a Lee ow the! 
3 inike could get on the air, but it did. | 
a benefit. He points out Stage Relief Rose R. Geist d dh | 
Fund is not similarly nandicapped. 7 Paasag ‘ pg (Cropped her hand- | 
Columbia Pictures staged a special 5°° — 4 e water at Manhattan | 
showing in their projection room of each Ionday. Took the police | 
‘You Can’t Take It With You’ for the °™ersency squad an hour to recover ! 
Hines case jury last week. it. Only $37 in cash but papers were 
Body of Warner Oland, who died ‘™portant. ’ 
in Sweden Aug. 8, cremated in| , Gene Krupa at Wanamaker’s to- 
Stockholm Aug. 30. Services had “ay. Hoped to draw the jitterbugs | 
been delayed pending the arrival of t° the display of adolescent fashions. | 
his widow from Hollywood. Group of players from ‘The Lost ! 
Dorothy Lamour and George Raft Colony,’ Roanoke Island pageant, | 
presented to the Prospect Park, Will tour the southern college town 
(Brooklyn) Zoo last week. They are in repertory. 
two seals used in ‘Spawn of the Vanderbilt theatre, N. Y., being | 
North,’ with the presentation a plug done over. All seats will be up- 
for the picture. nolstered in white leather to match | 
Last week police dumped 707 slot the white and crystal decorative | 
machines. two machine guns, 2,763 scheme. 
pistols, 1,718 rifles and 99,886 subway | 
slugs into Long Island Sound. Regu- | 
lar annual clearance of contraband. | 
James Paskovicks, held for alleged | 
killing of Clark Twelvetrees, freed | 
when the grand jury refuses to find | P < 
a true bill on evidence. | Venita Varden, stage and film ac- 
RKO 86th Street offering free hor- tress, awarded divorce from Jack | 
oscopes this week. | Oakie, screen comic, in L. A. | 
oug Corrigan refused to visit At-| Mary Lane, screen player, settled | 
ry My Foy show last week when | $50,000 damage suit out of court in| 
e found his name was being used as| L. A. She had been injured in a} 
a _—-- ey t haere gpd ete | motor crash. | 
urfside eac club, Atlantic! : : 
Beach, raided by Nassau couse Sone! b ones Sm ene filed against mem. | 
last Thursday. Just to be different | 2°"S.° the Hollywood colony listed | 
ow ae , ; eae Edwin Carewe as owing $22,237 for | 
y opped in at 4:30 p.m. instead ; : ‘ 
of the usual late hour visits. Connie | 1930; Jules Furthman, | $2,495 for | 
mmerman and 10 employees given! a , Marty Lachman, $945 for 1935, | 
subpoenas. Top chips one grand °" ryan Foy $227 for 1935. 
each. | Mrs. W. M. Smith and her mop- | 
Mrs. Constance Drake held in $50 Pet Protege, Beverly Floyd Murray, | 
bail for general sessions. Charged , Settled their sit-down strike against 
with assaulting the officer who was the National Talent Picture Corp. of | 
escorting Norma Shearer from the| Hollywood for $150 and went back | 





Coast 








Mad. Sq. Garden last Wednesday. | to Memphis. | 


She explains she was knocked down 
by the crowd pressing around the ony charges 
-* roy may have pty se! hit president, 
im while regaining her footing. |p. of National Talent Pictures tc 
Hilda, the Prospect Park zoo ele-| of Hollywood. They ina aseuaaa 
 seoggns shoveu into a 20-foot moat by | selling stock without a permit. 
1er mate, bumped again last Thurs- | Bernarr Macfadden narrowly es- 
day. An effort was made to raise | caped_ injury 
her off her feet with a sling, and a crashed at — 
chain broke. 


against I. C. Overdorff, 


when his airplane 
Glendale. Plane 


] eliminated from the Bendix air race. | the play. While Wilk is reported to | Vernon in which he lived Sept. 1. 
Kirsten Flagstad back from Hono- | former | be hopeful that some plan can be Death was ascribed to carbon mon- 
d of forging | worked out, little interest is ex- ©Xide poisoning, 


| George Donald Smart, 


lulu and bound for Norway. Her! sound oO onvicte 
party of four soaked $800 fine for} Louis eee eee 
traveling between U. S. ports on a) 
foreign liner. It’s an old law and 
seldom invoked. 

Carlyle Bennett, tenor, and Wesley | w 
Boynton, actor, in the toils in West- | 
port, Conn., charged with larceny of 
valuables from a house they once oc- | 
cupied. Police say they have admitted 
removing antiques and other valua-| 
bles. valued at between $3,000 and 
$4,000. 


[ *s name in a $100,000 
fraud, was sentenced to San Quen- 
tin from one to 14 years. 
Clifford Arquette, radio comic, 
as sued for divorce in L. A. Wife 
asks $250 monthly alimony. 
Charlotte Wynters, screen actress, 
filed a divorce suit in L. A. against 
Charles Schall, asking no alimony. 
Phil Escalante, circus. aerialist, 
was injured a a 40-foot fall while 
ormi »efor P 
N. Y. Strand puts in a beauty ex-| ta RKO studio ranch at San Fee 
pert to advise women. She's the! nando. 
Duchess d’Andria, who'll put in an| Warner Oland’s will is contested 
hour in the mezzanine each after-| py his brother, Carl G., in a suit 
noon. | filed in Superior Court, L.A. Pro- 
One Act Repertory Co., Inc., start- | bate was postponed to Dec. 19. Oland 
ed rehearsals yesterday. Hopes to | left his estate to his widow, Edith 
open next month with three shorties. | Shearn Oland, with the exception of 
Appearance of a shark at Hudson | $6,000 to his two brothers and their 
Parx, New Rochelle, Friday caused ! children. 
a temporary shut down of the beach.| Mae Bower Ingraham, former 
Labor Day exodus from city below | Mack Sennett actress, won a divorce 
par. Forecast of rain hurt railroad | in L. A. from Irving Ingraham. 


and bus business. Ogden Elliott. horse trainer for 
Harry Dalrymple, _ parachutist,' the Hagenbec-Wallace circus, suf- 

killed at Easton, Pa., airport Sunday | fered a fractured skull when kicked 

when his chute failed to open dur-' by one of his horses in L, A. 


| Los Angeles, Sept. 3. 


'Howard’s report last spring as re- 


| MARRIAGES 


| Gertrude Killian to William B. 
‘Marvin, in New York, Aug. 29. He 
is with March of Time. 

Guenevere Shelton to Ray Cox 
in Nashua, Ia., Aug. 27. 
former singer over KNX, Hollywood; 


KIEV, Glendale, Cal.; he’s sound ef- | 


| fects man for WHO, Des Moines. 
' Ethel Sommers to Gene Seymour, 


radio cowboy warbler, Sept. 4, in| 
| had been one of the best known film 


| Los Angeles. 


Ro Saraphine to Joseph Chasin in| 


He's in art de- 
Bros., New 


Brookiyn, Sept. 3 
partment of Warner 
| York. 

Ethel M. Sullivan to Edmund W. 
Dempsey in New York, Sept. 3. He's 
in Warner Bros’. art department, 
New York. 

Alice Cheap to Jack Ruggiero in 
He's film edi- 
tor at Metro 

Anne George to Jimmy Tyson, in 
Philadelphia, skedded Sept. 12. He's 
staff drummer at WIP, Philly. 

Minnie Cutler to Endre Gottesman 
in Atlanta, Sept. 4. He’s a violinist 
in Radio City’s Symphony. 

Elizabeth Wilds, screen actress, | 
to Alfred Shenberg, Metro assistant | 
director, Sept. 4, in Yuma. 





'B’way-PixAccord 
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| 
' 
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week reversed its stand and accepted 
an invite. Robert E. Sherwood, 
Guild prez, and several other mem- 
bers are expected to attend and 
probably address the convention. 
However, if Swope or someone else, 
i chosen as referee, the Guild might 
refuse to consider any proposal on 
the ground it had not been consulted | 
in his choice | 


Don’t Need H’wood Help 


In general, the attitude of the! 
Guild toward Hollywood financing 
has been that Broadway can get all | 
the production coin it needs without | 
film business help. The proposed | 
$2,000,090 production fund is figured | 
mostly bluff. Pointed out that there 
is no lack of money on Broadway for 
production of good scripts. Shortage 
is of scripts, not of financing, it’s 
claimed, and if $2,000,000 or any 
Hollywood money was made avail- 
able to Broadway it would have to 
be used for poor scripts, or would 


| tie idle for lack of proper play ma- 


terial. On that ground the $2,000,000 | 
film coin proposal is viewed as} 
merely the newest of Hollywood 
maneuvers to bring about revision of 
the minimum basic agreement. 


Figured the chances of the Guild 
agreeing to any revisions in the con- 
tract are just about nil. Last official 
word on the subject was Sidney | 


tiring president. His statement listed 
to the Guild all the advantages of 
the new contract and reiterated the 
organization’s stand in favor of it 
and against any revision. Sherwcsod, 
who succeeded him, is, if anything, 
an even stronger advocate of main- | 
taining the present agreement. 
What’s more, it’s reported that at the 
last general meeting of the Guild, | 


the membership expressed itself 
again squarely against any con- 
cessions. | 


| 


No WB Buy Progress | 
Although Jake Wilk, of Warner 


Hearing was set for Sept. 8 on fel- | Bros., and representatives of the before his death. 
| Guild have been meeting for some | 
and Edward W. Rose, v.| time on a tentative plan to cover | 


| film buys of Broadway plays, little | 

,real progress has been made. Plan 
being worked out would call for a 

| purchase price based on the length 


was of run and total gross piled up by 84©age of the apartment house in Mt. | 


| pressed in the idea in other quarters. 
| Meanwhile, reports persist that 
,considerable Hollywood coin is being 
|invested in Broadway right along. 
| However, it’s virtually all being put 
|in by individual executives of the 
|major companies, acting as _ indi- 
| viduals rather than as executives. 
| Nevertheless, the money is actually 
|company money and not that of indi- 
| viduals, it is thought. So far as 


known, there is virtual.y no Holly- | 


| wood studio coin (as such) in Broad- 
way production at present. But John 
Hay Whitney and Selznick are re- 
ported to be among those partici- 
pating as individuals. 

Columbia has not done any legit 
financing despite its statement last 
season that it would re-enter the 





and forced it to abando. the plan. 


Bride is | 


| well 


_writer, with whom she collaborated, 


|The widow, sons Spyros and Thanos, 
both of whom spent some time in 


| and then joined the Shubert forces, | 


| 


WALDEMAR YOUNG 


Waldemar Young, 60, screen writer 
and former newspaperman, died Aug. 


attack of pneumonia, Since 1917 he 
scribes, writing or collaborating on 
such pictures as ‘The Unholy Three, 
‘The Miracle Man,’ ‘Love Me To- 
night,’ ‘The Sign of the Cross,’ ‘Men 


ie peter 
in White,’ ‘Lives of a Bengai Lancer, 


‘The Crusaders,’ ‘The Plainsman,’ and 
‘Test Pilot.’ 
Grandson of Brigham Young, he 


| was born in Salt Lake City, studied | 


at Stanford and wrote a column in 
the San Francisco Chronicle titled, 
‘Bits of Color Around the Town.’ 
Before he became a scenarist he did 


a turn on the Orpheum circuit in | 


his own skit. 
Surviving are his widow, mother 
and two brothers. 


BERT COOTE 
Bert Coote, 70, English comedian 
known in America, died in 
London Sept. 1. 

Born of a theatrical family, he 
made his debut at the age of five, 
and was 12 when he made his Ameri- 
can debut with Lotta Crabtree. 
He played in ‘The New Boy,’ ‘A Bat- 
tle Scarred Hero,’ ‘Supper for Two,’ 
and other comedies, and for a time 
enjoyed great popularity in vaude- 
ville sketches with Julie Kingsley, 
his first wife. Returning home, he 
made his greatest hit in ‘The Wind- 
mill Man,’ which he played off and 
on for 10 seasons. He took an oc-| 
casional flyer in British film produc- | 
tions, but did not score very strongly. 

A son, Robeam, is now in Holly- 
wood, 





FLETA JAN BROWN 

Fleta Jan Brown, 55, died in 
Hackensack, N. J., Sept. 2, of a heart 
ailment. In private life she was 
Mrs. Herbert Spencer. 

For a number of years she ap- 
peared with her husband on the 
major vaudeville stages. She was 
also Known as the composer of a' 
number of songs popular a genera- 
tion ago including ‘Underneath the 
Stars,’ ‘There’s Egypt in Your 
Dreamy Eyes’ and ‘In the Candle 
Light.’ Her husband, also a song- 


| 


survives. 


ee 


DIMITRI SKOURAS | 
Dimitri Skouras, 60, brother of 
Spyros, Charles P. and George 


: Skouras, died suddenly, Sept. 2, at | 


his home in Athens, Greece. Cause | 
of death was not mentioned in cable | 
dispatches received in this country. | 

Deceased was in charge of Skouras 
Bros. theatre operations in Greece. 


this country studying American) 
rethods of theatre operations, and | 
another son and daughter survive. 
JAMES G. PEEDE 

James G. Peede, 52, theatrical 
manager and press agent, died Sept. 
2 in New York after a brief illness. 

In 1911 he became business man- 
ager for Will‘am Faversham, passing 
to a similar capacity for Richard | 
Walton Tully three years later. He. 








|; went to Winthrop Ames for a time 


remaining with them until shortly 


Interment in Somerset, Mass. 





WILLIAM ROSENBLUM 
William Rosenblum, 45, manager 
of a New Rochelle, N. Y., picture | 
theatre, was found dead in the 


: but the medical 
examiner did not decide whether 
death was accidental or intentional. 

He was last seen by his wife when 


30, in Hollywood Hospital after an | 


' rectors, 


| associated with 


——<—<——<——-——_ 


| OBITUARIES 





with practically every big top in the 
country and played all the big-time 
vaude circuits and houses during the 


past 35 years. 








Survived by widow and two 
daughters. Burial in Aurora. 
ELIZABETH MILLS 
(Florence Miller) 
Florence Miller, known profes. 
sionally as Elizabeth Mills, reper. 


| toire and stock actress, died Aug. 12 
in Fayette, O., after a lingering jl}. 
ness. 

She was the widow of Ed Mills, 
character man. - Surviving is a son, 
Orland Walker, now with the Norma 
|Ginnivan Dramatic tent show. Burial 
was in Chillicothe, O. 





F. L. BROWN 

F. L. Brown, 69, long connected 
with legit in Carolinas, died Aug, 
27 in Columbia, S. C. He managed 
| the old Columbia from 1903 until it 
gave way to screen productions and 
was former manager of the Char- 
|lotte (N. C.) auditorium. For many 
| years he booked roadshows for the 
| Columbia Township auditorium and 
for the Camp Jackson (war-time 
military camp) theatre. 





ROLAND CATON 
Roland Caton, 45, of the T. J. Gor- 
|}man Attractions, died Aug. 23 in 
| Jackson Center, O., where the at- 
| tractions were appearing. 

A native of Roseville, he had for 
years been identified with many of 
|the leading carnivals in the United 
States and Canada, 





BOB DORAN 
Bob Doran, 48, cameraman, died 
Aug. 30, in Hollywood. Veteran of 
the studios, his first camera job was 
with Thomas Ince. Later he worked 
with William S. Hart, Harold Lloyd 
and Stan Laurel. His last picture 
was ‘Eagle’s Nest.’ 
Surviving is his widow. 
THOMAS FORD 
Thomas Ford, 44, casting director 
for several studios during the 20- 
year association with the film biz, 
died Sept. 3, in Los Angeles. De- 
ceased was invalided since last May 
after a heart attack. 
ALLEN GARCIA 
Allen Garcia, 51, casting director 


‘at Chaplin Studios, died Sept. 4 in 


Los Angeles. 
parts in 
survives. 


He also played minor 
Chaplin pictures. Widow 


Edward B. Block, v.p. of Berk- 
shire Poster Co., N. Y., died Sept. 4 
in New York, after a long illness. 





Father, 70, of J. Leslie and Ralph 
Atlass, radio station owners and di- 
in Chicago, on Sept. 2. 
Leslie is v.-p. of Columbia-WBBM, 
Ralph is owner of WIND and WJJD. 
Burial in Chicago. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Richard Santel, son, 
Los Angeles, Aug. 29. Father is film 
editor at Columbia. 

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Fisher, daugh- 
ter, in Hollywood Aug. 29. Father 
is assistant director at RKO. 

Mr. and Mrs. Irving Salkow, 
daughter, in Hollywood, Aug. 30. 





| Father is an agent. 


Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Barbra, 
daughter, in Hollywood, Aug. 29. 
Father is technician at Metro. ; 

Mr. and Mrs. Earl Theisen, son, 1n 
Los Angeles, Aug. 29. Father 1s 
Hollywood editor for Look mag. 

Mr. and Mrs. Duke Wales, daugh- 
ter, in Hollywood, Aug. 30. Father 
is screen and radio editor of Detroit 
Free Press. 

Mr. and Mrs. Myron Blank, son, 
in Des Moines, Aug. 28. Father 1s 
his father, A. H. 


he left their apartment at 7:20 a.m.| Blank, in operation of the Central 


to drive to the theatre. 
FRED GUTTERSON 
Fred S. Gutterson, 71, cellist and 
oldest member of the Los Angeles 


Philharmonic Orchestra, died Aug. | 


30 after a heart attack in his Los 
Angeles home. 

| He joined the orchestra when it 
| was founded in 1919 and served as 
librarian as well as cellist, Born in 
| Owatona, Minn., Gutterson lived in 
,California for 50 years. Surviving 


| are his widow, a son and a daughter. 


omennanne 
VICTOR BEDINI 


| States and Tri-States theatres. 


Mr. and Mrs. Richard Kahn, son, 
| in Hollywood, Set. 1. Father is with 
Merit Pictures. 

Mr. and Mrs. Marcellus Beale, son, 
in Washington. Father is staff en- 
| gineer at WJSV, Washington. 
| Mr. and Mrs. William Renner, son, 
|in Pittsburgh, Aug. 12. Father 1S 
| with Brad Hunt's orchestra. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Charles Sprenkle, 
son, in Pittsburgh Aug. 22. Father 
is on staff of WWSW, Pittsburgh. _ 

Mr, and Mrs. Hollis Hayes, son, in 
| Linesville, Pa, Aug. 30. Father is 

operator of Regent theatre in that 


| Victor Bedini, 73, for many years , town. 


Broadway field on a large scale.' a vaude and circus equestrian, died | 
Understood the other major com- in Aurora, IIL, on Sept. 1 following | 
p: nies put the pressure on Columbia an apoplectic stroke a month ago in| the 


Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Santell, son, 
in Hollywood, Sept. 2. Mother 3s 
former Jane Keithley, film 


‘Iowa. Bedini equestrian act trouped player; father is film director. 














| 
: 

















l, 
is 


r 


is 
at 


n, 





: 
i 
; 





4 














—. 


Wednesday September 7, 1938 





OUTDOORS 








Canny Boys Ordering Aspirin 


Already, Before Frisco's Fair 
Opens in Feb.; Comm! Doubts 


+ 
— 








San Francisco, Sept. 6. 
Plenty of aspirin already being 
consumed along the corridors of the 
World’s Fair, the outlook is none 
too promising around here. Many of 
the proposed concessions have fallen 
through and the hopes for a gala 


fair are slowing down. Reported 
figures on intake considerably be- 


low early expectations and indica- 
tions are that much of the proposed 
spreads will have to be revised. 
Committee had originally figured 
on a pre-sale of $1,500,000 in tickets. 
But last week the total ducat sales 
are understood to have reached only 
$269,000, far below whai had been 
expected by this date. And to top 
that disappointing mark it is esti- 





mated that it cost $76,000 to sell 
the $269,000 worth of tickets. 
Fair had been planned on the, 


basis of a bond subscription of $7,- | 


Fades the East 


Lynchburg, Sept. 6. 
Mighty Sheesley Midway, backer 





of fairs in Lynchburg and neighbor- by the American Federation of Ac- | 





AFA’S UNIONIZATION DRIVE ON CARNIES 
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INCLUDES A 100% LAW-ABIDING BALLY 
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MOVE IN ON FAIRS 


AFA to Picket All State knd County 
Events Using Non-Union Acts 





— 





Chicago, Sept. 6. 
Fair agencies and booker: 
come within the range of notification 


ing Amherst County for four or five | tors here, which has begun an active 


years, has faded out this 


season, | campaign to organize 


the 


transferring rights to Amherst Agri- | division around this territory. Barnes 
cultural Exposition to Marks Bros.,|& Carruthers agency and the other 


of Richmond. 


fair agencies and outdoors talent of- 


Understood Sheesley is not play- | fices have been sent letters notifying 


OHIO PARKS SUFFERED 
FROM BIZ DEPRESSION 


Canton, O., Sept. 6. 
Eastern Ohio amusement parks, 
which folded for the season Labor 
Day, experienced their worst season 
in more than a decade, a survey of 
the major spots, recently revealed. 


Take at Meyers Lake park here, 


500.000, but the figure at present | one of the largest in the district, was 


stands at $5,800,000. Of the latter 
figure the fair has obtained about 6% 
in cash. | 


Big Shews Look Cold | 


It now appears, also, that many 
of the big shows which had been 
expected for the fair will not ma- 
terialize with the pull-outs slated 
to be the Barbary Coast, Cavalcade 
of the Golden West, Black Forest, 
Showboat, Midget Village and the 
Streets of Paris. Also in the doubt- 
ful list is the proposed Casino which 
was slated to cost $250,000 and to 
operate with a weekly show nut of 
$18,000. Harry Joe Brown, a 20th- 
Fox production executive, who was 
figured on for a ‘Hollywood’ setup, is 
reported chilled on the deal as it | 
now stands. 


Concessionaires’ yelp is based on 
the percentage take for the home 
office, which will run from 15% for 
the Villages, on the gate admission, 
and 5% on the inside receipts, to 
174% on restaurants and 20% on 
the rides. This is to be figured from 
the first dollar in nearly all in- 
stances, with no waiting on the per- 
centage until the building cost has | 
been amortized. 

Midway boys are yelping that the 
middle walk is too wide, being 70 
feet, as compared with the 50-foot 
spread in Chicago. Feel that the 
wide stretch will run the people 
down the middle and keep ’em out 
of reach of the spielers. 


10 Months, Too Long 








| district court fight. 


50g off, as compared to last season, 
Carl Sinclair, manager, has an- 
nounced. Idora at Youngstown, 30% 
off; Summit Beach park at Akron, 
about 15%; Chippewa. Lake park, 
Medina, 25%; Rock Springs park, 
Chester, W. Va., better than 50%; 
Lake Brady park, Ravenna, about 
the same as last year, with bingo 
and slots helping there, and Craig 
Peach park, near Youngstown, about 
30%. 

Rides fared badly al] season, while 
concessionnaires reported their busi- 
ness better the last half of the sea- 
son. Crowds were as large as in 
former years, but did little spend- 


| ing. 





TROUBLE FOR BARNES 


— 


| Ottumwa Brings Suit for Shewing 


Without a License 

Des Moines, Sept. 6. 
Charges of exhibiting a circus 
without a license has been brought 
against the Al G. Barnes, Sells-Floto 
circus following its recent appear- 
ance at Ottumwa. Information was 
signed by county attorney E. J. 
Grier in district court after the show 

played just outside the city limits. 
Wapello county fair at Eldon, Ia., 
opened on the same date. Circus 
representatives at first brought a 
mandamus action against the board 
of supervisors but later dropped the 
Despite action 
of the board in refusing the license 





Most of the concessionaires also | because of the fair, the circus made 


feel that the proposed 10-month 


plans to show and had an audience 


period for the fair is far too long | estimated at 5,000. 


and that they could do as well on | 
a six-month basis without going on | 
the nut for the additional four | 
months’ upkeep. Squawking _ that | 
the scheduled opening for Feb. 18 | 
is at least a month too early. 


or EE, 


Circus Juicer Slusged 


St. Louis. Sept. 6. 
Ear! R. Geithman, 47, a juicer, em- 


As far as the general works setup ployed by the Al G. Barnes and 
on the fair grounds, it is generally | Sejjs-Floto circus is in a serious 


conceded to be exceptionally fine 


condition at the City Hospital under 


and well made. Have planted around ‘treatment for a fractured skull suf- 
$1,000,000 worth of trees. The build- | fered when he was attacked while 
ings and architecture of the general | the circus was making a four day 


structures are acclaimed as truly | stand here recently. 


beautiful. 
remarkably high percentage of ac- 
ceptances from a flock of foreign 
governments, already on the line for 
participation in the fair. 
Structurally, artistically and edu- 
tationally, everybody agrees that the 
1939 fair is a knockout. 
who are around looking for a quick 
buck in promotions are putting up a 
great holler that it looks like an 
artistic triumph. But commercially 





Corrigan Crate at S. F. 

Douglas Corrigan has promised 
the 1939 Golden Gate International 
Expc officials that h- will 
his nine-year-old crate which car- 
ried him to Ireland, during the en- 
tire 288-day run of the local fair 
next vear. Corrigan also has prom- 
iser. that he will spen. as much time 
as possible on Treasure Island, site 
of the fair. 

The exposition will show news- 
reels of the Corrigarytrip to Ireland, 
including shots of welcome in 
Dublin and leading cities of the 
United States in connection with the 
exhibition of.the plane, 


his 


| 
| 


Geithman and 


Fair also has received a| Andrew and Charles Legg. brothers, 


also employees of the circus told 


|cops that Geithman was struck by 


But the boys | 


exhibit | gor 


; an 


unidentified man who accosted 
them on the street near the circus 


Legg. 


The gendarmes are holding a sus- 


to operate on a closed shop basis and 
handle only AFA members. 

This follows notifications to the 
fair secretaries that the AFA will 
picket and declare unfair all fairs, 
county or state, which persist in us- 


in free acts as well as 
and midway turns. 


grandstand 


ee eee ee one 


SUIT BY N. Y. 
IDEA’ MAN 


+. 


While the N. Y. World’s Fair cur- 
rently 


Francisco fair officials say thus far 
they have been free of such difficul- 


gress in 1932, and hence it is officially 
on record that far back. 

Shadgen, the New York man pres- 
ently suing the world’s fair company 
on the claim that he originally sug- 


| gested the exposition, at one time 


was employed by the N. Y. Fair at 
about $600 per month. Or so the fair 


officials claim. They also contend he 
worked for about a year, but quit 
because he had so little to do. 
followed. 


In exposition circles, Shadgen 
credited with having been on a much 
higher salary basis, reputedly as a 
consulting engineer when he re- 
signed. Understood that his discov- 


is 


ducted into office in the region near 
New York City prompted him to sug- 
gest the exposition idea. N. Y. Fair 
officials say that they had the idea 
in mind while the Chicago exposition 
was still in progress, and that every 
World’s Fair of size goes through 
similar experience of having people 
claim that they first thought of hold- 
ing the exposition. 


Grunters’ Eskimo-Pie 


Minneapolis, Sept. 6. 











a break this week when Gordie 


| Greene, going wrestling in the mud 


in 
vanilla 


launches 
strawberry 


one better, 
chocolate, 


wrestling 
and 


|ice cream for the first time any- 
grounds and first struck at Charles 
' 


pect pending the outcome of Geith- | 


man’s injuries, 
Genoa, Ill. 


N. C. to N. Y. 


Charlotte, N. C., Sept. 6. 


North Carolina has launched plans | 
New | 
| York World Fair next year, having 


a $100,000 exhibit at the 


signed contracts for 4.500 square feet 


of space within the state buildings 
area at the exposition 

W. E. Fenner. of Rocky Mount, is 
chairman of the commission and 
Coleman W. Roberts, of Charlotte, 
exhibit director. 

Recent special session of the Gen- 
eral Assembly appropriated $75,000 
for the state to use on its exhibit, 
which fund will be supplemented 
with private. contributions. 


Geithman resides at | 


where as an ‘added attraction’ one 
night weekly at his Palace theatre, 


lower loop’ subsequent-run film 
house. Shades of Anna Held! 
Greene will use the same ring as 
for mud wrestling, but will substi- 
tute 50-60 f ¥-gallon cans (a ton 
and a half) of Eskimo-pie filler, pre- 


cooled to 30 below zero before leav- 


ing the creamery for the mud. The 


| gooey stuff will be dumped between 


the padded sideboards of the ring. 


‘Gounin to Head French 


Exhibit at Frisco Expo 


Paris, Aug. 27 
Though belatedly vetting under 
way, the French have finally named 
a comm oner general. Rene Gou- 
» te lake Charge of the Pavilio: 
France wil! have at the San Fran- 
isco exposition next ye 
France hi ted 00.000 f 
(about $275,000) for the pavilior 


Local ice cream manufacturers get | 


have | 


outdoors | 


them that the AFA will expect them | 


Campaigns Against Lewd 


or Gambling Shows—Car- 


nivals Cooperate Because U. S. Mass Patronage 


These Days Is Very Union-Minded 
. —— 





Jam Session at N. Y. 
State Fair’s Benefit; 


Attendance Off So Far 


Syracuse, Sept. 6 
Performers on the New York 
State Fair grounds, more than 400, 


i will stage a ‘Fair Inside Out’ party 


|at the Coliseum 


ing non-union performers. This takes | 


FAIR’S $1,000,000 


is facing $1,000,000 suit be- | 


Suit . ; 
6 ; week and are praying for 


here Wednesday 
night (7) for benefit of the National 
Showmen’s’ Association. A 
of music between Paul Whiteman 
and Tammy Dorsey will help swe}! 
the gate. Other music for the jam 
session will be provided by the In- 
dian band of the J. E. Roach Ranch 
Rodeo, the Syracuse WPA band, 
and Willie Austin’s swingsters from 
the Cherry & Rubin midway. 
Party will open at midnight at 
close of regular dance program on 
fair grounds and will be on the 
open-house plan, with performers 
and chorines as hosts and hostesses. 
Between dances, performers. will 
present acts and chorus ensembles. 
Reuben Gruber, president of the 
Showmen’s Association, who con- 


battle 





add novelty to the event. 


| has 


‘of the fair. 


‘bring the State Fair 


| Cials have now revised their goal 
j;and are shooting for 300,000, de- 
| pending on four-day running horse 
| meet now in progress and auto races 
'on Saturday, final day, to turn the 
| trick. 

First week of the fair drew only 
| 161,000, thus running more 
, 100,000 behind: record for the same 
| days set last year. Concessionaires, 


i socked plenty this year because of | 


‘extended run of fair, are squawk- 
ing. Many reduced staffs during the 
banner 


|turnout on auto race day Saturday 


ery that George Washington was in- | 


{build up crowd, 


/ walked out with $500 in 


to get them out of the red. 


Flop of the Arthur Murray New | 


York state dance contest, finals of 
which were staged at the State Fair 
Coliseum here Saturday night (3), 
coupled with legal complications re- 


tion of copyright, may lead 
fair officials to drop the contest next 
year, 
Although 
papered in 


house was 
last-minute effort 
less than 2,000 
turned out for the finals, which were 
conducted by Murray. Lucky win- 
ners among the 60 couples entered 
after sectional elimination contests 
cash and 


liberally 


| radios as prizes. 


Annahelding; New Bally | 


lalso killed the ‘WLS National 


Poor billing and lack of publicity 
Barn 
Dance’ Saturday afternoon. Although 
the event marked first use of the 


| coliseum’s new $17,000 dance floor, it 


drew less than 500 paid customers. 


-— 


CIRCUS TILT INDICATED 
FOR S.C. AS CROPS HIKE 


Spartanburg, S 

Cotton, peach 

wing indicates a turning 
cial tide for circuses 
playing upper South 
fal} Rurals 


indications 


C., Sept. 6 
up- 


finan- 


tobacco 
of 
and m 
Carolina t 

led and 


top fai 


and 


dway 


well-he« 


of 


are 
point to one 
seasons in years. 
Spartanburg 
top Carolina 


county fair, o1 
layout oper it¢ 
October for 30th n Re 
Bro with Hoot Gi 
Beatty. booked he Sept 


CIRCUS ROUTES 


Week of September 12 


Barnes-Sells-Flot« 


| Good Labor Day turnout failed to 
; , , attendance 
ties. Reason is believed to be that a anywhere near 500,000 attendance 
bill seeking $1,500,000 for the Coast | mark set for the first two-week pro- 


exposition was introduced in Con-|&™am in the expo’s history. Offi- 


than | 


sulting from a suit charging viola- | 
state | 


to | 


Chica 0 S t 

At the end of its first week « 
organizational drive, the Carnival 
Division of the American Federatior 
of Actors has made coi lerable 
progress in lining up tne nivals 
|under the AFA banner. In a single 
week the Carnival Division h: re- 
ceived offers to negotiate from suc} 
top carnivals as Royal American 
Beckmann & Gerrity, Rubin & 
Cherry, Hennies Bros. 

It marks the start of the most 


ambitivus and intensive labor organ- 


ization campaign in the history of 
the carnival business. Both labor 
leaders and the carnival chieftains 
believe that the time has arrived 


for such organizing considering the 


temper of the American public and 
officialdom. Carnival leaders openly 
state that they believe that the 
unionizing of their shows would re- 
ult in increased business for the 
carnies in view of the fact that the 


great majority of the patrons at the 
carnivals are union members and ex- 


| tremely union-conscious, 
| : ee , ; 
| AFA carnival division, which is 


| being handled by Paul Sander, is 
/ asking for 100% closed shop on the 
| part of the carnivals and has so in- 


ceived the party idea, is bringing | formed the carnival owners and the 
over one of the midway rides to! leaders of the American Federation 


| . . 
| of Labor, which Is cooperating in 


This will be first time Syracuse, the current AFA drive, 
ever seen the dawn-to-dusk | 
cause Joseph Shadgen claims he first event and it shapes up as biggest 


thought of the 1939 exposition, San | ‘after hours’ jubilee in the history 


Official Cooperation 


| In a decision to keep the entire 
| organizational campaign out in the 
| open, the AFA heads have kept in 
| touch with officialdom and public 
| leaders throughout the couniry to 
| keep them informed of their activi- 
| ties regarding the carnies. Letters 
| have been sent to the secretaries of 
_the various state and county fairs 
| throughout the nation, to the cham- 
bers of commerce, to governors and 
| state legislatures, to the mayors and 
the city councils, to chiefs of police 
and sheriffs. Also to the heads of 
such sponsorship groups as the 
American Legion, the Moose, Elks, 
etc. 

These letters explain the stand 
that the AFA carnival division has 
taken in its organizational drive and 
state that besides merely seeking 
unionization of the carnivals, the 
_AFA is determined not to permit its 
| members to work for carnies which 
are lewd, obscene, and which permit 
gambling or immorality. 

Pulls no Punches 

AFA letter is blunt in its discus- 
| sion of the carnival situation and 
| doesn’t hesitate to declare that the 
presence of gambling or immorality 
on any carnival is prima facie evi- 
| dence that there is collusion with 
| the law enforcement bodies of the 
city, county or state. That, if the 
| police chieftains are in earnest, 
there is no likelihood that the 
carnies could get away with lewd 
shows or open-air gambling. 

These notifications to the various 

officials of the nation has resulted 
in a flood of commendatory replies 
from these bodies, all of whom de- 
clare that they are 100% in accord 
| with the campaign and wiil co- 
operate in every way with the AFA 
in its determination to obtain 
superior conditions for the carnival 
performers. 

AFA leaders are planning to bring 
their campaign directly to the public 
by a picketing campaign against 
carnivals which refuse to recognize 


the jurisdiction of the American 
Federation of Labor and the AFA, 
Not only will the carnies be picketed, 
but also the state and county fairs 
which book non-AFA carniva 
AFA carnival division ha pre- 
pared a large plaque to be exhibited 
by AFA-member carniva : the 
» the pub! that the trick 


100°, union 


Cal. Fair Gets Going 
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NOW, Week September 2, Chi- 
cago Theatre, Chicago. 


a CURRENTLY in Third Year on 
y the Camel Cigarette Pro- : 


) gram Over C.B.S. Tues. 
| 9:30 to 10 PM. EDST. t 


OPENING October 26, Waldortf- 
| Astoria, New York. 


VICTOR RECORDS 


EXCLUSIVE MANAGEMENT 


MUSIC CORPORATION OF AWERICA 
MCA ARTISUS, LTD. 


PRODUCERS OF THE WORLD’S FOREMOST ARTISTS, ORCHESTRA and ENTERTAINMENT 
LONDON NEW YORK CHICAGO BEVERLY HILLS SAN FRANCISCO CLEVELAND DALLAS ATLANTA TORONTO WASHINGTON 
b TEN OFFICES TO SERVE YOU, EACH OFFICE A COMPLETE UNIT IN ITSELF | 
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